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N 0 VE LS, &c. writ by Mrs. Eliza en 


i 1. * in Exceſs, or che Fatal ] ne miry; W. 
; L Novel. In "three Parts. The F = 
1 Edition Corrected. 


„ In vain from Fate we fly, 
1 For firſt or laſt, as all muſt die, | 
1 4 tis as much decreed above, r 
hat fir ft or ' laſt, | ae all muſt Loud 1 
Larifdown. A 


2. 'The Britiſh "OW" or the Secret Hi- 


ſtory of Cleomira, ſuppòs d dead? A "Novel. 
The Second pe en 


A Women ar? g bn) ts a ſtubbory Eaters. 1 
Their Love's. 555 as their Me 
No Merit their Ave, fon can remove, 
Nor ill Requital can efface their Love. 

2 

age Waller. 


3. The Inj o band; or the Miſtaken 

at LY : Jing . 'as 
Short are the Triumphs of the Face js. 8 
Where Conduct fails, how tott' ring is — | 
Without this Virtue, Woman®s weakly crown'd + 
Our Minds fix Government, our Eyes but found. N 
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4. n Noni, A Fady of Quality to a Che- 
valier. Tranſlated from the Fench. To which 
is added, A Diſcourſe concerning Writings of 
np Nature, by way of — 


IDALIA: 


OR, THE ' 


Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 


A 


NOVE L 


————— 


— 


Written by Mrs. ELIZA Harwoop. 


Under how hard a Fate are Women born 
Pri d to their Ruin, or expos'd to Scorn: | 
If wwe want Beauty, we of Love deſpair; 

And are beſieg'd, like Frontier Towns, if Fait. 
Waller. 
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AA MIR EF there were a anne that 
8 D arg the Warmth and Vigour of 
RET TYS& Youth could be temper'd with 
a a due Conſideration, and the 
Power of Judging rightly ; 
how eaſy were it to avoid the 
Is which moſt of us endure ?. 

' How Re would be. unhappy? With what 
Serenity might the Noon 85 Life glide on, 
could we account with reaſon for our Morning 
Actions! We hear, indeed, daily Complaints 


of the Cruelty of Fate, but if we examine rhe 
Source, we ſhall find almoſt all the Woes we 


languiſn under are ſelf-caus d; and that either 
B to 
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2 ID AL IA: or, 


to purſue the Gratification of ſome unruly 
Paſſion, or fly the Performance of an incum- 
bent Duty, thoſe Misfortunes which ſo fill the 
World derive their Being: and would more 
juſtly merit Condemnation than Compaſſion, were 
not the Fault too univerſal. OA 


DO N Bernardo de Bellſache, a Nobleman of 
Penice, had a Daughter whom he eſteem'd the 
Bleſſing of his Age; and had her Conduct been 
ſuch as might have been expected from the Ele- 
gance of her Genius and the Improvements 
of Education which his Fondneſs had indulg'd 
her in, ſhe had indeed been the Wonder of 
her Sex. Imagination cannot form a Face 
more exquiſitely Lovely ; ſuch Majeſty, ſuch 
Sweetneſs, ſuch a Regularity in all her Fea- 
tures, accompany'd with an Air at once ſo 
ſoft, ſo ſtriking, that while ſhe commanded ſhe 
allur d, and forc'd what ſhe entreated. Nor 
was her Shape and Mien leſs worthy Admira- 
tion; it was impoſſible for any thing to be 


more exactly proportion'd than the former, and 


for the latter it had a Grace peculiar to itſelf : 
the leaſt and moſt careleſs Motion of her Head 
or Hand, was ſufficient to captivate a Heart. 
In fine, her Charms were ſo infinitely above 
deſcription, that it was neceſſary to ſee her, to 
have any juſt Notion of her. — But alas! to 
what end ſerv'd all this Beauty, theſe uncom- 
mon Qualifications, but to make her more re- 
markably unhappy? She had a Mit, which 


FE * no fewer Adorers than her other 


erfections; yet not enough to defend her 
from the Aſſaults of almoſt every Paſſion Hu- 


man Nature is liable to fall into. The Great- 


neſs 


* 


The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. : 
neſs of her Spirit (which from her Childhood 
had been untameable, or was render'd ſo thro 


the too great Indulgence. of her doating Pa= 


rents) made her unable. to endure Controll, 
diſdainful of  Adyice, obſtinate, and peremp- 
tory in following her own. Will to what Ex- 
tremes ſoever it led. her: The Conſequence 
of ſuch a. Diſpoſition could not be expe&- 
ed to be very fortunate, but it brought on 
her ſuch dreadful Inconveniences, as all who 
find in themſelves the leaſt Propenſity to be of 
ſuch a Humour, ought to. tremble at the Re- 
petition of, and exert their utmoſt Reaſon to 
extirpate. ; 8 | 


IDALIA (for that was the Name of this 
Lovely Inconſiderate) had no ſooner arriv'd at 
her Fourteenth Year, than ſhe attracted the Eyes 
of all the young Noblemen of Venice; ſcarce 
a Heart but ſigh'd for her: The Shrine of our 
Bleſſed Lady of Loretto was never throng'd with 
greater numbers of Religious Devotees than Don 
Bernardo's Houſe was by thoſe of the Young 
and Gay. ; and happy did they think themſelves 
whoſe Birth or Fortune gave them any juſt 
cauſe to hope the Pretenſions they brought 
would be an Offering worth acceptance. 
There were ſome too (as no Climate is barren 
of Fops) who had the Vanity, without either 
of theſe Advantages, to promiſe themſelves 
Succeſs; of this laſt number was #lorez, one 
who if he had not been poſſeſs'd with more 
Aſſurance than is ordinarily to be found even 
among the moſt Tenacious, would not have 
preſumed, tho his Paſſion had been really as 
violent as he ena to make it appear, 

2 ra 


— . 


4 4 IP Sov 14 FD) TAL 
to abt declared! it. He was Aetbended from 
a Family in which there never had been one 
Whoſe Actions had entitled him to bear Arms; 
the height of his Parents Ambition had been 
to a. him, hen a Child; to be Page to 
Hm Ferdinand” Nephew to the Doge With 
9 — Nobleman he had travell'd, and all 
the Education he was maſter of, was owing 5 
this Advantage; as was the Poſt he poſſeſs'd in 
the Army, to his Favour. For being natu- 
rally of a deſigning ſordid Diſpofitzon, by 
fallin in with all his Humours, promoting his 
Pleaſures, and flattering his Vices, he had 
wound himſelf ſo much He the Good-will of 
his Lord, that he refuſed him nothing. The 
Intimacy with which he was treated by ſo 
== a Man, and the ſudden Elevation of his 
ortune, join'd to ſome fulſome Praiſes of his # || 
Beauty, and fine Air, which thoſe Women 
who are paid for their Favours generally laviſh 
on the Perſon who makes choice of them, 
gave him ſo good an opinion of his own Me- 
rit, that he thought it an Impoſſibility for any 
Woman to be inſenſible of it, and look d on 
the Attainment of Halia, notwithſtanding the 
multitude of her Adiniters: and the vaſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions ſhe was likely to be miſtreſs of, as a 
thing not at all difficult. 


Cf 


"BUT whatever he sse wee to himſelf, Ber | 
nardo had Sentiments quite different from 
theſe : He no ſooner diſcover*'d his Deſign, = 
than he forbad him his Houſe in terms which + 9 
ſufficiently told him he was in earneſt, and 
chid his Daughter for entertaining a Propoſal 
ſo unſuitable to her Birth, with more 3 
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The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 5 
neſs than the manner in which he had ever 
behaved to her could give her leave to think 
was in his Nature. But as the Vanity and 


unthinking Pride which ſway'd the Actions 
of this young Lady had thow?d itſelf in the 


encouraging all who pretended to admire her, 
of what degree ſoever they were; ſo now the 
Obſtinacy of her Humour began to appear, in 


the Uneafineſs ſhe felt at her Fathers Com- 


mands, never to ſee Flore more. Amidſt the 
multiplicity of her Aderers, ſhe thought her- 
ſelf undone to miſs the Addreſſes of a ſingle 
Votary, and could not bear to loſe the Con- 
verſation of a Man whoſe Eyes and Tongue 

were perfectly skill'd in the Art of Flattery and 
Diſſimulation, and had given her ſo many In- 

formations of her Power. And wholly leaving 
herſelf to the Dictates of her Impatience, grew 
almoſt diſtracted to think ſhe was debarr'd 


the Enjoyment of any thing ſhe found a plea- 


ſure in. She began immediately to leſſen her 
Regard for her too long indulgent ' Father, 
which by degrees ripen'd to a Contempt of 
him, and ended in a Reſolution to act in every 
thing according to her Inclinations, without 


giving herſelf any pain how far it would be 


conſonant to his. 


IN this ruinous Diſpoſition it came into her 
head to write to Fhrez, not that ſhe was 


really in Love with him, or had yet any notion 
of that Paſſion ; but Vanity, that reigning Fa- 
culty of her Soul, prompted her to uſe her 
utmoſt Efforts for the retrieving a Heart ſhe 
began to fear was eſtranged. And indeed this 
Conjecture was not in the leaſt unreaſonable ; 
ME | for 
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for had heh in ſincerity, been ſo entirely de- 


voted to her as he had once endeavour'd to 


perſuade her he was, Love always fruitful in 
Invention would have furniſh'd him with ſome 
Stratagem, either to have ſeen her or convey d 
a Letter to her; for ſome Weeks had paſs'd | 
between the time of his being forbid his Vis, 
fits, and that in which ſhe writ. She did not; 
fail to upbraid him with his Coldneſs, but 
withall let him know ſhe had Good-nature 
enough to pardon it; deſired an Anſwer, and 
that for the future, if ſhe was really happy 
enough to retain any place in his Remem- 
brance, he would let no Day eſcape without, 
giving her ſome Aſſurances of it. In ſhort, no 
Woman who felt the ſevereſt Pangs of deſpe- 
rate dying Love could write more paſſionately, 
or expreſs a greater Concern at being aban- 
don'd by the Man her Soul was fond of, than 


What = Spirit of Coquetry taught the Pen of. 


the Inconſiderate Idalia. She concluded her 
Epiſtle with a hearty Wiſh, Grant Heaven | 
(faid ſhe to herſelf) that I may once more have 
him in my power to uſe him as I pleaſe, let the 
Conſequence be what it will, She bribed a Ser- 
vant to deliver it, and bring an Anſwer back: 

but the Uneaſineſs ſhe was in till the Return 
of her Mcilenger, was ſuch, as whoever had 
been witneſs of, could not have imaginꝰd to 
have ſprung from any other Source than Love. 
But to ſuch a degree does the immoderate 


| Love of Praiſe tranſport ſome People, that to 


loſe any opportunity of receiving it, is a Tor- 
ment equal to that which others feel in a 
Diſappointment of the moſt redlential Bleſſings. 


THE 
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The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 7 


THE Return of her Emiffary brought but 
little Eaſe to the Suſpence ſhe had endur'd 
while he was gone: Florez indeed had ſent by 
him, but his Letter appear'd ſo different from 
thoſe ſhe had formerly receiv'd from him, 
that the Hand was all that ſhow'd em writ 
by the ſame Perſon. A Penetration like hers 
could eaſily diſcern the Alteration ; ſhe found 
the Stile was forc'd, formal, and affected, and 
where he ſaid he {till continu'd to adore her, 
and ſhould never ceaſe to do ſo, it was in 
ſuch a manner as plainly ſhow*d his Heart 
had no part in dictating ſuch Expreſſions : 
And, in truth, never Woman was more diſ- 


appoinred in her Aim, than was this Lady. 


In ſpite of the Attractions ſhe was miſtreſs of, 
Florez, had either an Inſenſibility of them, or 
had Reſolution enough to withſtand the Emo- 
tions of his Tenderneſs, whenever he found 
*em contrary to his Intereſt. *Tis probable, 
by what after enſu'd, that a Daughter of 
Don Bernardo's, tho never ſo diſagreeable, 
would have had Charms ſufficient to have re- 
Z tain'd his Adorations; but alia, all lovely as 
ſhe was, without the addition of that Fortune 
her Father's Conſent muſt give, had no longer 
any Charms to hold him. OST INN 


”T'IS eaſy to imagine it was no ſmall ſhock 
to her Pride, to find the Advances ſhe had 
made were receiv'd with no more Warmth : 
but ſuffering all Conſiderations to be wholly 


2 drown'd in the oferflowing Folly which at 
3 preſent poſleſs'd her, ſhe continued daily by 
Letters to give him occaſion to believe there 
ER Was 


* 


3 A 154 bat er, 
1 Vas nothing on Earth ſo deſirable as his Con- 
Wi _ verſation, and that it was not impoſſible ſhe 
ii might be prevail'd. on to become his Wife, 
wd. i the thould.lote 2 Facher; bot there 
iN 1 was not the leaſt Preſſure in any of his An- 
| vers, which teſtified; he wiſh'd ſhe ſhould 
| 5 run, ſo great a, niſque, This ſo nertled her, 
I that at laſt, tis probable, ſhe would haye 
lock d upon him, as indeed he was, a Con- 
{| - queſt far unworthy of the pains ſhe had taken. 
She Was juſt beginning to give over all 


"ih | thoughts of him, when her ill Fate taking 
1 the advantage of the Baſeneſ; of his Nature, 
and the unaccountable Funtaſtichneſs of her's, 
N gave a ſudden Turn to this Adventure, e | 
_ = Was Workermibae in her utter Waden 3 


41. 
11 BEI ching to be alleds/d ir in 
i | the Defence of Vanity, the fair Ialia on the | 
a4 ccount of her Louth, her Beauty, Birth, and ö 
0 | Fortune, had certainly more to plead in her 
Wl: behalf than where there were none of theſe Ad. 
144 4 VvVantages. Florez, who had nothing diſtinguiſh- 1 
mat 1 ably valuable eicher in his Perſon or Accom- 
| | | pPliſhments, and was of a Sex in Which that 
* Foible is far leſs excuſable than in the weaker; by 
. ED had yet as large a. ſhare ; he could not 1ma- 
Ul! gine Himſelf belov'd by a Woman. ſo admired 


WH 125 by all the World, without communicating the 
=_—_ | - Secret. To thoſe Inſenſi bles: all the Pleaſure E 
of an Amour conſiſts in the Reputation. of it. 1 


1 To be accounted well in the Eſteem, of a Perſon 9 
5 of ordinary Qualifications, yields them infi- 1 
= nitely more Satisfaction than the real Enjoyment =_ 
1 5 of one of the molt Excellem could do. It is 
| | not kherefore to be wonder d at, that a Man, 
A who 
A 


” 


The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 9 
who had neither Love nor Honour to reſtrain 
him, triumph'd in an Affair like this; He 
could not hear the Charms of dalia men- 
tion'd without letting the Company know 
how much it was in his power to become 
maſter of them; and to prove the Truth of 
what he ſaid, expos d her Letters, thoſe fatal and 
undiſpytable 'Teſtimonials of her Folly. Few 
that had any acquaintance, with him, were 
ſtrangers to his Happineſs, but none'more en- 
vy'd his Good- fortune than his Patron Don Fer. 
dinand. This young Lord was of a Diſpoſi- 
tion exceeding amorous : He long had view'd 
Idalia with thoſe Deſires which it was common 
for her to inſpire, but finding in himſelf not 
the leaſt Propenſity to Marriage, and believ- 
ing it - impoſſible to obtain her by any other 
means, had endeavour'd to ſtifle the hopeleſs 
Paſſion .by other Amuſements, till hearing the 
Condeſcenſions ſhe had made to one whom he 
had ſo much pewer over, he immediately had 
it in his thoughts to make uſe of it för the 
Gratification of his Wiſhes. There needed 
but little Ceremony in the communicating his 
= Delign to a Perſon ſo much his Creature; nor 
Adurſt Horez, if he had had an Inclination, op- 
poſe what he required; but on the contrary,” 
he was glad } an Opportunity of ſerving” 
him in a manner which would ſo conſiderably 
advance his Intereſt with him. It was pre- 
ſently agreed between them, that he, the fa- 
vour'd Lover, ſhould write to aka in the 
3 moſt paffionare and moving ſtrain imaginable, 
aſſuring her that nothing was ſo inſupportable 
as the Pangs of Abſence, that he died to ſee 
her, and entreat her " grant him that Fayour 
at. 
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at the Houſe: of a particular F. — * * he 
mention'd in the Letter, and gave her Di- 
rections how to find it. This Epiſtle being 
dictated by the impatient Wiſhes of the amo- 
rous Ferdinand, had infinitely more force of 


Perſuaſion in it, than any thing the Inſenſible 


Florez, could have aid without his aſſiſtance ; 
and they both promiſed themſelves it would 
ſucceed as they would have it, to engage her 
to come to the place appointed for the Ace 4 
nation, Which was/a Houſe where they hat 
frequently riotech in thoſe diſſolute Enjoyments 
Youth is too prone to be fond of, and the Peo- 
le who lived in it entirely at the devotion of 
Don Ferdinand. | 1 


BV this 'cyrfed Contrivance was the raſh I 
unthinking Nala betray d: She receiv'd the 
fraudulent Mandate, ſwallow'd the well-drefs'd, 
artful Feier ry it contain'd with a prodigious. 
deal of Pleaſure, and return'd an Anſwer. of 
Conſent. Not that ſhe was without a thought 
at the liberty he took in naming a Place of 
Aſſignation; ſince it had been much more 
agreeable to the Venetian Addreſs, to have, 
watch'd her coming out, follow'd her to 
Church, or any other publick Place, and at 
an bumble Diſtance gazed upon her: but ſhe 
imputed his Boldneſs to the Violenee of his 
Paſſion, and having no other deſign than to 
make him the Slave of her Beauty, reſolv d to 
ſee him, the better to ſecure her Conqueſt, and 
puniſh him hereafier by her Contempt ond. 


Foes, for his proſe Keiemeeenn 
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 ADORN'D, and every Charm illuſtrated 
with all the Aids of Art! aſſured of Victory! 
and already exulting with a prideful Scorn for 
the Triumphs of her Eyes ! ſhe fer our, under 
the pretence of going to Veſpers, attended only 
by one Servant, whom ſhe ſent back imme- 


diately to fetch her Beads, which ſhe told him 
The had forgot; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw herſelf 


ar liberty, curn'd another way, and went di- 
realy to the place appointed. I was eaſy for 
her to find the Houſe, the good Voman of it 
waited at the door for her approach, and con- 


ducted her in; bur tis hard to ſay Whether her 


Aſtoniſhment, or Fear, was moſt predominant, 
when inſtead of Flovrez ſhe: found herſelf ac- 


roſted by Don Ferdinand Glad would ſhe 


have been to have had it in her power to have 
gone back, and pretending to have come in 
only thro miſtake, would fain have ſtruggled: to 
the door. No, Lovely Creature, cry d the 
© 0er-joy'd Ferdinand, (who gueſſing what her 
© Intent would be, had taken care to hold faſt 
both her Hands) to what good Star ſoever I 
am indebted for this Bleſſing, I ſhould prove 
myſelf ſtrangely unworthy of it, could I fo 
eaſily be brought to quit it. I long have 
 languiſh'd with a Paſſion great as your own. 
_unequal'd Charms, and for an Opportunity to 
tell you fo, would have hazarded more than 
my Life. Hear it then now with patience, 


oc & & 


„ 


= *© nor hate the Man who aims at no higher | 


*© Happineſs from your Favour, than to be pi- 


© tied and forgiven.” Theſe laſt Words diffi- 
pared great part of the Terror ſhe had been 
in; and reaſſuming that Air of Haughtineſs 
SE Ca which 
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which her Diſorders had a little abated, © 1 
* know not, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe; Whether 
I I ſhould conſider what you have ſaid to me 


as the Effects of Gayety or Sincerity ; if to 
the former, I ought not to reſent it, be- 
cauſe few Men but would have behav'd in 
the ſame manner to a Woman whom Chance 
had ſo unexpectedly thrown in their way: but 
if to the latter, when future Services ſhall 
teſtify it, I owe more to the Quality and 
Merits, of Don Ferdinand, than not to ac- 


You are divinely good, reſum'd the other, and 
I hope, ſince I am but too ſenſible, whatever 
Accident occaſion'd me this Happineſs, it 
was not Chance, but the Deſign of meeting 
a more fayour'd Lover brought you here, 
you will permit me to entertain you with the 
Hiſtory of my Paſſion, at leaſt tilt his Ap- 
proach ſhall cut me off. 


THAT Serenity which had fo lately res 
turn'd to the Soul of Idalia, at hearing this, again 


forſook her; ſhe had no room to doubt the Se- 
cret of her Correſpondence with Florez was 
diſcover d: and in a moment had a thouſand 
various Con jectures by what means, but had 
too great an Opinion of her own Power, and his 


Paſſion, to hit upon the right. She was ſilent 


for ſome time, not knowing whether it was 
beſt to confeſs, or deny the Truth of what 
he alledged ; at laſt, reflecting on the Confi- 
dence with which Don Ferdinand had ſpoke, 


was an Evidence he was aflured of it, and 


that the coming of Horex, whom ſhe expected 
every moment, would render all ſhe OM 
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ineffectual, concluded on acknowledging 


= the Reality: but withall told him, as ſhe 
very well might, that it was not to gratify any 


other Paſſion than the Love of a little un- 


meaning Gallantry in her Humour, which 


had moved het to conſent to ſuch a Meeting. 


This Declaration ſeem'd to tranſport the Soul 
of him twas made to, and he continued to ad- 
dreſs her with fo much elegant Tenderneſs, 
and lively Aſſurances of the Influence of her 


Charms, that the Converſation would have af- 


forded her an Infinity of Satisfaction, had it 
been at any other time and place; but the 
Diſreſpect ſhe imagin'd herſelf treated with 
by the Delay of Forex, poiſon'd the Felicity 


which elſe the gaining a new Adorer of Don 


Ferdinand's Rank would have given her: ſhe 


ſat for a conſiderable time divided between 
Pain and Pleaſure, till it growing late, and 
not knowing what Excuſe to make for being 
ſo long miſs'd at home, ſhe roſe to take her 
leave : But alas! ſhe was now in a Place 
whence it was not uſual for one of her Sex to 
return as they came in, and in the power of 
one, who was not of a Humour to put a 
conſtraint on his Inclinations. She ſoon per- 
ceiv'd the fatal Truth, and now condemned 
the indiſcreet hazard ſhe had run, reſolv'd in 
her Mind never to be guilty of the like, and 
begg d of Heaven to protect her Honour, and 


Inſpire her with ſome Artifice with which ſhe 


might elude the Danger which fo imminentiy 
threaten'd her. 


"BET what Miſeries ſometimes does one 
raſh Action bring o on the whole Series of Life? 
Re- 


— 


14 ID ALTA: oh, 
Repentance, and a ſudden Abhorrerice of that 
Vanity which had led her into this Snare, were 
now 1n- vain ; her evil Genius watch'd this 
Point of 'Time, when every friendly Planet 
was oppreſs d, and only raging Influences go- 
vern'd, to ruin her, at once, for ever. At fi 

with Sighs, with Tears, with humble Adora- 
tions, the amorous Ferdinand ſought to melt 
her into Kindneſs ; but they failing, the 
burning Paſſion threw off all Reſtraint, his e- 
very Action ſpoke his Reſolution, and told 
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her he would not be deny d —-plainiy ſne 


read it in his ftery Eyes, and felt it in his 
eagerGraſpings—— The Reader's Imagina- 
tion' here can only form an Idea of that Cons 
fuſion l that mingled Rage and Horror! which, 
at this dreadful Exigence, fill'd the Soul of 
the unhappy alia; tis not in Words to re- 
preſent it. Sometimes, diſdainful of the 
injurious Attempt, her ſtormy Anger vented 
itſelf in Curſes; but then remembring how 
little ſhe had the Power of reſiſting whatever 
his wild Deſires might prompt him to commit. 
ſhe ſunk to milder Treatment, wept, begg'd | 
him te defiſt——Prayers,—Threatnings,— 
Entreaties, and Revilings deity: focecge 
ed, as the different Apitations roſe in her 
Breaſt, till at laſt ſhe had no Breath to utter 
either. Her Spirits, fatigued with this un- 
uſual Hurry, and all her Limbs tir'd in the. 
Struggle with ſuch unequal Strength, ſhe 
fainted as he held her in his Arms : As much 
bent as he was on making himſelf Maſter of 
his Wiſhes, he could not reſolve to indulge. 
em ſo far as to take any immodeſt Advantage 
of this Opportunity; but endeavouring by 
gentle 
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would conjure you + vo forbear to 
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preſſing the moſt tender Concern imaginable 

55 the Diſorder he had occaſion d her » the 
began at the return of Thought to hope his 
Sentiments were chang d; and falling on her 
EKnees, the moment ſhe recovered, oy Ohl. my 


Lud, ſaid foe, if Honour, Love, or Pity 


© have any intluence o'er your Soul, by that 1 
| „ right a 
wretohed Maid, whom Inadvertency has 
© thrown into your power,—Permit me to de- 
F part uninjur'd, unpolluted, and here I ſwear 
BK. 7 every thing that's ſacred, of all your Sex 
* you ſhall be deareſt to me. O moving 


Words! interrupted Ferdinand what Wonders 


may they not inforce ! Is it then poſſible 
that you do not hate me? But, continued 
= * he with a Sigh, how full of Vanity muſt I be 
XZ © to credit them No, Madam, no, the Ar- 
t tifice is plain; you fear my Power, and 
would delude my Wiſhes by a falſe Hope: 
but know I love too well, too violently, to 
= © leave aught to hereafter, which this Moment 
may beſtow. If you would have me think 
= * you mean, my Happineſs, give me an inſtant 
Proof. N make me bleſt, and I ſhall 
feed Imagination with hope, of future Fas 
2 © vours'———ln, ſpeaking this, he mingled 
= ſome Freedoms, which left but little room to 
hope that any thing could fave her; yet think- 
ing ſtill to ſogth him would be the moſt ef - 
fectual way, Qh Heavens ! reſumed ſhe, (ſtrug- 
d gling with all her Force) will you not then 
allow ſomething ro my Sex's Modeſty? 
Time, and Aſſiduity, may make me yours, 
and ſpare yau the Guile of Free fle 
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« ſhall teſtify how much- 
thou art a Villain, (cd Idalia, tranſported, 
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would not ſuffer her to proceed, but renewing 

his Preſſures, © To wait a 'flow'Conſent, ſaid 
be, would little ſuit the Violence of a Paſſion 
ſuch as 1 profeſs: The God of Love diſdains 
all dull Delays ——Swiftly the zeatous Vo- 
[tary ruſhes on his Wiſh, and baffles Oppo- 
ſition; cuts off, at once, Sighs, Tears, En- 
treaties, all the Repulſes that ſtubborn Vir- 
tue, or Affectation inſpire. in the relentleſs, 
Fair, and proves the Deity, indeed, Almigh- 
ty.— Believe me,. Lope! Maid, the Whi- 
ning Wretch who fues at laviſh Diſtance, 
dies at your feet, nor dares aſpire to ſeize, 
what Paſſion aims at, · is but in ſhow a Lover, 
the Flame he boaſts, enervate, weak, and 
5 ſpiritleſs like his Attacks: but Iby Deeds 
How much, 
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rat once with Horror, Shame, and Rage) Thou 


| 1 Monſter ! thou Brut | Ravifher ! But ſince 


thou haſt loſt all egard dy to thy own. 
Honour, and my Birth and Fame, die (con- 
© zinued ſhe, ſnatching a Dagger, which, his upper 
© Garment flying- open in the Struggle, Juſt then 
© Hifcovered ſe) die by her Hang whom thou. 
© fo baſely doſt attempt to wrong.“ It was as 
much as he could do, by leaping lightly from 


her, to ward the Blow her Indignation had 


deſignd. It would have been eaſy for him to 
have' wreſted it from her afterwards; but ſhe | 
perceiving his Intent, 'turn'd the Point to her 
own Breaft, and invoking all the Saints and 
Angels to be witneſſes of her Vow, ſwore ſhe. 
Would ſtrike it thro her Heart the moment he 
attempted to diſarm her. No, barbarous 
* 1 0 purſ d foe) whatever miſtaken No- 

tions 


e Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 1 
©. tions the Levity and fond Belief of ſome of 
© our weak Sex may have inſpired thee with, 
© thou now ſhalt find there's one among us 
© who dares meet Death to fly Diſhonour— 
Since deaf to all the Conſiderations of my 
© noble Family, and Bernardo's Power, behold 

and tremble at my Virtue's Bravery !—Bleſt 

© now with means to eſcape thy vile Deſign, 
I can no longer fear thee, nor need debaſ 
my juſt Diſdain ſo far as to entreat thee. 
The Fire which now darted from her Eyes, 
the aſſured Accent of her Voice, and the re- 
ſolute Air of all her Motions, ſufficiently de- 
clared ſhe Would make no ſcruple of fulfilling 
the Proteſtation ſhe had made: Don Ferdinand 
was too ſenfibly alarm'd at it, to put it to the 
venture, but immediately form'd a Stratagem 
which ſeem*d more likely to ſucceed. Making 
uſe, therefore, of that Diſſimulation which, 
thoſe who ſtudy the undoing Art are ſo well 
vers'd in, he dreſs'd his Eyes, and Face, in 
Looks far different from 'thoſe they lately; 
wore ; an humble Admiration now ſeem'd to 
take up all his Thoughts, and 'aw'd Deſire. 
ſeem'd fearful to appear. He proſtrated him- 
ſelf before her, acknowledged the Femerity 
of his Atrempr; conjured her either to forgive 
him, or plunge the Dagger where fhe firſt de- 
ſign'd it, ſwore he would not live in her Diſ- 

pleaſure ; and accompanied all he ſaid with fo. 
many Sighs, and ſuch welkcounterfeited Con- 
trition, that either her Vanity, (which often 
inclines Women too readily to pardon thoſe 
Faults which they imagine cauſed by the 
Force of their own Charms, and the Violence of 
the Lover's Paſſion) her Good: Nature, or pet+ 


"RE "709 
haps a ſecret Liking of his Perſon, made it 
impoſſible for her to deny what he ſo earneſtly 
entreated: the Grant, however, was not with- 
out Limitation}; ſhe forgave all he had done, but 
on condition he never. ſhould repeat it, and 
that he would not oppoſe her immediate Re» 
turn to her Father's Houſe. _* Far be it from 
my Thoughts, . replied the artful Ferdinand; 
© this moment would I deny my fond, gazing; 
Eyes the Joy of looking on you, had I not 
yet one Requeſt to make, which if refuſed, 
I have no more to do but die.“ What is 
it 2 ſaid Idalia; after having obtain'd a Par- 
don for your injurious Deſign upon my Ho- 
nour, it muſt. be ſomething. beyond what 1 
can comprehend that I ſhould think difficult 
* to grant. Love ever is accompanied with 
7 Fears, reſumed he ; and that it is ſomething 
relating to that, the Terrors I am in to ask 
it, may inform you. Let me conjure you 
then, by all that e e in your 


«Diſpoſition, to tell me, and tell me truly, 
2 (for fain would I flatter my ambitious Wiſhes 
with a Hope my Services in time might 
move you) if I can gain your Noble Father's: 
Leave to make my humble, Application, | will: 
vou conſent to hear me? Is not there ſome» 
thing in my Form, or Manner, which will 
repel the ſoft Efforts of Love ?—O ſpeak ! 
1 (continued he, perceiving ſhe was. filent) I dread 
* the Gertginty, yet am unable to endure the 
Tortures of Suſpence. . I know not, 
F anſwer'd foe, bluſhing, if it be oonſiſtent with, 

c 3 Md, Modeſty to anſwer a Demand like 
this, but ſomething ſure muſt be, allow'd ta; 

the Quality and Merics of Pon Ferdiugud x 
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© nor will my Sex condemn my eaſy Nature, 
© when to ſuch exalted Accompliſhments I 
throw off AﬀeRation, and confeſs I ſhall 
© with Pride, and Pleaſure, liſten to the Vows 
my Father ſhall command me to receive from 
I HO nothing could be more diſtant from 
the Soul of Don Ferdinand than the Deſign of 
ſolliciting Bernardo on any fuch account, yet 
the feigning it was of infinite ſervice to gain 
Time, which was all he wanted: Examining 
the Hours, they found the Night was ſo far 
ſpent, that Idalia was at her wits end to think 
what Excuſe ſhe ſhould make for her long 
Abſence. Ferdinand taking the advantage of 
her Fear, Madam, ſaid he, tho I much doubt 
all J can ſay, after the Preſumption I have 
been guilty of, will be ſuſpected, I would 
© adviſe you not to go home till Morning: 
© You will have time enough by then to think 
of ſomething plauſible to allay your Father's 
_ © Concern,—or you may go early to ſome La- 
* dy of your Acquaintance, and engage her to 
pretend you have been with her all night. 
Till then, this Houſe is at your devotion; 
you ſhall be ſerv'd in all as you command, 
and to prevent your Fears of my relapſing 
* into my late Error, T will myſelf go out of 
© it.” What cannot an artful Diſſimulation 
engage one to! Hdalia believed him now ſo 
entirely her Convert, that what he counſell'd 
did not in the leaſt alarm her; and the good 
Opinion ſhe now had of him, and the Uncer- 
tainty in what manner ſhe ſhould excuſe her- 
ſelf at home, made her willing to accept it. 
l — She 
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She had a little ſhock, 8 at Fu at a 
Houſe, which by the Liberties Don Ferdinand 
had taken in it ſhe could not imagine to be 
held by People of Honour: but the ſeeming 
penitent Lover removing that Scruple by aſſu- 
ring her that they were ſo much at his devo- 
tion, that as ſoon as they ſaw there was an 
Alteration in his Humour, theirs would im- 
mediately acquieſce; ſhe. at laſt conſented to 
remain there till Morning, but told him ſhe 
expected the Performance of his Promiſe of 
going away himſelf. Madam (anſwered he) 
not all the Reluctance I feel in myſelf at 

quitting the Roof where all my Hopes are 
treaſur d, ſhall oblige me to diſobey you: I 
go this moment, and that no needleſs Fears 
may diſturb the Repoſe I wiſh you, -Lintreat 
vou will ſee me from the Door, and take 
with you the Key which alone could be the 
Paſſport to admit me here again. Idalia was 
ſo well pleas'd with the Care he expreſs'd of 
her Quiet, that ſhe again, at his entreaty, 
confirm d the Pardon ſhe had already granted, 
and took leave of him with a Countenance 
which teſtified her Words were in no way con⸗ 
or to her Heart. 
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| Key, as he deſired her to do, into her poſſeſ- 
ſion, ſhe ſuffer d herſelf to be conducted by 
the People of the Houſe into a Chamber, and 
was not long before ſhe went to bed: but it 
was impoſſible for Sleep to have any power 
over her; Imagination was too buſy to ſuffer 
the dull God's approach, the pleaſure ſhe 

| took f in being admir'd was too much ä in 
992 er 1 
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her Nature, for the late Danger it had 
brought her into, to eraſe ; and the Joy of 
having an Adorer ſuch as Don Ferdinand, made 
full amends: for the Frights ſome part of his 
Behaviour had put her in. From this Con- 
templation, which afforded her only Delight, 
ſhe fell into one altogether as vexatious, which 
was the Neglect that Horex had treated her 
with, in not coming to the Place he had ap- 
pointed her to be at; and if ſhe could have 
believed it poſſible for any Man, who had ſeen 
her, to reſign her to a Riyal, ſhe would not 
have been a ſtranger -to the Truth: for ſhe, 
as well as all who had any acquaintance with 
him, was ſenſible of the Obligations he had 
to Ferdinand. But this was the laſt Reaſon 
ſhe could form, it was not without the greateſt 
difficulty in the world ſhe could bring herſelf 
to any Notion of it, and perhaps ſhould have 
found out ſome other Motive for his Behaviour, 
leſs diſagreeable to her to believe, if her Cogi- 
tations had not met with an Interruption ſne 
was, far from thinking of, 42 


S8 HE had look'd on herſelf as ſafe, where 

ſhe now was, as in her Father's Houſe, thro 
the double Security of her Lover's Converſion 
and having the Key of the Door; but, alas! 
ſhe too ſoon diſcover'd her Miſtake. She had 
not . been an hour in Bed, before ſhe felt the 
Clothes thrown off, and ſomething catch faſt 
hold of her: The Voice and Actions of the 
Perſon told her it was no other than Don Fer- 
dinand, as did his own Behaviour and Confeſſion 
afterward, that the Story of his Repentance 
was but torg'd, the eaſier to betray her, and 
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the Kin of the Key only an * to 

engage her Truſt; there being a Back- Door to 
the Houſe, by which he immediately entered, 
and came into the Chamber thro' a Cloſer, 
which had a Paſlage 1 into another Room. "i 

WHAT was now the Diſtraction & this 
unhappy Lady, waked from her Dream of Va- 


nity to certain Ruin! Unavoidable Deſtruc- 


tion! She rav'd, ſhe tore, Gid- all that Wo- 
man could, but all in vain- In the midſt 
of Shrieks and Tremblings, Cries, Curſes, 


Swoonings, the impatient Ferdinand E 


12 his 2 and finiſhed her in, 


IN the mean time, ate r Father wad 
been in all the Anxiety imaginable, he had 
ſent to every Place where he had hope to find 
her, in ſearch of his Darling Daughter; till at 
laſt, all his Endeayours being vain, and the 
Lateneſs of the Night not bringing her, aſſu- 
red him ſhe could not be derained by any Oc- 
caſion which could merit his Approbation, he 


flew to her Chamber, broke open her Cabinet, 


believing there might be a Probability of ſome 


Diſcovery; and finding there the Letters ſhe 


had received from Horex, and, amongſt the reſt, 
that laſt fatal one which mention 1 the Place 
of Aſſignation, he concluded her loſt; that ei- 
ther ſhe had diſpoſed of herſelf to Eine uns 
worthy Match, or had been deluded into a 
much 4 Ihcdnvenience: He could do no- 
thing till Morning, either for his Satisfaction 
or Revenge; and all who have known the 
Grief of a beloved Child's Undoing, will ea- 


fly __ at his. At break of day he ſent to 


o the 
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the Officers of Juſtice for a Miſſion to ſearch 
that Houſe, and produced the Paper which 
had occaſion'd his requiring it: it was im- 
mediately granted, and he had ſoon been in- 
form'd of the whole Tranſaction, had not the 
ſtrangeſt Accident that ever was, skreen'd the 
injurious Contrivers of it for ſome time from 
the Puniſhments their Crime was worthy of. 


DON Ferdinand was endeavouring by all 
the Perſuaſions he was Maſter of, to bring the 
ruin'd Fair to an opinion ſhe was not ſo un- 
happy as ſhe thought herſelf; but all that he 
could ſay was ineffectual to give a'moment's 
Ceſſation to the Tempeſt of her Fury: had any 
Means of Death been in her power, ſhe would 
certainly not have out- lived the Loſs of Ho- 
nour ; but as he had taken care of that, all 
ſhe could do was to lament it. As they were 
thus employ d, a loud knocking at the Cham 
ber- Door obliged the ſurpriz d Lover to quit 
his Bed, and ſee what had occaſion'd it. It 
was Florex, who happening to paſs by Don 
Bernardo s Door, had ſeen à great Croud about 
it, and enquiring the Reaſon, was told they 
were going in ſearch of the young Lady of 
that Houſe, who *twas thought had been con- 
vey'd away by a Gentleman who pretended to 
court her. This News was ſufficient to a- 
larm the guilty Soul of him *twas told to, and 
not doubting but every thing was diſcover d, 
had haſted to Ferdinand to apprize him of it 
* Withour doubt, ſaid he, my Lord, the 
* whole Secret is betray'd, and I, and the 
i People of this Houſe muſt be inevitably ru- 
ind, as Ahettors of the Fact, unleſs * 

. . 
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1 Wereg wich the- Doge is ſtrong enough to 
fi: protect as.” My Intereſt with my Uncle, 
rephyd the * very much perplexed, 1 Hyd will 
7 be too weak even to obtain a Pardon for 
0 


myſelf in an Affair like this. Bernardo is 

a l and highly eſteem*d both by the 

2 Court and Fopulace I know not what 
to think on it. l ſtood for a moment 
or two after he had ſpoke this in a pauſe, and 
that gave Idalia, (Who, by the coming of Ho- 
rex, and the Advertiſement he brought, knew 
it was to his Deceic ſhe ow'd her Ruin) libers 
ty to vent ſome part of her juſt Rage in Cur- 
ſes and Reproaches. Neither of them in that 
Confuſion ſeem'd to take much notice of what 
ſhe ſaid ; but Don Ferdinand ſtarting from his 
muſing, and catching up his. Clothes, and 
putting them on as haſtily as he could, 4 *PFin 
now no time, aid be, to anſwer idle Rail- 

f ing, we muſt prepare for our common Safe- 
As ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe words, 

Ss call'd for the Woman of the Houſe, who. 
prefently came up, frighted almoſt to death 
with the Account ſhe had receiv'd from Fo- 
rex, and ordered her to drefs: Halia with all 
the expedition imaginable; bidding her not to 
be concernꝭd, for he had . — him of a 
Way to retrieve all. But all that he, or ſhe, 
or Horez could do, was not to any purpoſe ta 
perſuade Idalia to riſe; ſhe ſeem' d, in the midſt 
of her Anguiſh, to exult, with hope of- Ven- 
gearice, and ſwore ſhe would continue in the 
very Place and Poſture ſhe was in, and, by 
proclaiming her Wrongs, and the Aurhors of 
-em, pur it paſt the power of all their Arti- 
gerd to eſcape the Puniſhment they fear d. Bur 


1 alas! 4 
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alas! her Reſolution ſtood her but in little 
ſtead on this Occaſion ; the imminent Danger 
they were in, made them diſpenſe with Cere- 
mony, and ſhe was taken out of Bed by force, 
and. her Clothes, in what manner they could, 

ddled on, As ſoon as ſhe was made ready, 
he catch'd her in his Arms, and carry'd her 
down ſtairs, bidding Florez Iook that nothing 
| was left in; the Chamber, which might diſco- 
ver who had been there: 'The Houſe that 
join d to that in which they were, belong d to 
a young Gentleman, whoſe Name was Henri- - 
quex de Velago, an intimate Friend and Compa- 
nion of Ferdinands. Thither did he carry the 
diſconſolate Idalia, entreating him to be careful 
that her Deſpair acted nothing againſt her 
Life, and that he would conceal her from the 
View of all his Servants, and at Night convey 
her to Padua, to a Seat he Yak We had in 
that City. Henriquez having faithfully pro- 
rmiſed to obey him in all theſe Injunctions, he 
left him, and returnꝰd to Horex and the Land- 
lady : the latter he bade be of good comfort, 
there could be no Proof againſt her, and all 


X ſhe had to do was to be reſolute in her Deni- 


Y als; for which, he told her, he would not fail 


do recompenſe her. Having given this neceſ- 
*X fary Order, he went away with Horex at the 


'Þ cher to be open 


«3 Back-Door the very moment that Bernardo, 
and thoſe he — were commanding the 
1. The Woman, 9 


to Directions, immediately obey'd, and ff 


well counterfeited a Surprize at the Demands 


9 they made, that a Perſon leſs intereſted than 
Don Bernardo would have believ'd her inno- 


2X cent; but the Letter was to. him an la” - 
- 8 , 1 E. : ö . 35 . ub 
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lei: and tho” 75 in ſearching all the 
Rooms, examining the 'Servants, gr} taking 
all the Care uſual on ſuch Occaſions, there 
ſeem'd not the leaſt ground to imagine ſhie, 
or any other Perſons, beſide the Family, had 
been here; he was obliged to go away” more 
unſatizfy'd, becauſe he wanted Proof; but as 
much aſſured as before, that this was the fatal 
Place. which ne e him of bis e 


ter. f ; * 2 7 
; fy, 1 * 1 7 
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'F ERDINAN D, ene by en 
went directly to his own Apartment, where 
having paſſed ſome time in conſultation in what 
manner it was beſt to proceed, at laſt it was 
concluded that the latter ſhould remain there 
conceal'd, till they ſhould find out by what 
means the Diſcovery had been made; and it 
| being the Cuſtom of the former every Morn- 
ing to attend the Doge, he new dreſſed him, 
and at the uſual Hour went to the Palace, 
which he found crouded by a great number of 
the Nobility and Senators, who, he was in- 
form'd by Ee of them, were ſummoned by 
the Doge on an Affair relating to Don Bernardo. 
It is eaſy to believe his Thoughts were not a 
little perplexed, to find the Affair had made 
ſo great a noiſe ; but vailing his Confuſion as 
much js poſſible, he mingled with the Com- 
pany that were going into the Room where his 

nele expected to receive them. The Morn- 
ing-Salutations were ſcarce over, when the 
unhappy Bernardo entered, and made his Com- 
plaint with ſo moving an Air, that few that 
heard him, but pity d his Misfortune. The 
Dege entreated him ro be of comfort, * 


him 


- 
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ver by whom theſe Letters were writ, for 
there was no Name to any of them, (alia 
having forbid it, that her Correſpondence with 
 Florez, might not by any Accident be found 
out) Bernardo produced them to the View of 
the whole Aflembly, and the Doge earneſtly 
adjur'd all preſent, that if they could in the 
leaſt gueſs by the Stile, or Character, who was 
the Author, they would immediately declare 
it. But every one affirm'd himſelf entirely ig- 
norant, and Ferdinand now hugg' d himſelf in 
a full Security that this firſt Brunt being paſt, 
nothing could hereafter prejudice him, or Fo- 
rex, on the account of 1dalia : But the Solem- 
nity with which he had heard his Uncle pro- 
teſt ro Don Bernardo, that if the Perſon who 

ed a oa 


Dt 

8 bur 1 
bad wrong 4d him could by any means be dif- 
cover d 1 ſtricteſt Severity of Juſtice ſhould 
be. his Po ortion, made. 3-4 extremely cautious 
in what manner he | behay'd. He forbore, 
| therefore, to vt Lala while he. was con- 
| ceal'd at the Houſe of Den Henriquez, nor 
9 would for ſome days after he Knew ſhe Was 

| Frey to Padua, go there. 


LR 


# * 


BUT while the Succeſs of his 1 Agende 
| afforded a good deal of ſatisfactory matter of 
Converſation to thoſe who were the Contrivers 
of it whenever they were together, the mi- 
ſerable Bernardo pa d his Hours in a Condi- 
tion pityable by all but thoſe who had occa- 
ion? dit: he refuſed to eat or drink, ſhut 
. himſelf from all Society, and ſuffer'd not the 
Light of Heaven to enter at his mournful Win- 
dows. In vain his Friends, Relations, and 
Acquaintance endeayour'd to perſuade him to 
aſſuage his Sorrows——in vain the Religious of 
all Orders ſent their daily Remonſtrances, 
how unlawful it was to give way to ſuch im- 
moderate Grief! He was not to be mov d 
he was not to be comforted—and it was look d 
on as almoſt a Miracle, that Age ſo oppreſs d 
ſunk not beneath the "Burden of an Ang uiſh 
ſufficient to VE weigh d down Touth. 


BUT to return to Tdatia—Never Man had 
2 Task more difficult, than Henriquez found 
in executing the Charge Don Ferdinand had 
given him. That wretched Lady was ſo bent 
Es on Death, that there requir'd the utmoſt Cau- 
Y tion to prevent the Miſchief which- her Fury 
1 3 d: a hundred * that one day 


ys 
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Theremiain'd in his Houſe, had ſhe attemptet 
on her Life, and when he had put her into a 
Gondula, which he had order d to be made 
ready for that purpoſe, he was obliged to hold | 
Her, the whole time of their little Voyage, in | 
his Arms, or the River Brent had been ber 
Grave. ' Oh Cruel! Barbarous Man'!*ſaid 
© ſhe, why will you deny me the 'only"Retief 
„for Miferies like mine? But think not to 
diſuppoint me always Not all the Powers 
of Heaven and Earth combined ſhall force 
me long to drag this Load of Infamy and 
Woe I cannot will not live! With 
ſuch like Speeches, which were ſtill accom- 
pany'd with tearing of her Hair, her Gar- 
ments, and ſometimes her very Fleſh, did fre 
expreſs the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul, When- 
ever he attempted to divert her Deſperation. 
But how dangerous is it for a Heart young 
and amorous to entertain Compaſſion for a 
Lovely Object! What a prevailing Force has 
Beauty in Diſtreſs! Not all her Diſtraction, 
nor the wild Horror which fat on her Fea- 
tures, could take ' from them their Power of 
Charming. — The Fire of Indignation which 
3 in her Eyes abated not the wonted 
Sweetrneſs the very Confuſion of her Air had 
ſomething graceful in it, and Henriquex too 
foon was ſenſible that in the Deſign of ſerving 
= Ferdinand he had undertaken an Office fatal to 
his on Repoſe. He ſtruggled, however, with 
all the force he was able, to withſtand the firſt 
Emotions of his Paſſion, not only becatiſe of 
the Injuſtice ſuch Sentiments would make him 
f Fade of to a Friend who had entruſted him, 
but alſo that himſelf was under Obligations ot 
| Con- 
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dener to a * who bud Prefer bias to 
the — World. r b Ad aol to 


Bur wo, what: tec 0 Obi cations, 
What Engagements are ſufficient to bind the 
roving y —— of faithleſs Man. ? VUntaſted 
\Pleaſures ſtill are thought the ſweeteſt : Donna 
Taura (for ſo was ſhe call'd, the Memory of 
Whoſe —.— this new Beauty was beginning 
to eraſe). had already been too bounteous of 
her Favours to make the almoſt ſated Hepriques. 
 over-ſollicitous of the Continuance of them; 
he had, however, more, Gratitude than many 
of his Sex can boaſt, and, as 1 haye already 
ſaid, endeavour c for ſome time very 44 
. ouſly. to repel the Afſaults, of any new Deſires 
to her | prejudice ; and tis not altogecher im- 
palfible (tho not exceed i ng probable, conſidering 
the Charms of Lalia, and the Inconſtanoy 
which is natural to Mankind) that his Efforts 
might not have been, unſucceſsful, had 7 
TR contributed to her undoing, en, 

5 A417 44 

NEVER [ne ee of a more Hrughty, 
kee and Impatient. 4 olition, than this La- 

and having ſome time before made — 

A 2 Re of a little Mooriſp Page, with a deſign to 
ta be a Spy on his Actions, was by him inform d 
that his later had, order d a Cendula to wait 
him about Sun- ſet at the River Brent, and that 
he had commanded his Seryants not to diſcover 
to any kerſon after his Departure which way 
he was gone; this, was ſufficient to alarm her 
with an Apprehenſion that ſomething; muſt 
have occaſion d this Secrecy; 3 and. the rather, 
becauſe ſhe had ſent twice that day to deſire 
to 
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to ſpeak with him, and he had both times ex- 
cuſed himſelf from coming, pretending Indif- 
poſition. She immediately, as jealous Women 
do, imagin'd the worſt, of Ons certain in. her 
own Mind that a new Miſtreſs had engaged 
him from her, and that it could be with no 
other he intended to leave Venice - She pre- 
ſently ſuppos'd it muſt be to Padua he ww Was, 
going, and not able to linger in the Torments 
of —— reſolvꝰd to be there before him; 
and that no notice might be taken of her De- 
ſign, would not command her own Gondula, 
tho ſhe had a very fine one, to be prepared, 
but got into one of thoſe common 
which generally wait to carry ordinary Paſſen-- 
gers. She had frequently been at the Houſe 
which Don Henriquez had at Padua, and the 
Servants that were in it perfectly knew her, 
and were not at all ſurpriz d to ſee her, eſpe- 
cially when ſhe told them that their Maker 
would be there next Morning. But the Con- 
fuſion with which Henriquex at his arrival be- 
held her there, may more eaſily be imagin'd 
than deſcribed ; therefore I ſhall only ſay it was 
ſuch as could be ſarmounred by nothing bur 
the Indignation of Laura, when by the ſight + 
of Nalia with him, ſhe had fo much reaſon to 
believe her Suſpicions were too juſt: She flew 
on him with all the Reproaches hee her Rage, 
and the Confirmation of her Jealouſy, could 
ſuggeſt; to which he gave but little Anſwer, 
till after he had conducted his Lovely Charge 
to a Chamber, and appointed a Servant to 
watch and attend her. At his Return to the 
Room where he had left Laura, he endea- 
F to allay the Fury ſhe Was in, . 
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on his own. account that 

been at the pains of bringing that Lady 

cher, but conceal'd the Name of the Verte 
for whoſe: ſake be had done it; helps of that 
opinion which molt of his Sex the g 
ther, chat there was bur little Security for 
cheir Secreſy, and was ſenſible how: .dange- 
us for Ferdinand it would- be, if by her Le- 
vity it ſhould be revealed. But his evading to 
let — her into the whole Affair, rendered her in- 
le of believing any part of it; all that he 
could ſay ſeem d but ſo many Excuſes, and was 
ineffetual to alleviate her Paſſion. She loaded 
him with Curſes and Upbraidi St Yor 
never to ſee him more.- could all his 


* 
* al the Truth: : he aſſured hey 
was not: on 


Entreaties prevail on her to continue a moment 


longer in his Houſe; but taking advantage of 
the Gondula which had brought him and alia, 
left him with a Vow never to reſt till ſhe had 
—m I mn to _ 1 diou! 


9 


WME MN once Women has gated * 
every thing in ber power to give, it pr 
Softne(s only, and fond Compliance with 
Lover's Will, that can maintain her Empire 
o'er his Heart. Ide Power which once 
this Lady had, was already ſhock' d by the 
newer, and more potent Charms of the incom- 
| Idalia ; and the Violence of her impa- 
tient Jealouſy bringing to his remembrance a 
thouſand Faults in her Humour, which in the 
Noon of Paſſion's Sun were hid, but now, in 
the Jane of his Aſſections appear d in their 


"_— Colours, ſhe began not only to rr 
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diſtaſteful to his · ſofter Yentiments,” but alſo to 
frem jultly f. 56 thoſe which Reaſon had the 

teſt: Hare in inſpiring He knew not 
— to what Exe vibes her Indignation 
might tranſport{her, andꝰto prevent «what "The 


might eontrive, "thought it che beſt way to re- 


move Idalia. He had 4 little Villa at Vicenza, 
about a Day's Journey from Pauun, in the 
Road xo Nona, one 0 86 the meſt pleaſantly fi- 
tuated Places in all ftaly, having 
tion on à Hill; which dfforded'a Proſpect of 
the whole Country round for many Miles; 
the Sweerneſs of the Air, und the Variety ot 
rural Diverſions' ſhe might ſind there he hoped 
might have an influence over her Melancholy, 
and in time wear off the Bitrerneſs of thoſe u- 

onizing dyed which's ar * ſhe was 
P #75? C en 4 
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0 HE delayed the Exeution of this Debign ien 
no longer than the next Day; and as nothing 
violent is ever of any long contiiuance, thro 
his Perſuaſions, and the Meaſures he made” uſe 
of to effect it; che deſperate” Emotions which 
had raged-with' fo much Fury in the Soul of 
Idalia; began by little and lite to abate; and 
the wonderful Reſpect, and prodigious Ten- 
derneſs with which ſhe found” herſelf treated 
by this new Adorer, by degrees entirely re- 
conciled her to Life: He obſerv'd it with Joy, 
and being deſirous to diſcover more, one Day, 
; as they were fitting together, he entreated her 
do command him ſomething whereby he might 
reeſtify the ſincere Eſteem and Admiration he 
= profeſſed/to have for her. He aſſured her 
there was nothing ſo 3 that he would 
0 not 


its Founda- 


2 qa to the reſt 
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modemake, er bfr ſake, and to _ 
lychngins, be begg/d ſhe-would have cons 

b in-im to agqueint him with 
Wopld have done. v. Do not, 


8 ; 


Reſting wie iyparſelt- as un, 
2 dex, AN int; While at Hicews : the 
ing in che d cap afford me a 


y; adequate cis of gazing on yon, 


20 if Pon are 2 do teturn to 
gur e ſhall: conduct you ta 
e gar to; ; invent; Home Excuſe 
Aa dw ever mo true Cauſe of 
1155 ence -o if you'eam-enough 
{i wits of, Fg Fan. e yield 

W. Ades 0. Rerdinaud, tho to 
: Ahe Bag of wy; own ardent: Wiſhes, 
4 2 all, meet; him i, for doubtleis 


he will Toon be there to take you me 
or if there be any thing in this place ſo a- 
reegble A We 25 40 male you willing ito 
Hels me 2 Reſidence in it, here re- 
* majn ſafe . — your Fathers Power, and 
eee all you would avid This 
er appear di ſo generous, that {dalia was 
infiniteiy charm d. with it; and, after a lit- 
dle pauſe, oo. am ſo much obliged, reply'd 
ea to your Honour and Good- Nature, fines 
I haye been hege, that it is not without che 
Tutmaſt Contuſion I e my manner of 
3 vou vhen I was firſt put in your 
dewer: as vou had no hand in my Undoing, 
* 175 to have my Reproaches 
who alone are worthy of em. 

eſt of your Obligations I ſee: 
ou are willing to add chat ef pardoning 

Y "Db my * urtered: But, continued. 


foe, 


5 
wb \ 
Kos 


„ker this laßt Fiyodr E 


The engere Mis 1 


ee, unh an Air _— 


. 
Father 
„venture, I 


19, nor 
retched W. 
rid. a Grave * 298 65 

4 e Fecher Ta — 

g „el — — 94 
Iſter thar has undone 18 Thatiths of Þ 

hoy is not b. rats 2 e He 


"7x o 7 
Es $ 


db 
57 Love and A ra on tke one ae. [ai 
Eſteem ani Gratirude, on ww other, and 4 
ſt entritig into a Viſtoutfe 
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that Liberty ſlie deſired, 12 tene 

Wade it beſt that r be Mode leave h& 

and return to Padua before the comitig' of 

Ainand, and miſſing him, ſhould diſcover he 
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had carry d and that 
at their firſt. meeting, he ſhould. counterfeit 
the ;greateſt Concern. imaginable for not having 


been able to fangs, h the 22 repoſed in 


witha Story of her hav 
i 8 1 554 e b en ; from his Boys 
This being neludes EN he took Hot 
1 for 1 where, had. 4 hap ered a 
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+ whoſe Elopement., had. 
| gt Venice, 155 at 3 3 her | 
| -- 43H not do on j EO 
would take ſuch rere e ae ink, a8 
would. infallibly.expaſe. her Rival. She thought 
lee if it were really alia, as there as no- 
ming improbable. but it Kane che ather's 
uſt Indignation would. not 9 5 * . — 
5 his Paſſion, by depriving: him of her ſight 
for ever, but alſo the eternal 1 ſtruction of 
his Fortune, and perhaps his Life, fe there 
was not any thing too violent for age to 
wiſh inflicted on him: aud 505 if Nhonld 
happen to be any. N 4 the Diſcovery 
Who ſhe was, and the Opporranity. it ,would 
give of. blaſting her Reputation, would be 
ſome little Satisfact ion, for the Loſs of Hey- 
riquez. With this View ſhe took a Pen, and 
employ d it ro Don ee F in the er 
ene 11 580 cr 
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T " receive an Firm), yet 10.be, 
race of the Per ſon 2 it, depri 
tie man either, of Vengeance. ar Redreſs, 11 
1 as a Vexation almoſt equal 10 what the 
faut itſe occaſtens : gue Hays. TG 


12 a Father's Heart muſt. feel mm. 7 575 
tment like yours, fo with- Hold a Secret dir 
may cher ſome ſort of. 4 SO —Y 
THE fair, Lali, 


either too fatally N by the 1 
oo Vicious and Perfidious of. his Sex | 
vez de Velago, or betrayd to ' bis os by 
peru; yet Leno wai lodg'd in 11 
e, perhaps in his Bed, when you. were vai 
Fg 1 fe. her in another ag KY wi 
reaſon, fearing the amorous Theft unſafe to be long 
detain d at Venice, has fince carry d ber 0 Pa- 


dua, where he u ba in Fe FAN 
"we" in Security, 
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WO D be you i ertizent + to fin fin 
what to do; your-own Wi and Paternal Care 
will need no ' Admonitions with what expedition you. 
ſhould haſte, I will not ſay to (ave, but to revenge 
@ Daughter : Therefore will trouble you no farther 
than to entreat your pardon for not. ſetting any 
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deſigi nete td trdubl 5 I 255 WI 
fome.. mote evident Detönſtratibn that 

were not = nd on, x they paſs'd 8 
Vineyard ad dining to 1 rhey. Hap ppen'd! to ſes 
A Country Fellow go, *rhe 7 it came 
into the head of E one of thoſe Who were 
with Bernardo, to in uire of him if he had 
not ſeen a Lady at His er's. The Ruſtick's 


Simplicity wm hopes he would not deny the. 
Truth, 
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Pruth, or if he did, it wd be in ſuch a 
manner, as they might eaſily diſcotr ; ang 
indeed had a Secret been in his Aeeping, the 
was little probability: it would !Jong.continue 
_ He prefently:tald:chem,! a had been 
there ſome few:days before 3 and, laid he; tis 
rumour d here:at:Radiia, ——— Hous 
_ rightz/s, me ſay than he is to marx 
rycher, but Hh che: Miſs #: belies nothing of 
it; for chancing to be in} the:Grove/ behind 
the Houſe, -who-did fee: came in hut theſe 
two. kiſſing and toyibg; ; they did! not thin 
E rack any notics : ſay no mor but if ever 
he is her Husband;; I have loſt my aim. chat s 
all. Theſe: Words; Which Could not be 
imagin'd to be utterꝭd with anynother deſign 
than what the manner of them expreſs d, the 
Neaſure ſame: 3 eſpecially of his degree, 
take in ſpeaking all they Knom, made poor 
Bemardo ready to 1 he was 
now . ſure it was Lala that the:Fellow meant, 
2nd the Horror which ſeiz d his before half- 
broken Heart, uns now; fo:lgreat to hear 
this ſeeming Confirmation of che Diſhonour-ob 
his Family and Rui of his Child, that he had 
neither Vice irit tot ask more. Bur: the 
others, being Jeſs) uintereſted in what they 
heard, had Profotce:of- Mind enough to pur 
many other Queſtions to him among the reſt, 
what ſort of a Woman ſhe was who had beety 
fo familiar with Don Herriquez;) if ſue was rat 
or ſhort, black or fair, bf >what Age che ap- 
d to be, and if he had eur ſeen her be-. 
or knew of her having been at his 
Maſter” s Hquſebany. "other hne chan that he 
ſpoke of in che: G: to moſt vß theſe ater-· 
04 1 


did no way agree with a Belief that it could 


% lbanratorn” 
rogatories the Fellow made ſuch Replies as 
gave no: Oertainty whether it was the Lady 
they were in ſearch of or not; till to the laſt, 
that of how often ſhe had been there, he told 
them it had bern her conſtant Ouſtom to come 
and tarry two or three Nights at a time, when- 
ever Heuriquen was at Padua; as long as he 
had been iemploy?d in working chere, which 
bad been above two Tears. This Account 


be dalia, who had never been one Night ab- 
ſent Rm her Father's; Houſe till that fatal 
one, in Mhich he had begun his Search: 
Which ſome of em ſaying, and chancing to 
mention her Name Alas l cry d the C 
iimman, you are miſtaken, Gentlemen, I do 
not know any thing of the Woman you ſpeak 
p ol 3-ſhe:T mean, is call'd Donna Laura di 
Savila, Widow of Don Faquez :de Savila, 1 
* was once a Servant of her Husband's, and 
am as well {acquainted with her Face as 
my own. There was not a Perſon in this 
Company but knew this Lady, but there Was 
one amorig em whom theſe Words did more 
partieularly influence/; he had for a long time 
| had a Paſſion: for her, and finding all the En- 
deatours he oculd make uſe of were in vain 
to engage any other Return than Diſdain, his 
ſuighted Fenderneſs (as tis common enough, 
eſpecially among the /talians) was now con- 
uerted to as violent an Averſion, and nothing 
on earth could have been ſo agreeable to the 
Sentiments with which he now conſider' d her, 
as this Accoung,, which gave him ſo fair an 
opportunity: «fronting, and expoſing her j 
en « cheir Reruro do Venice he took care 
9117 o 
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Capacity of revenging it, her Charms being 
almoſt paſt; the Hloom, and her Wealth, by, 


aur of humour wich the World, and dereſting- 
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fallen on herſ 
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about by any Contrivance of her own, he 


of Providence. for his Ingtatitude and F 
diouſneſs to her. 54 26 eee 
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AT his Return to Padua, xis hard to ſay 
whether his Surprize to hear his Houſe had 
been ſearch da or the Joy he .c 


nceiv d that 
the Danger of it Was ſo well. over, had the 


15 greateſt ſhare in his Soul : but his Content- 


„%% T 


dhe more effectual way to take off, all Appre- 
henſions of Don Ferdinands ever expecting to 
find dalia with him, to go to him With the , 


W wait his coming to ſeek her at Padua, He was 


former . Extravagancies very near exhaulted,: 


Misfortune 3 another, had ſo jultly 
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BUT this. happen d not till after ſhe, had» 
ſeen one part of her indignant Wiſh: fulfill d-. 

the Death of Heyriquez, ; Which tho not brought 


look d upon as inflicted on him by the eit 
erh 


Wh Story be had form d of her Eſcape, chan ſo 


Reflections, whigh eien her. | 


which few- reſorted to, who had any knowledge 


ment was only of, a ſhort gontinnange, deſign» > 
os to go immediately to /avige, thinking ir 
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juſt preparing to ſet out, When he was told 
that Don Ferdinand was alighted at the Gate: 
he went to receive him with the Familiarity 
which the long Friendſhip that had been be- 
tween them render d the moſt obliging ; but 
before he had time to mention what he in- 
tended about Halia, the other was beginning 
to make him a thouſand Acknowledgments for 
the Care he had taken in preſerving her for 
him. To what an — degree, dear 
Friend, ſaid he, am J obliged to you for the 
trouble you have had in D for me a 

5 Happineſs T' muſt but for Sour Goodneſs 
© have been utterly deprived of! All that I 

© can ſay, will be reco little to expreſs the 

© Gratitude I feel—bur be aſſured the Favour 
© ſhall never die in my Remembrance ; each 
© moment that bleſſes me with my lov'd Aa- 
© lia's ſight, will alſo remind me it is to you 
I am indebted for the Rapture. Aas 
28 my Lord, ( interrupted Henriquez, à little con- 
founded at receiving Thanks for that which he was 
conſcious to himſelf he was far from deſerving) I 
* wiſh to Heaven it had been in my power to 

© have any way contributed to your Satiſ- 
: faction, but all my Endeavours were in 
© vain” * I know what you would fay, 

b (ery'd Ferdinand, not Suffering him to proceed) 
I know the Inexorable Fair has been deaf to 
© all the Arguments you could urge in favour 
Jof my Paſſion ; but no matter, Time and 
e „ Afiduit; may work upon her, and my con- 
* tinued Tenderneſs engage her yielding to 
that Joy the Violence of my burning Paſſton 

© has yet but by Force obtained But haſte, 
* purſued he, my dear Henriquex / haſte and 
c conduct 
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© conduc. me to her—my. throbbing Heart 
© beats high with raging Love. This tedious 
* Abſence which the Fear of being ſuſpected, , 
and by that means loſing her for ever, could 
only have occaſion d, has made me almoſt. 
wild with fierce Impatience I burn, I bleed, 
I die to ſee her. Can it be poſlible, 
reſumed. Henriquez coldly, this mighty Long- 
ing, this ardent Wiſhing for one - whoſe 
Charms already you have rifled ? Can the 
Deſire of Beauty enjoy d and known, afford 
ſuch eager Tranſports ? "Tis ſtrange. 
indeed, reph d Ferdinand, but would not 
ſeem ſo, could you have any Notion how 
much beyond her Sex Ialia is—how charm- 
ing even in the midſt of Rage and Grief— | 
r very Frowns have more Attractions in 
em than the moſt melting Softneſs of any 
other Woman! I am ſorry for it, ſaid. 
Henriquez,, and if Wiſhes would avail, could 
= © willingly loſe part of my Blood, ſhe ſeem'd 
W - leſs worthy your Eſteem.” 


= THE Surprize of the enamour' d Ferdinand 
at theſe words can hardly be repreſented, 
much leſs the Rage with which he liſten'd to 
that Story the other had prepared to deceive 
him into a Belief of her Flight. There is no- 
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ting in the world more difficult than to con- 
= ceal Love from him who is a Lover, but much 
more ſo, when the ſame Object enflames them 


both: Beſides, there are ſo many little Heſi- 
tations in the telling an Untruth, eſpecially 


7 | with thoſe who do not uſually practiſe it, that 
Ja nice Obſerver may eaſily diſcern the dif- 


ference. Don Ferdinand was too paſſionate an 
$54 Gz Admirer 


Mer of Halia- $ Perfections. not to bakers: 
it highly probable another might think of her 
as he did; and, by the Force he had made uſe 
of to gratify Ris fires, one might know he, 
was not ſo great 2 Bigot to the Rules of Ho- 
nour, as to imagine they had power to re- 
firain Appetite : He forbore, however, to in-, 
terrupt the other while he was ſpeaking 3 ; but, 
as foon as he found him ſilent, he broke out 
ito all the Exclamations the Falſhood he be- 
lieved himſelf treated with deſerv'd. Hen- 
riquez, willing to preſerve his Friendſhip, but 
reſolute not to forgo Halina, made a thouſand 
Imprecations to aver the Truth. of what he 
ſaid, but to no putpoſe ; and had it really 
happen d as Henriquez pretended, tis probable 
he would have found it a hard matter to have 
gain'd credit from this impatient Lover: Fierce 
and tempeſtuous in his Nature when any 
thing diſpleaſed him, he let him know he ſaw 
through, and diſdain'd, the feeble Arts with 
which he went about to impoſe on him, and 
bid him once for all bring forth /dalia, or an- 
ſwer his Demand with his Sword. Henrique 
would very fain have evaded either, bur find- 
ing himielf preſs'd paſt refuſal, and abſolutely 
bent not to comply with the former, he was 
obliged to do ſo to the latter, or prove 
himſelf a Coward : the Place agreed on for 
the Deciſion of this fatal Controverſy, was a 
Field adjoining to Henriquex's Houſe ; and 
Ferdinand going there before, to avoid Suſpi- 
{iſt cion of their Quarrel, the other promiſed to 
i follow him immediately. 
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" I'T was not without the greateſt Concern. 
that Heuriquez found himſelf involv'd in this 
unhappy Nereſſity, either to be miſerable for 
ever in the Lofs 6f 1dalia, or become the Ene- 
my of a Perſon whom he had long conſider d 
as the moſt intimate of his Friends, and one 
in whoſe power it was to do him many ill Of- 
fices with the Doge; on whom he, as well as 
the other, had a Dependance. But what 
Conſiderations are of force againſt Love? Af- 
ter two or three moments Reflection, he ſat 
him down, and writ a Letter, which he gave 
to a truſty Servant, ordering him to carry it 
with all Secrecy and Speed to his Villa at Vi- 
cenxa, and deliver it to alia; and then imme- 
diately went to the Field, where the enraged 
Ferdinand impatiently expected him. 


A few words, much to the ſame purpoſe as 
thoſe they had entertain'd each other with in 
the Houſe, having paſt between them, the new 
made Enemies drew their Swords, and run- 
ning againſt each other with greater Force than 
= Art, each more aiming to reach his Rival's 
Life than defend his own, both had their Wiſh ;_ 
the unfortunate: Henriquex loſt his at the firſt 
== Puſh, and his Antagoniſt having receiv'd his 
= Death's Wound, though yet ignorant of it, 


ſeeing him fall, was about to make his Eſcape, 
= when, on a ſudden, he found himſelf unable, 


and that he ſhould ſoon loſe both the Triumph 
of having overcome his Foe, and the Danger 
of the Puniſhment the Law inflits on Duel- 
= liſts. He ſurviv'd not the other above half an 
hour, as the Chirurgeons, who afterwards ex- 
| amin'd 
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amin'd the Bodies, imagin'd; and the untime- 
ly Death of theſe two unhappy Gentlemen 
gave dalia the firſt Proof, that her Beauty, 
like a fatal Comet, was deſtructive to all on 
whom it had any Influence, and ſeem'd given 
her in ſo extraordinary a Proportion, only to 
make her Misfortunes more conſpicuous. 


SH E, who little dreamt of this fatal Cata- 
ſtrophe, was, in the mean time, entertaining 
herſelf with Ideas of a far different nature: 
had ſhe been leſs conſcious of her own Excel- 
lencies, ſhe could not have been blind to the 
Admiration which every Word and Action teſ- 
tify'd Don Henri quex had of them. She ſaw 
plainly that he lov'd her, and lov'd her with a 
Paſſion which was not to be accounted leſs 
violent, becauſe it was more reſpectful than 
that of Don Ferdinand; her Pride however 
would certainly have prefer d the latter, be- 
cauſe of his ſuperiour Quality, could ſhe have 
entertain'd the leaſt hope, that after what had 
happened he would marry her. But young 
and vain as ſhe was, ſhe flatter'd not herſelf 
with ſuch a hope; and for that reaſon, as well 
as for the Violence he had uſed her with, he 
was the Obje& of her extremeſt Deteſtation : 
but as for Henriquex, ſhe began to confider, 
that if his Deſigns were honourable, as he had 
never given her any Cauſe to ſuſpect they 
were not, ſhe might, by becoming his Wife, 
take off the Odium, which, by her being 
gone from her Father's Houſe, had been caſt 
on her Reputation. And this appear'd ſo lau- 
dable a Wiſh, that ſhe thought it would be 
an Indiſcretion greater than any ſhe had yer 

been 
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of, uld ſhe refuſe it. She 
chought of nothing therefore but the manner 
in which ſhe ſhoul conſent, which ſhe doubt- 
ed not but he would ask at his next Coming 
to Vicenza. | | T7 


I doubt not but 1 Reader will Fa: pretty 
much ſurpriz d to find ſhe could fo eaſily be 
brought from one Extreme to another, and that 
ſhe who bur a few days before was all Deſpair 
and Rage, was already own ſo temperate and 
calm; but there was a happy Inſtability .in this 
Lady's Nature, which prevented her from regret- 
ting any _ for a long time together, and it 
was this Diſpoſition which carry*d her thro a Sea 
of innumerable Troubles, each of which would 
have been ſufficient to have overwhelm'd ano- 
ther Woman, 'The T reachery with which her 
Confidence had been abus'd by Horex, the ir- 
reparable Inj jury her Virtue had receiyed from 
the brutal Paſſion of Ferdinand, and the Grief 
which ſhe was ſenſible the Loſs of her was to 
her afflicted Father, were now no more remem- 
bred, or confi der'd only as Vexations which 
the gaining a Husband ſo meritorious as Henri- 
quez, would amply compenſate. 


IN Contemplations therefore, not diſpleaſ- 
ing, did ſhe paſs her Time; till about the 
third Day after the Departure of Heuriquex, 
one of the Seryants whom he had left to attend 
her, came running haſtily into the Room where 
ſhe was, and told her, That Don Myrtano, 
Brother to his Maſter, deſir d to ſpeak with 
her, She cou'd have no Apprehenſions of the 
true Reaſon of this Viſi it, and i imagining only 


that 
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that ſome Accident having detain'd Henriguez. 
longer than he deſign'd, he had commiſſion'd 
him to tell her ofit, went to receive him without 
any Concern, or Boding of the Miſeries, which 
this fatal Interview drew on her. 


AFTER the firſt Civilities were over, 
© Madam ! ſaid he, T have a Letter for you, 
© which you ought to have receiv'd before; but 
© the fame unhappy Accident which delay'd. 
© the bringing it, has alſo been the Cauſe of my 
breaking it open; a Rudeneſs, I confeſs, 
© which nothing but the Occaſion could e- 

© cuſe.* In ſpeaking theſe Words, he deli- | 
ver'd a Paper to her, which was the ſame that 
Henriquez, had writ to her the moment before 
he fought with Ferdinand. The melancholy Air 

of his Deportment, and the Sighs which ac- 
company*'d his Expreſſions, gave, her, ſufficient 
Reaſon 'to believe there was ſomething extra- 
ordinary to. be told her ; but ſhe ſuſpended 
the lefſer Curioſity, to ſatisfy the greater, of 
knowing what this Letter contain'd ; which 
opening haſtily, ſhe found in it theſe Lines: 


To the Incomparable ID alla. 


F any thing were wanting to make my Charmer 
ſenſiblè of be Wouders of her Power, and the 
Effects it has, wrought on me ; what Jam now abqut 
to acquaint her, with would be a Pro. 
= . 43 64 4+* @ | 
DON Ferdinand either ſuſpecting the Artifice 
which my. Paſſion inſpir d me to deceive him with, 
er reſenting the little Care I ſeem d to have of the 


* 


= 7ruf he repos'd in me, demands my Life for the Ex- f 
WE pation of my Crime. I go this Moment to anſwer = 
== the Call of | his Revenge. I cannot blame him; b 
de Man who aims at jo ineſtimable a Treafure as 1 
wur Love, fhould, for that Bleſſing, quit all meanex 7 
= Confiderations : and in that View ouly it is that I 9 
== hal dare to maintain the Falfity 1 have told him, = 
to at the Expence of my laſt Drop of Blood. But, | k 
== as 1 am ignorant how, in this fatal Conteſt, Fate 1 
may deal with me, IT ſnatch this Opportunity of 1 
== 7ouring out a Million of ſoft , tender Wiſhes, while 1 
= give you this Aﬀurance, that whatever is decreed for 
my Body, jou wholly govern my Immortal Part; the 
Sword of Ferdinand may pierce my Heart, but not 
eeraſe the bright Idea that my Soul is full of. when 
Fam Aſpes, the Paſſion you have inſpir d will have a 
Being; and Living, or Dying, T ſhall ſtill coutinue 


. 
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Your Adprer, 


Henriquez De Velago. 


FD ALI 4 was too much intereſted in the 
Life of Don Henriquex not to be impatient to 
hear the Iſſue of this Quarrel mention'd in the 
Letter; which being inform'd of by his Brother, 
” ſhe ſwoon'd away, o'ercome with Grief and 
Wonder. Don Myrtano was not idle in applying 
proper Means for her Recovery, which when 
he had effected, he began to entertain her in a 
very different manner than What ſhe cou'd have 
expected from fo near a Relation to the Man 
who owed his Death to her malevolent Beauty; 
he was all Complaiſance, all Gallantry, and 
ſeem d ſo little * at What his Brother 
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had done, that he aſſur d her he ſhould think 
a Death ſo caus*d more glorious than the. long- 


eſt Life, which gave not a Proof of being ſen- 


ſible of her Charms: This was indeed the 


Way to diſſipate her Sorrows, but as ſhe want- 
ed not Wit nor Diſcernment, tho? her Vanity 

too often blinded her Judgment, ſhe could not 
help thinking it a little odd that he ſhould ? 
come there to viſit her, and bring a Letter 
which he confeſſed he had taken the Liberty to 
open; and letting fall ſome Words which teſti- 


fy'd as much, he gave her to underſtand his 
Reaſons for it, in this manner. © I ſee, Ma- 


© dam, ſaid he, that you are not more ſurpriz'd 
© at the Contents of this Letter, than that I am | 
the Bearer of it; and becauſe I ſhould think 
0 

c 


it a Sin unpardonable to Heaven to oppoſe 
the Will of its moſt perfect Reſemblance, the 
Divine Malia, J ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy her, 


of this unfortunate Adventure. 
on the Parade the very Morning that he re- 


which gave him an Account of my Brother 
being bleſt with your Society, he deſir'd me 
with the moſt earneſt Conjurations to inform 
him what I knew of the Affair; to which I 
anſwer' d, as well I might, that I was ſo far 
from being let into any ſuch Secret, that I 
verily believ'd it a Falſity ; and when he ſpoke 
of coming to Padua in ſearch of you, I offer d 
to accompany him, which I had done if not 
prevented by ſome Buſineſs which I could 
not put off. At his Return he ſent for me, 
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and ſeem'd concern'd that he had been gelen 
| 0 


as far as is in my power, of every Particular 7 
Happening 
to be walking with your Father Don Bernardo 


ceived a Letter from an unknown Hand, 
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© © of wronging my Brother, and entreated me 
© to make his Apology when next I ſaw him, 
which I told him would be in a ſhort Time, 


and accordingly took Horſe for Padua imme- 
diately. I alighted there at the very moment 
that the Bodies of the two unhappy Rivals 
were brought in: The Conſternation I was 


in, to ſee this dreadful Iflue of a Friendſhip 


which promis'd a far different Conſequence, 


can hardly be expreſs d: I ſtood for ſome 


time without the Power of Speech or Motion, 
and perhaps had not recover'd myſelt ſo ſoon, 
if a Servant whom I knew to be the moſt fa- 
vour'd one my Brother kept, had not rouz'd 


me from my Lethargy of Thought, by giving 


me a Paper, which he told me was writ by 
his Maſter, and put into his Hand, with a 
ſtrict Charge to be deliver'd to a Lady at 
Vicenza. I was juſt about to carry it, ſaid he, 
but am glad I made no greater haſte, ſince 
the Contents may poſſibly inform you the 
Reaſons of this fatal Quarrel, In that per- 
plexity of Mind, I loſt Decorum, and break- 
ing the Seal, ſoon found the Fellow's Con- 
jecture but too true, — that it was to Love I 
owed the Misfortune of my Brother's Death: 
Wonder not then, adorable Idalia! (continu d 
he, ſoft'ning his Voice) that I was fir d with 
Impatience to behold a Beauty, whoſe 
Charms had given ſuch a Proof of their pro- 


digious Influence.— I come (cry'd he, growing. 


more tender) to ſatisfy a Curioſity which, I 
fear, will coſt me dear. There was ſome- 


thing ſo very graceful and engaging, in the Air 
and Addreſs of this young Gentleman, that it 
was almoſt impoſſible to ſee or hear him, with- 
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out confeſſing a Senſibility of Perfections which 
very few, if any, vows equal. Ianlia, who 
bad a Soul too capable of ſoft Impreſſions, full 
of warm Deſires, and tender Languiſhments, 
tho? yet unfix d, gaz d on him with a Pleaſure 
which as yet ſhe knew not the Meaning of — 


That Life and Gayety which once had made 


her relith the @otiovbſition of Florez—that no- 
ble Mein and elegant Behaviour which had en- 


gag'd her Attention to the firſt Vows of Ferdi- 


nad — and that ſubmiſſive Tenderneſs which 


pleas'd her in the Addreſſes of Henriquez,, and 


a thouſand other different, nameleſs Graces, 


which ſeem'd united in the lovely Myrtano, in- 


ſpir'd her, at the firſt Sight of him, with a Paſ- 
ſon which ſhe had neither Strength to repel, 
nor Artifice to conceal. She now found in good 
Earneſt what it was to love, and felt in reality 
thoſe Emotions which before ſhe but fancy'd 
to have done. He who was perfectly — 
with the Sex, and no Stranger to the Charms 
he had for em, immediately read it in her Eyes, 


and reſolv'd to make his Advantage of it, in 


favour of thoſe Deſires, which few that ſaw 
Kala but were poſſeſs d 1 


H E ſtaid not long at the Vila, after having 


atiwarbs her'to remain there his Gueſt, as-ſhe 
had been his Brother's, and to command every 
thing in it with the ſame Freedom as ſhe wou'd 
do at Don Bernardo; the neceſſary Prepara- 
tions for the Funeral of Henriquex, whoſe Heir 
he was, obliging him to return to Padua with 
all expedirion : bur the ſhort Time he had 


been there, Was ſufficient to inſpire the unhappy 


Idalia 
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The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 98 
alia with ſuch Sentiments as ſeverely revengd 
the Deſtruction of his Brother. 


TH E Infancy of Love is generally the moſt 
pleaſing Part of it, when new Deſires play 
round the innocent Heart, and gentle Thril- 
lings warm the throbbing Veins, the ten- 
der Paſſion by ſwift but unperceiv'd degrees 
ſtealing thro” all the Seats of Life, affords 
only gay Wiſhes, pleaſing Dreams, and rap- 
turous Images of Joys to come ; but in another 
manner did it enter the Soul of this unquiet 
*X Fair—She no ſooner found herſelf alone, than 
giving way to her impatient. Paſſion, a thou- 

ſand widely different Thoughts, all wild and 
ſtormy as a troubled: Sea, overwhelmed Refle- 
ction, and made Reaſon giddy—She was pre- 
ſently ſenſible that ſhe lov'd, and lov'd to that 
prodigious height, that the leaſt Appearance 
of an Obſtacle to what ſhe with'd, was worle 
than Death ; her ruin'd Honour, and her a 
blacken'd Fame feem'd now Misfortunes more 
terrible by far than ever they had done before. 
© Oh *tis impoſſible (cry d ſhe to herſelf) that 
* Myrtano the lovely, the accompliſh'd Myrtano, 
can ever think the undone Aalia an Object 
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worthy of his ſerious Affections. No, t was 
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All Gallantry—all unmeaning Flattery which 
= : _ dictated the tender Words he ſpoke.— His 
Heart deſpiſes the Indiſcretion of my Con- 
I duct.—pPity is the moſt tender Sentiment he 
can regard me with, and oh! how diſtant is 
that from what I would inſpire!” A Stream 
of Tears ſucceeded theſe Expreſſions; but this 
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= Paſon having a little vented itſelf, the natural 
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= Vanity of her Diſpoſition return'd to give her 
=_ Conſola- 


541.  TDaLia: or, 
Conſolation ; and in this Humour ſhe would 
ſay, Yet why ſhould I deſpair, I am perhaps 
the only Perſon that judges with ſo much 
© Severity of my Actions. Henriquez found e- 
* nough in me to counterballance all that my Mi 
* Miſmanagement has brought upon me, and 
© why may I not hope his Brother may be of 
© his Opinion? — My Eyes are till the ſame, RF 
and every Charm which us'd to attract, main- 
* tains its Luſtre with unfading Brightneſs. — MR 
The Man to whom I ow'd my Shame, has 
with his Life repair'd the Injury he did me, 
* —nor is my Birth unworthy of Myrtano. 
With ſuch kind of Sentiments would ſhe awhile FRF 
uile Deſpair; but then the exceſſive Eagerneſs 
with which ſhe wiſh'd to appear amiable in the 
Eyes of this Charmer of her Soul, ſuggeſted 
another Difficulty which ſhe knew not how to 
get over.— * Fool that I am, (reſumed ſhe) and 
too liable to entertain the vain Deluſions of 
* fictitious Hope.—” Tis not in Nature—'tis 
not in Reaſon, to expect the Man whoſe 
Brother I have kill'd, ſhould love me.—The 
noble Henriquex, but for me, might have liv'd 
long and happily—tfor my curs'd ſake he dy'd, 
and Myrtano is bound to hate me—ſhould 
* he forgive it, the Ghoſt of that unhappy 
Youth, would riſe to blaſt us in the midſt of 
Rapture —O Torture! Horror! Hell | —it 
cannot—mult not be—both Heaven and Earth 
forbid it—#enriquez cannot be recall'd, and 
Myrtano mult not love.” 
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IN Agonies not to be expreſs d, not to be +? 
conceived but by the Heart that felt em, did 
this half-diſtracted Lady paſs the Night after 
| the 
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| the departure of Myrtauo ; but the Morning 
brought her a Comforter beyond her Hopes. 


She was ſcarce riſen from the Bed, which the 
Confuſion of her Thoughts had made moſt reſt- 


leſs, when ſhe received a Letter, which opening 


with a mixture of Delight and Pain, as be- 
leving it came from him who now had the 


ſole Power of beſtowing either, ſhe read theſe 
Lines : | 


Jo the Newer-enough- Admir'd 


IDALIA. 


T is not the bleeding Body of my only Brother 


2 uninterr d, it is not the Apprehenfions how, 
at 


o unfit a Seaſon, you may condemn my raſh Pro- 
ceeding, can deter me from making a Declaration 
as ſuitable to your Beauty, as it is the contrary to 


my preſent Circumſtance. But you were created 


only to work Wonders, and in the midſt of Death 
and Horror difcloſe an opening Heaven, whoſe 
Brightneſs will ſuffer uo other Ideas but itſelf to 


appear in the Remembrance. 


THE Curiofi ty which yeſterday brought me. to 


Vicenza, has involu'd me in a Paſſion which © 


muſt render me either the moſt bleſt, or the moſt 


wretched of Mankind. Who loves Idalia can have 
no Medium in his Fate; what then muſt be the 
Terrors of Suſpence in an Mair on which depends 


far more than Life? Eaſe them, I conjure you, 
moſt adorable Idalia! and either ſend me to the 


Grave 


YL 
— 


eee, 
Grave a my unhappy Brother, or permit me to 
tive in the felicitous Hope he ing one day 


| Yours, 


| Myrtano hs Velago. 


i 


P. 8. Whether vun pardon or condemn the Pre- 
ſumption of this, let a Line inform me : if. the for- 
mer, expect me to return Thanks at your feet, as 
ſoon. as the Obſequies of my ure are perform d; 


if the inns, to hear I am 10 


"WITH EY Tranſpc orts of unbounded 
Joy ſhe read theſe 3 let thoſe be judge 
who love like her: a thouſand, thouſand, times 
ſhe kiſs'd the dear, the welcome, Mandate; 
then put it to her Heart, repeating to herſelf 
the raviſhing Contents—then ſnatch'd it out 
again, as loth to loſe the fight of what had 
given her ſo infinite a Satisfaction, that ſcarce 
the Author of it, had he been preſent, could 


have added to it; the Extaſy ſo fill'd her 


Soul, that ſhe thought not * anſwering it, 
till a Servant informid her the Meſſenger, who 
brought it, waited to be diſpatch'd. He 
ſhallnot long, (ory'd fhe, farting as it were from 
ſome delightful Dream) and immediately running 


to a Table whereon Rood a Standiſh, made 


him this AY. ELL. 5 
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To Dor MrRTAN O. 


TN what manner can a Perſon fo much obliged 

received an Overture of Love, without appear 
= | ing guilty either of an Indecorum to her ſelf, or In- 
= gratitude to you? If I accept too readily of the 
== ZHeart you offer, how ſhall I anſwer it to the Modeſty 
= of my Sex? And if Ireject it, what way is left for 
== me to repay the mauy Favours I am indebted for f— 
Severe Nereſſity ! that whichſoever Path J tread, 
it leads to Condemnation———yet ſuch is the Cru- 
== elty of my Fate. I therefore will chuſe neither, but 


remain unbyaſs'd til Time, and a more perfect 
= Acquaintauce with your Humour, ſhall inform me 


what will beft become Bernardo's Daughter 
Idalis. 


P. S. While I am a welcome Gueſt at Vicenza, 
J. Hall expect you to tell me ſo, as frequently as you 
can. We 


2 


IT was with all the difficulty in the world 
ſhe reſtrain'd herſelf from writing with more 
Tenderneſs, and when ſhe read over what 
| ſhe was about to ſend, it appear'd ſo cold, 
and ſo far unlike the ſincere Dictates of her 
Wiſhes, that ſhe could not forbear adding a 
Poſtſcript, for fear he ſhould imagine her, 
indeed, altogether inſenſible of his Merit, 
and give over the hopeleſs Proſecution : nor 
was ſhe reconciled to what ſhe had done, till 
the next Morning, much about the ſame Hour 


ſhe 
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ſhe wad reneized the former, ſhe was agree- 
ably diſturb'd from her Sleep by a ſecond Bil- 
let, us Contents of which- Ves these 


To the Adorable 1 DA br * 


HE Sight of your dear Hand ave a. 70 too 

exquiſite to be alay 4, even by the cold Re- 
Iuftance with which you ſeem to treat a ” Paſſion. the 
f ere, that ever Man profeſs d or Woman wel- 
com d.— Methinks there Gould need no more 
to convince jou the Power of your. triumphant 
Charms, than two ſuch Victims as Ferdinand and 
Henriquez ; and whenever you doubt My | Truth, 
it canuot be that you call in queſtion your ou 
Beauty, but my Iucapacity of diſtin guſhing it.— 
But Time (as you are pleaſed to ſay) as it will 


convince you, ſo I hope will alſo move you to com- 
paſſionate what is felt by 


Tour .nuf Faithſul Slave, 
Myrtano de * 


P. S. The Body of the unfortunate Hontiquez 
is this Night to be repofited in the Tomb of his 
Anceſtors, and I hope to-morrow's. Evening will 
bring me 10 Vicenza." Prepare, if poſſible, 10 
receive me with à Smile, beſt I envy the Condition 
of him I leave behind me, aud regret a Life made 
n 5 i e | 


a THERE was not 1 of pF So 
for: this Preſſure in che Poſtſeript; the ena- 


mour d 


* 


mour'd /4alia would have found it a difficult 
task to have dreſs'd her Face in Frowns when- 
ever he appear'd, had "The never ſo much en- 
deavour'd it; and ſhe was fo much an Enemy 
to diſguiſing her Sentiments, that he might 
eaſily read them in the Anſwer which ſhe re- 
turn'd. Ir was in this manner. "FT 


To Don MTRTAN o. 


F I were not unwilling to harbour a Thought ſo 
entirely diſagreeable to my own Deſires, I 
= ſhould imagine there was more of Raillery than 
= Sincerity in the Declaration your firſt Letter made 
= me. far: not ſo little conſcious of my own De- 
= merits, as to believe myſelf capable of inſpiring a 
Paſſion ſuch as you deſcribe———but I ſhall make 
allowances for that. I am ſenſible you Men of 
Wit know how to magnify—and if I have not the 
better opinion of the ſmall ſhare of Beauty I am 
miſtreſs of, I ſhall moſt certainly of your Elegance 
in raiſing an Idea ſo infinitely beyond what it is in 


5 4 Fi ö. 
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= reality. All I wiſh is, that in good earneſt you 
may talk yourſelf into an Tmpoſition on your Judg- 
ment, and never ſee more than now you ſeem to do, 

4 the Faulis of eee, 6 
ER IJalia. 


P. S. I fhall impatiently expect you to-morrow 
at Vicenza, and ſhall take care not to wear a 
Countenance too melancholy, leſt it ſhould remind 
you (more than will be for my advantage) of our 
common Loſs in the Generous Henriquez.——T/} 
then — Adieu. e 
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I'N Contemplations.much the ſame as ſhe 
had entertain*d*herielf with the Night before, 
did ſhe paſs this. The enſuing Day ſlid on 
inſenſibly, while ſhe was employ'd in ſtudying 
Airs, and practiſing in her Glaſs new Graces, 
to make the already charm'd Myrtano more 
enflamed. At length he came, and whether 
the extraordinary Deſire each had to pleaſe, 
| or that (as moſt People at ſome- times look 

more amiable than at others) that day they 
chanced to do ſo ; but the before too.potent 
Charms of both, ſeem'd improv'd at this ſe- 
cond View. The ſparkling Eyes of Myrtano, 
which before ſhone with Amazement, at the 
| uncommon Beauties they beheld in 1dalia's, 
= had now a tender Languor—a ſwimming Ex- 
1 tacy—a ſoft, beſeeching, nameleſs, Lovelineſs, 
| mix'd with their Luſtre, and ſpake, without 
the help of Words, the Wiſhes of his Soul. 
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|: The Mourning Dreſs he had on, ſet off to 
I vaſt advantage the Delicacy of his Complec- 
i) tion, which was of fo unmatch'd a Whiteneſs, 
i that there required all that Majeſty, and Lof- 
i tineſs of Mien, which in his whole Deport- 
| 


| ment ſhow'd itſelf, to keep him from Effemi- 

| nacy: and, indeed, never did Nature unite 

ſuch contrary Perfections with ſo engaging a 

Harmony as in his Compoſition. A diſtant 

View ſhow'd him all Aero, adorn'd with 

every manly Martial Grace, and inſpired Awe 

in the admiring Gazer ; bur his near Approach 

| diſſolv'd in ſottning Languiſhments the Soul, . 

| and ſpoke him form'd for all the Joys of Love. 

'T hus, but far more enchanting than Deſcrip- |K 

tion can have power to repreſent him, did he 
appear 


* 
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appear to the tranſported Idalia; but that the 
Reader may have ſome little Notion of his 
Charms, take the Idea of em ſet down by her 
who beſt knew how to paint them. 


The Character of MxRTano j 
Writ by IDALI 4, 
Aud found afterwards in her Cloſet: 


Right ! Lovely ! Graceful! are all Words below 

pat to Myrtano's Character we owe - 
Divinely Glorious ! Godlike ! ſpeaks but Part, 
He yet has Charms which nearer touch the Heart: 
Theſe, awful Wonder, and our Homage claim, 
But there's a Sweetneſs Language cannot name, 
A Soul-Enchanting Softneſs ( far above 
The reach of Thought, unknowing him, to prove) 
Dwells in his Air, amidſt his Glories plays, 
And tempers, not diminiſhes the Blaze. 


17 HERE Fancy ſtoops to court the Aid of Senſe, 


. Unable to conceive ſuch Excellence ! 

: Imagination may a Form create, 

+ > , Correftly Lovely, and ſupremely Great ; 
But Oh ! how mean would that Idea be, 
To what, indeed, is to be found in Thee! 
Joy-mingled Wonder kindles at thy fight, 
And clothes our Admiration with Delight ! 


AS 
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ES 7 apers languiſh at th e f 901 
And by degrees melt flow their Shine away 3 _ 
A while they glimmer with contracted Spires, 
Trembling, unable to relax their Fires : 8 
But when the Sun broad Eye iu open d wide," 
And Drums, thick flaſhing, ſhooz on every "Þ 
No more their emulative Force they try, 
But quite o eruheim d with Radiance fink, and die; 
So thoſe pale Lights whoſe Glare late ſoar'd our 
Nraiſe, 
Are wholly loſt in thy Almighty Blaze. 1 
Eras'd and blotted from the Book of Fame, 


Her thouſand Tougues fwell with thy charmful Nas: | 


No other Sound now ſtrikes our wil 4 Ears! 

No other Form in our glad View appears ! 

So fully oer the Soul thy Influence W 
That not one Rebel Ti ent thy Sway An, NE 


HAD the Sans of Halia . as 2 
ly inclined, *tis poſſible we might have had a 
better Deſcription of her tranſmitted to Poſte- 
rity, than I am able to gather from the im- 
perfect Accounts I received from thoſe who 
gave me the Hiſtory of her Life: but@nce 
that has not been done, every body is at liber- 
ty to form an Idea of what appears moſt plea- 
ſing to them; for that ſhe was one of the 
moſt Lovely of her Sex, 1s evident from that 
prodigious —— of Charming which gain'd 
her almoſt as many Admirers, as ſhe had Eyes 


to gaze upon her. 0 Br 
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BUT to return to her Converſation with 
Myrtano ;——It was fuch as was agreeable to 
their Characters, all Wit, all Elegance, all 
'Tendernefs, and Love; they were equally 
tranſported with each other, and tis hard to 
ſay which had the better in this Race of Paſ- 
fion. Halia, indeed, teſtified hers no other 
way than in liſtning with a pleas'd Attention 
to his Vows; but there needed no more to 
make the happy Lover conſider her as half ob- 
tain'd already, and tho he did not immediately 
preſs for the Gratification of his Wiſhes, he 
did not in the leaſt deſpair. - He made her fe- 
veral Viſits, in which nothing happen'd of 


any. greater conſequence than to increaſe her 


Admiration of him. She never ſaw him with- 
out diſcovering ſome new Perfection; and that 
Height of Paſſion with which ſhe at laſt re- 
garded him, would be injured by an ordinary 
Lover's Imagination of it. But notwithſtand- 
ing the rapturous Reflection of being beloved 
by a Man who appear'd ſo every way merito- 
rious, ſhe had pretty near as equal a ſhare of 
Diſquiet, thar he had never in all his Sollici- 
tations mention'd the leaſt word of Marriage. 
A. thouſand, and a thouſand times he had told 
her, That he lived but in her fight—Thar 
he ſhould court Death as a Blefling, if any 
Accident ſhould: deprive him of her That 
the united Charms of her whole Sex beſides 
would be ineffectual to alienate his Thoughts 
one moment from her—and ſwore as many 
Vows of an eternal Conſtancy, as there were 
Saints in Heaven to witneſs em. She knew 
he aim'd with an unbounded Ardor to poſleſs 


_ 


64 15 411A on, 
her, but knew not by what way he wiſh'd 


to do ſo: and this, whenever it came croſs 


her Thoughts, embitter'd all the Sweetneſs 
of his Love, and ſhock'd her to the Soul. 
She reſolved at length to ſummon all her Cou- 
rage, to ſay ſomething to him which ſhould 
oblige him to diſcover what his Intentions 


were; and ſhe had no ſooner fix d herſelf in a 


Determination to do ſo, than-ſhe found ſhe 
had more cauſe for it than before ſhe had been 
ſenſible of. ISS | t 


THERE are Times when even the moſt 


| prudent are not Maſters of their Actions, 
how then could it be expected that the Young, 
Gay, Enflamed, Myrtano ſhould have always 
the power of commanding. his, in Opportu- 
nities ſuch as he enjoy'd ! As yet, indeed, he 
never had tranſgreſſed the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Decency ; but Defire becoming, by Reſtraint, 
more fierce, at laſt grew wild, and would no 


longer endure to be controul'd by dull Re- 


ſpect. 


HE never came to Vicenza but he ſtaid a 
Night or two : A little Room ad joining to 
Hdatia's Chamber was that in which they ge- 
nerally ſupp'd together, and ſeldom parted 
early. As they were entertaining each other 
on the uſual 'Theme, and mingling Kiſſes with 
their Vows of Paſſion, by ſome Accident his 
Sleeve catching hold of a Corner of a Table 
on which the Lights were ſet, he threw it 
down: What Lover is not fond of Darkneſs ! 
The impatient Myrtano bleſt the happy 
Chance, and thinking this the lucky Moment 

| ordain d 


we 


F 


* 


ordain'd to give him all his Soul at preſent 
5 long' d for hy ſnatch'd the trembling Fair, 
and calily finding his way into the next Room, 
bore her to, the Bed, and was pretty near the 
= Accompliſhment of his Deſires, before the 
= Surprize ſhe was in, at this ſudden Change of 

his Behaviour, could permit her to make any 


WE nuouſly, that without being guilty of rhe ſame 
Violence as Ferdinand had been, it was im- 
== poflible for him to proceed. In ſpite of all 
the tender Paſſion with which ſhe had regarded 
== him—Iin ſpite of the ſecret Inclinations which, 
perhaps, at this very inſtant work d very 
+ 1 8 within her in his favour—in ſpite of 
all his Tears, his Prayers, his Vows, her Fir- 
= 7 got the better and triumph d o'er Defre. 
But tho ſhe had gain d, with ſuch unequal 
Arms, a Conqueſt 1 truly glorious, fhe could 
not aſſure herſelf of maintaining it; nor would 


7 


WT tiop he would leave her, and retire that mo- 
== ment to his own Apartment. He, who was 


real Paſſion, for her, thought it beſt to com- 
== Ply, not doubting but a ſecond Endeavour 


; 


be could not no obtain but by Force. 
different Effect on the Mind of Halia than he 


the miſtaken name of Tove, to think the Man 
who took the ſame Meaſures had any other 
Deſign than ro ruin her: and the Racks that 
the endured in endeavouring to — a 

| en- 
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eſiſtance; but when ſhe did, it was ſo ſtre- 


z conſent to pardon his Attempt but on condi- 
1 not of a Humour apt to deſpond, and had a 
might prevail on her to beſtow What he found 
== B UT. his Behaviour had wrought a ite ; 


3 9 imagin'd.——She had already fuffer d too 
much by that unruly Paſhon, which goes by 
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Tenderneſs which ſhe had ſo much reaſon to 
believe an Enemy to her Honour, were paſt 
the reach of Thought. Reſolving, however, 
to be certain of the 'Truth of whar ſhe fear'd, 
ſhe pur in execution the Deſign ſhe before had 
form'd ; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him come into 
her Chamber the next Morning, plucking up 
all the Courage ſhe: was miſtreſs of, ſhe ſaluted 
him in this manner: The Confuſion I was 
© in laſt night, ſaid ſhe, took from me the 


© Power of reſenting, as J ought, the mean 1 


Opinion your Behaviour teſtified you have 
© of my Virtue. I had too entire a Confi- 
* dence in your Honour to imagine you were 
capable of harbouring a Thought to my 
© prejudice ; but as you have ſhow'd me the 
x Kon: J was guilty of, I ſhould indeed de- 
© ſerve Contempt, could J conſent to remain 
longer under a Roof where the Maſter of it 
* makes ſo ill a uſe of the Power my fond Be- 
lief has given him.” It was to no pur- 
poſe that he endeavour'd to qualify the Bit- 
terneſs of theſe Reproaches, by all the tender 
Expreſſions he was able; for perceiving he 


was yet far from making that Offer which 


alone could convince her he meant her fair, 
ſhe grew more ſenſibly enraged, and now 
bent to try him to the utmoſt, © Speak no 
more, Don Myrtano, reſumed ſhe ; the Man 
that would diſhonour me can never love me.— 
* *Tis brutal Paſſion, not fincere Affection, 
that acts as you haye done. Did you, in- 
deed, believe me worthy of the Tenderneſs 
* you ſo well can feign, Reſpect had govern d 
* Appetite, and fetter d loeſe Deſire.— All 
- Wiſhes, all Inclination would have been 

3833 5 ſtifled 


> 


© ſtifled till the Church's Sanction nad made 
it lawful —— Bur I ,perceive, too late for 
© my Repole, (continued ſbe, burſting into Tears) 
© that I am fallen too low for ſuch a Hope. 


expectation of his Anſwer, and to indulge a 
few Sighs, which the Suppreſſion of had made 
uneaſy to her. But he was too much con- 
founded at her laſt words to be able to return 
an immediate Anſwer, to em: He loved her 
indeed with a Tranſcendency of Paſſion, but 
there were many Reaſons which oppos'd his 
marrying her; it being wholly improper, how- 


the Queſtion, turn'd the Diſcourſe on the un- 
bounded Force of Love, and how little it was 
in the power of a Perſon poſſeſs'd with it, to 
Tepel the moſt unexcuſable Inſtigations of it. 


Grief and Vexation, the Deceit, would not 
be ſo put off; and in plain Terms aſſured him 
this ſhould be the laſt Momont of his ſeeing 
her, unleſs he gave her ſome convincing Proof 
he had no other Intentions than what would 
be conſiſtent with her Honour to approve of. 
Not all his Wit, not all his perſuaſive Elo- 
quence, than which neyer Man had more, 
could furniſh him with Expreſſions prevalent 
enough to occaſion the leaſt Alteration in her 
Humour. She ill inſiſted on the Article of 
Marriage, and he was at laſt obliged to confeſs 


cumſtances which as yet ſhe was ignorant of, 


He palliated, however, the Bitterneſs of this 
* Reply 
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She ſpoke no more for ſome time, both in 


ever, for him to tell her ſo, he artfully evading. 


But dalia perceiving, with an Infinity of 


that there were ſome Particulars in his Cir- 


that made it impoſſible for him to anſwer her 
Demands in the manner ſhe deſired at preſent. 


her the next Day after Myrtano had taken leave 


bes hs, 
5 * 


] 25. $4, Aba 
Reply with ten thouſand Proteſtations of eter- 
nal Love, and giving her a ſolemn Oath, that 
in a few Days ſhe ſhould be ſatisfy d ih every 
thing, engaged a Promiſe from her not to leave 
Vicenza till he return d. Ae dee 


5 


HERE was now an Alteration iti the Fate 
of this diſtracted Lady, ſhe thought herlelf 
the moſt wretched of created Beings; all that 
can be conceived of Shame, Deſpair, Grief, 
Rage, and Horror, is ſhort of what ſhe felt 
in this Diſappointment of her high-rais'd 
Hopes,— She lov'd, ſhe lov'd to Madneſs 
a Man whom ſhe was now too ſenſible aim'd 
only at her Diſhonour, and yet ſhe Was obli- 
ged to him, was ftill under, his Roof; .2nd 
whar was worſe, in the cruel Neceſſity of ei- 
ther {till remaining ſo, or returning to Venice, 
the Thought of Which was Death, after the 
Noiſe her-late Adventures had made there.— 
Oh the Severity of the Struggle, when Love 
md Virtue are at variance, and rend the divi- 
800 Soul with equal Fury! et ſuch was 
her Condition ; and, unable entitely to van- 
quiſh the Efforts of either, by turns. took part 
with both: and, tis uficertain whether Wholl 5 
following the Emotions of her eg Pal. 
ſion, ſhe at laſt had not yielded to be Myrta- 
no's on any Terms; or, guided by the other, 
had not reſolved to quit his Houſe, and fly 
the Danger which ſo imminently threaten'd 
her if ſhe ſtaid ; if in the midſt of her Diſ- 
traction ſhe had not receiv'd a Letter which 
at once determined her Reſolve. It came to 


of 
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of her, and the Contents, which 8 rie. 
ten f in an unknown Hand, were . 3 


* ͤ 


4 
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725 your . Ti 2 to 8 by 102 abc 
rendered the Caution 1 would give ou eneffec- 


tual, this may preve baths. * which is e 4 
for de CV 

. 1 Intimacy dich Don 7 RR 305 Tot z ouly 
2 from him the Fecret of 2 being ladged at 
bis Villa, but alſo of the 75 


10 4. you, 1 are 3 of his. Eu- 


gagement with the Neice of Count: Miramont, 
you may with the greater eaſe be brought to credit 


what he ſays. But after the kuowledge of 
it, it will, to the Puniſhment the Crime uſe will 
draw upon you, add that of the Coutempt ,of | the 
whole Jo ſhould, ou. 1 to, liſten to his 
Los. > In time, moſt love 


from a Place which i is defign* d your Scene of Ruin.— 


The vain, gay, tnconſtant My rtano thinks uo 72 8 
Aud as Ia- 


man worthy of a ſerious Paſjuun- 


whe » 49, 2 


tereſt is the grenteſt Motive of his Marriage, Jo to 
triumph over the Weakneſs of your. Sex, is the 


on Inducement to his Eudeavours f adding to the 


number of. thoſe his Proteſtations bave undone, the 
credulous Idalia. I have no. other. Increft in 


giving you this Advice, than to ſave you the 
Shame and Mi iſery of A too late Repentauce, and 


ny Friend the Sin of having. occaſion d it. 


ee uſe you make of it, I fhall le informed by 


him 
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Sollicited for a Proſtitute, while in the mean | 1 


ther! 
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bim ah will not be at the pains of ** any 
thing he accounts ſo trivial, as an Amour ſuch as 
he is entring into with you. —— Be kind, there- 


fore, to yourſelf, fly his deſtruftive Charms ; and 
when. * have eſcaped; the Snare, ſhall ænou who 


THI 8 was encloſed in another , on 5 


which was writ theſe Lines : * 1 


I N CE Tir bl Encloſed, 1 hear by Don 
Myrtano, that, apprifed of his ungenerous Dealing, 
you defign to quit his Houſe ; if it really be your 
Intention, you ought to have conceal'd it, fince be | 
reſolvet to take effeftual Meaſures to ſecure you 
there, at leaſt, till, by Force or Infinuation, he has Wi 
obtained a Gratification of his Defires——which he 
tells me ſhall be delay'd no longer than a few Days. 


A S paſſionately cnathour'd as Talia was, ſhe wp 
had a ſtock of Haughtineſs, which nothing 
could ſurmount; and her Pride receiving as ſe- 
vere a ſhock by this Intelligence as her Vertue, 
it entirely turn'd the Scale, and weigh'd down 
Love. 'SDeath ! ſaid ſhe' to herſelf, dare 
he preſume to think thus meanly of me? 


time his ſerious Vows are addreſſed to ano- MT 
O Torture! What has the Neice |T 
of Miramont to boaſt f\ uperior to the Daughter "EP 
of Bernardo? Falſe !—ſtypid !—blind ! . 
ungrateful Traytor! But I'll not endure 
it. Daggers or Poiſons ſhall revenge me.— 


I'll murder him, and then myſelf. In this 
manner 


* 
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manner did ſhe rave, till almoſt breathleſs 
with the ſwelling Paſſion, ſhe'd ſtop, and read 
the fatal Scroll again; and coming to that part 
of it which mention'd that this unknown Ad- 
= riſer had his Intelligence from Myrtano him- 
=X ſelf,—Hell and Confuſion, cry'd ſhe out, the 
*X Villain has expoſed me too! — My eaſy Na- 
ture, and my fond Belief is Food for the baſe 
Mirth of all his lewd Companions———Every 
tender Folly, — each unguarded Languifiment 
betray d, and ridiculed. Diſtraction! Can 
l live and ſuffer it Then contemplating 
XX farther on what ſhe had read, but yet, re- 
= ſumed ſhe, this is the leaſt of Ills that is al- 
EZ ready done, the Monſter threatens me with 

more and greater —Oh! whither ſhall 1 
turn to eſcape? As ſhe was employ'd in theſe 

= perplex'd Meditations, a. Servant that us'd to 
attend her in her Chamber, came in to ask 
if ſhe wanted any thing. Halia, who was by 
nature extremely violent in all her Paſſions, 
and had taken the leaſt pains: to vanquiſh 
them, could not contain herſelf before this 
Creature; and Jealouſy being the uppermoſt 
Emotion of her Soul, ſhe preſently enquired 
if ſhe knew the Neice of Count Miramont; to 
which the Wench having anſwered that ſhe 
did And is ſhe handſome, cry'd the other 


W K impatientiy? To an infinite degree, ſaid 4 
1 the cunning Creature, Heaven never made a i} 
= | Face more beautiful, except your own. No l 
b Flattery, reſumed Idalia, T am not in a Humour i 
to receive it—But if you would oblige, in- ii 


| 4 form me of all you know concerning the intend- 
eed Marriage between that Lady and your 
* Maſter.* Ardella, ſo ſhe was call'd, affected a 

pro- 
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prodi ious N 2 ze at theſe words, and ſuf. 
fered herſelf to be asked a hundred A be- 
fore ſhe: mage any Reply; and when ſhe did, it 
was in ſuch a manner as gave no Satisfaction. 
This Behayiour put Aallia almoſt beſide her- 
ſelf : ſhe was perſuaded that the knew more 
than ſhe was willing to reveal ; and, wild 
with the Uncertainty, Pray 'd, promis'd, threa- 
ten d, and becom r d all ſhe aid wich ſuch 
Preſſures, that the ot 1 appeared moved by 
em, and at laſt WT that. her Mater Was 
indeed to be married to. that Lady, t. eye- 
ry thing was at that very, time preparing 
for their Nuptials and that neyer Were 
two Perſons more paſouately charm'd With 
Fara other than they appear d to be. 
© But, Madam, added ſbe, with. a well-counter- 
© feited Fear, ſhould you. reveal the | leaſt 
© 'Syllable of What I have told you, to Dy 
© Maſter, I am ie he would not let me liv 
2 an Hour.” rouble not your f 
© oy d Idalia, interrupting her, I never more will 
< ſee him.- No, continued ſbe, raifing ber 
© Ihice, and ftamping, I call. juf Heaven, and 
* every Saint to witneſs, 1 never will conſent 
to ſee, or hear him more Too much 
already have I liſtned to his perjur d Vows— 
* which, when I do again, may all the Plagues 
of Earth and Hell fall on me. May 1 
75 be ruin'd, then thrown off to ſcorn driven 
© round the World with no Companion but 
my Infamy, and not one Friend to pity, or 
* relieve me, till ſome unlook d for, horrid 
kind of Death O ertakes me, and finks my 
Soul, with all its Load of Guilt, beyond the 
* reach of Mercy. rn thouſand po like 
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which being a Place ſhe was utterly unknown 
at, ſhe made choice of': It was' there ſhe de- 


ſigned to fix, knowing it would be eaſy for 


her immediately after ſhe was introduced, to 
write to her Father for a Supply of Money, a- 


gainſt the Time of her being initiated; for 
ſhe was now ein the mind to leave the World 


for ever. She could not think of quitting 


Myrtano's Houſe without the knowledge of 
Ardella, and therefore communicated to her 


what her Intentions were; to which ſhe, with 
a ſeeming Reluctance, conſented, and promis'd 
to order things for her Departure with that 
Secrecy, that no other Servant in the Family 


ſhould have any ſuſpicion of it. 


x pn — 


ALL the neceſſary Preparations for her 
little Journey being made, by Break of Day 
ſhe left Vicenza; But with what Heart-akings, 
thoſe who, like her, have tore themſelves 
from all that's dear, can beſt be judge. At 
her Departure, ſhe gave a Letrer to Ardella, 
with a preſſing Entreaty to deliver it to Myr- 
tano; it was full of Upbraidings, mixed with 


Tenderneſs, and expreſſed in ſo moving a 


manner the Anguiſh of her Soul, that it was 
ſcarce poſſible for a Heart which had ever 
known the Force of Love, to read it without 


melting; and perhaps, even in the midſt of 


her Indignation, was not without a Wiſh that 
it might bring him after her to Verona. 
She had ſtill Remains enough of Vanity to de- 
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Imprecations did ſheimake; but where to go 

to avoid the Penalty of them, ſhe was for a 
good while undetermined; At laſt ſhe remem- 
ber'd to have heard of a Monaſtery at Verona, 
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ſire to have him in her power, tho* ſhe had 
made fo ſolemn a Vow never to make any other 
uſe of it, than to diſdain and hate him. 


BUT what befel her in her way to Verona, 
and the vaſt Variety of ſurprizing Incidents, 
which enſued each other thro the whole Courſe 
of her unhappy Life, I muſt defer till another 


Opportunity; having already ſpun out the Be- 
ginning of her Misfortunes to ſuch a length, 


that the Continuance of them would give me a 


juſt Apprehenſion of becoming tireſome to thoſe 


I endeavour to divert. 
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ſtory of Cleomira, ſuppos'd dead: A Novel. 


NOVELS writ by Mrs. Fliza Haywood. 


OV E in Bun or the Fatal Enquiry; 
a Novel. In three Parts. The Fourth 
Edition Corretted. 
- In vain from Fate we fly, 
For ff or laſt, as all muſt die, 
So tis as much decreed above, 
That fi 2 or laſt, ue al muſt love. 3 
4: anſdowne. = 
2. The Britifh Recluſe ; or the Secret Hi» - 


'The Second Edition, 
Women are govern by a ſtubborn Fate ; 
Their Love's Inſuperable, as their Hate! 
No Merit their Averfion can remove, 
. M Requital can efface their Love. F 
Waller. 
3. The Injured Husband; or the Miſtaken 
Reſentment : A Novel. 7 
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Dryden. 1 
4. Halia: or, the Unfortunate Miſtreſs A x 
Novel. Parti. .- 
Under how hard a Fate are Mumen low ; FE 
Pri. d to their Ruin, or expos'd to Scorn : 0 
If we want Beauty, we of Love deſpair; 1 
Aud are beſieg' d, like Frontier-Towns, if fair, 
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Written by Mrs. ELIZ A Harwoop. 


Men wi 3 Love have oft ſo cunning grown, 
That ſomething like it they have ſhe un, 

But none who bad it, ever ſeem'd t haue none. 
Cowley. 
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ITE no other Companions, than 

her own diſturb'd Meditations, 
and one Man, whom Don Mr 
Wl :ano's Servant-Maid had provided 
for her as a Guide, did the ſor- 
'_ rowful alia quit the Houſe of 
her Beloved. They had not travel'd many 
Hours, before ſhe found herſelf in a place 
ſuited as it were, by Nature, to her. preſent 
Diſpoſition : It was a Foreſt, wild and deſo- 
late, the trackleſs Paths diſcover'd not that any 
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Human Feet had ever trod them No Fields 
of Corn, no Vines, no Olives here were planted, 
no limpid Streams, no cool refreſhing Rivulets 
appear d to charm the Eye with gay delightful 
Proſpects, and with their pleaſing Murmurs 
ſooth the liſtning Ear; but ſap-leſs Trees, whoſe 
wind-bent, leaf-leſs, Twigs hung quivering to 
oppoſe the Travellers paſſage, and rank, un- 
wholeſome Weeds, unfit for Uſe, hemm'd in 
the Borders of ſome ſtagnate Brooks, which here 
and there, by length of Time, the falling Rains 
had made, compoſed a fad, unbleſs'd, . 
and ſpread an Area of nought but Horror. 
The deep Reſvery ſhe was in, which the melan- 
choly Solitude of every thing about her had in- 
dulg'd, prevented her from taking any notice 
how: improbable it was that this Thouldbe a 
Road; eſpecially ſuch a one as that of conſe- 
quence muſt be, which led to Verona, than 
which no Town in Zaly was more frequented : 
Bur they were not enter d into it above ſome 
two or three hundred Paces, before the Man 
appointed to conduct her, ſtoppin his Horſe, 
obliged her to do ſo too; and — on her 
with a Countenance between ſtern and trou- 
bled, © Madam, ſaid be, what thigk you. f thi 
Face? Does it not ſeem cut of he Rapes, 
10 ker and every Act of Horror? 
Theſe Words, and the Manner in which they 
were ſpoke, was ſufficient to rouze Malia from 
that Lethargy of Thought ſhe had been in, and 
Wake her into Terror: Could I believe my 
Life were an Offence, reph'd ſhe, or were 1 
_ * conſcious of any Action which ſhould excite 
. © Revenge, I might, indeed, ſuſpe& that 1 
© ſhould find it here. Innocence, reſumed he: 
" -— 
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is not always a Protection. Lou have, per- 
© haps, incur'd more Diſpleaſure than you are 

© ſenſible. of for what cauſe, is not my buſi- 

© neſs to examine ; but I have received a Re- 

© ward'to put an end to your Misfortunes by | 
this With theſe laſt words he ſhow'd g 
her a Dagger which he had wore conceal'd | 
under his Riding-Coat. As much as dahia had 
threatned to do a violence on herſelf, as much 
as ſhe thought Life a Burthen, ruind in her 
Fortune and Reputation, diſappointed in her [ 
Love, and depriv'd of every thing the World ö 
calls · dear; the Imagination ſhe was ſo near | 
Death, made her Soul ſhake with Agonies un- 

felt before. She burſt into a Flood of Tears, | 
and throwing herſelf at his feet, conjur'd', him | 
to ſpare her, in 'Terms ſo ſoft, ſa moving, ſo j 
perſuaſive, that the Heart which had deny'd 
muſt have been more than ſavage. The moſt 
harden'd, and accuſtom'd Murderer, muſt have 
relented at ſuch. a pity-moving Object, and 
dropt the Dagger, if not turn'd the Point a- ? 
gainſt himſelf, for having thus alarm'd her. = 
What then became of him whole Sentiments, ö 
however he appear d at preſent, were full of N 
Honour, and ſcorn'd ſo baſe, ſo barbarous a 
Deed. Tears ſtarred from his Eyes, and his 
whole Frame ſeem'd convuls'd with inward 
'Tremblings : © Riſe, Madam! riſe! (ſaid he, ö 
as ſoon as he had power to ſpeak) and, if you ; 
can, forgive the Terror I have caus'd, and 
* for which I am ready to expire with Grief 
and Penitence. But to convince you I ne- 
ver had a Thought to execute the bloody Pur- 
poſe I preſumed to threaten, I have provided 


you a place where you may remain in ſafety, 
A 2 __*© which 
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* which *tis impoſſible you can do at Verona.“ 
The blooming Colour which had ſo lately for- 
ſook the Cheeks of the affrighted Fair, return'd, 
at this Aſſurance, with all its wonted Beauty; 
and looking more earneſtly than ſne had done 
before on the Perſon whoſe Behaviour had given 
her ſuch different Emotions, ſhe could eaſily 
| perceive, tho his Garb was mean, his Air, and 
the Addreſs with which he pronounced theſe 
laſt words, were far from that of a Ruffian. 
She imagin'd alſo, that ſhe ſaw ſomething in 
his Face which was not unknown to her; but 
when, or how ſhe had been acquainted with it, 
Was out of her Power to recollect. 


AFTER the bad teſtified "oO Senſe ſhe 
had of his obliging Offer by ſome Expreſſions 
of Gratitude, ſhe defired to be inform*d of 
what he knew concerning the Inhumanity in- 
| tended againſt her, and who they were that 
perſecuted her with ſuch a cauſeleſs Malice. 
To which, after a little Pauſe, he reply'd in 
this manner : Tis eaſy for you, Madam, ſaid 
* he, to gueſs that Ardella had her ſhare. in the 
© abhorr'd Deſign, becauſe you know very 
well that it was by her I was appointed your 
Conducter; and I ſhall make no ſcruple to 
confeſs that it was from her mouth I receiv'd 
my Orders to difpatch you, and from her 
Hand my Hire, which was indeed a Sum too 
great for a Creature of her Station to beſtow 3 
and, if ſhe had not told me that by perform- 
ing her In junction I ſhould oblige a powerful 
Friend, would have made me know it muſt 
be to a Perſon of the higheſt Rank I owed it.” 
Twould be impoſſible to repreſent the Conſter- 
nation 
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nation Halia was in at hearing theſe words: 
An Imagination came immediately into her 
head more dreadful to her than the Death ſhe 
had eſcaped, and lifting up her Eyes ſtreaming 
a ſecond time with Tears, Oh too well, (cy'd 
© ſhe) too well, I underſtand you; Myrtano's 
© Servant could not reach the Price of ſuch an 
* Undertakgpg, bur Myrtano's ſelf might well 
afford it. Oh! 'tis he—— tis he, 
( purſued ſhe, in an Agony which was not far af 
Diſtraction) the falſe, ungrateful, ; 
Man ! Conſcious of Guilt, and taught by 
my Behaviour how much I ſcorn d to a 
brutal Raptures, the Paſſion he ayow'd is 
turn'd to Hate. Engaged to another, and 
unable to perform what Honour did require, 
my Death alone could ſilence my Upbraidings. 
Cruel Reward for Love ! Inhuman Poli- 
cy! Harbarous Myriano | —— 
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IN theſe and many more the like Complain- 
ings did ſhe pour out the Anguiſh of her Soul, 
without any regard of the Perſon who was 
witneſs of them; nor would he interrupt her, 
being willing to be letanto the whole Affair 
between her and Myrtano, till perceiving ſhe 
was filent, tho for many Reaſons, * Madam; 
* ſaid he, Don Myrtano is the Man in the world 
© I leaſt eſteem, yet I cannot ſuffer you to con- 

* tinue in this Opinion, without being guilty 
* of an Injuſtice 1 could not anſwer to my- 
* ſelf —Myrtano, Madam, I dare ſwear, is per- 
fectly innocent of any Deſign againſt your 
* Life—What he may have form'd againſt your 
Honour, yourſelf is the beſt Judge,” | 
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HE ſaid no more, waiting to hear in what 
manner ſhe would reply; but tho* the Altera- 
tion of her Looks and Geſtures ſufficiently teſti- 
fy'd the Effect his Words had wrought in her, 
ſhe forbore to ſpeak how much ſhe rejoic'd to 
find Myrtano guiltleſs of the Crime ſhe had juſt 
now ſuſpected him of, and probablMimagining 
he might alſo be ſo of every thing he had been 
accus'd of, conjur'd her kind Informer to ac- 
quaint her if there were any thing of Truth 
in the Report, that he was to be married to the 
Neice of Count Miramont ; which he aſſuring 
her that there was, and that the Nuptials were 
to be ſolemniz'd ſo ſuddenly, that all the ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for the Magnificence of it 
were as good as finiſh'd, made her again re- 
lapſe into her former Violence of Temper. 
Then he is a Traytor Kill (cry'd ſhe, tranſported 
at once with Grief and Indiguation) and is guilty ' 
* of a worſe Crime than conſpiring againſt my 
Life could be. My Peace of Mind, my 


* everlaſting Quiet he has deſtroy*d—expos'd— 


* betray'd me to a Rival's Scorn *Cdeath ! 
to pretend Courtſhip to me, at the very time 
* he was ſolliciting another the ſame inſinua- 
ting Looks— the ſame diſſembled Tender- 
neſs the ſame undoing Vows addreſs'd to 
both at once Was ever Man ſo baſe ?? 
She had run on with a great deal more of the 
ſame nature, if he had not put a ſtop to her, 
by telling her, that whatever reaſon ſhe had to 
condemn Myrtano, his intended Bride had cer- 


tainly an equal Share, who lov'd as much, and 
was as much deceivid=—— Nay infinitely more 


(added be) in my opinion, ſince, had not her 
| | Qua- 
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88 too great for him to hazard ſucli 
a Breach, you had doubtleſs had the Preference 
in all things as well as in his Affections. Not- 
withſtanding the ſolemn Vow 1dalia had made 
never to ſee: him more, ſhe could not be told 
any thing which Hflatter'd the 'Tenderneſs ſhe 
had for him, without feeling a ſecret Pleaſure; 
and having enter'd into a Diſcourſe of the La- 
dy deſignꝭd to be his Wife, ſhe asked a thouſand 
Queſtions concerning her Wit, Beauty, and Hu- 
mour: for this envy*d Fair having been brought 
up from her Infancy at Rome with her Uncle 
Count Mirumont, and but lately come to Venice, 
ſhe had never happenꝰd to fee her; but her jealous 
Curioſity receiv d but little Satisfaction in this 
point, there appear'd in the Perſon ſhe enquir'd 
of, a great Unwillingneſs to make any Anſwers 
to ſuch Interrogatories; and to put an end to 
them, he reminded her, that if ſhe deſign'd to 
go to that little Ahlum he had provided for her, 
it was high time to begin their Journey, it be- 
ing a good many Miles diſtant from the Place 
they now were in. She readily aquieſc'd, and 
that Evening about Sun: ſet, arriv'd at a neat, 

but ſmall Dwelting, ſuch as the Poet deſcribes 

to be the Abode of Baucis and Philemon A good 
old Man and Woman, pretty near the fame 
Age, came forth to welcome her; and while 
her Guide was employ'd in taking care of his 
Horſes, conducted her in, and ſhow'd her to a 
Chamber, which, tho? it could boaſt no Finery, 
Was extremely clean and decent, and had every 
thing in it fit to charm a contemplative Mind. 
The Windows were cover'd with Fillare and 
Jelſamine, only where here and there Spaces 
were cut to give the Eye a moſt delightful 
| A 4 Pro- 


agreeable Retirement. While ſhe was ſpeaking, 


Room, and took upon him to anſwer what ſhe 
thing which can make you wiſh a Confine- 
time you ſhould deprive the World of its 


out the Star of Venice, ador'd by all who gaze 


me and that worſt Curſe; the Scorn of that 


Proſpe& o'er diſtant | Meadows, Fields, and 
Vineyards; a ſweet Confuſion without fill d the 
whole rural Scene, and fed extenſive Thought 
with all the Charms of Nature Mithin, a 
vaſt Variety of collected Books, and choiceſt 
Maps, brought to the View the ſpacious Uni- 
verſe, improving Reaſon with the Aids of Art. 


 TDALTITA, whole Wiſhes at this time were 
dead to all the noiſy Splendor of a 'Town, ſeem'd 

perfectly pleas'd with it, and told her Hoſts 
ſhe ſhould think it the greateſt Bleſſing Life 
could now aftord her, to be permitted to ſpend 
the Remainder of her Days with them in that 


he who had brought her there, came into the 


had been ſaying in this manner: I am highly 
, ſatisfy d, Madam, faid he, that there is any 


© ment here, fo long as is neceſſary for your 
Safety; but can never conſent, that after that 


* moſt valuable Ornament No, no (con- 
i tinued he very reſpectfully) you muſt again ſhine 
oy 


upon you, and reſume that native Luſtre which 
the Baſeneſs of Mankind has for a while 
eclips'd, but never can extinguiſh.'—— O 
talk of it no more (interrupted ſhe) I never will 
return to Venice what! to ſee the Hiſtory of 
my Misfortunes writ in the Smiles of every 
* Face that meets me—to endure the ſtinging 
Satyr, the Reflections which all the Friends 
* of Ferdinand and Henriquez will throw upon 


4 
c 
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- 
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© too happy hated She, who ſoon, you ſay, My 
tano muſt call Wife. O no! I cannot 
© bear it |—ruin'd in all my Hopes, and paſt the 
© Power of even Heaven itſelf to make my Woes 
© leſs terrible; I'll hide em ever from the un- 
© pitying World, and die alone unknown, and 
© unlamented.* Were your Condition ſo de- 
© ſperate as you imagine (reſum d he) I know not 
© if I ſhould perſuade you to return; but there 
© may be, perhaps, a way found: out to bring 
you to-your Father's Arms with as much Ho- 
nour as when you left them, and raiſe you 
above the Rage or the Diſdain of all whom 
you call Enemies.” Oh! forbear (ſaid ſpe, 
unwilling to give way to a Hope of any thing 
which ſeem d ſo much an Impeſſibility) * forbgar, 
© obliging Stranger gto turn my Thoughts back 
© on the Scene of my paſt Happineſs, or ſooth 
© Imagination with ſuch idle Flattery of what's 
© to come. Can e'er the Days of Inno- 
* cence return ?— Can my polluted Honour e'er 
be cleans'd from the vile Stain it bears? Can 
again appear a Virgin? — racking Reflec- 
tions? — why do you rouze them in me? 
* why, after ſuch Proofs of Generofity and Pity, 
* do you alarm Remembrance with theſe dread 
Ideas, to make Thought ſick, the Light grow 
* hateful to me, and that Life you gave ſcarce 
worth my Thanks? Far be it from me (an- 
ſuer'd he, Lowing) to renew the Memory of 
vhat may be diſtaſteful ; but I would fain per- 
a ſuade you to believe, that Heaven, which has 
ſo miraculouſly preſerv'd your Life, will alſo 
make it happy. — Surprizing things by a Hand 
. Unſeen are often brought to paſs ; when you 
left Myrtano's Houſe, you little ſuſpected that 

: | the 


8 


I ſtore your Fame, and make you thought as 


© by nought but Inclination ſubdued, and that, 
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© the Perſon appointed for your Guide, was de- 
* ſign'd to be your Murderer : Nor did they 
* who brib'd me to that execrable Deed, ima- 
I gine how diſtant my Thoughts were from 
ſuch an Undertaking.—— Why then ſhould 
vou not hope, that by ſome Turn of Fate as 
* ſtrange and unexpe&ed, you may again 'be 
* bleſt'—— Oh! *tis impoſſible (cry d the 
* uneaſy Tdalia.) © Suppoſe (reſum'd the other ha- 
* ſtily) your Beauty, in ſpite of all has happen d, 
* ſhould charm a Man whoſe Quality and For- 
* rune you could have no Obje&ions to, the 
*'Title of his Wife would filence Calumny, re- 


* happy as he'd be truly bleſt;” If ſuch an 
© Offer (rephy'd ſhe in a haughty Air) ever ſhould 
occur, he muſt have mgge than Quality and 
Fortune to recommend him to my Eſteem : 
* fallen as I am, I would be lower yet, rather 
than ſell my Liberty for ſordid Intereſt and the 
World's Opinion. No, no, tho? loſt to 
* all befides, I ſtill am Miſtreſs of myſelf—my 
* own unconquerable Mil. alia can be 


* alas ! (purſued ſhe ſoftening her Voice) is laviſh'd 
© all on the too lovely, falſe Myrtano. Tis 
* therefore in Solitude alone I can have Peace 
* remov*d from the tumultuous World, its ſhort- 
* lived Pleaſures, and its laſting Cares, I'll lan- 
© guiſh out a dull, infipid, tranquil Life, and 
* fink by unperceiv'd degrees into the Grave. 
And have you no Reluctance (reſum'd he) no 
* ſoft Regret for all the racking Griefs your 
noble Father's Heart endures while ignorant 
* where you are?* © Twas my Deſign, auſwer'd 


* ſhe, to have writ to him from Verona; 1 


Wy 
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I am diſappointed of the Journey I intended 
© thither, I have not now Conveniency.”* If 
© that (cry d he, in a Tone which expreſs'd a Zea- 
© louſueſs to ſerve her) will be any way con- 
© ducive to your Satisfaction, I offer myſelf to 
© be the Meſſenger Prepare a Letter, and it 
© ſhall be faithfully deliver'd; and whatever 
* other Truſt you would repoſe in me, depend 
* on the execution of, with the ſame aſſurance 
© as tho' you ſaw it done.” i 


THE prodigious Obligations [alia had re- 
ceiv'd from him, made her ſcrupulous of adding 
to the Number, by giving him any future 
Troubles ; which he 'perceiving, proteſted that 
the higheſt Recompence ſhe could make for 
what he had done, was to permit him to con- 
tinue to do her all the good Offices in his 
power : But ſhe, whoſe Diſpoſition was utterly 
averſe to receiving Favours, eſpecially at a time 
when ſhe conſider d herſelf not in a condition 
to return them, would very feign have declin'd 
making any farther uſe of him, telling him ſhe 
would ſtay at that Houſe but till ſhe was a 
little recovered from the Fatigue ſhe had been 
in, and then either purſue her Journey to Ve- 
rona, or go to ſome other place where there was 
a Monaſtery, being abſolutely determin'd to be- 
come a Nun. But this laſt Reſolution ſeemꝰ'd to 
alarm him much more than every Hyg ſhe had 
ſaid before: And after a little Paufe, he let 


her know that this was not the way to recom- 


pence the Civilities he had done her. 


© If you look on any thing that I have done 


þ ( ſaid he) as an Obligation, you would per- 
- Mit. me to receive my Thanks from Don Ber- 
nardo, 


12. Ib ALI Af om; r 


nardo, an it may be in his power to o make: 
me ample eparation for that little Loſs of 
* Time twill take me up to go to Venice. 
This Expreſſion, and ſome others to the ſame 
purpoſe, won her to do as he deſir d; ſhe con- 
ſented to write, becauſe her Father ſhould re- 
quite the Obligations ſhe had receiv d: but 
when ſhe was about to do it, never was ſhe at 
ſuch. a loſs. in what manner ſhe ſhould be- 
gin, or whether ſhe ſhould conceal, or diſco- 
ver the Misfortuncs ſhe had met with. At laſt, 
after many: blottings-out, and tearing, ſhe made 


a © Pb. to Write theſe few Lines. 1 
40 0 Dor Bernardo: 


7 Doubt not, moſt Honoured Signior, but at the re- 

ceipt of this, jon will expeci to Le ſatisfy'd at full, 
of the Rea ſons which have depriv'd you of a Daugh- 
ter z but it is not the leaſt of my Misfortunes that 
they are of fuch a nature, that the diſclofing them 
would add to their Severity. Pardon then, I 
beſeech you, that I conceal them even from you—and 
with the ſame Indulgence, I have formerly found, 
continue to think of me. J never can be happy 
enough to ſee you more, being determin d to forſake 
the World: As to my choice of a Monaſtery, and 
what Order I ſhould take, I leave to your Manage- 
ment, as I ſhall ſome part of my Hiſtory to be re- 
lated to you by the Bearer of this, to whom I am not 
only indebted for my Life, but alſo this Opportunity 
of entreating your Bleſſing, aud avowing myſelf ever 


Your moſt Qbedient, 
Tho' Unhappy Daughter, 


IDALIA. 
P. S. 
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P. S. My Deliverer: informs me it is in Don Ber- 


e s power to more than Yecompence' the r aft 
tions he has heap'd upon Idalia V Jo, I 
- know he need no more than to . one in ; what 


manner 70 engage your: Srateful Heng 1 a tn 
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W I T H this Letter; ſhe gave to 5 Ma was 
to carry it, a Ring from her Finger, entreating 


* — 


him to accept of that as an Acknowiedgment of 
her Gratitude, which he receiv'd with an Ex- 


- taſy of Joy ! a Tranſport impoſſible to be con- 
e and far above what the intrinſick Value 
of it, meerly as a Ring (had it been worth a 
thoufand times more thafi it was) could have 


rais'd in the moſt covetous Mind. She obſervd 


it with a Surprize as viſible to him, as was the 
Rapture he had been in to her; and unwilling 
hne ſhould infer any further from it, than he 
7 by proper to declare, I am extremely 
glad, Madam ! , be, 880 this Teſtimony, 
* which, to thoſe who employ'd me, will ap- 
5 © pear an infallible one, that I have murdered 
* you, and by that means, perhaps, engage an 
bY Addition to the Reward TI have already re- 
© ceiv'd.* Theſe laſt Words were utter d ſo 
ny, and were ſo little of a piece with 
the reſt of his Behaviour, that it rather en- 
' creas*d; than diminiſh'd the Conſternation ſhe 
was in. There paſt not much more between 
them, he ſeem' d in haſte to be gone, and only 


recommending her to the Care of the People of 


the Houſe; and aſſuring her, that in a very few 
Days he would return with an Man to her 
Letter, 129 his leave. 1 
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THE Emotions ſhe was in, when left ar 
liberty to confider on what had befallen her 
ſince ſhe came from Vicenza, were at once plea- 
ſing, and vexatious; her Deliverance from ſo im- 
minent a Danger, commanded her moſt thank- 
ful Acknowledgments; but then the Confirma- 
tion of the Falſhood of Mytano made her al- 
moſt wiſh for Death To reflect on the Beha- 
viour of this unknown Perſon, led her into ſuch 
a mazy Labyrinth of Thought, that ſhe could 
neither get aut, nor in the leaſt aſſure herſelf 
where it would end . there appear d ſomething 
ſo contradictury in his Words and Actions, 
3 that it was impoſſible for her to form any Judg- 
i ment of him. His Garb was the meaneſt 
il that could be, but yet there was an undeſcriba- 
ll ble Somewhat in his Air, which ſpoke him ac- 
cuſtomed to:wear better. The Reward he 
Ii told her he had receiv'd to murder her, would 
4 have made her believe he muſt be of the loweſt 
14 Rank of Life ; but then the noble Deteſtation 
which ſparkled in his Eyes at mentioning it, 
a declar d bim far above. even a pretending to 
: enter into ſuch Meaſures without ſome reaſon 
= —- for it, which at preſent ſhe could not pene- 
ih trate into But the moſt ſhocking Con- 
4 ſideration of all was, that ſhe ſaw, by his man- 
ner of receiving the Ring by ſome unguarded 
Words, and Sighs which, in ſpite of the care 
he took to ſuppreſs them, burſt with Vehe- 
mence from his troubled Breaſt, that her Beau- 
ty had had the ſame Effect on him, it was or- 
dinary for it to cauſe in others; and as vain 
and proud of giving Pain, as ſhe had ever been, 


could not look on this Conqueſt without the 
ut 
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utmoſt Diſquiet. If he were of that inferior. 
Degree he ſpoke: himſelf, nothing could be more 
calling than the Thoughts of being beloy'd by 
ſuch a one; and if he were a Man of that Qua» 
lity, which ſome part of his Behaviour deno- 
ted, ſhe had reaſon enough to fear ſhe had fled 
from Vicenza for no other end, than to give an 
opportunity to one to act what ſhe had done 
a Violence on her own Inclination to avoid from 
another. How wretched is my Fate! ( ſaid ſhe 
© to. berſelf ) Have I to preſerve my Honour free 
from any ſecond Stain, broke thro” the ſoft 
© Enchantments of my Paſſion, and tore my 
very Heart-ſtrings when I reſolv'd to quit the 
dear, the lovꝰd Myrtano's Houſe : And am 

© I now in the power of a Stranger, one who 
© looks on me with the ſame Defires—the ſame 
© wild Vehemence of longing one who, for 
© ought I know, has brought me hither only to 
© do what Ferdinand has done, and what Ahr 
tano would? The more ſhe. deliberated; 
the more ſhe found the Probability of this 
Conje&ure, and at laſt confirm'd herſelf in ch 
Reality of it ſo. much, that ſhe grew the moſt 
terrify d Creature that ever wass. 
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MORE Days had paſs'd ſince the Departuxe 
of the Stranger, than ſhe expected he would be 
abſent ; in which time ſhe had us d her utmoſt 
endeavour to diſcover who he was, by the old 
Man and Woman of the Houſe: but they, 
faithful. to the Truſt repos'd in them, would not 
reveal the leaſt Tittle, either of his Name or 
Family; and this Secrecy did not a little con- 
tribute to fix her in that Opinion ſhe before had 
entertain'd, that ſhe was placed there in order 
f to 
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to be the Sacrifice to his Paſſion as ſoon as he 
ſhould return, and put her on a thouſand In- 
ventions how to avoid it: But, alas! what 
would the moſt ſubtle working Wit, back d by 
the firmeſt Reſolution, avail in a Circumſtance 

ſuch as hers? She was in a place which ſhe 

neither knew the Name of, nor in what part of 
the Country it ſtood, and under the Care of 
People who ſhe eaſily perceivid;-tho® they wait- 
ed on her with all poſſible: Obedience, had a 
ſtriẽt Eye on her Behaviour: for ſaying to them 
one day, with an Intention, of ſounding them, 
that if ſhe had a Conveniency, ſhe: would go to 
Verona, and wait there till either the Stranger 
ſhould return, or ſhe ſhould: hear from her Fa- 
ther by ſome other way; they told her they 
ebuld not conſent ſhe ſhould leave them, till 
they had permiſſion from the Perſon who had 
brought her there. This was ſufficient to make 
her know there was no Poſſibility of eſcaping 
by their means; but being fully bent ſome way 
or other to do it, ſhe never left racking her 
Brains till ſhe had found a Stratagem, which, 
tho? ſhe could not promiſe herſelt ſhe ſhould 
ſucceed in, would” be of no prejudice to her if 
it ſhould fail. She rold her old Landlord, that 
finding herſelf a little indiſpos'd, ſhe believ'd 
it would be of infinite Service to her Health, if 
ſhe walk d out in a Morning and Evening to 
take the Air, as ſhe obſerv'd he did: But, 
ſaid ſpe, I do not care to venture in the Dreſs 
I have been us'd to appear in, leſt any Paſ- 
ſengers happening to travel this way, ſhould 
* diſcover me; it would therefore be the greateſt 
© Obligation you could confer on me, if you 
© would provide me with a Habit whereby I 
©: | might 
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© might be diſguis'd, and by that means have 
© the Freedom of ranging thro' thoſe delighttul 
© Groves and Meadows, the Proſpe& of which 
appears ſo tempting from my Windows. The 


old Truftee look'd on his Wife all the time alia 


had been ſpeaking, as tho” it was from her 
Approbation he was to form his Anſwer ; who, 
as ſoon as ſhe perceiv d the ther had concluded. 
what ſhe had to ſay, gave it in this manner: 1 
© do not think ( ſaid ſhe) that our Friend would 
© thank us, if we ſhould deny a Requeſt ſo far 
© from unreaſonable :— 'The Air indeed may do 


a, 


of Men, who, at this time of Year, come in 
great numbers to gather Mulberry-Leaves for 
their Silkworms, divert her Melancholy. 
I would have you by all means, provide her 
with a Dreſs ſuch as our Country Maids are 


M «a a a 6 


© uſed to wear, and ſhe may pals, and partake - 


© of all our rural Pleaſures the time The ſtays 
© here, without any Danger of Suſpicion.” 'The 
Heart of 14alia leapt in her Breaſt at this ready 


Aſſent of the Woman's, which was immediately | 
follow'd by her Husband's, and in a few Hours 
this Court- Beauty was transform d into a plain 


Country Laſs ; and tho? no Dreſs could render 


her any other than the moſt lovely Woman in 
the World, yet ſo great was her Deſire to he 


taken for what ſhe repreſented, that ſhe mi- 


mick'd the Simplicity of their Bluſhes, and 


way of curt'ſying ſo artfully, that thoſe who 
were moſt acquainted with her might have 
talk d to her ſome time before they diſcover'd 
the Deceit. 8 
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HAVING carry'd on her Plot thus far, 
the next thing ſhe had to do, was to counter- 
feit a Chearfulneſs, and appear ſo highly ſatiſ- 


fy'd with her Condition, that her Guardians 


might not imagine ſhe had any Wiſhes to ex- 
change it, and be leſs watchful over her ; for 
wherever ſhe went, they had continually at- 
tended her: but her Artifice deceiv'd them ſo 
well, that by degrees they grew more remiſs, 
and at length would leave her to the privilege 
of meditating, as ſometimes ſhe took a Book 


out with her, or diverting herſelf with talking 


or liſtening to the comical Diſcourſes of the 
Country Fellows employ'd in tying the Vines, 
and gathering Mulberry ' Leaves. She would 
not take her Flight the firſt Opportunity ſhe 


had, becauſe ſhe did not know but they might 
Have left her only to make trial what ſhe would 


do, and be near enough to prevent her going, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould attempt it: But one day, 
having neither of them within hearing, ſhe en- 
quir'd, as tho' without deſign, what Towns 
were in the Neighbourhood of that Place ; and 
was inform'd, that ſhe was about forty Miles 
from any, but that the neareſt was Vorſeny. It 
was no ſmall Grief to her to hear ſhe was ſo 
remote, not believing ſhe could be able to tra- 
vel ſo far on foot. However, nothing being 


ſo dreadful ro her as the Apprehenſions what 
might befall her if ſhe tarry'd where ſhe was, 


ſhe reſolv'd to run all other Hazards to efcape 
that; and looking on it as a particular Mark 
of the Care Providence had of her, in delaying 
the Stranger's Return ſo much longer than was 


expected, ſhe thought it would be no other 


: 8 - than 
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than running wilfully into a Misfortune, to neg- 
le& making uſe of the ſmalleſt Means that 
ſhould offer to take her from it. The very 
next time therefore that ſhe found herſelf free 
from the Obſervation of her two Attendants, 
ſhe walk'd as faſt as her Strength would permit, 
directed by the Sun,thro* that part of the Coun- 
try which ſhe had been told led her to Yorſeny. 
She came at length to a great Road, where ſhe 
ſaw Numbers of poor People of both Sexes 
driving Aſſes before them loaded with theſe 
Leaves, which they had gather'd in the Morn- 
ing, and were carrying to the Merchants. It 
was no ſmall Conſolation to the fair Wanderer 
to have ſomething of her own Species to converſe. 
with, having till now met with no other Com- 
pany in her Pilgrimage, than the Dumb Kind. — 
But being ask'd by ſome of them, whither ſhe 
was going, and how it happen'd that ſuch a 
fair young Maid undertook ſo great a Journey 
alone, and on foot, ſhe was at the greateſt loſs 
in the World what Anſwer to make; till at laſt, 
| bethinking herſelf what would be moſt ſuicable 
to the Capacities of thoſe who enquir'd, and 
beſt diſguiſe the Truth, ſhe told them, that 
having a very ſevere Mother-in-law, ſhe had 
fled from her ill Uſage, and was going to ſeek 
a Service at Vorſeny. The good People pity'd: 
her extreamly ; and perceiving ſhe was ready to 
faint with Wearineſs, contriv'd a way to ſet 
her on one of their Beaſts, by taking off its 
Burthen of Leaves, and dividing it into as many 
Parcels as there were Aſſes, added a little to 
every one. By this means ſhe got ſafe to the 
Town, and thanking her Fellow-'Travellers for 


their Kindneſs, there took leaye of them. She 
B 2 went 


4 


A 


Io A: . 

went into a common Inn, being in no danger 
of being known in that Place, eſpecially in the 
Garb ſhe was in. The Fatigue ſhe had under- 
gone, made it neceſſary the ſhould for ſome time 
repoſe herſelf ; But, alas! the Diſorders of her 
Mind would ſuffer her to take but little Reſt, 

the various Adventures ſhe had np thro” fince 
_ that fatal Time of going to meet the perfidious 
Florez,, the Grief her Abſence and Di grace had 
brought on her unhappy Father—the Death of 
Henriquez—her own eternal Ruin by the Vio- 
lence of Ferdinand—the Agonies ſhe had, and 
ever muſt endure for the Falſhood of the lovely 
Myrtano— the Terror ſhe had been in from the 
diſcover'd Paſſion of the Unknown—and the 
racking Perplexity where, or in what manner 
ſhe ſhould linger out the Reſidue of her un- 
happy Days; came all at once into her Thoughts, 


and threw her into a Condition little different 
from Madneſs. 


SOME Weeks paſs'd before ſhe could get 
leave of her Confuſion to reſolve on any thing, 
till the little Stock of Money ſhe had about her 
being pretty near exhauſted, ſhe began to con- 
ſider that this was not a Place to continue in ; ; 
and remembring that a young Lady, formerly 

an Intimate of her's, having on ſome Diſcon- 
w forſook the World, was at a Convent of 
Benedictines at Naples, ſhe promis'd herſelf a 
good deal of Satisfaction in her Company, if 
by any means ſhe could reach thither : but it 
was ſo prodigious a Diſtance by Land, that it 
would require infinitely more to defray 'the Ex- 
pence of ſuch a Journey, than ſhe was Miſtreſs 
of. She therefore thought | it the beſt way * 60 

a r 
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firſt to Ancona; which being a great Sea- Port 
'Town, ſhe did not doubt meeting with a Veſ- 


ſel there bound for the Place ſhe deſir d. Eve- 


ry thing anſwer'd her Expectations, and no- 
thing of any moment happening till ſhe was got 


on board, I ſhall omit the Repetition of any 


Particulars of her little Journey, or the Uneaſi- 
neſs ſhe was in while ſhe ſtaid'at Ancona, which 


ſhe was oblig'd to do; the Ship ſhe had a- 


greed to go in not being ready to fail in above a 
Month; and when it was, detain'd almo as 


long by adverſe Winds. 


THE Power of Beauty is the ſame in \ all 
degrees ; the plain Country Habit which diſ- 

uis'd the Daughter of a Grandee, could not 
deprive Malia of her wonted Charms : ſhe ap- 
pear d ſo lovely in the Eyes of Rickambol, the 
Captain of the Ship, that from the firſt Moment 


he beheld her, he thought of nothing but the | 


Means to poſſeſs her. He conceal'd his Inten- 
tions, however, till ſhe was come on board; 
but he no ſooner had her in his power, than 
he let her know he would make uſe of it for 
the Gratification of his Paſſion, if ſhe conſented 
not to yield to his Perſuaſions. 


WHAT was now the Anguiſh, the 
the Horror, which ſeiz*d the Soul of this un- 
happy Lady? All that was paſs d appear'd a 
Bleſſing to her preſent State, confin'd within a 
little wooden World, whoſe proud Sovereign 
was abſolute, and from the Fierceneſs of whoſe 


Nature ſhe had no room to hope that Prayers 


or Tears would be of force to melt him Here 


was no Poſſibility of eſcaping but by immediate 
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Death, and what ſhe ſuffer d in the Apprehen- 
fion of his Brutality, is not to be deſcribed by 
Words : ſo I ſhall only ſay, it was ſuch as 
could be equalled by nothing but his barbarous 
Inſenſibility of it. Trembling, fainting, and 
almoſt dying with her Fears, ſhe was on her 
Knees in her Cabin imploring Heaven's Protec- 
tion, when the Monſter, reſolved to perpetrate 

his horrid Wiſhes, came in to know her laſt 
Reſolve. Perceiving his Intent, ſhe would fain 
have flatter'd him into a Belief there was a 
1 of gaining her by gentle Means, and 
entreated him but to have patience till they 
Lame on ſhore; but he, who underſtood no 
more of Love than the brutal Part, burning to 
enjoy her, and not ſuſpecting her to be of any 
higher Station than what her Habit repreſented, 
thought to make uſe of any further Ceremony 
would be an Indignity to himſelf, and by his 
Actions, as well as Words, let her ſee he was 
not to be moved. It vain ſhe endeavour d to 
ſer forth the Baſeneſs of the Deed— in vain ſhe 
wept, entreated, threaten'd ; the Villain harden d 


in ſuch Crimes, but laugh'd at her Deſpair, and 


ſhe was juſt on the point of being reduced to a 
Condition, ſuch as, if ſhe had lived after it, 
would have made her for ever hateful to herſelf, 
when Heaven, by the moſt unexpected Means, 
ſent her a Deliverance. The Oaths, and Curſes, 
with which the boiſterous Rickambol had endea- 
vour'd to ſilence her Shrieks, on a ſudden were 
out-done, by a confuſed and ſuperior Roar on 
Deck, and immediately after a Diſcharge of 
Guns went off ſo loud, the Ship. ſeem'd ſhat- 
ter'd with the Noiſe—a General Voice cry'd, 
Where's our Captain? and three or four of the 
F e affrighted 


\ 


The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 23 
affrighted Sailors burſt into the Cabin, bawlins 
out in their rude Faſhion, that they were un” 
done, a Barbary Corſair had clap'd his grappling 
Irons on board, and Death, or Captivity, was 
all they could expect *Sdeath ! could you 
not avoid him? Had you no Warning? ſaid 
* Rickamboll, ſtarting from his amorous Combat 
but he ſhall find no Cowards here.“ With 
theſe Words he run out of the Cabin, follow'd 
by the reſt of the Men, leaving the diſtreſs'd 
alia in a Dilemma, to which Party ſhe ſhould 
wiſh Succeſs. If Rickamboll was victorious, ſhe 
had no hope of eſcaping the Ill his wild Deſires 
threaten'd her with, and Slavery itſelf ſeem'd 
far leſs dreadful to her—but then the thoughts 
of being in the power of Jzfidels, who, twas 
highly probable, might be inſpired with the 
ſame Wiſhes, and would make no ſcruple to 
uſe a Chriſtian Captive as they pleaſed, frighted 
her almoſt to death ——'The-Apprehenſions of 
what ſhe expected would enſue, whatever was 
the Iſſue of the Fight, drown'd all the Terrors 
of the preſent Danger, which, whoever has been 

itneſs of one of theſe Sea-Skirmithes, may 
eaſily comprehend : But it laſted not long, the 
Number of the Infidels was infinitely ſuperior to 
the Chriſtians, and by the Death of Rickamboll 
and ſome of the ſtouteſt of his Men, the reſt of 
them, with the Ship, became an eaſy Prize. 
Idalia, all this while at her Devotions, was 1g- 
norant of what had happen'd, till ſhe ſaw a 
Stranger of a molt graceful Mien, attended by 
ſeveral Followers, come down the Stairs, and 
enter the Cabin where ſhe was. Abdomar, for 
that was the Name of this Conqueror, had been 
formerly a Priſoner at Florence, and ſpoke very 
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in her Tears, and Tremblings, t he 
Vas in, Be of comfort, lovely Maid, ſaid he, 


a K „ „ AA 6A 
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== 


good Talian, which was no incpnſiderable piece 


of good Fortune to his fair Captive, for the ob- 
liging Terms he accoſted her with (in ſpite of 
the Meanneſs of her Habit diſſipated, imme- 
diately, great part. of her F 5 


vou are fallen into the power of one, who 
© ſcorns to take an ungenerous Advantage of it, 


Done who has it not in his Nature willingly 


to offend any of your Sex, much leſs one to 
whom Heaven has been ſo particularly boun- 
tiful in beſtowing all that can command Re- 
ſpect.— our Lot, perhaps, (continued he, per- 
ceiving ſhe was ſtill in ſome Diſorder) may be- 
come more glorious by this Captivity, than 
Freedom could offer you the Means to make 
it the moſt angelick, ſofteſt, kindeſt, beſt, 
that ever was call'd Woman, will, by her 
Tenderneſs and Indulgence, make you forget 
whatever may have been dear to you, and ob- 
hge you to place your whole Felicity, as it 
will be your Honour, to be near her. No- 
thing in 7dalia's preſent Circumſtance could haye 
afforded her a Conſolation adequate to theſe laſt 
words: to hear he was a Lover, and that he 


Was accompanied by his Adored, entirely ſet 
her free from thoſe Apprehenſions which of late 


had been ſo afflicting to her. And as ſoon as 


he had given orders for ſecuring the other Pri- 
ſoners under Hatches, ſuffer'd herſelf to be con- 


ducted by him into. that Ship, of which he was 


Commander, with all theCheartulneſs imaginable ; 
as thinking, in being deliver'd from the brutal 


Artempt of Rickamboll, ſhe had been deliver'd 
from the molt terrible Miſery that could befall 
5 | her. 
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her. Abdomar led her immediately into a Ca- 
bin, adorn'd with the choiceſt Curioſities which 


Art could produce in all the various Climates 


of the habitable World; the Floor was cover'd 
wich the moſt rich, as well as moſt beautiful 


Tapeſtry that ever was ſeen; the Ground was 


Silver, on which were ſo dextrouſly interwoven 
all manner of fine Flowers, that they ſeem'd 
more the Handy-work of Nature than of hu- 
man Skill; the Windows, which withour were 
fenced from the daſhing of the Waves with 
Chryſtal in the manner of halt Globes, within 
were chequered with green and gold 'T'wiſt, 
each Square being join'd with precious Stones: 
Diamonds, Rubies, Emeralds, Chryſolites, and 
Saphirs, with their various-colour'd Luftre, 
ſpread ſuch a dazling Glory round the Room, 
that it even pain'd the Eye to look upon it: the 
greateſt Magnificence that ever Idalia had beheld 
in Venice, than which no City in the World 


can boaſt of more, was ſo infinitely ſhort of 


what now met her Eyes, that ſhe had longer, 
and more heedfully regarded it, had not a grea- 
ter, and yet ſurpaſſing Wonder, appear'd to at- 
tract her Admiration ; it was the charming Bell- 
raizia, Miſtreſs of Abdomar, who riſing from a 


Couch of Crimſon Taffety embroider'd - with 


Gold and Pearl, ſtep'd forward ro meet and 
congratulate her Lover on his Victory: ſhe ſpoke 
to him in the Language of their own Country, 
but there was ſomething fo ſweet, ſo ſoft, ſo en- 
gaging in her Voice, that rendred it an Impoſ- 
ſibility to hear her without feeling ſome part of 


that Pleaſure which the looking on her did in 


a greater abundance beſtow. To the moſt love- 
ly and enchanting Form that Nature eyer made, 
" | there 
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there was alſo added all the Embeliſhments of 
Art—had ſhe been in a Court where it was the 
ſole Buſineſs of all about her to ſtudy what 
would moſt become her, . ſhe could not have 
been dreſs'd with greater Elegance: Her Hair, 
which was whiter, and more ſhining jthan Sil- 
ver, and hung down in Treſſes below her Waiſt, 
was only kept from falling o'er her Face by a 
Fillet of Diamonds ; but as the greateſt Art is 
to appear artleſs, this ſeeming Negligence had 
in it ſomething ſo infinitely beyond the formal 
Ornaments of the Europeans, that whoever 
would deſire to pleaſe, muſt covet to look like 
this lovely Barbarian. On the middle of the 
the Fillet there was fix d a ſort of a little Tree 
of Gold, on the Branches of which hung Jewels 
of a prodigious Largeneſs, but ſuch a Height 
above her Head, that (the Sprigs on which 
they were faſten d being ſhaded by ſome looſe 
Hair, which flew out as tho diſdainful of Re- 
ſtraint) made it ſeem to the Eye as tho they 
were ſelf· poiz d, and form'd a Conſtellation like 
Ariadne 's Crown. On her ſlender, and fine pro- 
portion'd Body, ſhe had a cloſe Jacket of Gold 
Stuff; but the Sleeves were large, and tied up 
before almoſt as high as her Shoulders, wich 
{mall sky-coloured Ribband mixed with Silver, 
and diſcover'd, as much as Decency \ 
mit, her lovely Arms, which were encompaſs'd 
with Bracelets of ſeveral ſorts of Jewels. In 
fine, her whole Appearance, her Face, her Shape, 
her Hair, her Habit, was ſurpaſſing what the 
moſt extenſive Imagination can figure out, and 
fore d Idalia (who was not over quick-ſighted 
to the Perfections of her own Sex) whether ſhe 


would or no, to confeſs within herſelf, that 3 
| a 
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had never ſeen any thing ſo beautiful! ſo glo- 
rious ! e 


AF rr ER fome little Diſcourſe between the 
two Lovers, Abdomar preſenting Idalia, ſaid in 
Italian, What other Prizes my late Conqueſt 


© has made me Maſter of, I thought unworthy 
© of Bellraixia's notice; but this fair Maid, if 
© ſhe appear the ſame in your Eyes, as at firſt 
© ſight ſhe did to mine, may merit to attend 
you.“ The charming Infidel anſwer'd theſe 
Words in Terms infinitely obliging to [dalia ; 
but afterwards enqufring her Name, Family, 
whither ſhe had deſigned to go, and for what 
reaſon ſo young a Maid had undertaken aVoyage, 
unaccompanied by any Friends or Relations, 
and other Particulars of her Life, the new-made 
Slave could make no other Reply than with her 
Tears; which the other perceiving, and know- 
ing well by Experience to what Extremes Love 
can tranſport the Heart that owns his Power, 
and imagining by her Mein, and ſomething of a 
grand Look about her, which no Diſguiſe could 
rob her of, that ſhe was of a Quality ſuperior 
to what ſhe was willing to confeſs, would preſs 
her no farther at that time; but deſiring her to 
be as eaſy with her Fate as poſſible, and aſ- 
ſuring her ſhe ſhould find nothing of Severity in 


her Servitude, commanded ſome of her other 
Slaves to place her in a Cabin, and leave her to 


that Repoſe, which, twas probable, after the 
late Fright, the Danger of the Fight had pur 
her in, ſhe might ſtand in need of. 


IN ſpite of the various Reflections this unhap- 
py Fair had on this ſudden and prodigious Alte- 
Soars ration 
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ration of her own Affairs, ſhe could not forbear 
forgetting them a while, to contemplate on thoſe 
of the Lady whom ſhe muſt now call Miſtreſs. It 
appear d ſo odd that a Woman, ſuch as the Looks 
and Habit of Bellraixia ſpoke her to be, ſhould 
be the willing Partaker of Dangers, Fatigues, 
and Horrors, ſuch as were inſeparable from the 
Profeſſion of Abdomar, that ſhe could not but 
think there was. ſomething very extraordinary 
in the Adventure: but her Surprize was very 
much heighten'd, when the next Morning ſhe 
was ſummon'd with the reft of the Slaves (who 
at ſeveral times had been taken by Abdomar) to 
riſe and attend the Princeſs; and ſhe could not 
forbear asking the Perſon who brought her this 
Command ſome Queſtions concerning this Affair, 
but could learn no more from him, than that 
Bellraizia was of the Royal Blood of Barbary, 
and chat for the Love of Abdomar, who was 
alſo of a high Extraction, tho baniſh'd for ſome 
Miſdemeanor, ſhe had forſook her Country, and 
choſe to live a Rover on that uncertain Ele- 
ment, deſpiſing all the Dangers of it for his 
ſake. This Information threw the poor 1dalia 
into Anxieties much worſe than her Captivity 
had inflicted on her—the Paſſion ſhe had tor 
Myrtano, which her late Frights had filenced for 
a while, now rouz'd it ſelf within her Soul, and 
told her how happy might ſhe have been, had 

he been true—how joyfully ſhe could have em- 
braced Bellraizia's Fate, had Myrtano, like Ab- 
domar, been juſt. * Oh had that lovely Youth 
(cry'd ſhe to herſelf ) © returned my Paſſion with 
an equal Ardour, what is it I would not have 
© endured—what Dangers could I not have 
dar d—what Sufferings could I not e 
> Shave 
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© have borne to keep him mine? Pain would 
© have been unfelt, Want loſe its Sting, and e- 
ven Death a Bleſſing for his ſake —My hum- 
ble Wiſhes aſpired no higher than to be wret- 
ched with Myrtauo yet that, the cruel Hea- 
vens deny,——Miſerable alia | where where 
will thy Sorrows end!“ The violent Agita- 
tions of her Soul oppreſs d her here ſo ſtrongly, 
that, unable to repel their Force, ſhe fell on the 
Bed ſhe was ſitting on entirely motionle(s ; nor 
recover d ſhe, till being a ſecond time ſent for 
by Bellraizia, and found in that Condition, all 
means that could be invented were made uſe of 
for her Relief, and ſo extremely concerned was 
ber generous Conqueror, and bis admir'd.Mi- 
ſtreſs, that they both join'd in giving her a 
thouſand Aſſurances of their Pity, and a Grant 
of whatever was in either of their powers, co 
remedy the Misfortunes ſhe labour'd under. 
* If it be Captivity alone that makes you 
* wretched, ſaid Bellraizia, I dare promiſe you 
a Releaſe as well from that Compaſſion which 
is natural to the noble Abdomar, as from the 
ready Compliance I have ever found in him 
to any Requeſt of mine; be therefore com- 
forted, for be aflured whatever pleaſure I 
might take in retaining a Perſon, whoſe Con- 
verſation I think ſo deſirable as yours, I would 
not for the Univerſe have my Soul loaded with. >. 
the Guilt of rendering you unhappy.* JIdatia” 
anſwer'd theſe obliging Expreffions in Terms 
full of Gratitude, and Reſpe& ; and the other 
taking an Opportunity of Abdomar's being gone 
out of the Cabin on ſome Buſineſs which call'd 
him on Deck, entreated her, if it were not too 
great a Secret, to relate the Particulars of ver | 
Lite. 
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Life. This was not a Task ſo eaſy to be per- 
form'd as ſhe imagin'd, there were ſome Paſ- 
ſages which were an Offence to her Modeſty to 
remember, much more to repeat; and others, 
which the Deſcription of would add to her Af- 
fliction, by ſuffering again in Idea what ſhe had 
before in Reality, However, the Obligations 
ſhe had to Bellraizia, and the Impoſſibility there 
was of denying any thing to a Perſon who 
ask'd with ſo good a Grace, ſurmounted all 
theſe Scruples, and ſhe recounted to her both 
who ſhe was, how ſhe had been betray'd 
from her Father's Houſe by the Perfidiouſneſs 
of Florez, the Violence that had been offer'd to 

her by Don Ferdinand, the unhappy Quarrel 
between him and Henriquex, their Deaths, her 
Paſſion for Myrtano, the Terrors ſhe had en- 

dur'd in the Apprehenſion of a ſecond Viola- 
tion from him, and afterwards the unknown 
Perſon appointed for her Guide; and this laſt of 
Rickamboll, from which the Victory of Abdomar 
had ſo fortunately deliver d her. 
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THIS Story, had it been told by any other 
Perſon, and ſtript of all thoſe grief- attracting Il- 
luſtrations which heighten'd each unlucky Ac- 

cident in Idalia's Deſcription, was in itſelf roo 
moving not to excite the tendereſt Compaſſion 
in the Soul of her who heard it. Abdomar at 
his return found them both drown'd in Tears; 
which enquiring the reaſon of, That (reply d 

the Charmer of his Soul) which when you are 
acquainted with, will very near bring you in- 
to our Condition; your beautiful Priſoner's 
Misfortunes. She has been giving me an 


Account ſo full of Wonder, that when you 
” hear” 


R M M _ a3 


© hear it, as. with her Leave ſome other time 


* you ſhall, I know you will join in my Belief, 


© that Heaven defigns her for ſome extraordi- 
© nary Event.” The afflicted IAdalia would have 
made ſome return to theſe Words, but was too 
much overcome by her Diſorders, and entreat- 
ed the liberty of retiring to the Cabin ap- 


pointed for her. The obliging Bellraizia would 


needs accompany her, and was ſo aſſiduous in 


her Endeavours to aſſuage her Sorrows, that 


the other, if in reality ſhe found no Conſolation, 
thought herſelf bound in Gratitude and Com- 
plaiſance to ſeem as if ſhe did. As they were 
talking, ſhe happen'd to let fall ſome Words 
Which diſcover'd a Deſire of knowing the Ad- 
ventures of a Lady, whom ſhe eſteem'd ſo infi- 


nitely happy in the Society of the Man ſhe. 


lov'd. * ?Tis a general Obſervation ( ſaid ſhe) 


in, are the fartheſt from our reach ; it being 
the Sport of adverſe Fate, to wound us in the 


ble Abdomar are a bleſt Exception to that 
Rule, and having all in one another, can 
know no ſecond Wiſh,” * *Tis true, reph*d 
Bellraixia, we are at laſt as happy as Love can 
make us; but did you know the Toils, the 
Dangers, the Endurings we have had 
the unintermitting Cares, inceſſant Fears, and 
little Hopes, which, in the Race of Paſſion, 
both accompany'd, you'd be ſurpriz'd that 
either of us liv'd to reach the Goal : and be- 
cauſe I know not but it may alleviate a De- 
ſpair I ſee is beginning to take root in you, to 
hear that there are no Misfortunes ſo great 
but Heaven can relieve us from ; I ſhall, if 


vou 
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that thoſe things we place our chief Felicity 


tendereſt Part: but you, Madam, and the no- 
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| vou deſire it, let you into the moſt ſecret Hi- 
1" * ſtory of mine.” Malia immediately told her 
18 there was not a Poſſibility of her conferring 
| a greater Obligation that it was a Favour ſhe 
had been ambitious of ſince the firſt Moment 
ſhe was brought before her and that having 
now ſo favourable an Opportunity of their be- 
ing alone, begg'd ſhe would make uſe of it for 
that purpoſe. To which Bellraixia willingly 
complying, began to entertain her with What 
ſhe deſired, in this manner. "FS 


eee, 
The Hiftory of Abdomar and Bellraizia. 


N the little time, ſaid ſbe, you have been 
in our Ship, you may, perhaps, have heard 
of what Country I am a Native, and doubtleſs 
are ſurpriz d to ſee my Complexion ſo different 
from others born in the ſame Climate; but to 
eaſe you of that Wonder, 1 muſt let you know 
the firſt of my Family that ſettled in Barbary 
was a Renegado Chriſtian, a Florentine, nearly 
ally*d to the great Duke of Tuſcany, and Gene- 
ral of his Forces; who, quitting his Service on 
ſome Diſguſt, brought his Family to Barbary, 
renoune'd his Religion, and was promoted. 
ſudden War breaking out, he ſignaliz d himſelf 
by many remarkable Actions, and at his return 
was: made Governour of a Province, in which 
Poſt he dy d. Great Revolutions afterwards 
happening, a Son of his was advanc'd to the 
Dignity of Baſſau; and in length of Time, and, 
to them, an auſpicious Turn of Fortune, a De- 


ſcendant of his to the Crown, under an annual 
5 " ri- 
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ther's Brother is at preſent King, and the fifth 
Monarch of our Race. I make you not this 
Relation as a Boaſt of my Pedigree, but as it 
i neceſſary to render other Occurrences plain 
to your Obſervation : for had my Birth been 
meaner, my Lot had been more bleſt; Gran- 
deur has only given me an adequate Portion of 
Inquietudes, and Fate, by placing me in fo 
elevated a State, had no other deſign in it, 
than to make me more remarkably unhappy. 
My Uncle having but one Daughter, oblig d 
my Father to let me be bred with her at Court, 
for a Companion in all her Diverfions, and with 
our Years there grew ſo tender a Friendſhip 
between us, as is very rarely to be found in 
Perſons of the ſame Sex ; neither of us had a 
deſire, tho never ſo violent, that we could not 
reſign for the Gratification of the other: If Joy, 
or Sorrow, ſat on the Face of either, you might 
be certain to find it in the other's 4s. Thus, 
bleſt with that Tranquillity which is always in- 
ſeparable to thoſe who are poſſeſs d of Inno- 
cence. and Freedom, did we live, till Love. 
that ſweet deſtructive Paſſion! that luſcious 
Poiſoner of the Calm of Life, chang'd that fe- 
licitous State, for Cares, Inquietudes, and un- 


ceaſing Perturbations. 


THE King of Fez had a Son eſteem'd the 
Wonder of his Age; his Martial Exploits had 
juſtly made him famous over all that Quarter of 
the World; nor was his ſoft Addreſs, and 
elegant Behaviour, leſs charming to his F riends 
than his undaunted Fierceneſs was dreadfuFto 
his Enemies. I know not What ill Star 
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Tribute to the Emperor of Morocco ; my Fa- 


N . 
1 2 


— 


R 4 BF) ward hed FE. Oh n 8 2 * : . 
4 * 1 2 3 _— 2 Ag Fu — 1 * — . 
1 2 — 854 2 — n 8 R . 2% 8 HS ES oo EIA 8 R „ N —U— e St run; ar. E 
LICE II „ i, ES. n ee 3 K „ EEE 5 * = 5 8 SEG 14-803 % Vn Lin 
_ : K — SY 8 2 - — — t_ mop 


WS” C++ Be 
— N 1 8 21 e 1 * 88 8 * 7 „ lt R 4 1 * , 2 4 
FP Is n — — 
- : 8 n 8 one + + e PR. 2 4 or 1 r N e 
4 a ** 4 » Z, 1 * 8 1 . » 2 : 7" p % 2 5 1 N . * 4 6.964 jk rofl \ 
r n Sr; — bo . . 3 WN RES WK. „ of 
2 98 4 7 #*y 7 * * % ps NY Nth > „ 9 * 2 _ ** „ r — "xg 
E 6 4 — 4 7 a by LY 4 wud 2 . - 9 pon * - " 
Enos ers „ = — E . 'i. ² oo ER A TE cr * 
. 


N * — * x: a ——_ k 
7 1 N — ow 3 A * * „ in ä 2 
— > | 0 © & oi Be x - F FT n . % 75 5 A * — >) 
= — — r * f — er > : 4 a = — — PES reel 3 BS, a «| 4. — = 2 q 2 tp a9 ee 
bb. 4 AI wth, EFT, r we. 3 a | — * 2 - bo <p 
OY "<> S — Fi . r en xo Om eee 8 n Ein „en * FP * n , : * my , 
* * g * Y > > as * 2 1 8 _ 0 bo 18 2 Y W 5 ad M4 22 * 1 
— . s * r * nnn e N e * W. by A 8 1 BY e La» 0 
* 8 2 x WI = Mp — — ** L Colas . 23 - P ant? 
r Wigs Iva e . a 8 , & * 2 = 
A. l 8 =. WY N 2 r D-arÞ-<, 8 , Mor » att ob tern me gn bs 1 ” = Ras — MT" > 1 p . 
* 2 7 ena Lg 1 * N EP TOR ACE PPS 2 wings h 3 > 2 a # Ne Matt W "34K hos Os * bn 4287 nt 
, ww 1 "x 4 a 0 . 7 . wy K +2 7 £4 2 ta SF x 5 Sg % s N i FO. — . A 
4 : : * * * bh = . N. n 3 
* 8 C pe _ 4 l 
J * k 8 l e 8 * . Nl 3.55 Pg 
A 4 - , = wYy 3 2 \ NI. g * 2 3 2 1 bag « + . 
0 e 3 e IG * Rae, ye OS. D bs By 5 LS SE a 12 5 


* & 1% 
* = 
2 ' 
— * 
7 es 
. 


—— 
* 3 
8 

4. Dre 


— nfl. — m 2 ö 
ME NT — 4 , 4 ar ap 7 5 8 „ — nr — 9 * * —— 
ns a x = © #% KF th e DR "I - 
”Y s 4 _ * 
7 * 8 p 22 


* * - +> 7 * F 0 - . — \ = 

_ . by N 5 * w _ - * - - * r — — 5 EY _ \ © SIE, 
e 222 * * * 5 „ - p r a+ . 3 Co \ . > > 
> * 3 1 r * ne 1 . - 1 * * ef, ” 1 — 7 Fs COIs —_— 
. . — S 3 JF Cs tb "i e — r * r = 8 
2 Tx * * [ i To P 4% a 7 ern We l hy 
— rr er. * I a 2 — 4. Agr — — ” 
r * ” 4 
— — I 2 


S aw EC mes 3. wv, = 
: * 
— - 4 J 2 y E rer 9 
22 a. „ e r 2 - - * * — — — — A 2 — - - * H 
2 4 6. gs Y . 2 = 8 4 a 2 3 a => 2 2 No $ - 2 
a al ; — * 2 * ; be Wop — tou n I Þs R * N. Ws Hr . 
, ' 4 — 2 - * 3 AS - . 7 — 2 ps a 2 he = 2 — * 4 by IC 4 — 4 — 

* ww, — 3 : — 2 F n — — * d 3 — —— — 8 Py * 22 4 CER”, ID 20 Ve at e — 

: = Ns by — —_ - OT . 1 — FI, 2 — — - 4 "ey JT 2 _— 

D —— — -S f3 5- . N — — — 
— 


- — 
— == — — ge ns e 7 > "foe — * 
— rr ee . . —— ————— SY 
2 a 
* 


' * 8 * : % * £ cs * * L i * 
| a d % NN N n : J 4 : * 0 3 4 5 1 
5 LD TS. So I SST SITS FL 14 | 


„h a+ & 


inclin'd him to make a Viſit at our Court; 


but he had no ſooner arriv'd there, and caſt his 
Eyes on me, than he became enamour'd. I, 
Who at that time had a Heart entirely unpre- 
poſſeſs d, and was not without ſome ſhare of 
that Vanity by which moſt of our Sex, more 
or leſs, are ſway'd, could not liſten to the De- 


clarations he made me, without an adequate 
Proportion of Pride and Pleaſure, for being ca- 


pable of inſpiring a Prince ſo every way agree- 


able, with a Paſſion ſuch as he profeſs d. M 


Uncle, who truly lov'd me, extreamly approv'd 
of the Propoſals he made, and my Father 


thought himſelf ſo much honour'd by them, 


that he laid the ſtricteſt Command on me, to 
treat Mulyzeden, for that was his Name, as a 
Prince, to whoſe Profeſſions of Love I was in- 
finitely oblig d. Never was Lover indulg'd, on 
all ſides, with ſo many Opportunities of ex- 
preſſing his Paſſion, yet was he not contented : 


He was always complaining, that not all the So- 


licitations he made were effectual to inſpire me 


with Sentiments ſuch as he wiſh'd. He tor- 


mented himſelf with a Belief, that the Defe- 
rence-I paid him, was wholly owing to his Qua- 
lity, and the Commands my Uncle and Fa- 
ther had given me.— He never ſaw me with- 
out telling me he found it impoſſible to make 
me love him; but one day he ſeem'd fo un- 
eaſy, and indeed ſo deſperate at my Inſenſibi- 
lity, as he call'd it, that I thought he was diſ- 
tracted. . For my part, I believ'd I lov'd him; 
I had never ſeen a Man whoſe Merits I could 


think equal to thoſe he was Maſter - of: —was 
perfectly pleasd when in his Company, and on 
the ſtricteſt Examination into my own Heart, 


could 
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dould find in it, not the leaſt Soruple at be- 


coming his Wife; Which Title I bad conſented 
to wear, as ſoon as the neceſſary Preparations 
to confer it on me could be got ready. I did 


not fail to aequaint him with the moſt favoura- 


ble of my Inolinations; but all I could ſay, was 


inſufficient to give him the Conſolation I 


wiſh'd.—— He ſtill accus d me of Coldneſs. 
Nor indeed is it to be wonder'd at, that he did 


ſo: For, alas! he perceiv'd nothing in me of 


* 


thoſe tender Languors thoſe melting Soft- 
nefſes——thoſe pleaſing, Pains——thoſe thrilling 


Ardors—thoſe mingled Hopes, and Fears, 


which ſtill accompany Deſire, and are never at 
an end, till ſure PoſMon cuts them off—thoſe 
Thouſand, . Thouſand, nameleſs Conſequences 
of eager Paſſion, which he felr, and.could eafily 
diſtinguiſh, and which II ſince have too power- 
fully. experienc'd. —But at that time, I was 
utterly ignorant what it. was he meant when 
e'er he nam'd them to me, and began to think 
him unreaſonable to ask greater Proofs. of my 
Affection, than what I imagin'd was in the 
power of any Woman to give. Perceiving 
I grew angry at theſe kind of Niſcourſes, he 
at length forbore them; but in doing ſo, put 
ſo great a Conſtraint on his Inclinations, as, 
could I have had any notion of what I now am 
certain he ſuffer d, would have made me endure 
almoſt as much thro: Pity, as he did from an 
Agitation more violent. But not to tire you 
with the Particulars of our Behaviour till the 
Day appointed for the Celebration of our Nup- 


tials was arriv d, which had not been ſo long de- 


lay'd, but for the expected coming of a young 
Nobleman of Fez ; one who from his Infancy 
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had been brought up with Mulyzeden, as I had 
with the Princeſs my Couſin, and ſo firmly 
united were they in Friendſhip, that fearing 
Marriage might ſome time or other occaſion a 


Slack ning, if not a total Breach of that Bond 


which both deſir d ſhould be indiſſoluble, each 
had taken an Oath never to wed but with the 
Approbation of the other. Mulyxeden had fo 
facred a Regard to his Promiſe in this Affair, 
that as ſoon as he had obtain'd mine, and my 
Parents Conſent to make me his, he diſpatch'd 
a Meſſenger to Fez with an account of the Pro- 


greſs he had made, and entreating the Preſence 


of chis dear Favourite. The other was not 
neglectful of the Duty he ow d to his Prince 
and Friend, but ſet out for Barbary the mo- 
ment he was recover d of ſome ſlight Wounds, 
which had been the cauſe of his ſtaying be- 
hind him; as to avoid marrying a Lady whom 
his Father had provided for him, was of Muh- 
zeden's coming away. It was Evening when he 
came to Court, and being engag'd with the 


Princeſs, I ſaw him not that Night. 1 had ob- 


ſerv'd an unuſual: Melancholy in that youn 
Princeſs; but ſhe complaining of a little Indi 
poſition in her Head, made me impute it to 
that, and prevented my taking ſo much notice 
of it as otherwiſe I ſhould' have done; but the 


an endeavour to repreſent it. It was a good 
while before ſhe was able to ſpeak to me, tho 
ſhe attempted it ſeveral times, and it was with 


theſe 


1 ſhe at laſt brought out 


” 


theſe Words. © Pity me! pity me Hell- 
She would have proceeded, but the ſtruggling 
Paſſions of her Soul ſtopp'd her Utterance, and 
Sighs, accompany'd with a Torrent of Tears, 
had alone | the power of informing me ſhe la- 
bour' d under ſome very great Affliction.  'The 

Surprize I was in to fee her in this manner, did 
not hinder me from endeavouring to conſole 
her; but when I entreated her to reveal what 
*rwas diſturb'd her, ſhe ſeem'd poſſeſs'd with 
an Addition of Diſquiet, © Preſs me no more, 
© (ſaid ſbe, with a Countenance which, without the 
© help of Words, ſufficiently expreſs'd the Diſtreſs of 


© her Soul) the Misfortune I am fallen under, 


nor Earth, nor Heaven can relieve me from. 
* Why then ſhould I affli& you with the 
Knowledge of it? The Accent in which 
ſhe ſpoke this, touch'd me to the Heart; I 
tenderly; loy*d her, and could not bear to ſee 
her thus, and be ignorant of the Cauſe: I fell 
on my Knees by the Bedſide, and kiſſiug her 
Hand, and bathing it in my Tears, which now 
fell faſt as her s, conjur'd her by all the Friend- 
ſhip ſhe had favour'd me with, to let me into 
the cruel Secret of her Sorrows. [I can- 
not muſt not dare not tell you, an- 
*. ſwer'd ſhe.” O Heavens! interrupted I, what 


can have happen'd to Zatilda (for that was her 


Name) that Belraizia muſt not know ? Nay, 


© (continu'd I) I think you ſaid you dare not 


* ſpeak. it——and I have juſt Cauſe to fear you 
doubt my Truth, if longer you refuſe to give 
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— 


b 


. 


me leave to join with you in your Complain» 


ings. No, no (reſum'd ſhe haſtily) you have 
no cauſe to mourn Fate is about to give you 
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wall you can deſire; therefore III not detain 
vyou from the dear Preſence of the Prince who 
adores you, and whom juſtly you eſteem. 
I ſent for you, but to take my laſt Farewell, 
for be aſſur'd IIl not out- live this Night.“ 
No, (purſued ſhe, raiſing her Eyes to Heaven, as 
© tho” ſheſmennt to accuſe the Gods for her Misfor- 
tunes) no, I ne'er will live to ſee to-morrow's 
* hated Dawn—this Night ſhall put an end to 
© curs'd Zatilda's Miſery and Shame. It would 
be impoſſible for me to expreſs either my Con- 
fuſion at the firſt part of her Diſcourſe, or the 
Agonies I felt at the Reſolution which ſhe * 
clos'd" it with—The ſudden Tremblings which 
ſeiz d her, and the viſible Alteration in her 
Countenance when ſhe nam'd the Prince, gave 
me ſome little faint Zea that it was he who had 
been ſo fatal to her Repoſe, and in ſo furprizing 
a ſuncture was not Miſtreſs of Preſence enough 
of Mind to be able to reſolve in what manner 
I ſhould reply —— While I was pauſing, ſhe 
had been endeavouring to recollect herſelf, and 
perhaps believing ſhe had ſaid too much, was 
willing to break off any farther Converſation.— 
I ſee, cry d ſbe, I ſee (with an Infinity of Con- 
* cern for having occaſion*d it) how nearly the 
* Deſpair you find me in has touch*d you. Par- 
don it, I beſeech you, my dear Bellraixia! 
* ?tis the laſt Trouble you will ever receive 
from the unfortunate Zatilda.'—— Remem- 
ber me, I conjure you (added ſhe, tenderly 
* preſſing my Hand;) and when you are poſleſs'd 
* of all your Soul is fond of in Mulyzeder's 
* Court, think he cannot love you more than I 
have done. And then (perceiving I was 
Glent, for indeed I had not yet the power of 
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Speech, ſo much had Amazement lock d up. 
all my Senſes) Go (continu d ſhe) I will no 
© longer affli& you with the fight of Woe it is 
© not in your power to remedy : Go! go, and 
* be bleſt with Mulyzeden.” . The Heſitation 
with which ſhe {till pronounc'd that Name, con- 
firm'd me that myConje&ures had but too real a. 
Foundation ; and at laſt getting leave from the. 
Whirl of Thought which that Belief had at the 
firſt involv'd me in, It is not in Nature (an- 
* fwer'd Y for Bellraixia to know whar Felicity 
is, when Zatilda refuſes to be Partaker of it; 
that Prince you ſpeak of, deſerving as he is, 
had never the power to rival you in my Af- 
fections nor ſhall my Uncle, my Father, 
his ardent Paſſion, or my own Vow oblige me 
to become his Wife, if you approve not of it.“ 
She would by ſome faint Arguments have per- 
ſuaded me to believe there was nothing ſhe 
more deſir'd, than to ſee me Princeſs of Fez ;: 
but ſhe was ſo little accuſtom'd to Hypocriſy, 
that I eaſily diſtinguiſh'd her Hear: was 2 
from aſſenting to what her Tongue had uttered, 
and that all the Pains ſhe took, was but to diſ- 
guiſe a Truth her Modeſty could not ſuffer her to 
wiſh diſclos'd, But I, who was not able to bear 
to ſee, much leſs to leave her in this Anxiety, 
preſs'd her ſo home, that at length I wreſted 
the Secret from her Breaſt, and found it as I 
imagin'd. I had ſeveral Meſſages from Mulyze- 
den, while I was employ'd in comforting her, to 
let me know, that his long- expected Friend was 
now arriv'd, and that they bath waited at my 
Apartment; but I ſtill fent Excuſes, and at 
laſt a plain Denial, that I would not be ſeen 
that Night. The King being told of his Daugh- 
"6 4 rer's 


PLS ae > on re = = 
A * £- «'E I je 
q — ere * * h 
IE ROE Ee ne FH 
I = 2 5 . 2 : 
2 * 1 r 


74. Pa =; 


2 1 "SF; 88 i 
S : 


+ 

i 

t 

S 

, 
1 
Þ 
1 
} 

[2 


=_ % 
x # 
=— 
= I 
% 
s 3 
1 
17 1 
SB, 
GY 4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
11 
i; Ih 
p = 
CY 
WW 
? * 
1 Ll 
6 
F 
» 
«= I 
7 
9 
19 
7 
q 
9 [3 
* ir 
a 
* 
* 
1 
1 
5 ? 
5 $1 
1 
4. 2 
= 
"89 ad} \ 
— 9 
4 7. 
1 
» 7 8 
8 $% 
: 75 . 
1 
. 
b - 
. 
T7 of 
b:. 
. 4 
b <<? 
2 42 
=" wil 
7 
1 34 
. 1 
A 4H 
4 
ky 
n * 
- i 
4 
; 7 
A, b 
oy 
: 7 
1 
0 4 
bt 9 } 2 
1 bo 
n * 
. 
1 | 
ny 
S 
1 
> = 
* . 
p 
+ > 
1 
* 3 
1 
2 oF 
: + 
Ne 
2 5 
* © 
4 
: #8) 
* 
bi 4 
3 I " 
+ 
i 4 . 
i: > 
ky * 
1 
2 'Þ 
1 
4; F 
3 
3 K 
19 ia * 
1 
1 | 
- ＋ 
: * 
.| i 
8 4 KF: 
| 1 
4 I 
9 
A $8 
4 "'$ 7 
£58 


> A a Aa 


es» "RIA , 2 2 i 
: * * 


1 S 2 5 — 2 * 1 ** — 4 : 
- — 7 0 N * N 2 8 , * * * 8 7 gy Ps r . 82 2 I. 8 x08 4 i n 
„ 4&6 11 bt > nn — * 9 4 * th 4 * * 2 r * 2 £ ad] th” 8 n N 4 
>. - Sol — = 1 RE 4, TIE” < rl 2 8 at 8 eee — * 2 by e 7 9 m5, ”" ry a. N . 7 ww A = © A 2 % 
f 2 — 1 7 2 P x3 „ 75 228 6 x FE * 2 N 8 
Ge * 3 rene 8 — f e_ "BE NN N F : S 9 * 7 
. 1 8 n 8 „ 3 * 3 es 


Att” Fino ** 


"2 
n 
N 
8 
e 


5 »„AÜ—Ü— 4 
* r >; "Wes = * C5 * — 8 _ 8 2 
5 — — 2 N 1 * — EWS — 2 2 
rr 2 SD LEE e . _ 5 * A — e [LPs x Pre „re 
COP TO 525 1 ? 1 D 8 wort ee fv RA... 9 A 8 
Mt a . . A y-: LI" PI RESIN $ af - + 736% re 28 A 5 n 1 
- % 2 4 4 be * 95 b Uo oor 88 N Ar Py K Le) +=" 8 þ * W A Vo OE * 
* * * ag Dt Ne LT og CE BEE ↄ² w END DT WE ns N 
e e a FE ej p RS . * * 5 "Yn om > A 8 ; 5 * rie W 8 8 _ 8 < 
8 - * 1 POTS FS wo S$rog. 4 * l * Fun h 
* A 2.1 Al) 2 2-8, „ LES . 2 
aw . p Pats . s 17 . BR N 
— be 8 wax hg * a — wt . 
4 LE 2 Py . Won — 2 i 2 * 
1 ABA AE ASIA. IFC» 


* 
1 . 
— C 
* ” was; \ 0 > 2 47 
— : K oy RX = 7", V'Y 
"3" . 1 n een 
r * L L.A NL I > r * p 
\ 4 3 £2 £ 


* 


— 


Arnd © 
: 4 » - > ? l * . 1 © 
x Tai} th KYLIE. SHANE 41 « i 8 


Ky 5 
3 e 113 * 


rewony; He ſeem'd oblig'd to the Contern'l 
d for her, and told me, that if my Fa- 


would not oppoſe whar 1 deſif d. Zilla lo 
oh me While 1 


and Joy, but durſt not expreſs any part of 


r 


gave me at this Declaration, would but tire 
you ; it ſhall ſuffice to ſay, the Night was 
taken. up with them, and the 'Study what 
Means ſhould be made uſe of to diſappoint 
Mulyzeden of his Hopes of me, and turn the 
Courſe of his Affections where they were 
with more Zeal deſir d. We had a thouſan- 

Inventions, but none ſeem'd plauſible enough 
to be approv'd, and the enamour d Princeſs was 

oblig' d to content herſelf with the repeated Aſs 
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ſurances that neither Force nor Entreaty ſhould 
prevail on ms _to_make ber milerable by my 
yielding to be his Wife, and leave to Time and 
Chance to work for her, in changing the Senti- 


. * « | 


ments he had for me to her Advantage: 


WHEN Mornjgg came, Tlefe her in e much. 
better Condition of Repoſe than that in which 1 
vv e LR ei | OTIS; 
had found her,and retired ta my own Apartment 
55 a little ſatisfy'd to haye an Opportunity. 
of reflecting on what I had done. The Advan- 
I propos'd to myſelf in being the Wife of 


- * 4 
> 
. 


tage 

N ſo accompliſh'd as Muhzeden, was too 
great for me to think of quitting, without ſome 
Concern; and the Promiſe which my Love to 
Zatilda had oblig d me to make her of doing ſo, 
I foreſaw would be very difficult for me to make 
good: I very well knew that my Father would 
fly into the utmoſt Extremity of Rage again} 
me, when once he ſhould nd an daten 
me to oppoſe his Inelinations. | Belides, I could 
vor help having ſome little Commiſeration for 
a Prince who loy'd me with ſo high a Degree of 
Paſſion, that the loſs of me might probably de- 
prive him of his Life. As I was revolving on 
this manner, my Page brought me word he 
waited for Admittance ; I was ſenſible he muſt 
have heard of the Petition I had made the King 
the Night before, for delaying the Nuptials till 
Zatilda s Recovery, and expected he would re- 


proach the little Regard f thow'd. for Um, with. 


as much Vehemence as his Reſpe& would give 
bim leaye: But as that would be the moſt plau- 
ſible, nay, indeed, the only Pretence I could 
make, I reſoly'd to have recourſe to no other. 
I found I was not miſtaken ; the Moment he 
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enter'd theRoom, 1 read in his Eyes the Diſcon- 
tent of his Soul; and tho he approach'd me 


with the moſt perfect Humility, yet there was 


ſomething in his Air which told me, before he 
ſpoke, that he thought himſelf ill treated. I 
had little to ſay in vindication of what I had 
done, ſince if I had really been poſſeſs d of that 
Warmth of Paſſion he had endeavour'd to in- 
ſpire, and which I had often feign'd to make 
him eaſy, no Conſideration would have been 
of force to have engag d me to break the Pro- 
miſe I had made of being his, the very Mo- 
ment that his Friend was arrived. Befides, the 
Princeſs's Indiſpoſition was look d upon ſo ſlight, 
that (as Lovers are always induſtrious to tor- 
ment themſelves) he imagined it was by my 
Deſire ſhe only counterfeited it, on purpoſe to 
give me an Excuſe for delaying what I had no 
Inclination to perform. He expreſs'd himſelf on 
this Head in Terms ſo moving, and complain'd 
of my Indifference, and the cruel Pleaſure I 


took in making him unhappy, that tho I was 


farther from a Paſſion for him, than, till T knew 
what *twas to lope in reality, I was ſenſible of 
myſelf ; yet I had a Softneſs in my Soul which 
gave me Agonies inexpreſſible, for being ob- 
lig'd by ſo ſevere a Neceſſity to reduce him to 
ſuch Deſpair : but to palliate the Matter as well 
as I could, I told him, as he was not ignorant 


of the Friendſhip which was between my Couſin 


and myſelf, he ought not to wonder I deny'd 
to receive what Fortune's Smiles would beſtow 
on me, while ſhe was unable to taſte any Joy— 


J aſſur'd him ſhe was in a much worſe Condi- 


tion than was generally believ'd ; and finding 
nothing elſe would be of force to perſuade him 
* | 5 


kg 
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to Moderation, was oblig'd to renew the Vows: 


T had before made him, of being his for ever, as 
ſoon as ſhe was reſtor'd to her former Health. 
Unhappy. Prince! he little ſuſpected the Equivo- 
cation of theſe Words, which when Iſpoke, I knew 
wou'd be but little to his advantage, for I reſol- 
ved ſhe ſhould continue to feign herſelf as the 
was till ſomething ſhould happen to give a Turn 
to this Affair: He appeared a little more ſatiſ- 
fied than he had been, however, and when he 
was ſo, told me, the young Nobleman being 
now arriv'd, attended my Permiſſion to kiſs my 
Hands. I, who had as much Curioſity to ſee a 
Perſon I had heard ſo much of, as the Chagrin 
I was in would allow room for, defir'd he 
might be immediately introduc'd. —— But, Oh 
Gods ! with what Emotions did my Boſom 
ſwell when firſt I caſt my Eyes upon him! 
J will not go about to repreſent what twas I 
felt — *rwould be impoſſible— But you, lovely 
Idalia! who. have ſo much experienced what 
Paſfion is, may guels. Beſides, in my fond 
Judgment, whoever has ſeen the graceful Form 
of Abdomar, for it was no other, cannot be ſur- 
priz'd to hear the Effect it. wrought on me, 
How mean,methoughr,did Mulyzeden ſeem! How 
little in compariſon with his charming Friend! 


The Diforder I had been in, while talking to 


the Prince, ſerv'd to ſcreen that additional one 
which ſeiz'd me at the Sight of the adorable 
Stranger, from rhe Obſervation of them both; 
for the former took it for no other than what 


was occaſioned by Refle id on wha 2 q 8 g 


ſaid to me; and the latter, as he has ſince told 


me, for a Look that was natural to me; he found 


enough in it, however, to think agreeable ; And 
"tis 
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on. 
tis certain, that at this firſt View, the God of 
ſoft Deſires fix d his Arrows in both our Hearts 
at once: But, alas! I was not ſo happy to ima- 
gine I had made any Impreſſion on him, and 
Love was ſcarce a Moment older than Deſpair — 
Ir was now that I began to pity poor Zatilda's 
Caſe, for having entertain'd a Paſſion for a Prince, 
who ſeem'd ſo little in a Capacity of returning 
it, much more than was in my power to do, be- 
fore I felt the ſame. It is not to be expreſt, it 
is not to be imagin'd, what I endur'd while 
they were preſent :. but (much for my Eaſe, 
who long'd for an Opportunity of indulging 
the new Sentiments I was poſleſt with) they. 
ſtayed not long, perhaps thinking a Morning 
Viſit might be troubleſome, eſpecially to a Per- 
fon who, that they might do, ſo, had informed 
them ſhe took bur little Repoſe the Night be- 
fore. But, oh! how little do they know their 
Paſſion's Force, who think to conquer it, by re- 
flecting on the Difficulties that are likely to op- 
poſe it! — All that might be inflicted on me 


from the Indignation of my Royal Uncle, my 


Father, or the juſt Reſentment of the injured, 
Mulyzeden, ſeemed light to me, if by my Suf- 
ferings I cou'd purchaſe the leaſt Share in his 
Affections, who was now. dearer. to me than the 
whole World beſides, — But the moſt, and in- 
deed the ozly dreadful Conſideration, was, that 
ſhould he ever gueſs at the Inclinations I had. 
for him, he would be fo far, from thinking him- 
ſelf obliged to them, that he would rather hate 
me for, the Ingratitude I was, guilty of to. a. 
Prince he ſo infinitely loyed. I;thought my ſelf 
now in a, much worſe Condition than Zatilda 
was, becauſe I had not only the Weight of my 

| —_ | own 
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own Troubles to ſupport, but was alſo loaded 
with thoſe my ill Fate oblig'd me to infli& on 
Mulyzeden, whom tho" it was not myDeſtiny to 
obe, I could not but have a very tender Regard 
for. And ſure, never was a Soul ſo torn as 
mine. I ſaw the two Perfons, for whom TI had 
the greateſt Friendſhip, about to be reduced to 


the laſt degree of Miſery on my account; the 


otie becauſe I did not love him, and the other 
becauſe I was beloved : while I my ſelf vainly 
ſtruggled with the Violence of a Paſſion which 
I had then no more Hopes of being ſucceſsful in, 
than J had of being able to overcome it. Con- 
fus'd and wild, with theſe different Agitations, 
my Brain grew giddy, and Apprehenſion ſuch a 
Torment, that Tcou'd no longer bear it: I flew 
to Zatilda's Apartment, and found ſome Ae 
Eaſe in pouring out my Diſcontents on the 

ſom of that faithful Friend. She, who belged 
the Kindnefs ſhe ever had for me, thought her- 
ſelf ſo infinitely oblig'd to me, for the Promiſe 
I had made of reſigning my Right in Muhzeden 
to her, did all ſhe cou'd to give me Conſolation ; 
but tho' ſhe truly commiſerated my unhappy 
Stare, yet I cou'd eaſily perceive ſhe was not fo 
much diſſatisfied, as ſhe pretended, at the rela- 
tion I made her how much J was influene*d by 
the Charms of Abdomar. Nor indeed was it na- 
tural to believe ſhe ſhou'd, ſince this new Paſ- 


ſion was a more convincing Aſſurance that 1 


would never be the Wife of Mulyzeden, than all 
the Vows I had made. It afforded however 
but a very ſmall Portion of Contentment to ei- 
ther of us to know we were nor Rivals in the 
fame Aﬀections, ſince ſuch indiſſoluble Difficul- 
ties appeared to oppoſe both our Wiſhes, as left 
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us not the leaſt room to hope either would be 


» 


able to obtain them. 


FOR ſeveral Days, Zatilda, as we had agreed, 
ſtill keeping her Chamber, her Indiſpoſition was 
1 a tolerable Excuſe for my putting off the Nup- 
tials ; but the Phyſicians appointed to attend 
her, giving in their Verdict that ſhe was in rea- 
lity afflicted with no other Diſeaſe than Melan- 
choly, not only my Father, and Muhxeden, 
who, for difterent Reaſons, had all this while 
been ſufficiently impatient, but alſo the King 
began to exert his Authority, and told me that 
neither his Daughter's, nor my own ill Humour, 
ſhou'd any longer be a Pretence for affronting a 
Prince, whoſe Alliance was an Honour to all our 
Family. Judge what a Blow this was, — what 
a Cruſh to our Reſolutions! —— Zatilda, as 
ſoon as ſhe was informed of it, cry'd out, I 
am undone —— In ſpite of all you have pro- 
© miſed me, in ſpite of your own diſtant Incli- 
© nations, you will be fore d to be the Prince's 
* Wife*. I was no leſs diſtracted, for Death 
wou'd now have been leſs dreadful to me than 
Mulyxeden's Bed; yet by what Means I ſhould 
avoid it, without a plain Denial, and boldly 
daring the Rage of all thoſe who had the Power 
over me, I could not for the Soul of me imagine: 
But Paſſion, when it is violent like mine, is never 
unaccompany'd by Courage ; I reſolved rather to 
defy all Dangers, than yield to an Embrace 
which the Idea of was now grown odious, or 
make my. dear Zatilda wretched, by utterly de- 
priving her of even a Poſſibility of ever being 
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otherwiſe. We paſt our Hours for the moſt 
part together, not only becauſe to talk of our 
| | mutual 
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mutual Misfortunes was all the Conſolation that 
either of us enjoy'd, bur alſo becauſe I wou'd 
avoid the Preſence of Mulyzeden as much as poſ- 
ſible. Not but he ſometimes viſited her, but 
then he alwaysſent to deſire to know if he might 
have Permiſſion, and I took care to retire into 
another Room, and by that means eſcap'd the 
Perſecution it was to me to hear his Com- 
plaints. This I did ſo often, and he being told 
by ſome of the Attendants that I was there, 
tho he had not the liberty of ſeeing me, that 
one day he took an effectual Method to prevent 
me from concealing myſelf as I had done, with- 


out being guilty of a Rudeneſs unbecoming my 


Character. He ſent a Gentleman with his 
Duty to the two Princeſſes, who he knew were 
together, entreating the favour of them to con- 
tinue fo, and allow of his Preſence, having 
ſomething to communicate to them both. 
My Coulin and I look'd on one another while 
this Meſſage was delivering, with a good deal 
of Surprize ; but it being her place to anſwer, 


ſhe did in theſe Words: Let your Prince know, 


* ſaid ſhe, that I ſhpuld take it ill, if he ſhould 
have fo 1 an Opinion of my Judg- 
ment, as not to aſſure himſelf of Welcome 


© here, whenever he has a Leiſure Hour to af- 


ford us his Converſation—As for my Couſin, 
be is doubtleſs ſatisfy*d in her Inclinations— 
* Madam (interrupted 1, affecting a gay Air) if he 
is nor, I know of no Perſon on Earth ſo pro- 
per to complain to as yourſelf, who, on all 
* Occaſions, are ſo much his Friend. I ſpoke 
this, becauſe I knew that tho' he extremely 
reſpected her before, yet, ſince my deferring the 
Marriage, he had conceiv da ſecret Spite againſt 
her, as imagining, tho? for what reaſon he could 
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not dive into, ſhe had been the Cauſe. And 
then 3 my ſelf to the Perſon he had 
ſent, told him he might inform his Maſter, he 
had ſeen me with the Princeſs, where I deſign*d 
to remain ſome time, and ſhould be very well 
pleaſed if he would come and join Company 
with us; which he aſſuring us he would do, 


Immediately, withdrew. 


BOTH Zatilda and my ſelf were of Opinion, 


* 


that the Buſineſs he had to communicate was 


„1 0 


the Room. After the firſt Civilities were over, 
© Madam ! ſaid ſhe to me, I have Reaſon to be- 
© Hieve that Fortune having began her Perſecu- 


tions to me in your cruel Coldneſs, deſigns, to 


continue them in depriving me of every thing 
« © 0 — 5 a 6 £5-*4 1 
which cou'd afford me Conſolation. Abdumar, 
© thatFriend, whom next to the adorable Bellrai- 
© zia had the greateſt Share in my Heart, of late 


© avoids my Preſence, ſhuns my Careſles, and, 


* when I ask the Cauſe, replies not but with 
© Sighs. This Morning, preſſing with all the 
© Earneſtneſs of Friendſhip, to which I joyn'd 
© Commands, to know what had occaſion d this 
© ſo ſudden Change, after a thouſand Evaſions, 
© which he found were vain, he told me, r 

a C= 


© Accent which ſpoke at onceDeſpair, and Grief, 
© and Horror, his Life was mine, bur not his Se- 
© crets.” ] thought this Anſwer as far from Juſtice, 


as it was from Kindueſs, and let him know I 


had not been guilty of thoſe Reſerves to him; 
which, between Souls united as TI had believ'd 
our's, were treaſonable to the Laws of Friend- 
ſhip. Our Tempers, both too liable to Paſſion, 
a few hot Words enflam'd, and he departed 
from my Chamber. This Uſage, tho" it much 
troubles me, I cou'd forgive from Aldomar, but 
he it ſeems is not ſo reconcileable. About an 
Hour ſince he ſent a Letter by his Page, which 
pleaſe to judge his Meaning of. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he deliver'd me the Paper, which 


at his deſire I read aloud ; the Contents of it 


ſtruck me too deeply not to be fix'd in my Re- 
membrance, and were in this manner. 


To Prince Mo LY Zz BDE N. 


Y Preſence being no way ſerviceable to you 

in Barbary, aud the Repoſe of my future 

Life calling me with the utmoſt Expedition to Fez, 1 
humbly entreat your Permiſſion to return thither. I 
know better what is owing to my Duty, and the Obli- 
gaticns q have heaped upon me, than to oppoſe your 
Hail ; but hope the ſam? Goodneſs, to which J al- 
and ſo far engaged, will influence you not to 


command my Stay, fince my immediate Departure is 


abſolutely neceſſary to prevent me from being 
The moſt miſerable of your Slaves, 


 ABDOMAR. 
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THE Concern which this unexpected Shock 
gave me, and which it was impoſſible for me 
wholly to conceal, was not a little obliging to 


the unſuſpecting Mulyxeden, who imagin'd it 


ſprung only on his Account ; eſpecially when I 
told him, that I thought it the higheſt Piece of 


Ingratitude imaginable, and that he would be 


blam'd by the whole World for his too great 
Condeſcenſion, if he granted the Requeſt he 
made. © What, ſaid I, has he found ſo diſobli- 
* ging in the Court of Barbary that ſhould make 
© him impatient to remove from it? Or what En- 
© gagements can he have left behind him in Fez, 
equal to thoſe he has to his Prince, who has 
bought his utmoſt Services at aPrice ſo noble as 
* his Friendſhip ??* Zatilda join'd in all I ſaid on 
this Score; but Mulyxeden, who, in ſpite of his 
Reſentment, had the moſt tender Friendſhip 
for him imaginable, tho” he cou'd not but ap- 
prove of ourReaſons,cou'd not be influenced by 
them fo far as to force his Stay, if Perſuaſions 
wou'd not win him. After a long Converſation 
he told me, he had a Favour to entreat of me, 
the Grant of which wou'd infinitely oblige him, 
which having affur'd him I would, if in my 
power ; he inform'd me, that he believ'd it 
would not be improper if I ſeemed a little in- 
tereſted in this Affair, and took upon me to en- 
quire of Aldomar the Reaſons of his deſiring to 
leave us. Perhaps, ſaid he, his Complaiſance 
* for a Princeſs of your Accompliſhments may 
* influence him to reveal more than J have been 
able to draw from him'. You may believe I 
did not heſitate much to promiſe what he de- 
ſir d: I was not a little ſatisfy'd to have an 


Oppor- 


Opportunity of converſing ſo freely with Al- 


domar, and beginning to know _ what Jealouſy 
inflicts, fancying it cou'd be no other Reaſon 
than the Calls of Love, which made him re- 
gardleſs of every thing beſide, preſently flat- 


ter'd my ſelf with a ſecret Hope I ſhould be a- 


ble to diſcover ſomething by his Words or Ge- 
ſures which wou'd give me Colour for oppoſing 


his Return. — I granted the Requeſt which 


Mulyzeden made me with a Willingneſs which 
ſeem'd to baniſh part of his Chagrin, and tel- 


ling me he would ſend no Anſwer to Abdomar 
till J had firſt ſpoke ro him, took his leave with 
a Satisfaction much greater than I had ſeen in 
his Countenance ſince the Time of my firſt put- 
ting off the Marriage. But when his Abſence 
had given me an Opportunity, how did I in- 
dulge Deſpair and Jealouſy 2 How did I re- 
proach Zatilda for accuſing her ill Fate, ſince my 


own appear'd by ſuch infinite degrees more 


dreadful : tho*, as every one looks on their own 
Misfortunes through a magnifying Glaſs, ſhe- 
could not be brought to yield me the Pre-emi- 
nence. Good part of the Night was paſt in this 
kind of Converſation, and the remainder” in 
contemplating on the Intricacy of this Affair, 
which, indeed, from the Beginning, promis'd no- 
thing but Confuſion. For my part, it had been 
many Nights ſince I knew what it was to ſleep 
in Tranquillity, but having this added to my 
other Diſquiets, of loſing, in all Probability, for 
ever, the Sight of all I wiſh'd to look on, fill'd 
me with ſuch mortal Agonies, as the moſt ele- 
gant Deſcription of, wou'd make appear but 
mean in compariſon of what in reality they 
were. Tir'd with my uneaſy Bed, I roſe much 
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earlier taan was my Cuſtom, and becauſe I 
wou'd avoid the Morning Salutations which the 
Court thought it their Duty to pay me, and 
which, with all other Formalities of State, 
were now grown troubleſome, I went into the 
Palace Garden withour any Attendants, leaving 


Orders with them not to tell Prince Mulhzeden, 


my Father, or any other Perſon where I was. 
It was not a Time for the Walks to be frequen- 
ted, and I rambled up and down, without be- 
ing accoſted by any one, till growing a little 
weary, I-went into a Grotto which . order'd 
ſo as to have many little Apartments in it, which 


run winding one out of another like a Laby- 


rinth, and might contain ſeveral Companies 
without being known by each other to be there. 
F was ſcarce ſet down before I heard a murmur- 
ing: Sound of Voices, that feemed earneſt in 
Ditcourſe ; but whoſe they were, or what was 


the Subject of their Converſation, I was not a- 


ble to diſtinguiſh. Ir is impoſſible for: any one 


to be leſs inquiſitive into the Affairs of others 


than I am at all times, but eſpecially then, when 
F was fo much taken up, and perplex'd with my 
own. I fat for ſome Moments without ſo much 
as a Thought what they might be, till one of 
them raiſing his Voice ſomewhat higher chan he 
had done, I heard the Name of Abdomar repeat- 
ed. That Sound indeed was ſufficient to rouze 
me from a Lethargy, had I been in one: I left 
the Place I was in, and drawing nearer as ſoftly 
as I cou'd, ſoon found it was no other than he, 
whom Prince Mulyzeden had drawn thither on 
purpoſe to engage him to diſcloſe the Secret he 


had been ſo deſirous of knowing; for preſently 


J heard him ſpeak theſe Words: Say no more, 
3 * Abdomar, 


- 


o 
c 
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* Abdonar, ( ſaid he) ſay no more! I am now 
convinced that all the Friendſhip thou ever 
© pretendeſt to me, was but to flatter me. 
The Names of Prince, Patron, Friend, but 
Words of courſe, and had no other Meaning 
than to pleaſe me with the Sound.“ Sir, I 


* conjure you, do not rend my Soul, reply'd Ab- 


c 


c 
- 
% 
6 


o 


7 


domar, with ſuch unjuſt Suſpicions ; by Hea- 
ven by all that we * 85 above, or love below, 

© your Friendſhip is the only Pride, the only 
Joy, the only Hope, I have on Farth ; and 
when 1 forteit that, I muſt be curſt beyond 
my Enemy's extremeſt Malice. Why then, 

reſumed the Prince, doſt thou conceal this 
Secret from me? No, I never will beliere 
thou loveſt me till I obtain this Proof. 
© I know too well thy honeſt, generous Nature 
to imagine it can be oughr thou would'ſt be 
aſham'd to own ; but if 1 it were, to me thou 
mighteſt diſcloſe i It, Humanity is lia- 
* ble to Failings, and if ſome ſtealing Vice has 
unawares crept into thy unguarded Wiſhes, L 
„ ſhall not cenſure it with ſuch Severity as thou 
thy ſelf wouldſt do, having far more, and 


greater of my own*. — * Oh, Sir, forbear, 


'. cry*d the other, you are too God-like good — 


_ your wond'rous Condeſcenſion to an un wor- 


_ thy Slave makes me more hateful to my ſelf. — 
Believe it, my moſt honour'd Prince, the 
Crime you would diſcover, is of fo black a 
kind, you cou'd not know it without Deteſta- 
tion: This once favoured Aldomar by you 


and by all Mankind muſt be contemn'd, ab- 
* horr'd, and if there were a Puniſhment more 


© terrible. that, that wou'd be inflicted on me”. 


* Thy Words, interrupted Mulyzeden, amazing 
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© as they are, can never make me think thou 
* couldſt be guilty of a Crime I cou'd not par- 
don. Hadſt thou conſpir'd againſt my Life, 
* half this Penitence would more than waſh 
© the Stain But I will no farther preſs 
© thee, keep {till the Secret in thy burthen'd 
© Breaſt, but let me keep thee with me : Do 
© not leave me, and I will ask no more.? O 
* unjuſt Gods ! (cry d Abdomar, in a Voice that 
* teſtified the utmoſs Horror) why am I made 
* this Wretch ? Why doom'd to bear more 
© than a mortal Sufferance can ſuſtain ? 
Why am I forc'd, againſt my Inclinations 
to wrong ſuch Royal Goodneſs? 
© Strike, ſtrike me dead with your avenging 
* 'Thunders— Lightnings blaſt me—Earth open 
* wide, and ſwallow me at once. Snatch, 
* ſnatch me, Feinds, and bear me quick to Hell 
There's not a Devil there ſo damn'd as I — 
But hold, continued he, theſe Coward-like 
Complaints avail not to eraſe my foul Ingra- 
titude, my horrid Perjury. I have the 
Means myſelf to end my Tortures, and cha- 
* ſtiſe my Crimes. Thus, thus, my Prince, I 
© Will revenge you on your worſt of Foes”. 


WITH theſe Words, as I was afterwards 
inform'd, he drew a Dagger from his Side, and 
was about to plunge it in his Breaſt ; but Muly- 
zeden, who, by the Beginning of thoſe Excla- 
mations, gueſs'd they would not ceaſe without 
ſome Act of Deſperation, was quick enough to 
prevent him; and wreſting from him the fatal 
Weapon, ſpoke, in a low and melancholy Ac- 
cent, yet loud enough for me to underſtand 
what he faid, in this manner: It is enough, 

= * Abdomar, 


— 


a W & 
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Abdomar, it is enough, I need no more to make 
me gueſs at your Misfortune. — I am 
too well aſffur'd of your Honour to believe 
you would injure a Prince who loves you, by 
any Act in which your Mil had part. — No, 
no, the Crime which has occaſion'd this Deſpair, 
is an involuntary one.—— There are no Rules, 
* alas l to limit Love, and J muſt learn to be in- 
* ſenſible of Bellraix ia's Charms myſelf, before I 


R W W K 1 


© refuſe my Pity to another, who has felt their 


© Influence. Tho' I liſten'd with all the Atten- 
tion I was able, I cou'd not hear one Word af- 
rer this for the ſpace of ſeveral Minutes; and 
when I did, it was in ſuch broken Sentences, 
that had I not heard the beginning of their Con- 
verſation, I cou'd have form'd no poſitive Judg- 
ment to what the latter part of it tended, till 
Mulyxeden, who I found was about to leave 
him, ſpoke as he went out of the Grotto in this 
manner: Well, Abdomar, ſaid he, I ſhall no 
more diſturb you in the Enjoyment of a So- 
_* litude which you prefer to the Society of 
* a Prince who loves you; only remember this, 
that there is a mighty Difference between 
Crimes enforced by a compulfive Fate, and 
© thoſe which we are guilty of meerly thro” the 
* Obſtinacy of our own Will : 'The unhappy 
* Paſſion you lament, is not your Fault, but 


© your Misfortune ; but if you offer to lay vio- 


© lent Hands on your own Life, you not only 
anticipate the Decrees of Heaven, but injure 
me in the moſt tender part, by depriving me 
of a Subje& I eſteem the moſt capable of ſer- 
ving me, and commit a Sin unpardonable both 
* by the Gods and me*. By good luck for me, 
who ſhould have been ſtrangely confus'd, had ei- 
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tives it was my future Behaviour was owing, 1 


Io ATA or, 


ther the Prince or Abdomar known I had been 
Witneſs of this Diſcourſe ; the former went 
from the Grotto through another Paſſage, which 
led to a lower Garden, leaving that I was in in- 


tirely free for me to retire, which I did, with all 


the expedition I could, fearing leſt Abdomar, 
who I found ſtill continued where he was, 
ſhould come out haſtily and diſcover me: I 
walk'd a turn or two in a fine green Alley ad- 
joining to it, ruminating on what had paſt. — 
J cannot but ſay, it was with an Infinity of 
Tranſport that I was eas'd of thoſe Rackings of 
Jealouty which I had endured ſince I heard of 
his Impatience to return to Fez, and that, ſo 
contrary to my Hopes and Expectations, he felt 
the ſame tumultuous Emotions which Deſire 
creates, as had invaded me from the firſt mo- 
ment Mul x eden brought him to my Preſence : 
but then the Goodneſs, the Generoſity of that 
unhappy Prince, injur'd by thoſe in whom he 
molt confided, reproached me with Ingratitude 
and Falſhood : The Senſe of his Sufferings ſo 
truly rouched me, that methought I could have 
done a Violence to my ou Paſſion to have made 
him happy. — But then my Friendſhip to Za- 
tilda, or I fancy'd it was that (becauſe I was a- 
Mamed to own even to myſelf that Love had ſo 
far influenc'd me) which check'd the Growth of 
ſuch an Inclination before I ſcarce could feel it 
riſing in me. But to which of theſe two Mo- 


will leave /da/ia to the Liberty of judging. 


J had not long indulg'd my Meditations, be- 
fore I ſaw cloſe by me the Perſon who took up 
the greateſt part of them: The half-diſtrated 
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Abdomar, with Head declin'd, and folded Arms, 
had left the Grotto, and was coming down the 


Walk in which I was ; the Confuſion of both 


our Thoughts had prevented us from ſeeing one 


another till we were very near. The Start he 


gave at diſcovering me, ſufficiently aſſured me he 


met me not with defign, as did his offering, af- 
ter he had made me a low. Bow, to turn away 
into another Walk: But my Love inſpir'd me 
at that time with a Boldneſs which I have a 
thouſand times ſince wondered at; and preſent- 
ly remembring\the Requeſt Mulyzeden had made 
me the Day before, reſolved to make that my 
Excuſe for entertaining the Man, for a Moment 
of whoſe Converſation I could almoſt have ha- 
zarded my Life: And calling after him My 
Lord, ſaid J, you do very wiſely in ſhunning 


© the Preſence of a Princeſs you are about ſo 
l * highly to diſoblige. © How ! Madam (cryd 


© the ſurpriz'd Abdomar, endeavouring as much as 


© poſſe ble to throw off his Chagrin) were there a 
Poſſibility of my being guilty of a Crime like 
that, I ſhould deſerve far worſe than is in 
the power of a Goodneſs ſo divine as yours 


to inflict but ſince you have tax'd me with 


Iyzeden has not wrong'd you in his Report, 


9 


return to Fez.“ 


to admire, that if there were a perfect Hea- 


V 


1 Misfortune, that J am oblig'd by an 4 
42 * dif- 


it, permit me to entreat the Cauſe.” The 
Cauſe is plain (reſum d I, counterfeiting a Gayety 
which was far from my Humour) if Prince Mu- 


you grow dag of us, and are impatient to 
© The ſhort time I have been i 
here (reply*d he, ge has ſhown me ſo much 


ven to be found on Earth, it is in the Court 
of Barbary I ſhould ſeek it; and 'tis ſo much 
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* diſpenſible Neceſſity to leave it, that I much 
doubt it never will be in my power to eraſe 
© the Melancholy it occaſions. Did you in 
reality think ( ſaid IJ) what your Complaiſance 
© obliges you to ſay, no Conſiderations would 
© be of force to. take you from a Prince who 
© cannot be happy when you are not with him.” 


Abdomar did not immediately make any Anſwer 


to theſe Words; and I, who ſtrictly obſerv'd 
all his Motions, perceiv'd this Pauſe was occa- 
fioned by the Suppreſſion of ſome Sighs which, 
endeavouring to vent themſelves, had well nigh 
ſuffocated him; but having at laſt got the Vic- 
tory over them, I am ſo little capable of bein 

© ſerviceable to my Prince, Madam |! ( ſaid he 

© on any Score, that without being guilty of an 
© Injuſtice to himſelf, he cannot regret my Ab- 
ſence tho if it were otherwiſe, he will ſoon 
© be put in poſſeſſion of a Bleſſing which will 
© leave no room for any ſecond Wiſh : Whate'er 
* this World can boaſt, cannot be worth one 
Thought from him, who has all Heaven in the 


Divine Belraizia !* But till that Day, at 


© leaſt (anſwer d I, ſmiling) you ought not to 


* forſake him, and who can tell how long 
© a Space of 'Time may be between this Inſtanr 
© now, and that? You look with Wonder in 
© your Countenance (continu d I, perceiving him 
ſurprix d;) but knowing you lo ſtrictly de- 
© voted to your Prince, I long have wiſh'd to 
© diſcourſe you on this Theme, and ſhould be 
© more oblig'd than Words can thank you for, 
* would you endeavour to divert his 'Thoughts 
© from one who cannot love him, nor but with 
Horror unconceivable can ever yield to be 
his Wife. Not love him, Madam! 


25 i (in- 
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© (interrupted he) Grant Heaven my Ears de- 
© ceive me! not love a Prince who has all 
the Perfe&ions that Man can boaſt—a Prince 
© who dies for you, and to whom you have 
given ſo many Aſſurances you would reward 
© his Paſſion ??* — * "Twas by my Father's 


© and the King's Commands (reſum d Y for 


© know, my Heart had never part in what I 


* ſaid, nor ſhall their Power oblige me longer 


© to diſguiſe the Truth; I cannot love, and 
© therefore will not conſent to— * Hold, Prin- 
© cels! (cry d the generous Abdomar, tranſported 
© with Grief and Amazement) I conjure you by 
© the Gods recall that raſh Reſolve, which elſe 
too late Conſideration will enforce you to re- 
ent : 
x a be found a Worth like Mulyzeden's ? 
© 'The ſtricteſt Honour, Juſtice, Truth, and 
© Goodneſs are the Ingredients of his Godlike 
© Soul! Then for his Form, O Princeſs ! is it 
not noble ? What a manly Majeſty dwells 
in his Air? What Sweetneſs in his Smiles? 
And with all this, a Love ſo true, ſo perfect, 
and ſo pure, that which the Bleſt above re- 
* gard each other with, is ſcarce ſo free from 
Taint.“ Had I not been Witneſs of the Con- 
verſation which had lately paſt between him 
and Mulyzeden, I ſhould not have been ſur- 
prized to hear him plead in this manner ; but 
knowing him his Rival, the Generoſity of his 
Soul fill'd me with a Wonder equal to my Love; 
and I muſt confeſs, tho' it was before at the 
greateſt Height I then believed it could arrive, 
I felt from this Moment an Addition: But re- 
ſolved to try him farther yet, © I own the Me- 
* rits of Prince Mulyzeden (ſaid I coldly ;) = 
| N 


Where in the Race of Man can 
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if you have ever been acquainted with that 
Paſſion, you well know that it is not without 
reaſon that the God of it is painted blind.” 
Ah! Madam (interrupted he) can you confeſs 
the leaſt Knowledge what it is to love, yet 
ſeem inſenſible of it for Malyzeden's Charms ? 
But thus (continu d he with an Accent which ex- 
preſs'd the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, and falling on his 
Knees) thus, molt adorable Bellraizia ! let me 
entreat you to conſider well, e'er you reſolve 
to make my Prince unhappy think what 
a Breach of Honour and of Juſtice it would 
be to throw him from thoſe high-rais'd Hopes 
to which your Promiſes have exalted him 
think he cannot out-live the cruel Certainty 
of your Unkindneſs, and if not Love, let Pity 
move you never to let this fatal Knowledge 


La) 


reach his Ear for me, not all the Tor- 
tures which the Damned endure ſhould force 
me to reveal it. Nor nor needſt 


thou, Traitor! (cryd a Voice behind me) my 
Eyes and Ears have but too well inform'd 
* themſelves, and urge me thus to Vengeance.” 
With the hearing theſe Words, I ſaw the Per- 
ſon who ſpoke them was no other than Prince 
Mulyzeden, who, returning to the Palace, had 
been Witneſs of the Poſture Aldomar was in; 
and drawing nearer as faſt as he could, heard his 
laſt Words, which unhappily miſconſtruing, 


FFC ͤ ᷣ—e22?ß2ß̃/ðᷣꝓ pp 


tranſported him ſo far as to make him draw his 


Sword, before the other had time to put 
himſelf in any Poſture of Defence, had he de- 
ſign'd it: but he attempted it not, and making 
bare his Breaſt when the Prince run fiercely at 
him, had certainly bury'd the Weapon in his 
Heart, had J. not interpos'd. Frighted and 


con- 
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confus'd as I was, I ſent forth a Shriek which 
might have reached a much greater Diſtance, 
than it was to the Centinels which were placed: 
at the Garden Gates; and ſtepping between 
them Check this raſh Sally of an ungo- 
vern'd and a cauſeleſs Fury (a&y'd I to the: 
© Prince) or thro Belraizia give the Wound. 
© You doawell, Madam, anſwer?d he, to defend 
the Man who has declar'd a Paſſion: for you, 
I wiſh you had that Charity for all who love 
you.“ Your Words (reſum'd I) are too 
myſterious for me to comprehend the meaning 
of, and all I can gather either from them, or 
your Behaviour, is to me affrontive, and 
to your Friend 1njurious.* By this time, 
there was a Crowd of Courtiers and Soldiers 
about us, and my Father, who happen'd to be 
juſt entring the Garden when I call'd out, 
came up among the reſt : He had heard what 
I faid to the Prince, and caſting a furious Look 
at me, was about to ſpeak, when Mulyzeden 
prevented him, by ſaying, * Sir, I deſire you, 


A A, Aa aA A A 


* whoſe Authority can juſtify the Act, as the 


Story I have to tell you will my Accuſation, 
to order that Traytor (pointing to-Abdomar) 


into cloſe Confinement, till a worſe Puniſh- 


ment is inflited on him.” My Father immedi- 
ately making a Sign to ſome of the Guard, they 
took him away, which he ſubmitted to with 


all the Reſignation imaginable. I durſt not ut- 
ter the leaſt word of that Indignation my Soul 
ws full of to Mulyxeden, becauſe of my Fa- 
ther's Preſence ; but he walking away with the 
Prince, who was impatient to disburthen his- 
Boſom of the Anguiſh he was poſſeſs'd of, I 
went to Zatilda's Apartment to communicate 


ro 


— 
1 n 
2 Re. 


FF 5s rae RR 
Ne ROOTS 8 


> n 1 Nr N 5 1 wt 6 * * 25 * PY 4 g 
woo . e Nee c is Ld  5Y 
rat! 5 I — hd Hs 5 us L pe SY 3G 4 r 
Rc a er is at . Ab 3, 8 


— wits 3 * 2 2.5 
A — — . a — — * 0 * * 
8 PRA ar — —— yo 
< 2 e N * ot ad, * 1 1 
> 1 — 2 * 
IG 27" r Ib, 
* r 13 — SO ae * 
a 


d * 
4 _—_ 
1 
* A 
{ » 
=_ 
79 4 
- 8 \ 
4 
* 
_— 
- a2) * 
5 Io : 
. 1 
9 2 
933 
> Bo 
1 4 1 
_— 
4 7 7 
3 
; * = 
: | = 
1 
$ £0. 
* ? 7 
- , 25 5 
* =, 
*;z 8 85 
»: | 
+ 
=. 3 
» 5. I 
—_ 
” N 
119 EET 
I 3 3 2J _—_— 
_ 
1 
1 
1 
: Saget. 
. | RS 
Fo: 
- 1 1 * 
* $ * — 
=: 7 == 
a A. N 
a7 * 
* 3 44% 
ny 
It ” > 
'  _—_ 
- = y 7 
a 
1 
_ Oo 
_ 
' | RE 
23088 2 
, 4344 
- 1 
1 

1 E 7 . 

{8 3 

| e 

2 Dy 

PAY ö 

1 

r g 

1 pe 
i 

0 : -£ 

= * =} 

b =_ 

43; * = 

: . 

+ 1 _= 

$54 21 

74 19 $25 

r 

_—T 

i * 
O'S 
* 5 
. 
e 5 
1% 
{ WH. 
i 8 
1 Lv 
7 2 ˙8 « FI 
e 
„ 
. = 
; = 
14 7 
$73 F 
: FF 
_——_ 
ws 

: 8% 
1 

_— 

l 3 
'S 22 
LI +1 : 

+ TX 19 
x "= 
* 1 - © "wh 
19 oy 
4 a *; 
1 
« < bo - 
2 
7 
[eh 
fp 
oY 
> 


* = 
. oY, 


to her this Adventure, and ask her (IM 
which way I ſhould proceed : bur I had ſcarce 
time to recount it to her, before I receiv'd a 
Meſſage from the King to retire to my own ſide, 
and not to ſtir from thence without Permiſ- 
ſion. Both the Princeſs and myſelf were ex- 


tremely ſtartled at this unexpected Miſſion; but 
the Perſon who brought it not leaving the 
Chamber till I went with him, neither of us 
had opportunity to expreſs what we thought. 


AFTER I was conducted to my Apart- 
ment, I found it was my Prifon ; the Perſons 
who waited on me were order'd_ to admit no 
Perſons without a particular Licence, nor de- 
liver any Letter or Meſſage for me without 
other Orders than my own. Incens'd to the 
greateſt Vehemence my "Temper could be rais*d 
to, at hearing this Command, I entreated to fee 
my Father ; but was told his Rage againſt me 
was too violent to permit me to come into his 
Preſence, till he could bear it with more Calm- 


neſs. 


As the charming Bellraix ia was in this part 
of her Story, ſhe was interrupted by the ſud- 
den riſing of a Storm, which expreſt the utmoſt 
Fury of the warring Elements; at firſt with 
diſtant Roar the whiſtling Winds but threatned 
Danger, but ſoon the dreadful Noiſe came near- 
er, from every quarter of the angry Heavens 
the Tempeſt ſeem'd to blow, and demanded the 
Pilot's urmoſt Skill and Care. But ſoon there 
was no uſe of either; the horrible Hurricane 
baffled the Sailors Art, and thoſe who were 


adventurous enough to aim at {ſtemming it, paid 
dear- 
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dearly for their vain Attempt. — At length, 
Maſts, Cables, Rudder, all that could be defen- 
five, being loſt, the Ship was toſt about at pleas 
ſure of the mounting Waves, which ſometimes 
bore it almoſt to the Skies, and ſometimes daſh'd 
it down ſo low, that thoſe that were aboard 
had little Hope of Riſing. A vaſt Variety 
of Horror might here be ſeen and heard, num- 
bers of diſtracted Wretches unfit either to hve 
or die ; but, frighted at the Apprehenfions of 
Death's near Approach, ran up and down con- 


fus'd, ſome curling, ſome crying No 
Calm appear d but in the Faces of Aldomar, and 


his Bellraix in, and they appeared undaunted but 
for each other's Fate, and ſeem'd to comfort 
| themſelves, that ſince they mult die, they ſhould 
die together. As for [dalia, not all the Misfor- 


tunes ſhe had endur'd, or the little probability 


there was that Lite ſhould afford her any great 


portion of Felicity, could enable her to ſupport 


the Terror of this dreadful Hour; for it was 
not much more from the beginning of the Storm 


to the Time in which the Ship, bulging againſt 


a Rock, was daſh'd to pieces. Moſt of the Ma- 


riners, as expert as they were in ſwimming, pe- 
riſh'd in this watry Deſolation; but Malia, re- 
ſerv'd to know more, and greater Ills than yet 


ſhe had endur'd, was miraculouſly preſerv'd : 


In her Fright ſhe had catch'd faſt hold of one 


of the Beams which ribb'd the ſide of the Ship, 


which being in the dreadful Crack torn off, ſhe 


clinging round it, was plung'd at once among 
the Waves. Who that had been Witneſs of 


this Scene would ever have believed they ſhould ' 
have ſeen heralive on ſhore? Yer ir fo pleas d 


Pro- 
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Providence, that the Storm, as tho? it had done 
the Work it was rais'd for, ceas'd immediately 
after, and the Piece of Timber lightly floating 
bore her to the Wreck of another Ship, which, 
like that ſhe had been in, had ſuffer'd.— The 
broken Carcaſs lay toſſing up and down, and 
ſtopp'd her further Progreſs. They were fo 
near; the Shore, that ſome People (as *tis com- 
mon for thoſe who live by the Sea- ſide) coming 
out in Boats either to enrich themſelves by the 
Ruins of thoſe who have periſhed, or to afford 
their Help-to thoſe who are' in a condition of 
receiving it, ſpy'd afar off with wonder this 
little Log, which they diſcern'd bore ſomething 
living on it, and made up to it with all the ſpeed 
their Oars enabled them: They arrived juſt 
Time enough to prevent 1dalia and her Sup- 

ter from ſinking, as elſe they muſt inevita- 


| bly have done, ſuck'd into the Whirlpool which 


that unwieldy Wreck had made, and it was 


with all the difficulty in the world, and danger 


to themſelves, that they ſaved her. She was 
more dead than alive when they got her into the 
Boat ; but rowing back again as ſoon as they 
could, one of the Men, who happened to be of 
a charitable and compaſſionate Diſpoſition, car- 
ry'd her in his Arms to a little Cottage he had 
juſt by the Sea- ſide.— He had a Wife, 
whoſe Humanity and Goodneſs was much be- 


yond what could be expected from People of 


their Station: She undreſs'd her, laid her on a 
Bed, and usd the utmoſt of her Endeavours to 


bring her to herſelf, which at length ſhe was 
ſucceſsful in; and Idalia lifting up her Eves, be- 


gah to enquire Where ſhe was, and what had 
| 4 hap- 
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happened; for ſhe was capable of remembring 'Y 
nothing, ſince that dreadful Burſt which tore 1 
her from her Company: which when ſhe had 9 


been informed of, and that in all probability 
there was not a Perſon ſav'd but herſelf, ſhe 
was in the greateſt Concern imaginable for the I 
unhappy Fate of Abdomar and Bellraixia. | 


SHE continued ſome Days too weak to tra- 
vel, and after ſhe was in a Condition, cou'd 
not reſolve in what manner. Her Beauty had 
led her into ſo many Dangers, that ſhe re- 
ſolved for the future to diſguiſe her Sex till 
ſhe ſhould arrive at a Place of Safety; and per- 
ſiſting in her Deſign of going to Naples, thought 
her beſt way would be through Rome, being now 
not above 30 Miles from thence. She had a 
String of Diamonds in her Hair the Day ſhe 
lefr her Father's Houſe, and on her putting on 
the Habit of a Country Girl to eſcape from the 
Houſe where the unknown Perſon had placed 
her, ſhe had tyed it round her Arm under her 
Sleeve; this ſhe gave to her good old Hoſt to 
ſell, knowing it would be ſufficient to pay him 
for his Trouble, and defray the Expences of 
her Journey. e 1 7 
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TH E poor Fellow honeſtly diſcharg'd the 
Truſt repoſed in him, and brought her 700 
Crowns, ſome part of which ſhe diſpos'd of, 
in making him and his Wife a grateful Retribu- 
tion for their Kindneſs, and ſome of it ſhe laid 

out in turniſhing herſelf with Men's Clothes; 
the reſt ſhe kept to ſupply her in her Travels. But 
what befel her in them, and the Continuance of 
the Adventures of Abdomar and Beliraizia (who 
Parr II. E | g had 
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had not periſhed as ſhe imagined) muſt be left 


for the next Part; which ſhall be the laſt, 


anderer. 
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5 O W little are thoſe bleſt with a 
ral paternal Protection, able to compre- 
hend the thouſand Dangers which 
attend a wandring and unguarded 
State of Life! The unhappy 1dalia, 
accompany'd by that honeſt, good-natur'd poor 
Fellow, who had preſerv'd her from the Sea, had 
gone above half her Journey to Rome without 
meeting any Oppoſition ; but happening to o- 
vertake three Gentlemen, who falling into Diſ- 
courſe with her on the Road, had told her, they 
| 2 were 


68 IDAL1A: or, 


were travelling that way, ſhe diſcharg'd her 
Guide, as believing ſne ſnou'd have no further 
need of him. Her Men's Clothes, which ſhe 
became exceeding well, ſhe: thought was Secu- 
rity enough from any of thoſe Inſults ſhe had of 
late been ſo terrify'd with, and the Company of 
theſe Gentlemen from the Danger of loſing her 
way, or any other Inconvenience. But, alas 
as much as ſhe imagin'd ſhe knew of the World, 
and as great a Variety of Adventures as ſhe had 
2 through, ſhe was now entring into a Miſ- 
ortune ſhe had not the leaſt Notion of: She 
had not parted from her Conducter above a quar- 
ter of an Hour, before her new Companions be- 
gan to ask her, what her Buſineſs was at Rome, 
how far ſhe had travell'd, the Names of her 
Parents, and a thouſand other impertinent Que- 
ſtions, which ſhe was not a little puzzled in 
what manner to anſwer : but ſhe thought there 
Was no great occaſion for diſguiſing the Story 
of her Shipwreck; therefore gave them a brief 
account of that, and as to the reſt of their En- 
quiries, only told them, that her Deſign was 
for Naples, but having ſuffered ſo much by the 
Uncertainty of the Weather, ſhe choſe rather to 
take ſo long a Journey by Land, than truſt any 
more to 'the Mercy of the Sea. 'They did not 
ſeem ſatisfy'd with this Reply, but preſs'd her 
very much to let them know to what Study ſhe. 
had been bred.  * You appear, faid one of them, 
© to be a very pretty Youth ; I cannot think you 
* areof Quality, becauſe you are without anEqui- 
© page, therefore muſt imagine your Education 
© has been either for the Gown, or the Army.“ 
Doubtleſs it is ſo, added the other, and you 
© have no Reaſon to conceal the Truth of your 


Affairs 
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Affairs from us, who probably may be of Ser- 
vice to you.“ Aye, reſumed he that ſpoke firſt, 

that we may, provided he has but Reſolution. 
Hark-ye, continued he, looking on Idalia, can 
you handle Arms? —— Have you ever learnt 
* to fence ?' Interrogatories like theſe took 
from her all Capacity of anſwering ! ſhe grew 
both terrified and amazed, tho” ſhe knew not 
the Cauſe, till one of them, who ſeem'd to be 


W W M aA & © 


the fierceſt, gave her to underſtand they were of 


thoſe who were call'd the Banditti, and that if 
ſhe would conſent to liſt herſelf among them, 
ſhe would never want for any thing. At this In- 
formation it was as much as ſhe could do to keep 
. herſelf from fainting away; but ſummoning all 
the little Spirit ſhe had left, at laſt ſhe had Cou- 
rage to tell them, ſhe had neither need, nor was 
fit for any ſuch Employ : bur thar ſhe thank'd 


them for their kind Intentions, and endeavour'd - 
to make her Refuſal as civil as ſhe could, fear- 


ing, and not without Reaſon, that Men, who 
liv'd as they did, were not of a Humour to en- 
dure Plain- dealing. But all ſhe could ſay, palli- 
ated not the Bitterneſs of her firſt Words, ſo 
much as to engage them to forgive the Con- 
tempt with which they found themſelves treat- 
ed, and one of them looking on his Fellow, pre- 
ſently cry'd, * Damn the little ſaucy Raſcal, 
let us ſtick him againſt a Tree. — No, 
* reply'd the other, who ſeem'd ſomething more piti- 
* ful, let the fooliſh Boy live to repent his re- 
* fuling ſo good an Offer, *cis nor worth our 
Trouble to kill him. Well then, ſaid the 
* firſt, we'll ſee what a Stock of Money he has 
that makes him ſo proud, and ſince*he thinks 
* himſelf above ſoci eting with us, he thall help 
ng” E 3 I 


70 "IDALIA: or, 
© to ſupport us without his Company.* * Aye, 
© aye, rejoin d the other, with all my heart”. 


POOR Halia was too much frighted all this 
while to be able to utter one Word more, tho” 
by it ſhe had been ſure to ſave both her Life, 
and that which was now almoſt as precious to 
her, that little Money which had been rais'd on 
the laſt thing ſhe had of Value in the World; 
bur ſuffered herſelf to be ſtript of it without 
either entreating, or complaining. - After they 
had ranſack d her Pockets, they contented them- 
ſelves with what they found there, and killing the 
Beaſt ſne rode on (to prevent her making any 
purſuit after them, in caſe any Perſons ſhould 
chance to come that way, and join with her in 
it) left her to get to Rome as ſhe cou'd. 


n 
So —— — n 4 A * ” 
— * — — — A 2 


II was fome time before the Terror this 
Accident had put her in, gave her leave even to 
refle& on the Misfortune that was befallen her ; 
but when ſhe did, ſcarce any thing could ſeem 
more dreadful to her. Had they not deſtroy'd 
her Horſe, ſhe might have hoped either to have 
found her way to Rome, or ſome other 'Town, 
from which ſhe might have writ to Venice for a 
Supply ; but to travel on foot, was little agree- 
ble to the Weakneſs and Delicacy of her Sex and 
Conſtitution: beſides, to be entirely deſtitute of 
Money in a Place ſo altogether unknown, was 
what might have ſhock'd a Courage infinitely 
exceeding her's. She vented ſome part of the 
Anguiſh of her Soul in Tears, but they unavail- 
ing to help her forward in her Journey, and the 
Neceſlity there was of proſecuting it, ſhe at 
length roſe from the Ground ſhe had been fit- 
7 p WD ting 
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ting on, and began her weary Pilgrimage ; the 
Thoughts of which, and the little Probability 
there was ſhe ſhould ever be able to go through 


it, rendred her yet more uncapable. She went 


on in a low pace, yet too faſt for her to conti- 
nue long, and her Strength and Spirits failing, a 
thouſand tormenting Conſiderations all at once 
aſſaulting her, Deſpair, which the natural 
Chearfulneſs of her Dip adttzen had ſo often re- 
pell'd, now ſeiz' d on her whole Soul; ſhe yield- 
ed to the black Idea of her Woe, and thinking 
it vain to ſtruggle any more againſt the o er- 
powering Tide of ſtrong Affliction, ſuffered her- 
ſelf to be borne away with it, and for ſome mo- 
ments loſt the Pain of Thought. —— She was 
ſtretch'd at her Length in a kind of Slumber, 
or rather Fit, by the {ide of a little Stream which 
ran through a Meadow in fight of the great 
Road: Her Hat, when ſhe lay down, had fal- 
len off her Head, and her delicate Hair was 
blown by the Wind to and fro, now ſhading, 
now diſcloſing all her lovely Face to the Sun's 
burning View; who, if capable of thoſe Deſires 
which Poets have deſcribed him with, muſt have 
| forſaken his Car, and ſtoop'd to be more bleſt 

than Daphne, had ſhe been kind, cou'd e er have 
made him. : : 


I T was in this Love and Pity-moving Po» 
ſture ſhe was 8 a Lady, who paſ- 
ſing by in her Chariot had ſeen ſomething lie 
at that diſtance, and had Curioſity enough to 
alight and walk to the Place where ſhe was 
But when ſhe beheld the Features of the beau- 
tiful 1dalia, which neither the Fatigue, nor 


Fright, nor Grief ſhe had endur'd could render 


"BE 4 un- 
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unlovely, ſhe began to feel a trembling at her 
Heart,which ſhe was too well acquainted with, 
not to comprehend: bur not being of a Humour 
to conſtrain her Inclinations, indulg'd the grow- 
ing Flame by gazing on, till the ſeeming Cheva- 
Her beginning a little to recover, looking up 
with Aſtoniſhment to ſee a Lady of a mot 
dazling Appearance, and attended by a number 
of Servants in a Place where but a Moment be- 
fore (as ſhe imagin'd) ſhe had been alone, and 
without Hope of meeting any body, had ſuch 
an additionalCharm to what her ſleepingGraces 
wore, that the already enflamed Lady, taking her 
for what her Dreſs beſpoke her, was now halt 
mad with wild Defires ; but endeavouring to 
_ conceal her Sentiments from the Obſervation of 
her Servants, ſhe turned to them, and being of 
a ready Invention, preſently told them, that 
Jovely Youth was one of her near Relations, and 
ſhe ſuppoſed by ſome Villany had been betray'd, 
and left there in that manner. Idalia was e- 
nough come to herſelf to hear what ſhe ſaid, 
but had not Preſence of Mind at that Juncture 
to determine how ſhe ſhould behave : at firſt 
ſe thought of diſcovering her Sex, believing it 
might be an Inducement to one of the ſame to 
afford her ſome Relief ; but her ſpeaking in that 
manner to her Attendants, prevented her, and 
The remained filent, as not being able to gueſs 
What twas ſhe meant, till the Lady asking her 
how ſhe came to be alone, and in a Diſorder 
which was viſible in her Face, ſhe told her ſhe 
had been in the hands of Robbers, who had 
left her nothing but her Life. Thank Heaven 
* for that, ſaid the enamoured Lady, all other Miſ- 
- fortunes may be redeem'd, and ſince I know 
f © you 
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* you are a great way from your own home, be 
pleas d ro accept of mine for ſome time ; my 
© Flouſe is not above three Miles diſtant from 
© hence : I have a Chariot waits, and you ſhall 
* go with me to take that Repoſe which the 
Condition I find you in ſeems to require.“ Aa- 
lia had not the power of CY her any o- 
therwiſe than with a low Bow, ſo much had 
one Surprize on the back of another depriv'd 
her of her wonted Readineſs of Apprehenſion: 
but thinking whatever Deſign this unknown La- 
dy had, either in the Civilities ſne ſnew'd her, 
or the Tale ſhe had invented of her being a Re- 
lation, it cou'd not be any thing to her Preju- 
dice, or if it were, it was {till ſhifting theScene 
of Vexation, which to the Wretched is ſome 
Eaſe ; ſhe gave her Hand, and ſuffer'd her to 
lead her to the Chariot, where as ſoon as they 
were ſeated, *© I perceive, ſaid the Lady, that 
© you are ſurpriz'd at what I told my Servants ; 
© but it was a Stratagem which my Prudence 
* inſpir'd me with : My Pity to ſee a Perſon of 
* yourAppearance in ſo dejected a Poſture, firſt 
led me to a Reſolution ro remedy your Miſ- 
* fortunes, if it be in my power; and the Re- 
gard every Woman ought to have for her Re- 
putation, join'd to the common Safety of us 
both, to make you paſs as a Relation, leſt at 
the Return of my Husband, who is now ab- 
ſent, and will be for ſome Days, my Behaviour 
ſhould be reported to him in a different man- 
ner from what I would have it. ——There is, 
continued ſhe, a curſt Neceſſity in Wedlock, 
which obliges one ſometimes to diſguiſe the 
Truth, and for that reaſon Fools ſhould never 
 warry.” Theſe Words, and the Air which ae- 
nia | company'd. 
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company'd them, made the pretended Chevalier 
ueſs to what Motive ſhe was indebted for this 
unexpected Relief, and in ſpite of the various 
Diſquiets which poſſeſt her, cou'd ſcarce forbear 
ſmiling to herſelf at the Oddneſs of ſuch an 
Adventure ; but thinking it cou'd not be to her 
| detriment to humour the Caprice, and having 
too well been acquainted with what Men ſay 
on thoſe Occaſions, anſwered her in 'Terms 
which were infinitely obliging to her. Donna 
Antonia (tor that was the Name of this Lady) 
already-began to flatter herſelf with a Belief ſhe 
was ſecure of the Heart of this young Charmer, 
and free from all thoſe Fears which generally are 
the Companions of Love, talk'd all the way 
with as much Familiarity as tho* their Acquain- 
tance had bore the Date of as many Years, as it 
didof Minutes: but defiring to be inform'd of the 
Name and Quality of her Lover, our little Hero 
preſently told her, that tho' there were ſomeRea- 
ſons which oblig'd him to conceal himſelf ; yer 
that he ſhould make no Scruple of letting her 
know both who he was, and why he had left 
the Place of his Birth : And then related a long 
Account, which ſhe form'd in the ſpeaking, 
that ſhe was born at Verona of one of the moſt 
noble Families in the Place ; but, having the 
Misfortune to kill in a Duel a Son of one of the 
Magiſtrates, was oblig'd to fly till the Affair 
cou'd be made up. * This, Madam, ſaid the 
© counterfeit Don, is my Hiſtory, nor have I any 
© thing farther to inform you of, than that in 
my Way to Rome I met ſome of the Banditti, 
© who have plundered me of all the ready Mo- 
D ney, Jewels, and Bills I had about me, leaving 
me in the Condition in which your Compaſſion 


* found 


on” 
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* to yourCare, but a Heart entirely tree from all 
© Engagements except thoſe which theInfluence 
© of your Charms has made. In fille, the little 
Gallant addreſs'd in a Faſhion ſo agreeable to 
the Sex ſhe imitated, that it was no, wonder 
Donna Antonia was both deceived and charmed 
with it. When they came to the end of their 
Journey, they alighted at the Gate of a magni» 
ficent Dwelling, which being open'd, our young 
Adventurer was conducted in with all imagina- 


ble Ceremony 3 a fine Collation was ae 


ſet forth, where the richeſt Wines, choi 
Fruits, and extravagant Kindneſs of the fair In- 
viter, ſtrove which moſt ſhould pleaſe the belo- 
ved Gueſt: But, alas | whatever Smiles her 
Face might be conſtrain d to wear, her Heart 
felt little Satisfaction in all the Splendor ſhe ſaw 
about her, and the Welcome ſhe found. She 
long'd with the utmoſt Impatience to be alon 
and at liberty to indulge a Melancholy ſhe had 
but too juſt a Cauſe for ; and pretending to be 
ſt ill out of order with the late Fatigue, entreat- 
ed ſhe might retire. Antonia willing to oblige 
her Favourite in all things, deny'd herſelf the 
Pleaſure of his Converſation - to allow him 
that of his Repoſe, and ordered him to. be 
erg to a Chamber, one of the nobleſt in the 
; E. : 


 IDALIA had been ſo much accuſtomed to 
the Viciſſitudes of Fortune, that ſhe was leſs a- 
ſomiſh'd at this, than probably another would 
have been : but it ſerv'd very much to encreaſe 
the Perplexities ſhe was in. She knew not whe- 
ther to conſider it as a good or ill Chance: To 
N be 


found me, without any thing to recommend me 
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be relieved from the fear of periſhing in ſo mi- 
ſerable a manner as that of Want, ſhe cou'd not 
but acknowledge as a peculiar Mark of the 
Care of an all-ſeeing Providence ; but then the 
Paſſion, which the Miſtake of her Sex had in- 
ſpired in the Perſon ordain'd to be her Deliverer, 

ſhe thought an Omen of ſomething fatal to her, 
tho* ſhe cou'd by no means form any Con je- 
cture by what means. Full of melancholy Re- 
flections of the Dangers, the Terrors, the Diſap- 
pointments ſhe had mer, and thoſe which in all 
likelihood ſhe was yet to encounter, ſhe fancied 
ſhe regretted the unaccountable Obſtacles which 
had hitherto hindred her from a monaſtick Life, 
the moſt of any Misfortune ſhe had gone thro” ; 
but, alas! how little was ſhe capable of judg- 
ing of her own Soul! The Remembrance of 
Myrtano's Charms, —— the ſwelling Tranſ- 

orts whenever Imagination preſented him to 
her, with thoſe tender Wiſhes in his Eyes which 
often ſhe had read there —— the Horror 
which invaded her, when ſhe refle&ed on his In- 
fidelity —— would ſoon have made her ſenſible 
in any other's Caſe, that it was to the Temple 
of Love the chiefeſt of her Oriſons were direct- 
ed, and Religion had but the ſecond Place. But 
however it were, never Woman endured more 
thro? the working of ſo many different Paſſions ; 
and it was the Confuſion of her Thoughts alone 
that rendred her incapable of forming, much leſs 
of keeping any Reſolution Reaſon ſhould ſug- 
geſt. It certainly had been the moſt prudent, 
as well as moſt honourable part, to have confeſ- 
ſed herſelf a Woman to Donna Antonia; but the 
-Ungertainty what ſhe ſhou'd do, or where to re- 
treat, if by that Diſcovery ſhe ſhould 2 
. O. 
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Protection, deterr*d her from it. The Pertur- 
bations of her Mind, which hindered her from 
cloſing her Eyes all Night, the vaſt Fatigue ſhe: 
had endured in walking ſo much beyond her 
Strength, together with a Cold ſhe had got by 


lying on the Graſs, threw her into a Fever; 
which as ſoon as Antonia was inform'd of by, 
the Servant whom ſhe ſent with a Good- mor- 


row, ſhe ordered a Phyſician. immediately to 
give his Attendance ;. all imaginable Care was 
taken, nor cou'd there have been more, had the 
Welfare of the whole World depended on this 
ſingle Life. —— What Zeal, what Caution, 


what Tenderneſs, does Love inſpire, when a- 


larm'd with the leaſt Danger of loſing the belo- 
ved Object! Antonia would needs be preſent 


at every Preſcription, truſted no Hand but her 


own to mingle up the Medicines, watch'd her- 
ſelf by the Bedſide, and chid the tardy Nurlſe's 


Sloth, liſten'd to every Groan, and anſwer'd 


them with Sighs. Never did the fondeſt Wife, 
the tendereſt Mother, or moſt dutiful Child, 
with ſuch unfeigned Concern, ſuch intereſted 
Hopes and Fears, alternate Joy and Terror, eve- 
ry Day, almoſt every Hour, receive the different 
Sentiments which the Phyſicians gave, accord- 
ing as theDiſtemper abated or encreas'd. For ſe- 
veral Days no ſettled Judgment could be made 
of Life or Death; but at laſt, the Strength of 
Nature in ſo young a Perſon, join'd to the ex- 
traordinary Care and Skill which had been us'd, 
_ oercame the Malignity of the Diſeaſe, and ſhe 
Was tranſported with the News, that her dear 
Couſin (tor ſo ſhe call'd the feign'd Chevalier) 
was entirely out of danger. | 


BUT 
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BUT this Indiſpoſition had made a very 
great Alteration in the Sentiments of Idalia; 
for as before ſhe but fancy d ſhe wiſh'd for a 
Recluſe Lite, ſhe now in reality began to do ſo; 
with her Bodily Strength, her Paſſions were now 
debilitated, the Noiſe and Hurry of the World 
were now in good earneſt. odious to her, and 
Love itſelf, tho not wholly extinguiſh'd, burn- 
ed with a dim and feeble Fire: The Duties of 
Religion, and a true Repentance for the Miſma- 
nagement and Follies of her paſt Life, now took 
up all her Thoughts; and as fhe was of a Diſ- 
poſition generous enough, when Vanity, Pride 
or Love did not overſway her, ſhe. reſolved to 
undeceive Antonia, and uſe the utmoſt of her 
Endeavours to perſuade her to turn the Cur- 
rent of her Aﬀections, where both the Laws of 
God and Man requir'd them, and henceforward 
baniſh all Defire but for her Husband. She had 
juſt fix d herſelf in this pious Reſolution, when 
Antonia came into the Chamber; and before ſhe 
could have an Opportuity of executing it, told 
her, the Reaſon ſhe had abſented herſelf ſo long, 
(for ſhe had not been there in ſome Hours) was, 
That her Husband was returned from Viterbo, 
where he had been ſome time before her Arri- 
yal, and that in decency ſhe had been oblig'd to 
dine with him ; but that having told him, ſhe 
had a near Relation in the Houſe, he deſir'd, if 
it was not inconſiſtent with hisRepoſe, to be ad- 
mitted to viſit him. What Jdatia had to ſay 
would have taken up more time than could now 
be ſpar d, beſides ſhe was willing to ſee what 
the Perſon and Behaviour of this Gentleman 
would allow her to ſay in his favour, before ſhe 

. at- 
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attempted to work any Change in the Senti- 


ments of his Wife : therefore only telling her 
ſhe ſhould receive the Fayour he intended her, 
Vith that Pleaſure which became one fo much 


oblig'd, Autonia took her leave with a Smile, 


which reſtify'd it was not to him he had been 
oblig'd, and immediately return'd accompanied 
by her Husband. bes 412 


I DALI, by reaſon of her Weaknels, 
ſtill kept her Bed, but was ſupported by Pi 
lows in ſuch a manner, that ſhe rather ſar than 
Iay : She had compos'd her Mind as much as poſs 
ſible, that ſhe might be the better able to make 
a Judgment of this Gentleman. But how im- 
mediately was it o'erthrbown ! — How, in an 
Inſtant, was all the Sedateneſs ſhe had aflum'd 
chang'd into Confuſion, Shame, Horror, Diſtra- 


ction, when the Moment they enter'd the Room 


ſhe ſaw the Husband of Antonia was no other 
than Myrtano ! What Words can repreſent, what 
Heart conceive what hers endur'd at this fo un- 
expected, fo ſhocking a View! A thouſand 
Furies all at once poſſeſt her, chill Fear, and 
burning Rage, wild Jealouſy, and mad Deſpair, 
and 'Thoughr-disjointing Amazement, with all 
the black Ideas they could raiſe, crowded into 
her Soul. —— - Of all the ſurprizing Acci- 
dents of her unhappy: Life, nothing is more to 
be wondered ar, than that ſhe ſurvived this 
dreadtul Moment, or at leaſt did not by ſome 
Extravagance diſcover both her Sex, and the 
Cauſe of her Diſtraction: Bur tho? her Eyes ſhot 
perfect Fires, and ſeem'd to ſtart from forth 
their glowing Orbs, — her Lips trembled, her 
Hair ſtood an end as tho' ſome Spectre had met 


her 
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her Sight, and every Limb was ſhook with in- 
ward Agonies; yet ſhe neither ſpoke, nor act- 
ed any thing which could give the Standers- by 
the Liberty of gueſſing from what Cauſe the 
Alteration they - beheld had ſprung. Antonia 
appeared infinitely troubled to find ſo ſudden a 
Change, which ſhe looked on as a Relapſe into 
that Diſtemper which had given her ſo many 
Fears: And Myrtano's Good-Nature and Com- 
laiſance obliged him to join in her Concern. 
hey ſtayed not above a Moment or two, Myr- 
tano eaſily perceiv'd the Stranger was not in a 
Condition to endure Company, and Antonia ran 
inſtantly away to ſend for the Phyſician. 
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HA D they ſtay'd longer, tis probable in- 
deed ſhe might not have had the power of pre- 
ſerving herſelf undiſcovered; for it was not to 
any Preſence of Mind that her Reſerve was ow- 
ing, but to the. too great Multitude of various 
Emotions, which, warring with each other in her 
Boſom, would not ſuffer her to utter any. 
She fell into a Swoon the Moment they left the 
Room, and by that means was very near diſco- 
vering to the old Nurſe that attended her, that 
her Patient was not of the Sex ſhe pretended 
to be ; for after rubbing her Temples, and ap- 
plying Things to her Noſtrils, ſhe was about to 
open her Linnen Waiſtcoar, which ſhe had al- 
ways wore cloſe-burtton'd, juſt as ſhe recover d: 
But her #// Genius had prevailed ſo far over her 
good one, as not to ſuffer the Diſcovery to be 
made in a manner ſo little to her Prejudice, as 
alſo to prolong her Life, to experience more 
Miſery. In ſpite of her Weakneſs, in ſpite of 


the additional 'Torments rhe Sight of Myrtano, as 
55 | | Husband 
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—Husband of Antonia, had inflited on her, ſhe 
grew better every day, and in a Week's time - 
was able to walk about her Chamber: All which 
. time ſhe was viſited ſeveral times in a day by 
the fair Wife of Don Myrtauo, who in Spite of 
the Caution ſhe had of giving him any Suſpicion 
of her Inclinations, cou'd not forbear gratifying 
em ſo far as to come; as often as ſhe cou'd get 
an Opportunity, to look upon her Soul 's Ador'd. 
But the Sentiments of 1daha were now entirely 
chang'd again; ſhe no longer thought it proper 
to make herſelf be known,nor could find in her 
heart to uſe any Endeavours for the Converſion 
of Antonia, ſhe rather wiſh'd her Indifference 
for him might encreaſe ; for ſince ſhe knew her 
to be a Rival, and a Rival poſleſt of all thoſe 
Joys ſhe once had vainly hoped,not all the good 
Offices ſhe had done her could hinder her from 
regarding her with a mortal Hatred. Him 
too ſhe hated, or ſhe imagin'd at that time ſhe 
did ſo; and if in the wild Tumults of her trou- 
bled Thoughts ſhe ever was compos d enough 
to pray, it was only to invoke Heaven to re- 
venge her Wrongs, and curſe them both with 
laſting Diſcord and Eternal Strife. 


ALL the time of her keeping her Chamber; 
Myrtano had never offered to viſit her ſince the 
firſt time; at which ſhe was not a little aſto= 
niſh'd, and began to fear that even in that trans 
ſient View he had ſeen enough thro” her Diſ- 

uiſe to know her; and, conſcious of the Ins 

| Juſtice he had been guilty of to her, was aſha= 
med to meet the Reproaches of her Eyes. An- 
tonia was alſo ſurpriz'd, but would not preſs it, 
nor ask the Reaſon of his Neglect, leſt he 
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ſhould imagine her, as ſhe was, too far intereſted 
in it; and Having by his Abſence greater Oppor- 
tunities of entertaining her Beloved, did not 
much perplex herſelf about finding out the 
Meaning of his allowing her to do fo. She was 
infinitely more concern'd, that the Darling of 
her Wiſhes had made ſo ſmall a Return to her 
Advances : 'The ſeeming Youth had behaved her- 
ſelf with ſo much Gallantry, the Day ſhe 
brought him home, that ſhe expected an imme- 
diate Declaration of Affection would have en- 
ſued. All rhe time of his Sickneſs ſhe had no 
other Fear than to be deprived of her Deſires by 
Death; but now, when ſhe perceiv'd him per- 
fealy paſt danger, ſhe found herſelf farther 
from the Poſſeſſion of them than ever ſhe had 
believ'd herfelf; and one day being alone in 
the Chamber with him, cou'd no longer contain 
the furious Ardor with which ſhe was poſſeſt, 
but not only by Words, but alfo Actions, en- 
 deavour'd to make the dear Ungrateful ſenſible 
how. much ſhe had ſuffered from his Coldneſs. 
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ID 4 L14, who hated her before for being 
the Wife of Myrtano, now deſpis'd and ſcorn'd 
her; the endearing Expreſſions with which ſhe 
was treated by her, made her appear more odi- 

ous, and wholly oy avi: by the Multiplicity 
of her Reflections, before ſhe was aware, fling- 
ing away and ſtamping, Gods! Gods! cry d 
Fe, is this a Woman for Myrtano to love !' 

| She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe Words, than he 
ruſh'd into the Room with his Sword drawn, 
and had certainly prevented her from ever ſay- 
ing more, if his Wife, as much as ſurpriz d 
ſhe was, had not been quick enough to prevent 
| : | him, 
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him, by catching faſt hold of his Arm, and conti- 
nuing to hang upon it, notwirhſtanding alt his 
Endeavours to throw her off : * Be gone, perfi- 
* dious Woman | ſaid he furiouſly, unleſs you 
© with to periſh with your Minion a Victim 
© to your ſhameful Paſſion. Is it not enough 
© that you conſpir'd the Death of her who a- 
© lone was worthy of my Love, but you muſt 
add Adultery to your Deſign of Murder? 
© You know I am not ignorant of your mon- 
© ſtrous —— your more than brutal Diſpoſt- 
tion. How dare you then to tempt me 
thus, leſt I ſhould take a full Revenge for all 
my Wrongs at once?“ I never, never 
wrong'd you, interrupted fhe, ſtill clinging faſt 
about him, if T contrived my Riyal's Death, 
*twas Love of you that was the Cauſe, inhy- 
man as you are to upbraid me with it.“ And 
was it Love of me ( reſum*d he more violently ) 
that induc'd you to court this Stranger, whom 
falſly you would have-paſs'd on me for a Re- 
lation ?—— But J have been inform'd of all, 
and will have Reparation.' —— In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he us'd his utmoſt Force ta diſen- 
gage himſelf, and having done it, ran fiercely at 
1dalia ; which ſhe perceiving, evaded the Blow 
by falling on her Knees, and imagining ſome- 
thing by the Reproaches which in his Indigna- 
tion he had made his Wife, prevented him from 
lifring up his Hand againſt her, by crying out 
to him, Hold, hold, Don Myrtaze, I conjure 
* you ſpare my Life till you ſhall know who 
tis you are about to deſtroy, and till you ſa- 
tisfy me who that Lady was your Wife fo 
cruelly deſign'd ro murther.* What is that 
to thee ? (reſum d he, vex'd that he had men- 
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ſhe had power to put on —— l was ſatisfied 
1 


45 5 — 


tion d that before him. © Oh, tis of more Mo- 
ment ( anſwer d ſhe ) perhaps to you and me, 
* than yet you comprehend. — For Heaven's 
* ſake then, and for your own, indulge my Cu- 
rioſity in this Requeſt, and tell me, if the 
Lady deſtin'd to fall a Sacrifice to you and 
Love, was not call'd Idalia.'——Both the Huſ- 
band and the Wife ſtarted from the Places they 
ſtood in at the mention of that Name, as tho' a 
Clap of Thunder had pronounced it; but the 
former looking earneſtly in the Face of the Per- 
ſon that ſpoke it for the ſpace of two or three 
Minutes, tound ſomething there which diſſipated 
great part of the Fury he had been in; the 
Air, the Features, and the Voice of [dalia, were 
too deeply imprinted in his Memory not to be 
diſtinguiſh'd thro” all Diſguiſes : Immediately 
he knew her, and, regardleſs of his Wife's Pre- 
fence, flew to her, and caught her in his Arms, 
and cry d in an Extaſy which no falſe Love 
could feign, It is, it is {dalia; my only ever- 
«£ laſting Charmer.“ | 


_ IT was impoſſible for a Woman, who lov'd 
with that Tranſcendency of Paſſion, to be thus 
claſp'd, yet feel no Satisfaction in the tender 
Preſſure: Not all the Reſentment ſhe had a- 
gainſt him for his marrying another, had power 
to make her reſiſt his Embraces; but as ſoon as 
he had given them Truce, which he did only to 
gratify his Sight with another View of her dear 
well-known Face,. as he had done his Touch in 
holding her to his Boſom, ſhe recollected herſelf 
enough to remove ſome fewSteps from him; and 
looking on him with a Countenance as ſevere as 


you 


- Cx 
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you ſhould know who I am (ſaid ſe) . becauſe 
you ſhould be ſenſible how little your Wife 
has been capable of wronging you in the man- 

ner your jealous Fury had ſuggeſted; but de- 
ſire not, as you are now another's, apy Teſti- 
monies of that former Affection which was 
between us, which you have forfeited, and I 
am willing to forget; ſince the Remembrance 
© would be as great a Crime in me, as that you 
lately ſuſpected her guilty of.” He was juſt go- 
ing to reply, when Donna Autonia, who had all 
this while been unable by reaſon of her Surprize 
to diſcharge any part of the Rage ſhe was full 
of, ſtepping haſtily between them, cry d, And 
are you dalia ?* Jes, (anſwer'd ſhe, not at all 
* daunted at the Fury ſhe ſaw in her Countenance) 
* and I imagine you are the Neice of Count 
* Miramont.” *Tis probable here might have 
follow'd a long Combat of Words, the War 
of Women, if Don Myrtano had not put an end 
to it. Madam, (ſaid he to his Wife, in a Voice 
nothing ſoſtned from that in which he had ſpoke 
to Her before) tho' I am aſſur'd no Injury could 
here be done me, yet your Intentions were 
_ © the ſame: My own Ears heard you declare a 
* Paſſion ſhameful to your Sex and Character; 
but it is hereafter that I ſhall tell you my 
* Sentiments on this Affair; in the mean time, I 
command you, by that Power the Name of 
* Husband gives me (and which your forfeiting 
all Title either to my Love or Reſpect, obliges 
me to make uſe of) to retire to your own A- 
. partment, and wait my coming. This, (con- 
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tinued he more ſteruly, perceiving her not about to 
go) if you retuſe to obey, I will this moment 


* make Complaints of your Behaviour to the 
F 3 Pope, 


£ 


_ which ſpoke, more plainly than a thouſand Words 
could do, the Violence of her Rage. 


THE Reader will eaſily imagine, that af- 
ter ſhe was gone, Don Myrtano addreſs'd his 
long loit Charmer with all the ſoft Endearments 
ſuitable to ſo ſurprizing an Occaſion ; but ſhe, 
who was not willing to yield to the Pleaſure 
mne took in hearing them, and withal defirous 
to be inform'd by 'what means Donna Antonia 
had known her to have been her Rival, it being 
a Secret ſhe believ'd' to all in Venice, and alſo if 
it were really ſhe who had brib'd the wnkzowr 
Perſon to murther her in the Foreſt, let him 
Know it would be infinitely more ſatisfa&ory to 
her to be let into what he knew of theſe Af- 
fairs, than all he could ſay on any other. He was 
'too glad of an Opportunity, which while he ob- 
liged her in the Grant of her Requeſt, would 
alſo clear him of his ſuſpected Infidelity to let it 
flip ; and engaging her to fit down by him, 
While he fulfill'd her Commands, began to un- 
rabel a Myſtery , which had appeared ſo con- 
founding to her Underſtanding, in theſe Words. 
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The Hiſtory of Don Myrtano, and Dos 
Hlonorius dell Miramont. 


X7 OU may remember, Madam! (ſald be, 


L Ff2hing ) doubtleſs with an Infinity of In- 
dignation remember, that the laſt time I ever 
had the Bleſſing of ſeeing you at Vicenza, I re- 
ceived not the Honour you then vouchſated me, 
of aſſuring me you would not refuſe to be mine, 
when ever I ſhould claim 'you by ways you 
ſhould approve, and as became a Man worthy 
of the adorable 7dalia's Affection. But, oh? had 
you been ſenſible what I endured in the fevere 
Neceſſity of appearing ſo ungrateful, ſo ſtupid, 
ſo blind to the ineſtimable Happineſs that Con- 
deſcenſion offer d me, you would rather pity than 
condemn me. — I had, when I was very 


young, been contracted, by my Parents, to Don- 


na Antonia dell Miramont, ſhe who is now my 


Wife; and who being bred here at Rome, I 


had never ſeen : but a former Intimacy between 
our Families was the Occaſion of this, which 1 


mult now call unhappy Union. For my part, a 


J had a Heart entirely unprepoſſeſs d, I agreed 
to it without any manner of Reluctance; but 
had not Complaiſance enough to take a Journey 
to viſit her. The Count her Uncle, perhaps, ima- 

ining the Sight of her might engage me to ha- 
{ten the Conſummation of the Contract, ſent her 
to Venice with an Equipage and Train propor- 


tion'd to the Fondneſs he had for her. At her 
Arrival I thought her very agreeable to what I 
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then wiſh'd for in a Wife, and indeed lik'd her 
better than any Lady I had ſeen ; Nay, I really 
loved her enough to be impatient for the Cele- 
bration of the Nuptials, and accordingly order- 
ed every thing to be prepared for it. The Day 
was appointed, and it was that in which my 
unhappy Brother, and Don Ferdinand fell Rival 
Victims to Love, and your Almighty Charms. 
Decency forbad the Hymeneal Torch ſhould min- 
'gle with the Funeral Taper, and the Wedding 
by Conſent of both Parties was defer d: A fa- 
tal Curioſity inclining me to ſee thoſe Eyes, 
thoſe lovely Orbs of ſhining Ruin, I no longer 
thought Antonia worth my Care; but I need 
not tell you how much TI lov'd, how much Ja- 
dor'd an Excellence ſo far beyond all that ever 
was call'd mortal, a thouſand, thouſand times 
you have read it in my Eyes, —— Theſe glow- 
ing burning Balls, which never gaz'd upon you 
without ſtarting, and almoſt breaking the Strings 
which held them, with Extaſy unſpeakable !— 
with Pleaſure wound up to ſuch a Height of 
racking Rapture, that it even became a Pain, 
and ſtagger d Senſe. —— O what would I not 
then have given to have had it in my power to 
offer you a Paſſion worthy of your Acceptance 
How did I curſe my Engagement with Anto- 
nia? — How many Stratagems did I invent to 
break with her ? But ſhe, better acquainted 
with the Secret of my Soul than at that time I 
imagin'd, artfully evaded my Excuſes, and cir- 
cumvented me in all, either becauſe ſhe then 
had really an Affection for me, or, as tis moſt 
probable by her Conduct ſince, thought it would 
be a Reflection on the Power of her Beauty to 
have it faid, ſhe had come ſo far to marry a wr 
| : WO 
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who on any Terms could be brought to forſake 
| her.—In fine, let me do what I would, ſay What 
I would, ſhe ſeem'd not to reſent. it; and rendred 
it an Impoſſibility for me to quit her without 
making myſelf appear the molt ungrateful and 

erfidious of Mankind. I was in this perplex- 
ing Dilemma, when you made Tryal of my Faith, 
by propoſing what I would have given, my 
Soul, ro have had it in my power to accept. — 
I am ſure you cannot forget the Confuſion which 
was too viſible in my Countenance not to be ob- 
ſerved, which perhaps you might impute to ano- 
ther Score, but was really occaſioned only by 
the inward working of my tumultuous Deſires, 
which long'd with an Ardency inexpreffible to 
ſatisfy you in a Demand which would have been 
ſo glorious for me, yet I knew not how I ſhould 
effect it, thoꝰ a Multitude of Inventions crowd- 
* that Moment at once into my, Head, and flat- 
ter'd me with ſome little Hopes. I went, 
you know, immediately away, which haſte pro- 
ceeded from my Impatience to return with Ty- 
dings more ſuitable to my Paſſion to bring, than 
any I had yet been able to tell you. Alas! 
I little thought 'twould be ſo long before we 
met again, nor of the Treachery which was 


then in Agitation to ſeparate us for ever. But 
of that hereafter. — | 


WHEN I had put in execution all the 
Stratagems my Paſſion for you inſpir'd me with, 
and found them fruitleſs to work the Effect 
I wiſt'd— I had no longer Patience; but re- 
ſolv'd at my next Viſit to diſcloſe to you the 
whole Hiſtory of my Misfortune on the Road 
to Vicenza. About four Miles diſtant from my 


_ own 
G,. 


60 _ToaLlia:o;. 
own Villa, I ſaw a Horſe ſtanding ſtill, and look- 
ing down on a Perſon who lay on the Ground 
by him; J preſently imagin'd it was ſomebody 
who had either ſuffer'd by a Fall from that 
Horſe, or the Villany of ſome Robbers : but 
drawing nearer to offer what Aſſiſtance was 
in the power of myſelf or Servants to afford, I 
heard him utter moſt piteous Lamentations, 
mix d with Groans. Both Chriſtianity, and 
common Compaſſion, obliges thoſe of the high- 
eſt Rank of Life to do what good Offices they 
can, even to the meaneſt; and tho* this Man 
\appear'd to be one of thoſe, I ſhould have 
thought it a Pride no way commendable to have 
truſted the Relief of his Miſery to any Care 
but my own : I immediately alighted, and rai- 
ſing him a little, preſently diſcover d, (to! my 
great Surprize, to find him in ſuch a Poſture 
and Habit) the Face of Don Honorius dell Mira- 
mont, the Brother of Antonia, and without ex- 
ception, a Chevalier of the moſt Perfections T 


ever found in Man. 


IDALIA could not here forbear inter- 
rupting him, to let him know he might ſpare 
himſelf the trouble of giving any Character of 
that accompliſh'd young Nobleman ; for ſhe 
was perfectly acquainted with his Worth, ha- 
ving the Honour of being frequently in his 


Company at Venice. 


© YES, Madam ! reſum d Don Myrtano, I am 
© ſenſible you have ſeen him, and that the 
© Conſequence of ſuch Interviews have been 
* ſuch as you never fail of caufing—to inſpire 
© a Paſſion too juſt to be oppos'd by Reaſon, 


and 
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© and too violent 'to ſuffer any Conſiderations 
© to be of force to overcome it, But (continu d 
© he) to purſue the little Hiſtory I am about to 
give you, this unhappy Gentleman, who 
© ſeem'd in Agonies ſuch as ſeizes on the Body 
* when the Soul is departing from it, no ſooner 
© caſt his Eyes upon me, than he cry'd out, 
© O ! Don Myrtano, you come in happy time to 
© revenge my Death I am poiſon d 
© the fatal Doſe was given me by Ardella.”—— 
A ſudden Pang ſeizing him that Moment, pre- 
vented his ſaying any more for ſome time ; and 
I, who perceiv'd his Condition was indeed de- 
plorable, thought. it not a ſeaſon to talk, but 
act, if there were any Means which Art or 
Nature could furniſh to repel the Malignity of 
the Poiſon ; and immediately diſpatch'd one of 
my Servants to Villa Rica for a Litter, and ano= 
ther to Padua, to order a Phyſician, who I 
knew was a moſt skillful one, to meet us at 
Vicenxa with all poſſible Expedition; the third, 
for by good Fortune I had ſo many with me, 
took care of my Horſe,while I kneel'd down by 
the agoniz'd Honorius, and by holding his Sides, 
and ſometimes his Head, according to the va- 
rious Shootings of his Pain, afforded him ſome 
little Eaſe. I was impatient to the laſt degree, 
to Know what he meant by ſaying my Servant 
Ardella had given him Poiſon, and fancy'd him 
to be a little delirious with the exceſſive Tor- 
ture he endured, till having a little reſpite 
from it, he again ſaid, That it was ſhe who had 
adminiſtred it to him, but that he very well 
knew it was to oblige another ſne had done ſo. 
Theſe Words gave me an Apprehenſion that 
he might imagine it occalion'd by my Order, 
. and 
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and 1 was beginning to proteſt my Innocence, 


but he perceiving my Intent, cry d out to me to 
ſpeak no more; for he was well aſſured I was 
both innocent and ignorant of any ſuch thing: 
But, continued he, I know not if you will af- 
ford me any Pity for my Sufferings, when you 
© ſhall be told the Injury I have done you. But 
© weare neither of us exemptfromFaults,andyou 
muſt pardon me, as you would wiſh to be for- 
* given by thoſe to whom you are guilty of In- 
juſtice.” — There was ſomething ſo myſte- 
rious in theſe laſt Words, that I could not poſ- 
ſibly dive into their Meaning; and the Violence 
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of his Pain returning, prevented me from deſi- 


ring him to make an Explanation of them, till 
another ſmall Ceſſation happening, he did it of 
his own accord 1n this-manner. 


YO U muſt know, ſaid ze, that in all her 
Pride of Innocence I happened at a Ball to 


dance, with the admir'd 1dalia, and from that 


Moment was inſpir'd with a Paſſion for her, 
which not all her late Misfortunes, which 
have made ſo great a noiſe at Venice, could eraſe. 
I was juſt determin'd to urge my Suit to Don 


Beruardo's Ears, when her ſudden Abſence 


from his Houſe prevented me; ſince which, 
tho I have ſearch'd for her with a Diligence 


proportion'd to the Love I had for her, I never 
could hear the leaſt Tittle to what Place, or with 


what happy Man ſhe was retir'd, till my Si- 


ſer's Jealouſy of you furniſh'd her with means 


to inform me, without knowing, at the ſame. 
time, how much ſhe obligd me in it: But 
coming one day to viſit her, I found her 
drown'd in Tears, which enquiring the Ry 
1 on 


The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 93 


ſon of, ſhe told me, you had of late very 
much degenerated from the Affection you once 
profeſſed, and which the Engagements be- 
tween you demanded the Continuance of. 
She preſently took it in her Head, that there 
muſt be ſome Rival in the way; and imagin- 
ing ſhe was either at Vicenza, or near that 
Place, becauſe ſhe had obſerv'd you paſt moſt 
of your time there, contrary to your Cuſtom 3 
and reſolving to ſatisfy her jealous Curioſity, 
found out a Method which nothing but the 
ſabtil-working Wit of an impatient diſappoint- 
ed Woman cou'd ſuggeſt, ſhe got acquainted 
with a Siſter of Ardella's (who by ſome Acci- 
dent ſhe had heard was a ſort of 'Houſekeeper 
to you at Vicenza) and by her means with 
herſelf : By Promiſes and Bribes ſhe engaged 
that mercenary Wench to her Intereſt, and 
won the whole Secret from her of [dalia's ha- 
ving been from the time ſhe left Venice a Gueſt 
there, firſt to Don Henriquex, and afterwards 
to you. EX A Ny 
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S UCH a Diſcovery was, I confefs, ſuffici- - 
ent to alarm a Heart much leſs imperious than 
Antonia's ; but having as great a Share of Cun- 

wing as Pride, would take not the leaſt notice 
to you that ſhe had any jealous Sentiments, 
much leſs that ſhe was appris'd of any thing 
which could raiſe them. When ſhe gave me 
this Account, ſhe little imagin'd I had any fur- 
ther Intereſt in it, than the part which Nature 
oblig'd me to take for a Siſter affronted in this 
manner ; but tho'I was not without that Con- 
{ideration alſo, yet the Affection I had for Ida- 
lia, and the Misfortune I thought it to have her 
5 in 
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in your Poſſeſſion, had infinitely the Pre- emi- 


nence, and I preſently form'd a Contrivance of 


dreſſing me in the Faſhion you ſee, and went to 


Vicenza; where lurking about the Houſe, I was 
in hopes of ſeeing-her, or at leaſt hearing ſome- 
thing more than yet I had been informed of. 
Bur Fortune favoured me not ſo far; I had been 
there ſeveral Days before any thing accrued to 


my Obſervation : but what added to my Diſ- 


quiet the Sight of you twice entring, and the 
Imagination what a Prodigality of Felicity you 
were going to enjoy in the Society of Idalin, 
made me almoſt wild. But at laſt I found an Op- 
portunity of getting into the Company of Ar- 
della, and by the Character my Siſter had given 
of her ſordid Diſpoſition, knowing which way 
to ingratiate my ſelf, made her Preſents of ſome 
little Trifles, which I bought of a Fellow who I 


_ ſaw offering them to Sale; they were ſuch as 


were ſuitable to the Appearance of the Perſon 
Who gave them, and tho* of very ſmall Value, 
were acceptable to this greedy Creature ; and I 
ſoon became ſo great with her, that I flattered 


my ſelf I ſhould in a little time be Maſter of 
the whole Secret of NAalia. Complaining that I 
was in Diſtreſs for a Lodging while I ſtay'd at 
Vicenza, ſhe made me an Invitation of lying in 
your Houſe, till I had finiſh'd the Buſineſs which 


I pretended had brought me to that part of the 
Country. You need not doubt but I accepted 


of an Offer ſo ohliging to my Wiſhes, aſſuring 


my ſelf I ſhould now have an Opportunity of 
both ſeeing and ſpeaking to my ador'd Idalia, 
to whom I reſolved, let the Conſequence be what 
3t would, to diſcover who I was, if ſhe was de- 
tain d there againſt her Inclinations, as ſome- 

| times 
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times the good Opinion I had of her led me to 


believe: I defign'd to bear her off, tho? with the 
Hazard of my Life ; or if it were thro* Choice 
ſhe had continued with you, to endeavour, by 
all the Arguments I was Maſter of, to perſuade 
her to remove. = But, alas! my Expecta- 
tions in this, as in all other things, were fruſtra- 
ted, tho' I was in the Houſe ſeveral Days, ſhe 
kept ſo cloſe in her Apartment, it was impoſſible 


for me even to get a Glimpſe of her : And I was: 


beginning to deſpair I ever ſhould be ſo bleſt, 
when as I was fitting in the Hall, meditating to 
what little purpoſe was all the Pains Thad taken, 
Ardella came to me, and bidding me follow her 
into the Garden, led me to that part of it which 
was moſt remote from the Houſe, and raking me 
by the Hand, Banno, (ſaid ſhe, for that was the 
Name I went by) you pretend a great deal of 
Friendſhip to me, what would you do to prove 
* the Reality of what you have profeſs'd ? 


YOU may imagine I was not a little ſur- 
priz'd at her ſpeaking in this manner ; bur ſoon 
recollected my ſelf enough to aſſure her, I would 
do any thing in my power. What I have to 
deſire of you (reſumed ſhe) will not only be 
an Obligation to me, bur alſo to yourſelf, if 
vou are but poſleſt of two Qualities neceſſary 
for theUndertaking ; they are Secrecy and Re- 


* ſolution : therefore, before. you promiſe, exa- 


mine your own heart, whether there is any 


* thing in it which would tremble at the Per- 
* formance of a Deed, perhaps, ſuch as theWorld 
calls by the Name of bloody, — cruel, — 
© barbarous, and ſuch like Epithets, invented 
- only ro fright the ignorant from accompliſhing 
15 their 
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their Wiſhes, and cheat us into tame endys 
ring. Weigh well, if you can boldly 
make your Fortune by one brave Blow, with- 
out a childiſh Repentance afterwards, which 
would undo both yourſelf, and thoſe by whom 
£ you are employ' d. I was too impatient to 
know what twas ſhe meant to heſitate much 
What Anſwer to make, but immediately promi- 
Fed to ſtick at nothing, not thinking my ſelf ob- 
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lig'd to a Performance, if it were either incon- 


ſiſtent with my Honour, or Intereſt. — My 
ready Compliance made her take me for ſuch a 
one as ſhe wanted, and ſhowing me a Purſe of 
Gold, Look here! ſaid ſhe, all this is yours 
to encourage you in the Undertaking; but 
.* there are three times as much in ſtore for you 
* when you bring word 'tis done But let me 
* know it, ſaid 1, that I may haſte to execute 
e. I depend upon you, anſwer d ſhe, 
and hope you will be ſo much a Friend to your 
* ſelf as not to diſappoint the good Opinion I 
have of you. — You muſt know there is a La- 
* dy of the higheſt Quality in Venice, who has 
© taken a Diſguſt to a Woman, and would wil- 
© lingly have her diſpatch'd into another World. 
© She is at preſent in this Houſe, but there are 
* Reaſons which make it not proper the Deed 
* ſhould be done here — but early in the Morn- 
ing — I will put you in a way. | 


T HE Horror which ſeiz*d my Soul at this 
monſtrous Injunction, which by all Circumſtan- 
ces I was certain my Siſter was theContriverof, 
was too great for Deſcription ; but the Darkneſs 
(for it was Night) help'd me to conceal it from 
the Obſervation of this Wretch, and ſhe bidding 

| | me 
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me be up by Break of Day, went into the Houſe, 
leaving me to ruminate on what I had\promis'd 
to perform. In the midſt of my Concern) for 
having a Siſter overſway' d by her Paſſions to an 
Act ſo deteſtable, I rejoyc'd that I had it in my 
power to prevent the Perpetration of ſo black a 
Purpoſe, and ſpent beſt part of the Night in de- 
termining how I ſhould contrive to preſerve a 
Life, which I doubted not but her Malice would 
a ſecond: time attempt, if ſhe ſhou'd know ſhe 
had been diſappointed in the firſt. - At laſt I be- 
thought me of a Woman, who had formerly 
been a Nurſe in our Family, and was now re- 
moved with her Husband to a little Houſe 2 
great diſtance from any Town; there I reſolved 
to ſecure the deſigned Victim from any future 
Violence; and when I reflected on the Blefling 
this Chance would give me, I could ſcarce la- 
ment I had a Siſter of ſo cruel a Diſpoſirion, 
ſince to her Barbarity I ſhould be indebted for 
a Joy, which *twas probable: not all my own Afſ- 
ſiduity, and conſtant Services, would ever have 
been able to obtain. me 


AS the unfortunate Honorius was in this part 
of his Relation, the intermitting Torture which 
had given him Liberty to utter thus much; re- 
turn'd with treble Fury : He roar'd with Ex- 
tremity of Anguiſh. —— Nimble Twitches 
ran thro” all his Frame. Convulſive every 
Nerve. —— Sure at that time he muſt be poſ- 
ſeſs'd with more than mortal Courage to ſuſtain 
ſuch Racks, elſe would he by ſome Act of De- 
ſperation have finiſhed them at once. — 5 
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A8 Mtand was going on in condoling the 
Miſery this unhappy Gentleman had endur'd, 
Nalin, not a little amaz d to hear that the 
unknown Perſon, to whom ſhe was ſo much ob- 
lig d, was Honorius, had the greateſt Impatience 
imaginable to know the end of this Adventure; 
and that he might the ſooner come to a Con- 
eluſion, deſired he would wave all the Particu- 
lars in what manner ſhe had been preſerv'd, 
and come to thoſe of Which ſhe yet was ig- 
ere, e 6 


MA DAM! replyd Myrtano, he was not 
in a Capacity of relating much more than what 


I have recounted; there was in this laſt Fit ſo 


little Intermiſſion of his Agonies, that he had 
only Space between them to run over, in as 
brief a manner as he could; his Behaviour to 
you in the Foreſt, and his conducting you to 
the Houſe he had thought of for you ; but as 
he was juſt going to mention in what part of 
the Country it ſtood, he was ſeized with another 
Pain, which was to that Violence that it entire- 
ly deprived him of his Senſes, and from that 
time all he ſaid was ſo unconnect and wild, that 
nothing was to be inferred from it. I was infi- 


mitely troubled when I found it was not in his 


power to give me any account how he came, af- 


ter he had left you, ro my Houſe again, to re- 


ceive that fatal Drug from the Hands of Ar- 
della; but reſolving at my Return to force the 
Knowledge from her, I left myServants, who by 
this time were all come back, to attend the Litter, 
while I poſted home to ſecure her. She, who 
was far from imagining what had reach'd my 

Ears, 


1 
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Ears, came into the Room immeqdiatel 84 


calling for her, and was beginning with a well- 
acted Diſquiet to tell me a long Story of your 
making your Eſcape unknown to her; but I 
was too full of Diſtraction hoth for {our 
being gone, and the dreadful Miſchief which by 
her means had fallen on Honorius, to endure to 
liſten to her, and put a ſtop to her Diſcourſe by 
telling her I was made acquainted with her hor+ 
rid Actions; and accuſing her both with the 
Murder of you, and the very Man whom ſhe 
had brib'd to that inhuman Deed, gave her ſo 
terrible a Fright, that ſhe immediately fell on 
her Knees, and confeſſed herſelf guilty. After 
which 1 oblig'd her to acquaint me with the 


Particulars of her Crime, and ſhe recounted to 


me how, by the Inſtigations of Donna Amonia, 
ſhe had given you a Letter, which was to make 
me appear guilty of the higheſt Baſeneſs imagi- 
nable, and by the ſame cruel Woman's Orders 
had contriv'd your Death, and then that of the 
Perſon employ'd in it, fearing he might ſome 
time or other betray what he had done: But 


when I told her, him whom ſhe had poyſoned 


was Don Honorius the Brother of Antonia, and 


ſhe ſaw him brought in, I thought the Creature 
would have died with Fear: She again threw | 


herſelf at my Feet, and trembling, conjur'd me 
to permit her to make her Eſcape ; but I would 
not grant her Requeſt, reſolving, if Honorius 
died, to give her up to Juſtice, and in the mean 
time had her confin'd in a Room on the Top of 
the Houſe, whence it was impoſſible for her to 
get away, without the Knowledge of the Ser- 
vant whom I ordered to keep the Key; but by 
what Infinuations I rn not, ſhe beguil'd him 
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. to betray his Truſt, and they both fled toge- 
6 ther; but where, I never could learn, nor indeed 
| did I give myſelf much trouble about it, knowing 
| if the Buſineſs ſhould come before a Magiſtrate, 
[ there would appear fo much Intricacy in the Af- 
2 5 eſpecially when Antonia interpos'd her 
unning, as the Caſe for her own ſake exceed- 
ingly required her to do, he would be extream- 
ly puzzled what Sentence to give. But to return 
to Honorius. When the Phyſician had examin'd 
his Pulſe, and watched ſome Hours by him, and 
given proper Medicines to expel the Poiſon, 
he ſeemed to be in great hope of ſaving him. 
Antonia, whom I immediately writ to, with an 
Account of what had happened, came to Vicenza; 
almoſt as much diſtracted, or feign'd to be ſo, 
for the Miſchief ſhe had caus'd, as her Brother 
was: But not to ſpin out my Narration beyond 
your Patience, after a prodigious deal of lin- 
gring Torment, he at laſt was out of danger, 
the Poiſon not happening to have been ſtrong 
enough to ſeize the Seats of Life, tho” it miſera- 
bly deſtroy d the Outworks. He loſt his Hair, 
Eyebrows, and the fineſt Set of Teeth that 
could be. - His Strength was very much 
decayed, and all the Vivacity and Gaiety of his 
| Temper gone. Nothing of what he was re- 
| main'd, but his unextinguiſhable Paſſion for 
j | you, and that enabled him to take a Journey to 
| the Place where he had left you, before he could 
9 get the Phyſician's Conſent to venture a little 
It Walk in the Garden ; but contrary to all our 
| Perſuaſions he went, tho” till his Return he 
made no Confident whither he was going, ima- 
l gining, as he told me afterwards, that had I 


been appriz'd of his Deſign, my Paſſion on 
| ave 
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have carried me there before him : And indeed 
he was not deceiv'd in his Conjecture; no Con- 
ſideration ſhould have with-held me a Moment, 
had I known what Place [dalia's Preſence: bleſt, 
and to that end watch'd-every unguarded Word 

his Frenzy utter'd, in hope of diſcovering the 

dear Secret; but failing of it then, could not 

expect it at his Return of Reaſon. Never did I 

ſee a Man ſo oppreſt with Melancholly as he was 

when he came back from ſeeking you. He then 
related to me where he had left you, and your 
Removal from thence, none knew to what Place; 
and lamented with ſg zealous a Concern the Im- 
probability there was he ever ſhould be ſo hap- 

py to ſee you more, that I, tho his Rival, and 

brought into the ſame Misfortune by him, could 
not deny my Compaſſion to his Grief, —©= 
But why ſhould I delay to tell you, that the 
Loſs of you ſat ſo near his Heart, that he grew 
weary of the World; reſolv'd to appear in it no 

more, and enter'd into the Society of Gray- 
Fryars, of which there is a Convent at Segona- 
dica. I was pretty near bearing him Company, 
for Antonia finding all the ſoft Blandiſhments ſhe 
made uſe of were ineffectual to work the End 
ſheaimed at, made an Application to the Drge : 
the great Intereſt her Uncle the Count had with 
him, engaged him to favour her Cauſe ſo far, as 
to leave me no other Choice than the Perfor- 


mance of my Contract with her, or go immedi- 


ately into a Monaſtery,and by taking Orders ſet 
her at liberty to marry another. I will not 
trouble you with the Chagrin I was in at this 
arbitrary Decree, which yet I had no Appeal 
from. — You ſee me now her Husband. — Soon 
after I became ſo, Count Miramont died, and Ho- 


G 3 norius 


2 H.Aad-.4 
— 0 
reer 


wy 8 per Cn 1 
12 * " * 5 n m 7 * ” = 4 
e . 


7 
= — . Jae 


G 2 — 1 — EP 
* 6 . . — — 
r ha — 1 
= 7 bi 7 r . k , ts es tn os - 
— * n 1 2 J * £ hos „ ben 5 — hes 2 * 
—— . we + — n n . 


r 
12 
8 
1 4 
bs 
W 
. 2) 
1 
is 


2 


Wa — 
rr 
— e 


2 
0 


EP 
Les a4, 


102 Ut YM I DALI A: TÞ er, 


. 


norius havifig forſook "the: World, the * 
part of the vaſt Poſſeſſions he was Maſter of fell 
to Antonia, on which Occaſion we came to Rome, 
moſt of the Eſtate lying hereabouts : A Bleſ- 
fing, added he, little propbttionable to that which 
Heaven has fo unexpectedly favoured me with, 
the meeting here, the dear, the everlaſting Mi- 
ſtreſs of my Soul, wy ks > ALI IRE He 

* Ladin. 9 


1 E 0 this hog Diſcourſs widely a render 
Db Ne of her Hand, and ſuch an Infinity of 
ſoft Tranſport in his Eyes, as ſufficiently aſſur d 
her Marriage had —— no Alteration in his 
Sentiments. But | ſhe; who expected to hear 
ſomething more of what the Deſigns of Hono- 
. e; been, ask'd Myrtano, if he had never 
heard any mention of a Letter ſhe had entruſted 
him with to her Father; which, after having 
begg d her pardon for omitting that part of his 
Rival's Generoſity, he inform'd her, that he 
had told him the — of his deſiring her to 
write to Don Bernardo, was, that he might have 
a Pretenceè to wait on him, and declaritig the 
Paſſion he long had for her, ask his Conſent to 
make him happy : ; which if obtained, he would 
have return'd to her without his Diſguiſe, -and 
brought hier back to Venice with an Equipage 
ſuitable to the Quality of Don Bernardo's Daugh- 
ter, and Hoxorins's. Wife. "Fis much, ſaid 
alia, that if he were poſſeſt of ſo. ſincere 
* an Affection as what you repreſent, he diſco- 
vered not himſelf before he left me, having 
done me a Service which he might well be- 
lieve would entitle him to my Eſteem.” ——— 
4 * The Reaſon he pave me for it, -anfwer'd Myr- 
: tand 


o 
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tano bowing, is ſuch a one as is infinitely glo- 

© rions to me; but I kyow- not if you will par- 
don my repeating it. e aid, adora- 

« ble 1dalia ! that he found you too fall of Teu- 
derneſs for the happy MHrtano, to hope he 
1 „ ſhould be able to ſind room in your Heart for 
„ any ſecoud Impreſſion, till Time, and Abſence, 
aud your Opinion of my Infidelity, had belp'd 
© him to'eraſe' the former. alia could not for- 
bear bluſhipg at ore Words, which put her fo 


much in mind of the Extravagancies ſhe had 
uttered in the Foreſt, little ſuſpecting ſhe had 


ſuch 4 Witneſs of them. But ſhe had a Perſon 
by her, who would not fee her in that ſoft 
Confuſion without taking his Advantage. of it, 


and making uſe of all thoſe tender Artifices 


which Love inſpires to charm the liſtning Fair, 
he at laſt wan her to confeſs that he was ſtill as 


dear to her as ever: He would not leave the 


Chamber till ſhe had promiſed to ſtay with him 
for ſome time, as at firſt ſhe had —_ a Scruple 


of doing, fince ſhe imagin'd (as indeed it Was 


natural enough to believe) Antonia would not 
only be exceſſively diſquieted herſelf, bur alſo 
contrive all the Means ber Wie and Malice could 
furniſh her with to render her ſo too; nor did 
her Fears deceive her, never was a Family more 
diſtracted than that of Myrtano's, the reſtleſs and 
indignant Temper of his Wife being by his keep- 
ing a watchful Eye over all her Actions prevent» 
ed. from burſting out in publick, ſhew'd itſelf in 
che moſt trivial Concerns. She ſeemed to make 
it her whole Study to diſoblige him, and he on 
the other ſide — '4 hating her, did all he 
could to break her Heart. The Serrants were 
ever countermanded by the one. if about to do 
| | 8 4 any 
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any thing they were ordered by the other; M- 
tano always e his Authority, would be o- 
bey d, and Antonia was not of a Humour to 
endure it. — All their Days were paſt in 
-Quarrels, and their Nights in ſullen Diſcon- 
tent. — Idalia alone was uncontroll'd, and free 
from thoſe Jars with which the Ears of every 
other Perſon in the Houſe were grated. — None 
- prefumed' to contradi& her Will, and ſhe had 
nothing to diſturb her Repoſe but what ſhe en- 
dured from the Reproaches of her own Medi- 
tations, for having been the Cauſe of ſo much 
VUnhappineſs to others. To make her Life more 
eaſy, the amorous Myrtano had prevailed on her 
to throw off her Diſguiſe of Men's Clothes, 
and in Exchange for them had preſented her 
with various Suits of the richeſt, and moſt be- 
coming a young Lady could wear; and to pre- 
vent the Servants, or any other Perſon who had 
ſeen her in another Garb, from making any 
Conſtructions to her diſadvantage on her Change 
of Habit, forc'd the haughty Soul of Antonia to 
ſubmit ſo far to his Humour, as to own her ſtill 
for a Relation of her's, who for ſome Reaſons 
had for a time thought fit to diſguiſe her Sex— 
What a Stab this muſt be to a Wife, let any one 
judge.—But the Crimes ſhe had been guilty of, 
in firſt conſpiring againſt her Liſe, and afterwards 
in entertaining a Paſſion ſo contrary to her Ma- 
trimomal Vow, made it but juſt ſhe ſhould re- 
ceive ſuch Treatment: But as ſhe was of a Na- 
ture too 1mpatient to reflect on what ſhe had 
done amiſs, ſo ſhe had alſo too much Pride to en- 
dure the Puniſhment without Agonies, which 
ſometimes brought her into a Condition little 
differing from Madneſs. —— She complained of 
e her 
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her ill Fate, but had none to remedy it. —She 
curs'd, but had none to aſſiſt her in her deſire of 

Vengeance. — Fancy cannot form an Idea of 
more conſummate Wretchedneſs than what this 
Lady ſuffer d, compell'd to obey, yet eager to 
command — wild to proclaim her Wrongs, yet 
obliged ro call em none, leſt by publiſhing her 
Husband's Faults ſhe ſhould give him a Pretence 
for expoſing her. | 


IDALTIA all this while paſt her Hours in 
thoſe Amuſements in which her Soul moſt de- 
lighted ; ſhe liſtning to the inceſſant Vows, and 
ſoft Infinuations which daily fell from the en- 
chanting Tongue of her ador'd Myrrauo, re- 
joiced to find him guilty of no other Infidelity 
than what his Fate compelled him to, and tranſ- 
ported that his Affections were rather heigh- 
ten'd than diminiſh'd, and utterly forgetting the 
ſolemn Proteſtation ſhe had made before ſhe fled 
from Vicenza, never, on any Terms, to yield to 
ſee him more, or think of him but with Diſdain 
and Hatred, a Monaſtery was now the leaſt of 
her Deſire; and tho he had not yet offer d at 
any Freedoms more than Innocence would al- 
low, there was a ſmall Probability that he 
would always continue to put fo great a Con- 
ſtraint on his Inclinations—yet did ſhe either 
not conſider it at all, or in ſo ſlight a manner 
as gave her no Pain———Thoſe Apprehenſions 
which had ſo much alarmed her, when, to pre- 
ſerve her Honour, ſhe hazarded all the Dangers 
of the Sea, were now no more—Lull'd in the 
pleaſing Lethargy of Love, Reflection ſlept, 
and all the vigorous Warnings of Virtue, Fame 
and Reputation, were in the ſoft Enchantment 
huſh'd 
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 huſh'd.ta-Peace—ſhe ſaw nothing but Myrtaze, 
heard nothing but Mrtano—her Soul, all diſ- 
ſolved in tender Languiſhments, had no. leiſure 
for any other Contemplation Ile ſoon per- 
ceived it, and with ſoothing Art by unperceiv'd 
degrees ſtole . gently from one Liberty to ano- 
ther, till at la, almoſt unawares even to her- 
ſelf, rk 2520 7 15 all ul Je er mam 
at, and thought the guilty Joy ſufficient C 

penſation for the Loſs of — N 


MrRTANo had an unfaſhionable Conſtancy 
in his Nature, which made him not eſteem 
Idalia the leſs for her giving him this laſt and 
greateſt Proof of 8 ſhe had for 
him—Poſeſſion was fo far from alating, that it 
rather excreas d the Ardour of his Affections 
he never ſaw her without new Deſires, each 
Look 1 oe unſatiated Langings, and ever 

Enjoyment was like the firſt, . or more. tranſ- 
porting. Thus for a time were both as bleſt 
as the Gratification of their utmoſt Wiſhes 
could make them, but guilty Pleaſures are ne- 
ver of any long Continuance; the inconſiderate 
Heart, which, quitting Virtue, places its whole 
Felicity in Love, ſooner or later, muſt confeſs 


the Error, and curſe in unavailing Penitence, the - 


luſcious Crime which lured them on to Ruin. 
The Senſe - enſlaved Myrtane, and his unthink- 
ing Miſtreſs, were not permitted to riot many 
Months in their unlicenſed Raptures, before as 
dreadful, as unforeſeen an Accident happen d, 
which was the occaſion of ſeparating them for 


Ever. 
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THE enraged Antonia perceiving it an Im- 
poſſihility ever to regain the Eſteem of her 
Husband, by the Meaſures ſhe took, and diſ- 
daining to make uſe of any ſofter Means, bent 
her whole Thoughts on Vengeance - the Con- 
tentment ſhe ſaw in the Eyes both of him and 
alia, put her beyond all Patience—ſhe could 
not beat it—and being, by Myrtano's Wateh- 
fulneſs, and Knowledge of her vindictive Na- 

ture, prevented from doing any Miſchief to either 
of them, reſolved to buy Revenge at any rate, 
ſhe ar laſt form d a Deſigu which ſhe thought 
could not fail of anſwering her End—Whar is it 2 
that Deſperation is not capable of performing? | Wi. 
-— Thoſe who value not their own Lives, with 1 

Eaſe may reach that of another S and Death 158 
to her was but a trivial Ill, in compariſon with [308 
what ſhe endured in Life —ſhe was willing to ! 
plunge into Perdition herſelf, provided ſhe I 
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could but drag the Perſons ſhe | hated along 

with her. To facilitate her horrid Purpoſe, ſhe 

affected to be much more ſatisfied in her Mind 
than of late ſhe had been, and with an Air of ( 
Humiliation ſaid to Myrtano, That being fully | 

convinced that the Misfortune of eſtranging his 
Affections from her, had been wholly owing to 
her own ill Management, ſhe was now ſtruck 
with ſo ſincere a Contrition for what ſhe had 
done, that could ſhe but obtain a Pardon from 
him and Idalia, ſhe would forſake the World, 
and retire to a Cloyſter, and by her future Acts 
of Piety aud Devotion, endeavour to expiate for 
the Errors of the paſt. He was too well ac- 
quainted with her Art of feigning, to depend 
much on the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, but 
: | would 
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would not ſeem to queſtion it, leſt if ſhe had 
really the ' Intentions ſhe pretended, (as twas 
; not impoſſible but ſhe might) his Suſpicion 
ſhould throw her into her former Violence of 
Temper, and. occaſion a Change in her Reſolu- 
tion, than the Execution of which nothing could 
have given him a greater Satisfaction: He com- 
municated what had been told him, and his 
Sentiments of it, to 1dalia, who join'd in his 
opinion, that there was ſcarcega Hope ſhe 
Mould in good earneſt be ſo alter'd, and alſo 
that it was proper for em both however to 
counterfeit a Credulity, that by ſeeming un- 
guarded, they might the better penetrate into 
her Deſigns. But that required more Skill than 
either of them were pofleſs'd of, the ſubtile 
Antonia laid her Scheme too deep to be fa- 
thom'd by all their Artifices ; ſhe behaved in 
ſuch a magner, that it was impoſſible not to 
believe her an entire Convert ; ſhe pray'd, faſt- 
ed, wept, nay really ſent to the Convent of 
Pour Clairs, entreating they would accept of 
her, which being granted, and every thing pre- 
pared for going, ſhe begg'd that her Husband 
and Idalia would paſs an Hour or two in her 
Apartment, and accept of a little Repaſt with 
her, before ſhe took her everlaſting Leave: ſhe 
ſaid ſhe could not promife herſelf an entire 
'Forgiveneſs of them, without they obliged her 
in this Requeſt. Neither of them could hand- 
| ſomely refuſe her, tho alia would have been 
| better pleaſed to have been excuſed ; but the 
[8 - Conſideration ' that it was the laſt time ſhe - 
[| ſhould ever be ſhock'd with her Preſence, made 
| her the more eaſily comply. 
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A very noble Collation was provided, and 
Antonia {till continuing to wear her Countenance 
of Mildneſs, taking up a large Silver Cup, 
which ſhe had order'd to be fill'd with Wine 
Here, Madam, ſaid ſhe, may all Offences be- 
© tween us be for ever buried in Oblivion 
and you (purſued ſbe, turning to Myrtano) my 
once loved Husband, and I hope my everlaſt- 
ing Friend, tho in this World, Heaven, and 
my own Misfortunes, ſeparate me from you, 
may we in another taſte all thoſe Joys which 
are denied me here—Pledge me, both of you, 
or I ſhall think you have but half forgiven. 
thoſe Faults which Paſſion, Youth, and Inad- 
vertency have made me guilty of.” Myrtano 
could not hear theſe Words, which were ac- 
company d with a Shower of well - diſſembled 
Tears, without diſſolving too; and now fully be- 
lieving ſhe was in earneſt, could not help pity- 
ing her Condition—He took the Cup out of 
her Hand with a deep Sigh, but being about to 
drink, a Servant who ſtood at the Door obſerv- 
ing all that paſt, ran haſtily to him, and ſnatch- 
ing from his Lips the fatal Draught, cry'd, 
What is it you would do, Signior? This 
Wine is mingled with ſome pernicious Drug.“ 
What means the Fellow! (interrupted be) doſt 
thou not ſee Antonia has drank of it e But 
do not you (reſum*d the other) I ſaw her when 
_ * ſhe believed no Eye but Heaven's was Wit- 
* neſs of the Deed, take from her Pocket a lit- 
tle Vial full of ſomething, which I believe 
was Poiſon, and pour it in that Cup, then 
call'd for Wine, and mingled them together.” 
* *Tis falſe, (cry d Antonia) tis falſe ; and thou, 
"i Me- 
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© Myrtano, haſt ſuborn'd this Villain to accuſe 
me, on purpoſe to make me hateful to the 
* World, and rob me of that Compaſſion which 
my Sufferings merit. Hold, Madam (ſaid 
©. Myrtano, ſtrangely amax d) moderate your Paſ- 
© ſion, if wrong' d, you ſhall have Juſtice. Tell 
© me (continued he ſterniy, to the Fellqw) by what 
© means came you to ſee this Action of your 
Lady, which you ſay ſhe did with ſo much 
Privacy.“ I was coming into the Room (xe- 
© 'ph'*d he, with an aſſur d Accent) ignorant that 
any body was in it, to fetch ſomething I had 
forgot, and left there, when I had lighted up 
Candles: but as I was opening the Door, I 
* ſaw my Lady, without being ſeen by her, for 
her Back was towards me; but ſtanding oppo=- 
© ſite to a great Glaſs and Candle by her, I had 
© the opportunity of diſcovering what ſhe Was 
about plainly ſaw her mix the Liquors, 
* which I ſhould not have ſuſpected to be Poi- 
* ſon, had I not alſo heard her ſpeak to herſelf 
© theſe Words—Revenge is more than Life—and 
© preſently after, I cannot feel the Pains of Hel, 
© while I ſee them in em (ſaid ſhe ;) Damnation 
will be Pleaſure, if they ſhare it with me. This, 
© Signior (continued he, bowing) was ſufficient to 
make me tear ſhe had ſomething. more in agi- 
tation than ſhe pretended, and obliged me to 
watch to whom that Cup was offered.“ O 
tis all a monſtrous Lye (interrupted ſhe) you 
© ſee he contradicts himſelf ; he ſays tis Poiſon, 
and that he watch'd to whom I offer'd i. 
* Did I not myſelf firſt drink, and would I 
deſtroy myſelf ??*——* I know not (ſaid Myr- 
tano) to what Extremes you may have had 
- Tecourle, but if you have here mixed any Ingre- 

- cients 
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* dients unfit for me to take thus I diſappoint 
* your Aim.“ With theſe Words he took the 
Cup out of the Fellow's Hand, and daſh'd all 
that was in it on the Floor. This Action made 
Antonia throw off the Mask of meek Humiliry, 
and appear the Fury. Bur T will not be dife 
appointed, cry d ſhe, ſnatching a Sword which by 
* accident lay on the Window, and running at Ida- 
© ha; nor Heaven nor Earth ſhall ward w 
Vengeance here. But ſhe ſoon found herſe 

miſtaken, Myrtano was quick enough to wreſt the 
Weapon from her, with theſe words: Vile 
* Woman ! ſaid he, now you appear yourſelf; 
but as the ſhameful Paſſion you had for this 
Lady, while you believed her in a Capacity 
© of returning it, preſerved her once from my 
* miſtaken Rage, ſo ſhall my Care both now 
© and ever ſhield her from your Malice.“ And 
* muſt T then die alone (cry'd fhe in a diſtratted 
* Tone) muſt all I have done ſerve but to leave 
; you free for the Embraces of a Rival?—and 
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muſt ſhe, that hated Cauſe of all my Miſery, 

be bleſt when J am no more —0 Torment 
* worſe than Hell—fnatch—ſnatch me, Fiends, 
there's not a Spirit damn'd among you feels 
half my Pains— Tes, I confeſs T would have 
poiſoned both, and twas the only Joy 
Thought could allow my loft, forlorn Condi- 
© tion, that I ſhould ſee you, curſing each o- 
ther in che Pangs of Death for thoſe hot 
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*-ſire, had ſne but periſhed with me, I would 
have abſolved my Fate of all Injuſtice.* In 
this manner did ſhe rave, till Don Myrtano, 
thinking what was moſt proper to be done, after 
having took the trembling alia out of the 
Room, ſent for Phyſicians to endeavour, if poſ- 
ſible, to expel the envenom'd Draught before 
it had operated too far. But they ſoon found 
ſhe had not drank a ſufficient Quantity to en- 
danger Life, tho it happen'd not thro Care, ha- 
ving no other deſign than to die with thoſe her 
Revenge was ſo zealous to ſend out of the 
World; knowing the very Manner of their 
Deaths could not be kept a Secret, and that 
the Law would not ſuffer ſuch Murders to go 
unpuniſh'd. In ſpite of the Impatience of her 
Temper, which, longer than elſe it would have 
been, protracted her Recovery, ſhe was perfectly 
well in a few Days; but this Adventure being 
whiſper'd about from one to the other (as in 
ſuch a Family it could not be otherwiſe) made 
ſo great a noiſe in Rome, that it came at laſt to 
the Ears of his Zlinefs : he had a particular re- 
gard for Myrtano, on the account of his good 
Qualities, and for Antonia, as ſhe was Niece to 
Count Miramont, for whom he had had a very 
great Friendſhip ; and being concerned to hear 
of ſo unhappy a Diſturbance between them, 
ſent for them to know the Truth of the Affair. 
| Myrtano would have gloſs'd it over in as plau- 
ſible a manner as he could, but his enraged: 
Wife, whoſe Fury was not in the leaſt abated, 
rejoic'd in this Opportunity of expoſing him 
and Halia, which ſhe did in the moſt bitter 
and invective Terms her Malice could invent: 
and this Proceeding obliged him, in Yee” 

4 lay 
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lay open all her Actions, her Intention to mur- 
der that Lady while at Vicenza, the baſe, Con- 
trivance of the Letter which drove her from -- 
that Place, Poiſon which Ardellu by her [ 
Orders gave the unknown. Perſgn, who-proved | 1 f 
to be her Brother Don Honorius del Miramont ; 1 
her Paſſion for Idalia while ſhe believed her to | © 808 
be a Man; and laſtly, her Deſign of poiſoning. 8 
both him and her. So monſtrous a Catalogue =_ 
of Vices turn'd the Holy Examiner intirely a- 1 
gainſt her, he could no longer endeavour to | 1 "ly 
perſuade them to a Reconciliation, and told a8 
Antonia ſhe was a Woman of too dangerous a 153] 
Diſpoſition to be left at her own Liberty, and _ a 
therefore -order'd ſhe ſhould be forthwith con- 
fin'd for Life in that very Convent of Pour Clairs, 
which ſhe had pretended to go to out of Devo- 
tion. As for Myrtano, he chid him a little for gi- 
ving cauſe of Provocation, and cold him he muſt 
reſolye to part with Aalia, it being conſiſtent 
with neither of their Reputations to live toge- 
ther; and that it was not only the Ruin of 
their own Souls to continue in chat Courſe of 
Life, but alſo of Antonias, who would never 
be a thorough Convert till ſne was eaſed of the | 
Torments of Jealouſy: He cloſed the - pious 48 
Exhortations he had made as Prieſt, with a po- 43% 
ſitive Command as Pope and Supreme Dictator, 4 
that Idalia ſhould quit his Houſe immediately, 4X 
and from that moment he ſhould refrain her | 38 
Company. This laſt Sentence ' afforded ſome 1. 
Contentment to the reſtleſs Hate of Antonia, _ 
and ſhe obey'd her own with leſs Reluctance, 22 

as ſenſible they would not be leſs miſerable in 128 
being ſeparated from each other, than ſhe was 
221! Brat; III. ren orbits ieee 
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114 8 1 DALIA: or, 
in the Diſappointment of the Revenge ſhe pur- 


BUT what Tongue is able to expreſs the 
Deſpair the poor alia fell into, when Myrtano 
brought her home theſe doleful Tidings? At 
firſt he had power only to inform her with his 

Eyes that he had ſomething fatal to unfold, but 
the dreadful Secret muſt be told, and burſting 
Sighs, half Words, and broken Sentences, at 
laſt made her know the worſt . ſhe wept, 
ſwoon' d, almoſt dy'd away, while he was 
ſpeaking. Nor were his Agonies inferior to 
thoſe which ſhe endured : but there was no re- 
fiſting a Power, ſuch as that which had decreed 
their Misfortune, at leaſt while they continued 
at Rome all that remained to prop up falling 
Hope, was a Promiſe he made her of removing 
as 100n as he could diſpoſe of what Effects he 
had there, either out of the Pope's Dominions, 
or to ſome remote part of em, whence no In- 
telligence of their Behaviour might reach his 
knowledge. This comforted her a little, and 
ſhe went' to a Houſe where he had provided 
her a Lodging, and Servants to attend her. Tt 
happen d to be in a very pleaſant part of the 
City,; next door to a Monaſtery of Benedictiues, 
among whom being a great number of Ladies 
of the beſt Families in Rome, he hoped by being 


acquainted with them, and viſiting there ſome- 


times, ſhe might find ſome Alleviation to her 
Sorrows. It was ſome time before ſhe could 
bring herſelf even to wiſh to receive any Con- 
folation, but being by his daily Importunities 
(for he conſtantly writ to her) prevailed on to 
divert herſelf by all the means that were in her 

power, 
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power, ſhe one day took a little Walk in the 

Cloyſter Gardens; while ſhe was there, the Bel 

rung, and having a little Curioſity to ſee the 
Nuns at Prayers, went into the Chapel, where 
almoſt the firſt ſhe caſt her Eyes on was a Face 
perfectly known to her, tho ſhe, could not pre- 
ſently recollect where ſhe had ſeen it; but go⸗ 
ing a little nearer, ſhe ſoon knew the Lady to 


be the beautiful Bellraixia, Who, ſhe thought, 
had periſhed in the Storm from which herſelf 
had ſo narrowly eſcaped.” The high Eſteem ſhe 
had conceived for her, made her extremely glad 
to ſee her fate, but the finding her in that So- 
ciety, ſo contrary to the Religion ſhe had been 
educated in, and her Engagements with Abdo- 
mar, gave her an adequate Concern, not doubt- 
ing but that unhappy Gentleman was loſt. She 
long' d impatiently for the end of the Ceremo- 
ny, that ſhe might be informed what had oc- 
gaſion'd ſo ſtrange an Alteration, and ſingling 
herſelf from the Crowd, and ſtanding in a Cor- 


ner of the Chapel, as near as ſhe could to that 


Place where the Nuns go out, ſhe gave her a 
little pluck by the Sleeve as ſhe paſs'd by 
which the fair Nun perceiving, made a ſtop, and 


looking on 1dalia, immediately knew her. There 


_ paſs'd ſeveral Congratulations between them for 
their mutual Deliverance from ſo imminent a 
Danger; but the Place they were in not allow- 
ing any long Converſation, Idalia could be made 
acquainted with no more at that time than that 
Abdomar had alſo been preſerved ; and the be- 
ing told this was no ſmall Addition to the Sur- 
prize ſhe had been in before, which the beau- 
tiful Onvert eaſily diſcerning, told her with a 
Smile her Wonder ſhould be ſatisfied, if ſhe 
718-1 i 2 would 
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would favour her with a Viſit the next Day, 
which 7dalia aſſuring that ſhe would, took her 
—_— 7 Wer her 


AT the time appointed ſhe enquired for 
her at the Grate, where a Couple of young 
Dewvottes were ſtanding, and was anſwer'd by 
one of them, that as for Bellraizia, they knew 
nothing of her by that Name, but that a Lady 


of a foreign Nation had lately entred herſelf 


among them, which *twas probable was the 
fame ſhe enquired for, for ſhe had been but 
lately chriſten'd, and was call'd Thereſa. Idalia 
Imagining it might be ſhe, deſired to ſee her, 
and the others very obligingly ran to fetch her, 
who was indeed the fame. After a little Diſ- 
courſe on ordinary Affairs, Idalia expreſſing her 
Impatience to know what had been the occa- 
fon of this ſudden Tarn in her Principles, as 
well as Affairs, entreated ſhe would give a So- 
lution to what at preſent appear'd ſo great a 
Riddle: I muſt be more rude and unpolite 
than the moſt ignorant of the Country I came 
from, (anſwer d the lovely Proſelyte) if I ſhould 
"refuſe to ſatisfy a Demand which ſo obliging- 
© ly teſtifies you take ſome little Intereſt in my 
«beers, and have not forgot the Friendſhip 
we promiſed to each other, at a time when 
neither of us expected to meet in any other 
Place than that which we then were in. But 
becauſe to relate only what has befallen me 
fince T had the Happineſs of ſeeing you, would 
render the Hiſtory of my Life imperfe&, if 
you pleaſe I will run over, with as much Bre- 
vity as the ſeveral Incidents will permit, the 
-. remainder of thoſe Misfortunes, * the 
* wo To . 5 em- 
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The Unfurnmate deli ri 


© Tempeſt oblig'd me to break off.” Idalia thank- 
ing her with a low Bow for the Trouble ſhe 
© was about to give herſelf, ſat down to liſten 
to what ſhe ſaid, which was in this manner. 
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The Continuance of the Hiſtory of 
Abdomar aud Bellraizia. : 


Was confined ( ſaid ſbe) in the manner I 
told you for ſeveral Days before I ſaw any 
Perſon from whom I could learn any News how 
Abdomar had been diſpoſed of; which gave me 
a rack of Thought infinitely ſuperior to what 
J felt on my. own account. The firſt that viſit- 
ed me was Zatilda, enjoin'd by her Father, and 
mine, and Mulyxeden (as ſhe did not fail of let- 
ting me know) to dive into my Sentiments, and 
find out if poſſible the Truth of the whole 
Affair between me and Abdomar : becauſe the 
Poſture he had been found in by the Prince, made 
them all poſitive that I had been made acquaint- 
ed with his Paſſion. And nothing, ſhe told me, 
could convince them that I had not only liſtned 
to, but alſo allow'd of his Courrſhip, if I did 
not inſtantly conſent to ratify the Contract with 
Mulhxeden. You may believe twas with an in- 

expreſſible Trouble ſhe brought me theſe T? 
dings, not doubting but that I ſhould be oblig'd 
to comply, to the eternal Ruin of her Hopes; 
but I aſſur'd her to the contrary by all the Aſſe- 
verations I could make; proteſting I would ra- 
ther die than make her ſo unhappy, if no other 
Obſtacle but my Friendſhip to her had inter» 
| 1 pos d 
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pos d; but as I lov'd the charming Abdomar, and 
was beloved by him with an equal Height of 
Paſſion, tho” his Generofity obliged him to con- 
ceal it trom me, no Threats, no Tortures ſhould 
force me to act ſo contrary both to my own 
Wiſhes and theirs, who of all the World were 
deareſt ro me. My renewing the Vows I had 
before made her on this ſcore, diſſipated great 
part of the Chagrin ſhe brought with her; but, 
alas ! ſhe had it not in her power to give any 
Relief to mine, having been able to learn 2 
concerning Aldomar, but that he was in cloſe 
Priſon, and that Mulyzeden was yet irreſolute 
what Sentence to paſs on him. All the dread- 
ful Examples of which I had heard, or read of 
Jealous Love, came into my Head the moment 
me told me this: I fancy'd I faw him bleeding, 
dying, for my ſake, and begg'd Zatilda for her 
own ſake (ſince nothing elſe could give her the 
Happineſs ſhe wiſh'd) and for the ſake of us 
all, to permit me to reveal the Secret of her 
Faſſion for Muh eden: That ( ſaid I) once 
known, will oblige the King not to take it ill 
that I refus'd to do, what done would make 
* his Daughter wretched. —— My Father 
will not dare to force my Inclinations againſt 
the Intereſt of his Princeſs, and Muh eden 
cannot but glory in the Exchange. —— All 
of us may be happy in our ſeveral Wiſhes, 
| would you conſent.” — But all I could urge 
was in vain to win this modeſt Princeſs to 
gie me the Liberty I ask'd ; ſhe ſwore rather 
to die than proffer Love, and we parted with- 
out being able to reſolve on any thing for our 
common Satisfaction. Fils 
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IT muſt be only the Imagination of a Per- 
ſon involv'd in the ſame Perplexities I was, can 
figure an Idea of what Iendur'd in the Refle- 
ction of my unhappy State; but as I was fit» 
ting alone, after Zatilda had left me, the Win- 
dows being open for Coolneſs, I ſaw ſoinething 
fly in at one of them, and fall at my Feet; ſtoop- 
ing to take it up, I perceived it was a Paper, 


Lines, which I too often repeated to forget, 
and were in this manner. | 


| To the Divine BEL LANAIZ 1A. 

I Believe it needleſs to inform you, that the Poſture 
KA 7 was found in by my Prince, has occaſioned a 
Jealouſy of me: But I confeſs I have not Generofity 


enough to ſuffer ſo great a Misfortune as the Loſs of | 


his Friendſhip without wiſhing to be pity'd by her, for 
whom I am content to endure greater Ils. Mulyze- 
den accuſes me, moſt excellent Princeſs, of adoring 
you ; And, oh ! I acknowledge the involuntary Crime, 
But as my Lips have ne er offended by any preſumptu- 


ous Declarations, I hope, tho he cannot, Goodneſs 
like your's will pardon a Tranſgreſſion, which I doubt 


not but I have as many Sharers in, as there are Souls 
to be ſenfible of your Perfections. I am but this mo- 
ment releaſed from my Confinement, and in a. few 
Hours muſt leave Barbary for ever. All I entreat, 
for my ſelf, is your Forgiveneſs, and that you will be- 
lieve the Crime, for which I am baniſb d, I never 
ſhould have had the Boldneſs to reveal, had I not been 
aſſured you would have known it without me. | 


Nx next Requeſt, is, that you will do that Jus 
ſlice to my Prince, which his unbounded Paſſion, and 
ST - H4 a 


which haſtily opening, I found it contained theſe 
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Tit - And my laſt to the Gods, that the choiceſt Ble, 


fings in their power to give, may ever be the Portion 
of you both, whatever 7s decreed for [D--1 
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IN what manner ſhall I make you ſenſible 
of the tender Languiſhments which at the read- 
ang this took up my Soul? —— But *twas not 
long that ſoft Confuſion laſted, the Reflection 
1 that he was going, that I ſhould never ſee him 
0 more, embittered all the Sweets which the Con- 
1 templation of ſo generous a Paſſion had afford- 
ed. — But why ſhould I detain you with the 
particular Emotions which agitated me accord- 
ing as the different Thoughts roſe in me. — In 
fine, I lov'd, and could not bear to loſe him. — 
bu All the Remonſtrances of Honour, Grandeur, 
_=_- Reputation, were ſilenced by the more power- 
4 ful Calls of Love; ſince he was baniſh'd, I re- 
il} ſolved to be the Partner of his Exile, whatever 
mould enfue. — You'll ſay, conſidering the Cir- 
cumſtance I then was in, this was a Reſolution 
which promiſed little Facility in the Execution ; 
yet difficult as it was, the Paſſion which promp- 
ted it, inſpired me alſo with a Contrivance to 
perform it. I bribed one of my Women to 
procure me a Suit of Clothes, ſuch as our Negro 
Slaves are wont to wear, and oyling my Face, 
and afterwards rubbing it over with ſome Pow- 
der, made of the Shells of Cheſnuts, and rying 
up my Hair cloſe to my Head, and covering it 
with a little taffety Cap, made my ſelf appear 
fo like one of thoſe I deſign'd to paſs for, that I 
had nor the leaſt Fear of being ſuſpected. 1 A 


5 


ſo prevailed on the ſame Woman, whom I had 
made my Confident, to put on my Clothes; and 
if any Perſon from the King, Prince Mulyzeden, or 
my Father, ſhould happen to be ſent ſoon after T 
was gone, to lie down on the Bed, feigning an In- 
diſpoſition, that they might not diſcover it was 
any other than my ſelf that ſpoke ; and exacted 
a ſolemn Vow from her, that whatever happen- 
ed, ſhe ſhould not confeſs ſhe knew any thing of 
my Eſcape, to any other Perſon but Zatilda 
Every thing anſwered my Wiſh 3 Abdomar 
having leave till the next Morning to prepare 
for his Journey, IT mingled with his Train, and 
found Means to be entertained among them. I 
now thought my ſelf moſt happy, fo eaſily can 
Love anſwer for the want of all things elſe ; not 
that I was ſo abandoned to Modeſty as to diſco- 
ver myſelf to him I had run ſuch Risks to fol- 
low; no, I propoſed no other Satisfaction' in this 
Flight than to avoid Mulyzeden, and enjoy the 
Preſence of the Man TI loved; and indeed it was 
a Felicity unconceivable that I took in thus, un- 
known by him, obſerving all his Motions, in 
which I found nothing but what ſerved more to 


encreaſe my Admiration and Eſteem. | 

BUT, alas ! this Scene of innocent Delight 
met witha ſudden Interruption : We had not tra- 
velled above fifty Miles from the Court of Bar- 
bary before we were overtaken, and ſeized by a 
Party of the King's Horſe ſent after in purſuit 
of us. Abdomar demanding the Reaſon, was 


anſwered by the Captain, That he muſt bring 


back the Princeſs Bellraizia, or diſcover where 
ſhe was, ſince ſhe had made her Eſcape, and 
'TWas believed by his Inſtigations.— Abdomar 
ME. Oo exprelt 
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expreſt the higheſt Concern, as well as Aſto- 
niſhment, at hearing this; but proteſted, as ve- 
ry well he might, that he was entirely innocent 
of it: But this could not ſerve his turn, the 
Captain was obliged to obey Orders, and we 
were all brought back, and Abdomar was imme- 
diately conducted into the Council Chamber, 
where all that had Intereſt in it were aſſembled 
to examine him concerning me. The Hor- 
rors I endured while this laſted, were ſuch as 
it would be impoſſible to deſcribe. I imagined 
that his Innocence would ſtand him in but lit- 
tle ſtead to defend him againſt a Party, who 
were reſolved to think him guilty ; nor was 

miſtaken, they disbelieving all he ſaid, and ima- 
gining that if I were not really in his Company 
it was on his account I had left Barbary, an 

that there was ſome Place agreed on for our 
meeting, ordered he ſhould be rack'd to make 
him confeſs... This Doom being paſt, he was 
brought out, and the Sight of thoſe Men by 
him, whom I knew to be the common Execu- 
tioners of thoſe kind of Torments, made me 
know to what he was decreed ; and wild with 


© Princeſs, and clear his Innocence.“ Every 


7 v3 3 


formed the King of what I ſaid ; on which, the 
1 | * 
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Torments decreed for Abdomar were ſuſpend» 
ed, and my ſelf and he introduc'd. 57 


Y O U may believe how greata Damp *cwas 
to me, when I ſaw the King, my Father, Mul;- 
reden, and all the Prime of the Nobility, betore 
whom I muſt either diſcover what I had done, 
and the Reaſons which occaſioned it, or ſuffer 
the i gg Weight of their Indignation to fall 
on him, who was infinitely dearer to me than 
either Life or Honour : 'Therefore being de- 
manded what I had to offer in the Defence of 
Abdomar, and what I knew of Bellraizia, I 
boldly anſwered what they ask'd with another 
Queltion, which was, That if I proved the 
Princeſs's Flight unknown to Abdomar, whe- 
ther they had any other Crimes to accuſe him 


of > And all of them aſſuring me, that if I did 


ſo, he was entirely at his Liberty, nothing far 
ther having been alledged againſt him; I pull'd 
off my Cap, and letting my Hair fall about my 
Shoulders : See here then, (ſaid 1, with'a Cuu- 
rage which I have been ſince ſurprized at my ſelf) 


© See here that Bellraixia whom you ſeek, and 


* whom nothing but the Guilt of permitting an 
innocent Perſon to ſuffer for a Crime ſhe alone 
© 15 guilty of, ſhould have obliged to have diſco- 
© vered herſelf either to you, or any other! 
The Amazement the whole Aſſembly was in, 
gave me leave to make a farther Explanation of 
my Meaning, and I recounted to them the A- 
verſion I had for Mulzeden, my Paſſion for Ab- 
domar even before I had the leaſt Hope he would 
return it, and in fine the whole Truth of my 
Proceedings, bating what concern'd Zatilda ; 
and indeed it had happened much better, 5 
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had alſo diſcovered that, but ſhe had bound me 
in ſo ſtrict a. Promiſe, that I durſt not break 
through it without her Conſent. To give you a 
Deſcription of the different Agitations which 
I ſaw in the Countenances of the three I had 
moſt reaſon to obſerve, the King, my Father, and 
the Prince, would be too tedious; ſo J ſhall on- 
ly ſay, the Fury which I ſaw in one, could be 
equall'd only by the others. All were alike in- 
cens d, tho* for contrary Reaſons. _ 


I could not be a Judge in what manner Al- 
domar heard ſo unexpected a Diſcovery, both 
becauſe he ſtood a little behind me, and alſo 
that Shame ' would have prevented me from 
looking on him with that Earneſtneſs which I did 
on the others. But if one may form a Judgment 
by the Paſſion he has ſince proved he was in- 
 #pired with, his Emotions muſt at that time be 
more than ordinary. But to return to my Re- 
lation: My Father was the firſt that broke Si- 
lence, and. looking on me with an Eye that 
ſparkled with Indignation, It is not (ſaid he) 
this ſhametul accuſing of yourſelf that ought 
to skreen that Traytor from the hands of 
-*-Juſtice?— Les, (interrupted Mulyzeden, uo 
£ beſs fiercely) tis plain he is guilty ; for tho 
the Princeſs has ſo ingloriouſly condeſcended 
to yield to his Defires, I never ean believe 
ſhe would be brought to it without Profeſſions, 
ſuch as ſhe thought merited her Compaſſion. | 
Tis falſe (reſum'd 1, enraged that all I could do | 

was like to be ineſfectual;) and thou, unbe- | 
lieving Prince! deſerveſt not to be bleſs'd 
With ſuch a Friend as Aldomar. Then 1 
pluck d out of my Pocket the Letter he had | 
bag | thrown | 
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thrown in at my Window, Which was a ſuffi- 
cient Teſtimony that he never had ſo much as 
declared his Paſſion for me, much leſs had impor- 


tuned me to go with him, to back what I ſaid. 


The Princeſs Zatilda, who hearing what had 
paſs'd the firſt time that Abdomar had been ex- 
amin'd in the Council, and well knowing he 
had no ſhare in my Flight, ſtept into the Room 
to clear him of this Charge, and immediately 
knowing me, vouch'd the Truth of what I had 
alledged. All theſe Witneſles inclin'd the King, 
whe was a perfe& Lover of Juſtice, however 
prejudicial it might be to his Intereſt, to recall 
the Sentence he had paſs d on Abdomar ; at 
which Mulyzeden,whoſe Rage wasnothing abated 
by the Knowledge that what I had done had 
proceeded only from my own inconſiderate Paſ- 
fion, and thinking himſelf affronted on all tides, 
turning to the King, © Your Majeſty, ſaid he, 
a may, whenever you pleaſe, revoke your own 
* Decrees, but neither Heaven nor Earth ſhall 
debar me from the Proſecution of mine——L 
have vow'd the 'Traytor's Death, and thus I 
make it good.“ In ſpeaking theſe words he 
ran at Aldomar with all the Fierceneſs of an 
inveterate Malice, but that injured Gentleman 
did not. now, as he had done before, bow to 
receive the Wound he offer d/; but ſnatching a 
Sword from a Lord that ſt bl near him, put 
himſelf in a poſture of Defence as ſoon as he 
perceived the Prince's Deſign: Time was 

aid he) J would have welcom'd Death, but 

now have cauſe to value Life, and muſt, and 
will defend it for the Divine Billraixia, tho 

againſt you, next to her deareſt to my Sona, — 
8 Vihain, thou lyeſt (reſumed the amy ) nor 
4 L ſhall 
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< ſhall. thy Flattery move me to Forgiveneſs.? 
The Guards, which waited at the Door, were 
call'd in immediately, and having parted them 


by the King's Command, bore Aldemar to the 
ſame Priſon he had been in before, not that he 


was to be treated any longer as a Criminal, but 
his Majeſty thought it moſt convenient for his 
Safety, to ſecure him there from the Fury of 


Mulyzeden. He made me a lou Reverence, with 


ſuch an inexpreſſible Tenderneſs in his Eyes, ſo 
ſott an Extaſy for what I had declared, as was 
beyond what any Words could have acknow- 
ledged ; but I, tho I obſerved it with as much 
Rapture as my Circumſtances would allow, was 
in too much Confuſion to make any Return to 
the endearing Charm: But when he was gone, 
and I was left alone to the Upbraidings of the 
whole Aſſembly (for there was not one there 
who did not blame my Conduct) what did I 
not endure! None but Zatilda took my part, 
and endeavour'd to excuſe my Proceedings, by 
pleading the Force of that unconquerable Paſ- 
ſion which had been the cauſe of them; but 
ſhe was immediately ſilenced by her Father ask- 
ing her how ſhe came to be ſo well acquainted 
with Emotions ſo contrary to Reaſon, and to 
Honour. But Prince Muhzeden, who ſtill loved 
me, entreated them to ceaſe any further Re- 
proaches, and told me, that if I would permit 
him to eſpouſe my Cauſe, by giving him that 
Happineſs my Vows had long ſince made his 
Due, all I had done for Abdomar ſhould be 
forgot. No, Sir (ſaid 1) J have not gone ſo 
* far in the Race of Paſſion to go back—I own 
* your Generoſity, but 'tis Aldomar alone I can 
* love.'— As I was proceeding, my Father in- 

Rs terrupted 


4 


terrupted me, crying out, Degenerate Girl ! 
© unworthy the Regard of this noble Prinoe 


but in the Puniſhment J will inflict on thee, | 


© he ſhall perceive how I reſent the Indignity 
© thou haſt offer'd him Here (continued he, to 
© ſome of the Guards)" bear her to her Apartment, 
© and let her be ſhifted of theſe diſhonourable 
© Rags—theſe ſhameful Witneſſes of her Folly.” 
The Princeſs Zatilda had leave to accompany 
me, but had it not in her power to give me 
much Conſolation, or to receive it herſelf; and 
I believe never two had more Diſtraction in 
their Thoughts than we—lI again endeavour d, 
by all the Arguments I was Miſtreſs of, to per- 
ſuade her to permit me to reveal the kind 
Thoughts ſhe had of Mulyxeden, but ſhe was 
ſtill obſtinate, and would liſten to nothing 1 
could ſay on that ſcore, and conjured me afreſh' 
never to let the Secret ſlip; but Providence 
brought it to light without my Breach of Pro- 
miſe, and we might all have been happy, if 
Modeſty, which in others is the greateſt Vir- 
tue, had not, by its Exceſs, been her Enemy, 
and diſappointed the Aim of Heaven. One of 


my Women, who, it ſeems, had been appointed” 


to attend me only as a Spy, liſten*d to the Con- 
verſation we had together, and related it to 
both our Fathers, which you may gueſs was no 


ſmall ſurprize to them; but mine was ſo much 


vexed at it, as believing this would certainly 


take away all hope of my ever being Princeſs of 


Fez, that croſſing his Ambition, he fell into a 
Fever, of which he died. The King ſer me 


at liberty immediately after his Death, but 


would not diſoblige the Prince ſo much as to 
give me leave to marry Abdomar, Who was ſtill 
5 | in 
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in Confinement—atilda was yet ignorant that 
her Secret had been diſcover d; and the King 
perceiving that Mulyx eden ſtill had the ſame Paſ- 
ſion for me as ever, knew not which way to 
bring it about: but at laſt, finding his Daughter 
grow extremely ill (as that poor Princeſs had 
ever ſince been conſuming with inward Ago- 
nies) he propoſed the Matter to him. Never 
Man had a greater ſhare of Generoſity than 
that unhappy Prince, and he could not hear he 
was beloved by a Princeſs whom it was not his 
deſtiny to love, without an Infinity of Concern ; 
but nothing of thoſe. Sentiments, which were 
requiſite to make her happy, however the tender 
Concern which fill'd his Soul, might - poſſibly 
have ripened into ſomething more to her ad- 
vantage, had ſhe not put herſelf paſt the Pow- 
er of receiving it. The Diſcourſe the King had 
with him on this ſcore, was in the Palace - Gar- 
den, in that very Grotto where IJ had made the 
Diſcovery of the Paſſion which Abdomar had 
for me : The ill-fated Zatilda happened to be 
in one part of it, while they were in the other, 
and overheard all that paſſed; and overcome 
with Shame that the Secret was diſcovered, and 
gueſſing by the Anſwers which Mulyx eden made, 


that ſhe was like to receive no other Benefit by 


it than the Compaſſion of the Man ſhe loved, 
reſolved to put an end to the Miſeries ſne had 


endured, and full of Deſperation, plung'd that 


moment a Dagger into her Breaſt. The Noiſe 
which her Fall made among the Trees, and twi- 
ſted Branches, of which the Grotto was compoſed, 
obliged her Father, and the Perſon for whoſe 
ſake ſhe had done this, to riſe from their Seats, 
and look what twas occaſioned it ——It would. 

ö © 
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( 


* 


The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 129 


be needleſs to repeat the Lamentations of a 
molt tenderly loving Father, to find his only 
Child weltring in her Blood, and breathing her 
laſt ; or thoſe which Mulyzedey made, when he 
reflected he had been the Cauſe, tho" an inno- 
cent one: You may eaſily imagine they were ſui- 
table to the Occafion, and to the Characters 
of the Perſons concerned in it. The moſt eminent 
Surgeons were ſent for, but the fatal Weapon had 
reached too far, and ſhe lived no longer than 
to receive ſome Words of Compaſſion from him, 
who tho? he could not love, proteſted after he 
would gladly have exchanged Conditions, and 
bought the Preſervation of her Life at the Ex- 
pence of his own. | 
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VWHE N ſhe was gone, there was nothing 
in the Coaſt of Barbary which could induce me 
to ſtay in it: And having obtained Leave, I re- 
tired into the Country to a Caſtle which had 
been my Father's. Mulhxeden would not offer 
to oppoſe it, nor had made any Viſits to me 
ſince the Death of Zatilda, becauſe he would 
give no Umbrage to the King; and I hoped my 
abſenting my ſelf, fully convincing him that I ne- 
ver would be his, would oblige him to return 
to Fx, or at leaſt to ſet Abdomar at liberty, who, 
I was confident, as ſoon as he was ſo, would find 
ſome means to let me know it. Bur, alas ! that 
too conſtant Prince could not forget his Paſſion, 
all my Unkindneſs had not the Power of effacing 
my Idea in his Soul; he continued to love 
me with an Ardency which was unvanquiſha- 
ble but dy Death, which at laft he yielded to: 
and ſure if- any one ever had a broken Heart, he 
had, for he died of no other Diſeaſe but Grief. 
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IT have often wondred, that, conſidering the 
Sweetneſs of his Diſpoſition, he had allthis while 
kept Abdoma; in cuſtody 3 but Jealouſy, and 
diſappointed Love can know no Medium in their 
Rage : 'The Moment he was dead; the King 
gave Orders that he ſhould be diſcharged, — 
deſired he never would be ſeen in Barbary. J had 
an immediate Account of all things, and met 
him in the way : After a thouſand mutual De- 
monſtrations of the tendereſt Affection, we ex- 
changed Vows never to be parted more; and 
neither Barbary nor Fx promiſing much Secu- 
rity, he bethought him of buying a Ship, and 
living a Rover on the Sea, that being a Pro- 
vince where no mortal Prince had Power todrive 
us from: We had been eight Months without 
ever ſetting our Feet on Land, when that dread- 
ful Storm, in which we chought you loſt, ſhew- 
ed us. that Heaven denied its Approbation of 
our Love. However it prevail 'd not to ſeparate 
us. Claſp'd in each others Arms, we reſolv'd, 
ſince there was no hope of living, to die toge- 
ther; but when we thought ourſelves moſt in 
danger, we were moſt ſecure: that part of the 
Ship, in which we were, was that which was 
daſh'd againſt the Rock; and the other being 
rent forcibly away, this ſeemed faſtened to it, 
and the Storm immediately ceaſing, we remidivied 
in our tatter'd Caſtle, till fome Boats coming to 
our Relief, carry 'd us fate on Shore. 


IN the Houſe we were directed to, there 
was a Fryar, certainly the moſt holy of his Or- 
der: Being informed of part of our Story by 
Aldemar and my felf, he rold me very freely, 


that the Breach of my Vows to > Mulyzeden had 
: drawn 
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drawn the Vengeance of Heaven on me; and 
then began to argue with ſo divine a Zeal on the 
miſtaken Precepts of our Religion, that in a 
few Days he won us both to embrace the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which my Anceſtors had ſo ſhame- 
fully abjur'd. 'To expiate- the Sin of living ſo 
long in a State of Infidelity, he told us it was. 
neceſſary to do ſomething more than a bare Ac- 
knowledgment we had been in an Error; and, 
in fine, in ſpite of the unbated Paſſion we (till 
had for each other, he ' wrought on us both fo 
far as to prevail on us to take Orders: And by 
mortifying our Deſires in the tendereſt part, 
endeavour to appeaſe the Offences we had been 
guilty of. Abdomar, as well as my ſelf, ſub- 
mitted to it, and he is now with this good Fry- 
ar among the Capuchins, and I am ſettled here, 
where ſo unexpectedly I have had the good For- 
tune to meet a Perſon in whoſe Converſation I 
promiſe my ſelf much Comfort. 8 


TH E charming Convert here finiſhed her 
Narration, and /dalia reflecting on the Inſtabi- 
lity of that Felicity which only Love beſtows, 
began to grow exceeding melancholy, which the 
other- obſerving, entreated to know the Cauſe, 
and alſo what had befallen her ſince their Se- 
paration; which ſhe complying with, let 
the new-made Chriſtian know, that there were 
both Misfortunes and Inadvertencies occaſioned 
by Paſſion, as great as what ſhe had experi- 
enced. 


THE. viſiting this Lady was all the Conſo- 

lation Malia had in her Separation from Myrta- 

no ; but ſhe being ſoon after taken ill of ſo ma- 
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lignant a Fever that it was thought dangerous 
to approach her, ſhe not only loſt the Company 
of one whoſe Wit and Good-Humour often di- 
verted her from any deſpairing Thoughts, to 
which of late ſhe was too liable; but alſo of 
one Whoſe Strictneſs to the Principles ſhe had 
embrac'd, might in time have won her to a Be- 
lief that true Happineſs was only to be found 
in Virtue. And indeed in the Circumſtance ſhe 
then was, never Woman ſtood more in need of 
an Adviſer : the living in the manner ſhe had 
done with Myrtano, his Wife's Deſperation, and 
the Pope's Decree, had made too great a noiſe 
in Rome not to make her be publickly remark'd ; 
and emboldened by the Knowledge that ſhe had 
been a Miſtreſs, brought all the young and gay 
part of the Town to ſollicit for the ſameFavour : 
nay, ſome of them uſed ſo little Ceremony as to 
make her acquainted with their Deſigns on the 
firſt Viſit, and others treating her as a Conrtezan, 
demanded to know her Price. Some would a- 
gree with her for a Month, others for a Week; 
all the Inſults that Women of that Profeſſion are 
liable to, ſhe met with; which, conſidering the 
Haughtineſs of her Diſpoſition, could not be ex- 
pected but to drive her to Extreams. She writ 
daily to Mjrtazo, conjuring him to make what 
Expedition he could to leave Rome ; and he con- 
tinued to aſſure her, he was as impatient as her- 
ſelf : but things not being ready ſo ſoon as ſhe 
expected, ſhe grew tranſported and wild with 
the daily Affronts ſhe received, and was ready 
to lay violent Hands on her own Life, rather 
than endure them longer. She began to curſe the 
Cauſe which had reduced her to a Condition, 
ſuch as could give room for Liberties ſo contrary 
to 
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to what ſhe had been us d to receive, and could 
ſo ill bear. She wanted Revenge on all who 
durſt to uſe her in this manner. And not 
having it in her power, was ready to burſt with 
inward Spleen and ſtifled Indignation : In this 
enraged 'Temper, happening to look out of her 
Window, ſhe ſaw a young Chevalier paſs by, 
whom imagining ſhe had ſeen before, ſhe look- 
ed more earneſtly at, and ſoon diſcovered it to 
be Florez, the Villain who had firſt betray;/d her 
from her Father's Houſe, and been the Cauſe of 
all her Woe : A ſudden Thought came into her 
head at ſight of him; to be revenged on him 
for all, ſhe ſent a Servant after immediately, to 


watch where he went, which being informed 


of, ſhe ſat down, and diſguifing her Hand as 
much as poſſible, writ to him in this manner. 


To Don FTLOREZ. 
b Chevalier, ſo accompliſhed as you, cannot le 
| ſurprixed to be told the Impreſſion you have 
made on a Heart who pretends to a Capacity of di- 
ſtinguiſhing. — But I will not go about to tell 
you how much I am influenced by your Perfections, 
till T ſee how you approve the Conqueſt you have made 
over me : If you have an Hour to ſpare, beſtow it 
this Evening in the long Walk behind the Benedi- 
tine Nunnery, and juſt about the Cloſe of Day ycu 
_ ſhall meet 


Tour enamour d 


— 


Incognita: 


SHE did not doubt but the Vanity of his 
Diſpoſition would make him ſwallow the Bair 
22 — ſhe 
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ſhe had — for him, and fent it by à Ser- 
raat, charging him not to diſcover: either her 
Name,or where ſhe lived, if Forex. ſhould enquire, 
as *twas probable, he would, But the Fellow, 
who was Hired by JMjriano to attend her, and 
knew very well it was to him ſhe Was indebted 
for a Support, thought it a monſtrous Infidelity 
to ais Lord; and lead. of delivering it to Flo- 
#2; carried it directly to him: The Aſtoniſh- 
ment with Which he read it, is not to be ex- 
— but xeſolving to inform himſelf to what 
Lengths the Perfidy he imagined her guilty of 


would car ty her, he muffled himſelf up in his 


Cloak, and went himſelf at the appointed time 
to the Place of Aſſignation, where he had not 
waited long before he perceived her coming. 
There was ſo little difference in their Stature, 


that ſhe might be eaſily deceived ; and coming 
near him, "I believe, Signior, faid ſhe, you are 


© the Perſon I would ſpeak with : Are you not 
called Don Flores? e I am (reply d Myrtano 

in a low and feign d Voice.) © You had a Let- 
© ter. (reſumed ſpe, drawing a Dagger, and ſtriking 
it with all ber Force into his Breaſt, before he had 
Opportunity to diſcover uo he ut and now I 
give a Preſent ſuch as your Villany deſerves.” 
She had Opportunity to ſay. no more, he fal- 


| ing, immediately cty*d our, Oh Idalia ] what 


have you done! Theſe Words, the 
Voice, and a cloſer Obſervation, made her know 
to whom ſhe had given the Blow ; but all that 
can be conceiv'd of diſtracting Grief, of Hor- 
ror without a Name, was ſhort of what ſhe felt 
at this amazing Sight. She tore her Hair and 
Face, rav'd, ſtamp'd, curs d Fate, and ſcarce 


ſpar'd Heaven in the Extremity of her Anguiſh. 
She 


$4 
A.” rt 


a 


The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 135 


She threw herſelf upon his bleeding Body, and 
kiſs'd a thouſand times the Wound ſhe had 
made. But this affording but little Satiſ- 
faction to the Racks of Thought which at this 
ſhocking Moment hurry'd her wild Brain, ſhe 
ſtarted up, and ſnatching the Dagger, plung 'd 
it thro' her Heart. He had juſt power to open 
his Eyes, and ſee the d Reparation ſhe 
had made him, and then clos'd them for ever: 
She lived ſome Hours to relate what ſhe had 
done, and the Cauſe that moved her to it, to 
ſome Perſons Whom the Exclamations fhe made 
drew thither ; but not long enough to ſee the 
Juſtice of ave executed on Fre, who be- 
ing fled from Venice for a Murder he had been 
guilty of, was diſcovered at Rome, and there ap- 
prehended, and on the account "of many other 
baſe Actions, wholly friendlefs, he ſuffered the 
Law, and died as much unpitied, as Myr tano, 
and his untortunate Miſtreſs, were the con- 
trary. 
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In the Preſs, and Speedily will be Publiſhed, 


ME Raſh Reſolve ; or, the Untimely 
Diſcovery. A Novel. By Mrs. Haywood. 


Woman is ſoft, and of a tender Heart, 

Apt to receive, and to retain Love's Dart: 

Man has a Breaſt robuſt and more ſecure, 

E wounds him not ſo deep, nor hits ſo ſure. , 
Congreve. 
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(iv) 
ing Sheets, were not a ſufficient 
Protection from whatever Malice or 
Il Nature might ſuggeſt; and 1 
ſhould not have troubled my Reader, 
with offering any thing in my own 
Defence, if the liberty I have taken, 
in many Places, of adding, and in 
others of diminiſhing ( where J 
thought ſo doing would render the 
whole more entertaining) had not 
made it bighly neceſſary. I am very 
> ſenſible that, to thoſe who conſult 
the French, what I have done will 
appear to be more properly calld a 
Paraphraſe than a Tranſlation; and 
perhaps, may be judg'd rather to 
proceed from a want of a true Know- 
ledge of my Author, than any A. 
mendment I could propoſe by making 
Alterations : but I hope that Curio- 
ſity, which leads them to ſuch an 


Exami- 


Examination, 8 Ul F accompanyd 
with an impartial Conſideration, 
that ] have, in every Letter, kept 
cloſe to the Buſineſs of the Original, 
and that] have made it wy Care 
nat to exceed the Meaning, \where- 
ever ] have heighten 4 the Expreſ- 
ſion, as well as not to retrench any 
thing but what was entirely ſuper- 
fluous. In Attempts of this kind 

the End ſeldom anſwers the Pains ; 
People are, generally |] peaking, either 
Jo great Admirers of the paſt, or 

ſo ne inclinable to favour the 
preſent, that all the Beauties, if 
there are any, are aſcribd to the 
Original, and only the Imperfections 
fall to the ſhare of the Tranſlator : 
But I am not of a Humour to make 
myſelf very unhappy by ſuch a Re. 
flection. If thoſe few I wiſh to pleaſe 
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e ſatiq y d, Fl ſhall mot 
Que ſtron, whether it 
or the French Author's part of the 
Performance ; an) more than 1 ſhall 
be ſollkggfows what Opinion the reſt 
md may have of 4 altoge- 
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Mzrs. Diana Lun. 
Mrs. Ann Lepell. 
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Lady Maſterſon. 
Charl. Maſterſon E/; 
Mr. Tho. Maſterſon. 
Samuel MedfordE/q; 
Lewis Morgan E/; 
Mr, Chriſtoph. Mor- 
gan. 

Grimes More TH 
James Morton 
Henry Mallet E A 
Thoras Manſell E/; 
Honorius Martin E/; 
Mrs. Eliza Mer iott. 
Mrs. Margaret Maul. 
Mrs. Ann Morrice. 


4s) 


Francis Melvin Ez; 
Mrs. Alice Melvin. 


Thomas Moſely Eſq . 
Jaw Macartne 205 
Ms. Margar. Mar 74 


Mrs. Ann'Monſon; 
Mrs. Muckleroy. 

Mr. Middleton. 

Mr. Maſon. 

Mrs. Margaret Mac- 


namarah. 


N. 


io. N elſon Bly; 
Mrs. Neltrop. 
Mr. Newton. 
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John Savill Eſq; 
Tacob Shirly Eſq; 
Tom Selby Eſq; 
Mrs. Eliza Stanton. 
Mrs. Ann Strickland. 
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Mrs. Kath. Springer. 
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BOOKS Sold by W. Chetwood at Cato's 


Head, ix Ruſſel-itreet, Covent-Garden. 


Chool-Boy, or the comical Rival 
Country Wake. 
Siege of Damaſcus. 
Jum Crew, or the merry Beggars. 
ucius, by Mrs. Manley. 15 
Northern Laſs, or Neſt of Fools. 
Richmond Heireſs. 
Manlias Capitolinus. 
Country Laſſes. 
Cato of Utica. 
Double Gallant. 
Apparition, or Sham-Wedding. 
Sir Walter Raleigh, | | 
Beaux Duel. 
Gotham Election, and a Wife well-manag'd, by Mrs. 
Centlivre. | 


Speedily avill be Publiſh'd, written by Mr. D'Urſey, and never 
printed before. | 


I. The two Queens of Brentford, or Bayes no Poetaſter ; 
being the Sequel to the Rehearſal, a Comedy. 

2. The Grecian Heroine, or the Fate of Tyranny, a 
Tragedy. . 

3. The Triumphs of Bacchus, an Opera. 

4. The Athenian Jt or intriguing Cullies. 

5. The Plague of Impertinence, or a Barber a Fury. 

6. Socrates and Timandra, or Love the beſt Philoſopher : 
With ſeveral Poems and Songs, 
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0 THING could have cons 
vinced me there was a Charm 

9 beyond your Converſation, till I 
cxceeceive ; _ obliging Letter 
this morning ; whic » too much for my 
Repoſe, aſſures me, that the more one 
permits one's-ſelf to know you the more 
a one 
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one ſhall find to admire, and that the Idea 
of ſuch Excellencies as you are Maſter of, 
cannot be received at once. I it to your 
Love, or to your Mit, I am 1adebred for 
the Tenderneſs of your Expreſſions 
But tis ealy to. gueſs what Anſwer you 
would make to ſuch a Queſtion; and if I 
call my own Heart to be the Judge, I 
know not how it could determine, with- 
out doing a Violence either to my Duty, or 
my Inclination.— My Virtue——my Diſ- 
cret ion command me to think no other- 
wiſe of the fine things you ſay to me, 
than as the Effects of a Gallantry incident 
to your Humour, and which another Ob- 
ject might inſpire as well as I. But while 
I am thus reſolving, Sentiments of a far 
different nature check the Severity of 
theſe, and, with their ſoft Inſinuations, 
half perſuade me to believe you find ſome- 
thing in me capable of creating the moſt 
ſerious Regard If it be ſo if Time, and 
a thouſand Services, confirm this laſt Opi- 
nion to he true, to what Extremes ſhould 
I be driven? How fhould J proceed 
in an Affair, which either way would go 
near to be the everlaſting Deſtruction of 
my Peace——fain would I indulge the 
pleaſing Image of my Paſſion, and yet pre- 
ſerve my Dury——hut, Oh! my Reaſon 
tells me, that theſe two things are 1ncom» 
patible——Help mg then with yours — 


=. 
Let jour all-powerful Wit find out the 
means that I may love, and yet be inno- 
cent I have heard much Falk of the 
Love of Souls that certainly is the moſt 
Heavenly Union; and if it cannot be com- 
pleat unleſs Bodies join, let us, however, 
be content with that, ſince the other is an 
Impoſſibility—at leaſt while we are here: 
Who knows but in ſome other World our 
Circumſtances may be equal, and we may 
enjoy a Bleſſing which Honour refuſes us 
in this. Good God! How open do I 
lay myſelf, but I have a natural Averſion 
to all manner of Hypocriſy— ——— beſides, 
there is ſomething in my Soul which for- 
bids me to receiye jon, and tells me, that the 
very diſguiſing of my Thoughts, which to 
any other Man would be a Virtue, to you 
would be a Vice: I ſpeak to you with my 
Heart upon my Lips, and 1 ſhall never 
ſpeak otherwiſe to you; nor need you 
doubt the Sincerity of my words, when 
you conſult your own Perfections a 
thouſand Graces play about your Perfon—a 
thouſand Charms adorn your Converſa- 
tion——an Infinity of Wit and Gaiety 
ſhines through every thing you fay and 
do—1 fay nothing of. your Softneſs, I am 
not yet enough acquainted with your 
Heart——but if I may venture to form a 
Judgment from what read in your Eyes, 
as well as Lines, it cannot be inſenſible. 
* But 
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. 
——But I ought not to cheriſh ſuch a 
Thought, 'tis dangerous to my Honour, 


and my Quiet; and when I think how 


many Women have been beguiled by that 
Belief, the moſt innocent Correſpondence 
makes me tremble——— In a word, the 
Fears J have both of ho, and of myſeif, de- 


ter me from entering into too intimate an 


Acquaintance with you-——the leſs Plea- 
ſure I take in ſeeing you, the more my Du- 


ty is ſecure——and is it not better for me 


to have the Satisfaction to know my Virtue's 
ſafe, than to put it to ſo hazardous a Tryal ? 
Perhaps I am ſufficiently aſſured of 
mine, not to need to fear even you, with 
all that undeſcribable Merit which you 
have; but then, to avoid a poſſibility of 
Danger, is {till more ſure: and I dare not 


ſo far depend upon my Reſolution, as to 


be certain that nothing would eſcape me 


I ſhould wiſh undone.——Let us then for- 
bear any farther Converſation Let us 
not meet, unleſs by accident——and, if I 
{ee you not ſooften as I would, it will be 


{ul more often than I ought to wiſh. I 


am married I have no reaſon to regret 
the Condition I am in l love my Huſ- 
band— yet when you deſire me, with 
all that perſuaſive Eloquence you are maſ- 
ter of, to find ſome occaſion whereby you 
may commence a Friend{hip with him, I 


cannot forbear letting you know, that I 


think 
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OFT 
think 'tis impoſſible for him to have a 
greater Enemy. Ah! how dangerous 
is it for a Husband to have Friends of your 
ſort I know no other Reaſon that ſhould 
hinder us from embracing the Honour 
you would do us — ou ſee how ſincere I 
am; nor am I leſs ſo, when J tell you, I 
ſhall not go about to prevent what I cannot 
approve; but I ſhall never ſeek the means 
of creating an Intimacy, which in the end 
may prove ſo injurious to both him and 
me As for your coming into my 
Company, I know not what to ſay, and I 
have cauſe to fear I have already ſaid too 
much—however, I will not ſuffer you to 
be obliged to me for a Pleaſure, which my 
Reaſon tells me I ought not to beſtow ; I 
mean, I ought not to ſee you with Deſign, 
for I can be condemned neither by the 
World, nor my own Heart, ſhould Chance 
determine for you. — This way only I 
can converſe with you without a Crime ; 
I go often to the Comedy, the Opera, and 
other publick Diverſions I do not tell you, 
the expectation of meeting you, will 
bring me there more often than I uſed ; 
but J poſitively aſſure you, that my know- 
ledge of your frequenting thoſe Places 
{ſhall not make me refrain going to them at 
all—If you ask any greater Marks of my 
Eſteem, I muſt be obliged to deny you, 
and I conjupe you not to lay me under the 
| 9 5 neceſſity 
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LETTERE: 


HE Letter you writ to me this 
morning, ſeems to have more of 
2©28 Gallantry than Sincerity—the Style 
appears more ſtudied, and the Sentiments 
are expreſſed in a manner, which carry a 
greater ſhare of Art than Nature. What 
is your Deſign? What will be the Conſe- 


quence of a Converſation, which, in the 


very beginning, fills me with a thouſand 
Terrors? 


Is it not better for us both to 
continue as we are? and that you would 
not intreat with that ſubmiſſive, yet pre- 


vailing Eloquence, what I have now no 
longer power to refuſe you? Yes, I con · 


fels, too lovely! too perſuaſive Man! in 
ſpite of the Reſolution I had made to ſee 


you no more, till ſome occaſion, unknown 
to me, ſhould preſent itſelf, that I neither 


can withſtand the Opportunity, you offer of 
meeting you at eigÞt to-night in the Tulle- 
ries, nor defend my Heart from indulging 


a Delight, in the expectation of this En- 


counter. But, I believe, I {hall not ven- 
| ; | ture 
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ture to come alone, neither would it be 
proper; I will be walking there a little 
before the time, and bring a Friend with 
me, that my meeting you may have more of 
the appearance of Chance than Deſign. But 
what will this Complaiſance, which you 
exact from me, avail you? If you ſhould 
give the leaſt Hint of the Tenderneſs you 
have for me, after the Charge I have 
given you to the contrary, our Converſa- 


tion mult not be long; and if you are fi- 


lent in that Aﬀair, as you have promiſed 
to be in your Letter, what will you fay to 
me? You intreat me, in Terms ſo full of 
Gallantry and Reſpect, the liberty of en- 
tertaining me for a quarter of an hour, 
and make ſo many Aſſeverations, that not 
one word ſhall eſcape you, which can give 


offence to the molt rigid Virtue; that! 
cannot think myſelf obliged by mine to re- 
fuſe you ſo ſmall a ſatisfaction; but take 
care how you make an ill uſe of my, per- 
haps, too eaſy Grant, nor hope this Inter- 
view will produce a ſecond : it would be 


unjuſt in you to deſire the Conſideration I 
have for you ſhould make me forget what 


I owe to my own Honour; and I am not 
ignorant, that my coming into thoſe mea- 
ſures, which you have taken to perſuade 
me to this meeting, is a Condeſcenfion 
which renders me unworthy your Eſteem. # 
Believe me, when I look into my _—_ 3 

and 
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and find a Tenderneſs there, which Know 
not how to excuſe. I think on you with 
regret; nay, I even hate you tor inſpiring 
me with Sentiments ſo contrary to what I 


ought to entertain. But, I once more de- 


fire to know to what end is this meeting 
to-night, you have nothing to fay to me 


Which you might not truſt in a Letter; or 


if you had, Iaffure you the Perſon I bring 
with me is much leſs to be confided in: 
it is not however my Imprudence, but my 
Reaſon, which obliges me to make choice 
of a Woman of this Character for my 
Companion, in an Adventure which, Tam 
reſolved, ſhall not terminate to the Diſad- 


vantage of my Honour. Tis not enough 


that nothing of what you ſay to me ſhall be 
known to the World, without I alſo can 
fay to myſelf, IT have heard nothing, which, 
if known, would give me Pain. 
Heavens! how heroick do 1 fancy myſelf 
this moment and yet I am not ſure, 
in ſpite of all my Caution, that I have no- 
thing to fear from this Encounter ——— 
However, I will not diſappoint you on the 
Conditions IJ have named——but I cannot 
forbear telling you, that I almoſt deſpair 
to find your Tozgue leſs paſſionate than 


your Pen: No words were ever more full 
of Love, than thoſe in which you promi- 


ſed me to ſpeak no more of Love; and in 
the aſfur ing me, you would conceal your 


b Tender- 
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1 Tenderneſs, you have expreſfed ſo much, 
1 that I can ſcarce believe ?tis in your power 
to reſtrain your Eyes (if you can your 
Tongue) from ſpeaking more than I would 
have any one but myſelf be witneſs of, 
But what do you think I have done with 
that moving that tranſporting Letter I 
i received this morning ? I have burgt 
þ it ;——yes, I have had Command enough 
over my Inclinations to commit it to the 
flames. But while it conſumed, me- 
thought my Heart conſumed with it, and 
my Soul languiſhed in ſeverer Tortures 
than my Boay could, it plunged in that 
5 Fire to which I condemned the inſenſible 
Pa per- I trembled, with an appre- 
henſion, that I might have forgot ſome- 
thing in it: and yet there was not one en- 
gaging Syllable that I had not read over a 
thouſand and a thouſand times, before I 
could reſolve to put it out of my power 
to read it any more. Interpret, as you 
pleaſe, this little Delicacy— Call it Good- 
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— nature Gratitude Love but expect no 
$1138 other Teſtimonies of it than thoſe I now 


1:18 grant you I have already told you, and 
„ I ſhall always continue to tell you, that I 
1/118 conſent to have the higheſt Eſteem, the 
17118 moſt tender Regard, and the ſincereſt 
Friendſhip imaginable for you; but no- 
thing further = ſee ſo vaſt a Diſpro- 
portion between your Merit, and that of 
| any 


Ed; 
any other Man, that I can look on the Dif- 
ference I pay you no otherwiſe than the EE 
fect of my Reaſon; and the more I re- 
flect, the more I am farisfied I ſhall do no- 
thing but what my Reaſon will abſolve 
me for But whither am I running !—T 
have writ a whole Sheet of Paper, only to 
tell you, I will meet you to-night in the 
* Tiuleries— Ho is it poſſible I could 
* ſpeak ſo much on fo trifling a Subject? 
But it is to you J ſpeak, and I cannot give 
you a better Excuſe——1 will ſtay till five, 
to know how you approve of the Perſon I 
bring with me; and if I hear nothin 
to the contrary from you, I ſhall take your 
Silence for Aſfent. Once more I remind 
you, that if you hope ever to fee me after 
this night, you muſt put a Conſtraint on 
every Look as well as Word And to 
make you eaſy under a Task, which I be- 
lieve not a little difficult, be aſſured 1 
ſhall put the kindeſt Conſtruction on your 
ſeeming Coldneſs, and ſay to my own 
Heart all you. would wiſh to have it know. 
Adieu! My Paper now obliges me, a- 
gainſt my Inclination, to give over; and 1 
can only tell you, that I am, if not ſo much 
yours as you deſire, more yours than I know 
how to anſwer to my-ſelf. 
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FI am not miſtaken, I yeſterday 
I intreated you to write to me no 
* more ; but if I did not, I ſend this 


only to conjure you to find no pretence ever 


to write to me again. T have juſt now 
found your Letter, which you conveyed 
into the Sleeve of my Gon -I have read 
it, and find it ſoreſpeRful, ſo tender, and 
withal ſo paſſionate, that I no longer dare 
truſt myſelf to reffect upon it — Ah! 
what pity to burn ſo ſweet, ſo raviſhing a 


Teſtimony of Aﬀe&tion—yet I muſt do it, 


tho with a regret which I cannot applaud— 
What would become of me ſhould. I receive 
any more fuch Letters? And what Reſolu- 
tion ſhall I be able to form againſt a Paſ- 
ſion ſo full of Merit, fo full of Charms ?— 
I ſay a Paſſion; for *tis impoſſible to read 
what you have writ, without believing you 
iaſpired by the moſt elegant one that ever 

7 | : Was. 


Nu 


[33] 


was. But ſuppoſe I could bring my-ſelf to 
imagine, that Soul-enchanting Softneſs of 
your Style was wholly owing to your Wit, 
and Love had the leaſt ſhare in dictating 
your Expreſſions, what ſhould I be the 
better? When, from what Source ſoever 
they ſpring, - 1 cannot but be charmed ? 
And, ſince either way I mult be vanquiſhed, 
why ſhould I be my own Tormentor, by 
endeavouring to perſuade my-ſelf a Show of 
Love has caught me, when I, with equal 
Reaſon, and much, Oh! much more Plea- 
ſure, may gild my Chain with the ſweet 
hopes of dear Reality ?——Yet, if you are 
ſincere, what have you to expect but Mi- 
ſery and Deſpair? If not, what Injury 
have I committed againſt you, that you 
ſhould feign a fondneſs to undo me? 
How dearly. have I paid for the Conſtraint 
I laid you under in the Tuilleries? And how 
much more dangerous is it for my Honour 
and my Peace that I ſhould read than hear 
you? You will tell me, that you 
kept the Promiſe you made me, and that 
not one. Syllable of amorous Converſation 
{lipt from your Lips But what of that, 
when by that meeting you found means to 
convey your Sentiments, unperceived by 
me, in a more ſure, more touching manner 
to my Heart Nothing ever was ſo 
ardent, nothing ſo tender and ſo inſinua- 
ting as what that Letter contained 
For 


1 
For Heaven's ſake, and for the ſake of my 
eternal Happineſs, move me no more in 
ſuch reſiſtleſs Terms. If you can take as 
much pleaſure in laving me, as I do in the 
not hating you, fix the Satisfaction of us 
both Let us remain as we are——let 
me continue to deſerve your Love, and by 
your not engaging me to any thing that 
| | may. render me unworthy your Eſteem, 
| oblige me not to hate you. 'Believe me, a 
diſtant Converſation, if it is leſs ſweet, will 
be, not only more pure, but alſo more du- 
rable. I think you ſeemed to expreſs a 
deſire to know, if I felt not ſome little 
Concern for being in a Condition incapable 
of making you thoſe Returns your Pa: 
ſion might elſe have hoped ; and J never 
told you that I did not: but I now fay 
more tho there is all the appearance in 
the World that I am not unhappy— — 
My Husband has the greateſt Tenderneſs 
| for me——and, I think, I have alſo for 
| him but, in ſpite of all the ſeeming 
Bleſſings I poſſeſs, T know nothing leſs re- 
ſembles Love than Duty — Burn my 
Letters, I conjure you, as I burn yours, and 
prevent all poſſibility of whatever paſſes 
between us being known to the World 
And, if you muſt— if you will (in ſpite 
of all my Intreaties to the contrary) con- 
tinue to write to me, you will find a Bit 
of Paper, incloſed in this, Which WiIII - 
e re 
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L 
rect you how I may receive your Letters 
with more Security, than if ſent to our 
Houſe: for tho your Servant has taken all 
imaginable Caution in the Delivery of 
them, and has hitherto been ſeen by none, 
who ha ve had Cunning or Curioſity enough 
to pry into the Reaſons of his coming; yet 
I have a Chambermaid, who is a little re- 
lated to my Husband, and if ſhe ſhould 
ever happen to ſee him, the Viſit would 
give her ſufficient occaſion of Suſpicion : 


She wants neither Wit, nor Ill-nature, and 


if any Opportunity ſhould arrive, by which 
ſhe might revenge ſome little Unkindneſ- 
ſes ſhe thinks I have treated her with, ſhe 


would not fail to take hold of it. The 


Woman, who uſed to receive your Let- 
ters, has always been very careful in the 
Delivery of them; but yet I would not put 
my-ſelf in the power of any one in the 
world. I ſhall be infinitely more at eaſe, 
if, for the future, you follow my Direc- 
tions, and making the Superſcription to an- 
other, deceive even the very Perſon from 
whoſe hands I take them. I wiſh alſo, if 
it were poſſible (behold my Extravagance!) 
that you knew not yourſelf to whom you 
were writing, and yet I ſhould be diſtracted 
if I thought you could write to any other 
in the manner you do to me But ſetting 
alide theſe little Foibles in my Nature, 
which I know not how to term, and much 
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an improper word eſcapes me, have not the 


your-ſelf, as your own Soul; for then you 
will not oblige me to any thing, which I 


wiſh you would have the ſame regard for 


6. 

leſs how to excuſe, the greateſt Proof you 
can give me (I was going to ſay of your 
Love, but asT write without Reflection, if 


worſe Opinion of my meaning, which ne. 
ver ſhall exceed the bounds of Honour, 
but believe my Pen runs faſter than my 
Fhoughts:) The greateſt Proof, I fay, 
that you can give me of a true and per- | 
fect Friendſhip, is to have the fame regard 
for my Reputation as you would for your 
own, ahd never to endeavour to deſtroy 24 
Virtue, which I, perhaps, too much have 
put into your power: Love me, I will not 
fay as you would love a Ser, there's ſome- 
thing in that Name too cold, too flat for 
my Deſires Nor do ] ſay as you would 
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love a Wie, that dull and forma! Tye ſuits 


me yet worſe — But as ſomething which! 
touches upon both, and yet is far tran - 
ſcending both — Iwill tell you in what! 
manner I wiſh to be beloved, as part of 


ſhall have occaſion to repent. I am con- 
vinced y would be guilty of nothing, 
which ſhould deſerve Reproach ; and I 


me. I am ſenſible I ſpeak to you in a4 
manner very different from what moſt of 
my Sex would do; but why are you ſo 
exactly careful in all your Letters, to avoid 
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mentioning the Name of Love, when 
their whole Purport 1s to perſuade me to 
it, it would be ridiculous in me not to ſeem 
to underſtand you: Yes, I but too well 
know all you would /, and I therefore 
anſwer you all I deſign to 4. It is not 
for my Sex to receive the Laws of yours, 
but rather to impoſe them; but do not 
be alarmed, I ſhall impoſe nothing which 
will appear rigorous, when you conſult 
your Reaſon, whatever it may do to your 
Paſſion : Love me as I ought to be loved, 
and I conſent never to hate you. 


CCC 
Written in a little Piece of Paper incloſed. 


Direct your Letters for Madamoiſclle * & &, 
at Madam * * *, in * * Street, over a- 
gainſt the little Door of S * . I ſhall cons 


_ flantly receive them before Noon; and if you 
= Have not an Anſwer the [ame Day, it ſhall not 


be my fault : be careful of this Paper, as you 
would of her who ſends it. Remember me, 
loue me, and obey me. Adieu. © 8k 


GY Gs 
S © 


—” : LE T- 


4 


id erty — L—ñ— ——— p 


LETTER IV. 


220 Am not yet fully recovered from 
1 |A the Confuſion your Preſence, laſt 
580 night at Supper, gave me. Hea- 
vens! into what Aſtoniſhment was J caſt, 


SSS 


at ſeeing you in a Place where J ſo little 


expected you? I could not preſently be- 
lieve I was awake, and might much more 
eaſily have been perſuaded to think I be- 


held a Viſion, than the real Perſon of my 
too lovely Friend 


How came you to 
know my Husband made an Entertain- 
ment ? And how happened it that you 


were at the Houſe of the invited Gueſt ?—_ 
Have the Goodneſs to ſatisfy me in all on 


your Part, and, in requital, I will inform 


you that myſelf have alſo been an Accom- 


plice, tho an innocent one, in your Teme— 
rity. My Husband telling me, that Mon- 
ſieur d P——— excuſed coming to our 
Houſe, becauſe that night he was to give a 

Supper, 
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Supper, at his own, to a particular Friend, 


1 found myſelf obliged by, I know not 


what Tmpreſſment (for Heaven knows I 
was far from imagining you. to. be the 
Perfon) to engage him to renew the Invi- 
tation; and aſſure Manſtieur, that the Com- 
pany of that Friend would add to the Plea- 
ſure of the Entertainment He aſſented 
to this Propoſal - hat followed, you are 
not ignorant of; he came, and brought 
with him a Perſon, who, tho never abſent 
from my mind, in that Company I was 
entirely unprepared to receive Ho 
ought I to chide you, for not acquainting 
me with your Deſign! for J am certain it 


was not Chance which brought you hither. 


A Billet of three Lines might have pre- 
vented my Surprize, and put me on my 


guard againſt thoſe firſt Emotions, which 


were like enough to have made Diſcoveries 
fatal to my Honour and my Peace I 
know you will tell me, that you forbore 
letting me into the Secret of your Contri- 
vance, out of a fear that I ſhould have op- 
poſed it: Perhaps indeed my Reaſon might 
have adviſed me to do ſo; but I much 
doubt my Heart would not have permitted 
me to obey ſuch Dictates Oh that you 
would deal with me, in all things, with 
the ſame Plainneſs and Sincerity that I do 
with you; but your concealing this, alarms 
me with an Apprehenſion, that you may 

"Ow - conceal 
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conceal others alſo; and the Diſquiets which 


you gave me yeſterday, are ſucceeded by 
others to-day, which torment me not 


leG6—— How am I aſſured you have not 


made Monſieur de p — a Confidant in 
an Affair, which I had much rather you 
would forget yourſelf——* Tis poſſible, that 
this very Teſtimony I now give you of 


my Weakneſs, may be the Theme of your 


Diſcourſe when next you ſee him 


Good God! if you ſhould be guilry of ſo 


great an Indiſcretion, how miſerable mult 
I be? My Honour, my Reputation are at 
ſtake, and I know not if I fhould not be 
more wretched, in the Thoughts they ſut- 
fered by your Miſmanagement, than even 
the Loſs of them, valuable as they are, 
could make me. In a Correſpondence ſuch 
as ours, to take away the My/ery, is to 
take away the Merit; and, I hope, I have 
done nothing ſince the beginning of our 
Friendſhip, which could give you any juſt 
Occaſion to deſire a Breach of it ——Tell 
me then I conjure you, by all your 
Proteſtations of eternal Secrecy and Truth, 


if you have never truſted the 'dear——the 


dangerous Secret of your Tenderneſs for 
me to other Ears but mine -I ask no o- 
ther Security than your word; you have 


no cauſe to queſtion my Willingneſs to 


believe you, and I am ſure you are too- 
generous to take advantage of my ealy 
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Faith, or abuſe the Confidence -of a Wo- 
man, who aſſiſts you to deceive herſelf : 
Satisfy me in this, and I pardon you the 
Confuſion you gave me; nay, will confeſs 
that I find no reaſon you ſhould be at the 
pains of an Excuſe I begin to think 


the Pleaſure you took in ſurprizing me, 


was an Effect of your Love; and to ſpeak 
ingenuouſly, I accuſe you not, but for the 
pleaſure of juſtihing you Good Hea- 
ven! how do you take up all my Soul 


notw/ithſtanding 1 had ſo much Company 


laſt night, I ſaw none but you, ſpoke to 
none but you, and could think of nothing 
but you il placed myſelf over againſt 
you, to bleſs my Sight with that delight- 
ful Proſpect ; but whenever my Eyes met 
yours, a guilty Joy, mixed with a Shame 
and Terror, at once invaded me, and I, at 
laſt, dare look no more; for fear, conſcious 
of what paſſed within, my Bluſhes, or 
my Tremblings, ſhould betray me? Judge 
what I felt in fo violent a Conſtraint 
in vain J flattered myſelf, that when Sup- 
per was done, and I had liberty to change 
my Place, I ſhould get over my Diſorder — 
Alas! it was eaſy for me to remove m 


| | Body, but impoſſible to baniſh the Anxiety 


of my Mind; the more time I had to re- 
flect, the more I was tormented and con- 
founded; to my other Inquietudes, I had 
that of Jealouſy added. When I found 

5 my- 


[*22 ] 

myſelf ſeparated from you, was at another 
Table, and "obliged to play with other 
Company, I thought nothing could have 
given me a more ſenfible Chagrin; but 
when, I turned my Head, and hoped to 
Real. a Look from you, unperceived by 
thoſe Who were near me, and ſaw you buſi- 
ly engaged at Ombre with Ladies, whom, 
J confeſs, I cannot like you ſhould converſe 
with, becauſe they indeed are too amia- 
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ble Oh! what a Torrent of unruly 
Paſſion overwhelmed my Soul! I play'd 1 
know not how, loſt my Money, quarrelled 
with my Companions, curs'd my Ill-for- 
tune; and the Cards running againſt me, 
I] as well they might, ſerved me for a Pre- 
1 tence to conceal the real Cauſe of my Un- 
fi eaſineſs. My Husband, always obliging, |* 
[i perceiving I was weary of play, took my | 
re place: But, good God ! how little did that 
1 contribute to my Tranquillity, I then had 
I opportunity to obſerve you more—I ſaw Þ|* 
I] you, with too much Tenderneſs in your 
J Eyes, regard the Ladies you were with 
heard you talk to them heard you laugh 
diſcovered ſo much ungrateful Gaiety in 
your Countenance, that my Heart no lon- 
| ger could forbear believing you inconſtant, 
Fi _ deceitful, and perfidious. Can it be poſſi- 
7 ble, ſaid I to myſelf, that after all the 
| pPains he has taken to convince me he had a 
trueand perfect Paſſion for me, he ſhould 
1 I | bcha ve 
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behave himſelf in this manner! Can he 
wear all that Softneſs in his Eyes, and 1 
not there? Can his words flow with that 
* harmonious Sweetneſs, when addreſſed to 
Z other Women? Can he be thus compoſed, 
thus pleaſed, thus gay, when he, too well, 
mult know the Agitations, the inexpreſſi- 
ble Inquietudes which torture me? Ho 
deſpicable did this Conſideration make me 
appear to my-ſelf? How did I then con- 
dem my eaſy Faith? how exclaim againſt 
your Falſhood ?!-—In fine, I ſuffered for 
Z ſome moments all that Diſtraction could in- 
flict——The Violence of my Pain too well 
convinced me of the Greatneſs of my Paſ- 
Z /ion; but, Oh my charming Conqueror! 
Was it a Proof of yours to give it me ?. 
Could any one that loved, thus torture 
what he loved? Lou omitted nothing 
indeed, the whole night, which belonged 
to the Man of Breeding ; all your Beha- 
viour expreſſed the ue Gentleman, but fo 
artfully concealed the Lover, that *tis no 
Wonder an impatient jealous Soul, like 
mine, ſhould doubt if you are fo. My 
Husband is entirely charmed with your 
Converſation, and thinks himſelf under a 
Z perpetual Obligation to Monſieur 4e P—, 
for bringing him acquainted with you 
(Alas! how eaſy are the Innocent deceived, 
and what an Alteration would it make in 
his Sentiments, ſhould he ever diſcover the 
We Correſpon- 
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Correſpondence we have 1. !) Manage 
with Difcretion the beginning of this 
Friendſhip, and, if you continue to deſire 
it, we may have many Opportunities of 
Converſation without Suſpicion. I remem- 
ber you ſpoke of an Entertainment you 
deſigned to make next Thurſday; and, in 
the midſt of my Diſquiets, I flatter my-ſelf 
with a Belief, it is only for my fake : but 
nothing can more aſſure me it is ſo, than 
your complying with my Requeſt to 
change that day for St. i becauſe you 
bear that Name; and where there is a real 
Tenderneſs, every little Trifle gives a Plea- 
ſure, elſe why ſhould thoſe Letters, which 
compoſe the name of John, be ſo much 
more preferable than the reſt of the Alpha- 
bet to my Ears — ſqudge favourably of my 
Extra vagance, for what is it Love 1s not 
capable of inſpiring. Adieu. 
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As you have obliged me in the Aſſu- 
rance that our Converſation, inno- 
Ba cent as it is, is only known to our- 

ſelves; I think I can do no leſs in return, 
than give you my Promiſe of being eaſy 
bor the future: Nay, fo entirely do I de- 
Jpend on what you ſay, that even in this 
Point, which ſticks ſo cloſely to my Soul, 

my Reputation, I did not heſitate one mo- 

ment whether I ſhould believe you. I have 

the ſame Imparience which you have, and 
perhaps much more —Perhaps, did I 

lay ? much more, without doubt, for the 
Approach of dear To-morrow, which will 

bring us to each other's Preſence : But, 

good God! with how many Diſquiets muſt 

I purchaſe the pleaſure of ſeeing you: 

yet pardon me, when J fay it is fa kind of 
3 Conſolation to me, that you, in ſome mea- 
„fſiure, will be Partaker of my Chagrin 


», %- 


[26] 
My Husband will be with us h diſ- 
agreeable !-—no room to ſpeak one ſoft, 
one tender word - no Opportunity 
even for one kind Glance —— What a 
Conſtraint muſt both of us endure? 
But this is not all; my Reaſon, ingenious 
in tormenting me, has found another Ob- 


ſtacle You cannot handſomely dif. 


penſe with not inviting your Friend Mon- 
ſieur 4 P———to your Entertainment; 
and certainly, next to you, he has the moſt 


Wit and Penetration of any Man I know. 


I dread his Diſcernmient, and Rar his Cu- 
rioſity more even than my Husband's:: if a- 
ny part of that Lender neſs you profefs for 
me be real, ſet a Guard on all your Aftions 
before him; but I leſs ſuſpect your 
Artifice than my own ———— Oh that 1 bet- 
ter could diſguiſe my Thoughts — Is it 
becauſe aur Sex is the weaker, or becauſe 
Jaun is leſs ſenſible, that the Wiſhes of our 
Souls are more eaſily diſcovered'? I fear the 


latter is the true Cauſe, and that theRea- 


ſon Why it is no difficult Task for you to 
conceal a Paſſion, is, chat when you pleaſe, 
God 1. could be fo. much the Mitre of 
my Inclinations, ———how happy fhould 
I be to love you lets! For tho, 1 confeſs, 
there is not a Mm on Farth fo worthy to 
be loved as you, yet Lam certain that there 
s nota Huwan on Earth who ought to _ 
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__ 
ou leſfs—How unhappy my Condition is, 
leave to your'own Heart to judge; and 

if Tamas dear to you, as you would per- 
ſuade me to believe, you would wiſh there 
were a poſſibility for me to regain my 


Peace, tho at the expence of that Friend- 


ſhip you have taken fo much pains to fix— 
What ſhall I fay ?- *tis dangerous to fee, to 
hear, to read you, yet in that Employment 
lies my only Happineſs— I take no plea- 


ſure but in reflecting on you, and yet the 
more I think, the more I am undone ;— 


In ſpite of all the Fears, the Terrors which 
invade me in your Preſence, I burn with 


Impatience to be with you again—— —[ 


languiſh when I ſee you, but when I ſee 
you zot, I die. This is the true State of 
my Heart, and I endure far more than *tis 


poſſible for me to expreſs; but when 1 


conſider 'tis for you that T endure it, me- 
thinks there's ſomething glorious in my 
Sufferings, and J prefer an Agitation, ſo 
meritorious, to a Tranquillity ſtupid and 
inſipid To know, and not to admire 
you, were an Affront to my Underſtanding, 
not to acknowledge it, would injure my 
Sincerity—not to return your Friendſhip, 
would render me unworthy of it: and ſure 
when Friendſhip ſuch as ours, elevated fo 
that high degree on both ſides, known, con- 
teſſed, believed, returned, it wants not 


much of Love. Burn my Letters, I in- 
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treat you, but I wiſh not you ſhould for. 
get their meaning; for notwithſtanding all 
the Efforts I have made to drive you from 
taking too great a poſſeſſion of my Soul, 
you are, you will be all I think on 
Dream on——wilh for, and I would not 
have you leſs unhappy than myſelf in this 
Particular—but, tell me, (my triumphant 
Charmer!) — would you not think me 
vain, and too much influenced by the Fol- 
lies of my Sex, if I ſhould imagine there 
was ſo great a Sympathy between us, as to 
make you a Sharer in all thoſe Pains I feel 
when ſeparated from you? May I believe 
your Heart capable of thoſe Emotions, which 
ag1tate ni, with ſo much Vehemence ? If 
I may, there is now an Opportunity, the 
moſt favourable in the World, for both our 
Wiſhes. My Husband knows not at what 


Hour he 1s to attend you to-marrow ; you 


may make that an Excuſe to viſit him this 
Evening, he will rejoice in the favour you 
do him, and without daubt will intreat 
you to ſup with us, and I flatter myſelf you 
will, for my fake, fo far oblige him. I 
{ball be much more happy in your Com- 
pany this night, than I was the laſt; not 
only becauſe I am prepared for your Re- 
ception, but alſo that Monſieur 4e? 
will not be with us. Behold the Perfidy I 
am guilty of to a Husband, the moſt de- 
ſerving in the World, to make him fer+ 
. 2 viceable 


Ew! _ 
viceable in procuring; me a pleaſure ſo in- 
jurious to himſelf; my Reaſon, ' my Pru- 
dence, my Honour, my Duty are againſt, 
but are not forcible enough to prevent the 
liberty I take in favour of my Paſſion 
Do you then contradict me — tis in your 
power alone to {top the boundleſs Progreſs 
of my headſtrong Wiſhes, as much as I de- 
teſt to be controlled ; if you do not, per- 
haps, I ſhall deteſt you more——Tis a. ri- 
diculous Gbjection ro ſay, my Husband 
will be a Witneſs of all we do, my Virtue 
without him were a ſufficient Security; 
my Peace of Mind is loſt—my Reputa- 
tion is endangered, and my Faith violated 
by your too powerful Merit and my own 
Senſibility— 1 am ruined if I go on in 
this wild Courſe of Paſſion ; (yet cruel, love- 
ly Friend !) you'll not reſtrain me——How 
much ought I to hate myſelf, for entering 
* into a Converſation which, I might well 
believe, I ſhould not have the power to 
break off loved from the firſt moment I 
beheld you—and ſhould I not have ſhunned 


you ? I was charmed with the Gra- 
ces of your Perſon, and yet I ſtill looked 
on—— Was tranſported with your Wit, 


and yet I liſtened to it I was raviſhed 
With the inchanting Style of your Letters, 
and yet I encouraged you to write I 
opened every Senſe to take in your Perfec- 
tions, till all my Soul was full of them, and 
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I have now no room for any other Thought; 
but to what end is this recital, you know 


much more than I can ſay! My Actions 


are greater, and more perfect Teſtimonies 
of what: you have inſpired me with, than 
Words can be The meeting you in the 
Twilleries,, at your deſire my Permiſſion 
to write to me the Pleafure with which 


J receive your Letters the Regret with 


Which I burn them the Diſquiets J ſuf- 
fered in ſeeing. you with other Women 
the Trouble with which I part with you— 
the Impatience I have to fee you again 
in fine, every thing Ido, lets you into the 
Secret of my Heart V ou kamw I love 
but Oh! not all I do, nor all I fay, can 
ever make you ſenſible how nuch 

not even your own Imagination, extenſive 
as it is, can comprehend how dear, how 
very dear you are to my admiring Soul !— 
But, in the name of God, content yourſelf 
with this, nor ſuffer that Weaknefs, which 
we equally are guilty of, to triumph over 
our Reaſon! ——Srill let Virtue bear the 
Sway, and if we cannot vanquiſh Inclinat ion, 
let it not vanquuſh us. Adieu! I hear my 


Husband's Voice, and the bare Apprehen- 


ſion of being ſurprized in an Employment 
I ſo ill could anſwer, makes me tremble. 
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Jt no ſooner received your obliging 
2 Billet, which brought me the welcome 
* Aflurance of ſeeing you to-night ; but my 
* Husband came into my Chamber to ac- 
quaint me, that Monſieur de Crequy had 
engaged him to acceampany him to the Ho- 
tel de Ville, and that Madam ., and 
other Ladies, would'take. no Denial from 
me How on a ſudden were all my plea- 
ſing Expectations croſſed ? My imaginary 
Felicity turned to a State of real Wretched- 


neſs I proteſt (my charming, my 
too dear Friend) this Meſſage ſounded like 
a Clap of Thunder to my Ears, but there's 
no avoiding the cruel Summons—I muſt 


attend 
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attend this inſipid Company, and leave all 


the Happineſs that Light or Life can give 
Depend upon it, my Soul will be with you; 
and tho this curs'd Formality confines my 
Body, all my Thoughts are yours; and I 
ſhould be inconſolable, under this Misfor- 
tune, if it were not for the hopes to-mor. 
row's Joys would make a full amends for 
the Diſappointment of to-night—Come in 
the morning, perhaps, my Husband, ſo 
much charmed as he is with you, may be 
Gallant enough to «preſs you to go in our 
Coach. to the Place where you make your 
Entertainment ; if ſo, I doubt not but you 
will accept it, for the pleaſure you will 
give me in it———-Farewel. Ihave time 
to ſay no more—dream of me—think of 
me as I do of you—- but that's impoſ- 
ſible. (7 Fig, | 
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LETTER VL 


Written at Midnight. 


A3ATIGUED. with the Magaif- 
F 5) cence of the Day, and overcome 
©; N 20 Day, | VErcame 
8822 with the Richneſs and Variety of 
your Wines, my Husband is in fo ſound a 
Sleep, that, I believe, the loudeſt Trum- 
pets in his Ear would not have the power 
to awake him In what a bleſſed State 
of Franquillity is he! neither Love, nor 
Jealouſy, diſturb his Reſt And how 
fortunate 1s it for me (ſince I have ſo much 
cauſe for my Ch. grin) that his unuſual 
Lethargy has given me an Opportunity of 
lying in another Chamber, where, unper- 
ceived, I may give a looſe to all the In- 
quietudes which perplex me Les, lovely 
Tyrant! yes, notwithſtanding the many 
Proofs: I have already given you of my 
Love, and the little Reaſon I now have to 
E continue 


continue in that mind, I cannot reſtrain 
myſelf from giving you yet more nor 
do I know if all I have done be ſo great a 
Teſtimony of my Paſſion, as the Rage, 
the Jealouſy, the Deſpair which now poſ- 
ſeſſes me——After my Return from the 
Viſit 1 was yeſterday obliged to make, I 
ſpent the beſt part of the night in my or- 
dinary Agitations (Ingrateful! you are too 
well aſſured who *rwas that cauſed them) 
but at laſt a drowzy Heavinefs (it could 
not be called Reſt) overpowered my Sen- 
ſes; but while I ſlept, the Eye of Fancy 
| waked, and a thouſand indiſtinct Ideas 
skim'd along before me—thoſe I remember 
not, till, at the approach of Day, a Time 
they ſay when vain Illuſions fly, I had a 
Dream of too much ſad Preſage to be for- 
g0t-——T have never been guilty, like moft 
of my Sex, of giving Faith to thoſe viſio- 
nary Oracles ; and it I now do, you ought 
not to deſpiſe me for it, ſince where they 
bear ſo perfect a reſemblance of Truth as 
mine did, it would rather be an imprudent 
Olſtinacy to reject, than an idle Saperſtition 
to regard them. Methought I was in 
Lumeniburgh- Garden, where I beheld the 
fineſt little Spaniel I ever ſaw, the Ears 
of it hung down to the Ground, and it 
Was marked, with ſo exact a Symmetry, 
with ſmall black Spots, that it ſeemed more 
the Workmanſhip of Art than Nature. 
85 Fa Bn Pleaſed 


[3535] 


Pleaſed with the uncommon Beauty of the 
Creature, I took it up, began to ſtroke it, 
and play with it, and endeavoured, by all 
the ways I could, to make it fond of me; 
but it ſeemed uneafy at finding itſelf con- 
nel, and would fain have eſcaped from 

[ offered it Biſquit and Sweetmeats, 
it Tefuſed them; and when I opened its 
Mouth, and would have forced it to ſwal- 
low ſomething, it flew out of my Arms 
with all the Violence imaginable ; and 
being got a good diſtance off, made a 
Z ftrange fort of a Noiſe, I know not how 
to deſcribe, between a Howl and a Bark; 
and when that ceaſed, with Accents re- 
ſembling human, Io Kindneſs 5 dangerous, 
it cry'd, and may drive us Loth to Diſerac- 
tion. Then running ſwiftly to a Woman, 
who ſat at the further end of the Walk, 
and which, as near as I can remember, 
had the appearance of Madamoiſelle 5 
it jumped into her Lap, and both together 
vaniſhed. The Terror I was in, imme 
diately waked me; I rejoiced to find it 
bur a Dream : but tho I was then far 
from being able to make any juſt Inter- 
pretation of its meaning, I could not help 
thinking it bore ſome ill Preſage; and it 
was the Melancholy, rhat Reflection oc- 
caſioned, which you obſerved in my Coun- 
tenance, and took notice of to me when 
you led me to my Coach. However, I 
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türe looked! 


could not long retain it in your Company: 
Bleſs'd in your Sight, I loſt all thoughts 
but Love; and if could not be ſo happy 
in your Converſation as I wiſhes, by rea- 
ſon of my Husband and your Friend Mon- 
ſieur de P———, yet I was as happy as I 
could expect, the whole time of our little 
75 to Vincennes Oh! that it had 
deen longer! roo ſoon, alas! the ſhort- 
Iiv'd Pleaſure ceaſed When we arrived, 
wo the next Coach to ours brought Ma- 
amoiſelle de ——, and her Daughter, 
$000 Heaven! with how much Tranſport 
id you gaze upon her ?— Your Eyes were 
rivetted, and moved but as ſhe rurned— 
whene'er you ſpoke to her, it was with ſo 
much Alteration in your Voice, as mani- 
feſted but too plainly the pleaſure you took 
in entertaining her; and what chagrin'd 
me more, I ſaw ſhe obſerved the unufual 
Ceremony you. treated her with, and tri- 
nmphed in the Deference you paid her —— 
Confuſion! how the thought on't ſtings Þ* 
me——How pleaſed, how vain the Crea- 
how impertinently did ſhe 
talk! yer, Villain! you applauded all ſhe 
faid——you did———and, by all the 


manner of your Behaviour to her, ſuffi- 
ciently made it plain to the whole Compa- 
ny, you had no Conſideration but of her— 
I aw it, "twas roo, too viſible to all, but 
mu.h more. ſo to jealous Love———1 oy 
2s 2 | that 


— 


[37] 

that Heart, which to ſecure T had forfeited 
my Duty, my Reputation, and my eter- 
nal Quiet, devoted to another I found 
the Entertainment, which, I flattered-my- 
ſelf, was deſigned only for my fake, was 
made in honour. of a Rival Oh Tor- 
ture !—— Curſe on the Occaſion which 
brought me into your Preſence !—Curſe 
on the Day in which I firſt beheld you 
but doubly curs'd be that deteſted Hour in 
which I liſten'd to your perjured Vows—— 
Compare now (if you can loſe ſo much 
time from your new Paſſion) the Incidents 
of my Dream with thoſe of Reality, and be 
juſt enough to confeſs yourſelf ungrateful 
and unconſtant— I do not deny but 
my Rival has 3 ſhe is handſome, 
young, gay, and - perhaps in every thi 
un =. I plead no Merit bur — 
Love: But whatever my other Deficiencies 
may be, you have ſworn yourſelf my ever- 
laſting Votary, and I have had the Weak- 
neſs to believe you Wretch that I am 
A have ideed confided in you to my 
Ruin, and yet, now I find myſelf betrayed 
and wronged ( ſhameful Confeſſion!) I 
have not Reſolution to deſpiſe you 
No, cruel, inhuman as you are, I can- 
not hate you ——cannot love you leſs than 
I have done That Tenderneſs, which 
my Opinion of your Deſert created, is 
wound about my Heart, ſo cloſely twiſted 
a with 
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HE, =- 
with the Strings of Life, that, till they 
break, I ne'er can ſhake it of —Ah ! how 
ſeverely juſt is Heaven, to puniſh, with 


ſuch fad Deſpair, the firſt, the only Weak- 
neſs of this kind I ever have been guilty of! 


Had any other been inflicted on me, I could 
have borne it patiently, and, ſheltered be- 
neath the Wings of Love, defy'd the worſt 
of Fate; nay, bleſs'd my State, if ne'er ſo 
wretched, it ſecure of jon. Have I pre. 
ſerved my Virtue, endured the Strugglings 
of tempettuous Paſſion, reſiſted Nature, 
and your endearing Pleadings, done more 
than ever Woman did to make me worthy 
your Eſteem, and muſt I loſe it thus? 


Is it poſſible a Woman you have ſeen but 


twice (for I think that unfortunate day my 
Husband made his Entertainment was the 
rſt) ſhould gain ſo entire a poſſeſſion of 
your Soul, tha; for her ſake you chuſe to ſa- 
crifice a Paſſion ſuch as #77ze Is her Beau- 
ty, orher Wit, {uppoſe them both ſuperior 
to mine, a ſuHicient Counterballance for 
the Merit of my Love? She is ignorant of 
half your Excellencies, nor has Solidity 
enough to weigh them as ſhe ought; ſhe 
does not cannot love like me — What 
have I ſaid ? -how vain is ſuch a Thought? 
Met love lige me Why ſhould ſhe not? 
Has the not Eyes ?—not Ears? Have you 
not Perfections ealily diſtinguiſhed ?— 
Yes, you both are equally enamour'd ! 1 

are 


org 
2 


[39] | 


are divinely charming e ſuſceptible !— 


Jau have made known your Love l e 
liſtens ur Quality may claim l her 
Fortune may deſerve! ——All things con- 
ſpire againſt me my Ruin is determined! 
my Dream is true. Oh! that I could ceaſe 


to think to live to be. — Diſtrac- 
tion Death Hell yields not half my 
Tortures ! I conjure you, not by 


your Love to me (for that you, by your 
yeſterday's Behaviour, have renounced, 
and with it Heaven, which you ſo oft have 
called a witneſs to your faithleſs Impreca- 
tions) but by the Tyes of common Grati- 
tude, of Humanity, and Good-nature, to 
write to me once more Let me at leaſt 


know why I am forſaken let me but 


know in what my Rival merits more than 
I, and Pl] forgive your Perjuries, and trou- 
ble you no more with my Reproaches 
Oh God! I need not promiſe that—— 
whene'er the cruel Certainty arrives, that I, 
indeed, have loſt you, thoſe few ſhort' Syl- 
lables conclude, at once my Life, my Love, 
and my Deſpair, and your own Conſcience 
will be your only Monitor See! not 
content to paſs the Night in mortal Agita- 
tions, the Day has found me in them 
if I do not hear from you before I am ob- 
liged to receive Company, it will be in 
vain for me to endeavour to conceal my 
Diſorders; they are too violent too ter- 
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" M0 
rible to be diſſembled nor will thoſe, 
occaſioned by ſuch Injuries as mine, ad- 
mit of Artifice Farewel, thou moſt 
waveriag, falſeſt, but ſtill moſt dear of all 
thy treacherous Sex: my Fears prevent 
my faying any more, than that I muſt love 
* 


POSTSCRIPT. 


ANSWER me immediately, I beg you, 
by all that in this World: is dear to 

vou: T have contrived that you. ſhall re- 
ceive it about the hour, IL have heard you 
fay, you generally riſe.; I would not dif: 
turb you ſooner, tho I have little reaſon to 
conſult the Repoſe of a Man, who takes a 
pleaſure. in deſtroying mine; and who, af- 
ter. having made me paſs the Night in fo 
cruel a Diſtract ion, is himſelf, perhaps, em- 
ployed in pleaſing Dreams of his new. Con- 
queſt: The greateſt favour: you can do me, 
next to your ſpeedy Reply, is to burn this; 
and whatever Occaſion I have given jou 
to ridicule my Weakneſs, be not ungene- 
rous enough to expoſe me to the malicious 
Inſults. of a triumphant happy Rial — 
Once more adieu——pity at leaſt the Condi 
tion you have. reduced me to; but. let not 
Good: Nature ſo far prevail above S:xcerity, 
as to oblige you to feign a Tenderneſs you 
no longer are capable of feeling 
| L ET. 
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LETTER VI. 


R220 U have reaſon, my everlaſting 
9 Y 6 Charmer! my Soul's Adored | 


888 my moſt tranſporting ( know 


not by what name to call you, for you are 


far more dear to me than all this World 


calls precious) you have reaſon to be ſur- 
prized at the Diſtraction of my laſt night's 
Letter | But what is it a Woman, poſſeſ- 
ſed at once with Love and Jealouſy, is not 
capable of doing ? Notwithſtanding the 
haſte you made to rid me of my Inquie- 
tudes, I thought it too long, I was impa- 
tient for your Anſwer, even before there 
was a poſſibility of your receiving mine, 
and look'd on your Delay as a new Proof 
of your Indifference: The extreme Vio- 
lence of the two moſt furious Paſſions Hu- 
man Nature is capable of feeling, had al- 


moſt tempted me to ſeek you——Yes, I was 
f coming, 
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coming, in Perſon, to upbraid you to 
rage revile to ſay I know not what 
and give a Looſe to all the 'Tempeſt of my 
Soul: Nor were, in thoſe diſordered mo- 
ments, my Honour, or my Reputation, of 
ſufficient force to have withheld me 
nothing, but the Conſideration how much 
ſo indiſcreet an Action would have ren- 
dered me unworthy your Eſteem, could 
have reſtrained me, till your dear Letter 
bleſſed my longing Eyes, and with irs kind, 
its raviſhing Contents, reverſed my Senti- 
ments, and reſtored me to my Hopes. Is 
it then poſſible the Devoirs you paid to 
Madamoiſelle 4 —<— were only the 
Effects of Gallantry ? And will you be ſo 
divinely good, to keep the Promiſe you 
have made me, of ſeeing her no more? 
Am TI worthy of ſo remarkable a Teſtimo- 
ny of your Conſtancy ? Great God! how 
Slorious is my 7 55 State? And how 
richly am I paid for the Sacrifice I have 
made you of my Peace Jo ſuffer 5) 
you, would be Hell; but to ſuffer for 
you, is Heaven: and while you continue 
to love me, I never can repent my Con- 
deſcenſions How unjuſt, therefore, 
is it in you to accuſe me of Inſenſibility? 
What mean you by telling me that I am 
ignorant of the Violence of your Paſſion? 
It cannot burn with fo much fierceneſs in 
your Heart, but that what 1 feel in mine 
N would 


BR ..- 

would make me capable of conceiving it— 
I have already faid, and now again con- 
firm it, that never Woman lov'd to that 
degree Ido; and there is nothing, which 
Virtue will permit, I would deny, to prove 
the Sincerity of my words— Alas! did 
I fay I wwld? — I mean, I have deny'd 
you nothing, but that which you never 
muſt expect, and which——perhaps——1 
think myſelf as wretched in refihing, as 
you can in being refuſed ——To ſuſpe my 
Tenderneſs is the only way to diminiſh it, 
and when you preſs me for further Marks 
of it, it puts me on Reflection how man 
you have received ; and inſtead of obligin 
me to do more, makes me look back, wit 
ſhame, on what J have already done: Think 
gratefully on the paſt, and you will not be 
unreaſonable enough to ask more for the fu- 
ture, than the Cont inuance of the preſeut— 
Is it not ſufficient that you have not only 
made a Conqueſt over my Heart, my Soul, 
and all the Faculties of it; but brought me 
to confeſs how much you are my Conque- 
or What would you more 
There's nothing but unguarded Virtu 
ſtands againft you, and— will you not 
take advantage of my Weakneſs, if I 
ſhould tell you, 'tis only the [moſt refin'd 
Sublimity of Paſſion, which enables me 
to hold even the laſt proof ?ris in my power 
to give how much I am yours? Were 
Tx you 
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leſs Charmer! to upbraid me with what 


[ 44 ] 
you leſs dear to me, I leſs ſhould fear to 
loſe you——— Let me then — let me, I 
conjure you, ſtill preſerve my Honour, for 
that once violated, I were, indeed, deſert- 
leſs; and, Oh! you cannot Jove me long, 
when I no more am worthy your E//eem, 
Now, if you forſake me, I ſhall, at leaſt, 
have this Conſolation, that your Levit), 
not my Ill Conduct, has undone me———] 


will then, if *tis poſſible for me to do ſo, 


ſtill retain the only Quality which makes 
me appear truly amiable You never 
{ſhall have Reaſon to deſpiſe me! and if you 
are not content with the Diſquiets I Have 
I do, and, while I have Life, muſt ſuffer 
tor your ſake; load me yet with more : 
expoſe me, if you pleaſe, ſuffer my Let- 
ters, which I ſuſpe&, in ſpite of my re. 
peated Intreaties, you have not burned, to 
come 1n publick Teſtimonies againſt me— 


And what's more terrible than all, before 


my Face, proteſt to another all you have 
{ſworn to me Do all you can——even 


more than I can fear—a ſecret Joy would 


make my Woes lit eaſy, when I refle& how 
little I merited ſuch Treatment; and, 
that if I could not help loving the moſt 
excellent, the moſt tranſporting of Man- 
kind, I yet had ſtrength enough of V irtue, 
unaided as it is, to reſiſt my own Wiſhes, 
and his Prefſures—Porbear, dear thank- 


you 
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difficulty to ſcorn me 


THY 
you have done for me: What have you 
done ? beſides reſolving to ſee a Waman 
no more, for whom you fay you have no 
regard. But put the Caſe you have, 
tis but a new-born Inclinarion, at the moſt, 
you ſacrifice: How much more, good Hea- 
ven! how infinitely much more are you 
obliged to me ! who have broke through 
all the Ties the World calls Sacred 
Am I not ungrateful to hate a Husband, 
who loves me more than Life Am I 


not impicus, in taking away a Heart, which 


both by Divine and Human Laws ought 
only to be his Am I not bafe, in 
making him a Property, to further the cri- 
minal Converſation I enjoy with you 
Do I not ſuffer all the Racks of Thought 
which Guilt and Shame can give And are 
theſe trifling Favours? Lovely En- 
croacher ! Can you expect yet more: 
Yes, I have found the Truth! I will no 
more ſuſpect your Vows; I do, indeed, be- 
lieve you, when you fay you love me; and 
know too well the boundleſs Wiſhes of 


that Paſſion, and the Pangs, the burning 


Pangs it ſuffers when reſtrained; *ris to 
procure your Eaſe, to reſtore your Heart to 
that Repoſe, Deſire has robbed it of, you 
ſeek to ruin me. Diſtaſte is always the 


Conſequence of Vice; and when you 


have made me wicked, you will find it no 
Ah! how ma- 


ny 
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[46] 
ny Tears does this Conſideration coſt me 
yet it is my only Defence Fool that 1 
am to tell you ſo, but 'tis impoſſible to 
conceal any thing trom you— In pity, 


therefore, ceaſe to tempt me — either re. 


ſolve to love me with Innocence, or I muſt 


reſolve to ſee you no more Oh God! 


how many Hells are in that word ?—See 
you no more! It muſt not cannot be 
while Life remains — es, I muſt ſee 


you this very Evening at the Place you ap- 


point; but I charge you by the power, you 
fay, 1 have over you-—lI conjure you by 
that 1 have given you over me, to make 
no ill uſe of an Opportunity ſo favourable 
to your Deſires. Permit me to retain the 
charming Hope, that I 2hways ſhall be hap- 
py in jor Love, and, by not abuling the 
Confidence I put in you, prove yourſelf 
truly worthy of me. 


POSTSCRIPT 


SINCE I writ this (for I had not an 

Opportunity of fending it immediately) 
I have had an Acoount of Madamoiſelle ge 
L——. You know, and ſo does the whole 
Town, ſhe made a Sacrifice of her Ho- 


nour to her Paſſion, in favour of Monſieur 


de M— 


„and the Ingratitude of his 


Treatment ſince : The Miſery of her Con- 
dition now, is a ſufficient warning to her 
ö Sex; 


BN 
N 
bo e 
+ 


I» 
>r 5 
2 
27 
2 
5 
7 
. 


[ 47 ] 

Sex; and tho about three hours hence you 
may expect to ſee me, be aſſured I come 
arm'd with a Reſolution becoming my 
Virtue and my Love. 


CCC 


A BILLET, written on her Re- 
turn from the Appointment. 


O, Monſieur, no; the Outrage you 


have done me is not of a nature to 


be pardoned. How wretched had I been 
this moment, if Fortune had not been as 
favourable to me, as your Inclinations 
were the contrary ? And how much ought 
I to bleſs Madamoiſelle de & tor her 
ſea ſonable Interruption ?!—— Is it thus that 
you return a Paſſion ſo true, ſo tender, 
and fo ardent as was mine? And is it by 
ſuch means you think to preſerve the Re- 
card of a Woman of Honour ?——But, I 
ſee my Error, in believing there was a poſ- 
libility for one of your Sex to have Gene- 
rolity enough to entertain any further 
View than the Gratification of your own 
Deſires Poor deſpicable Notion ! —Balſe 
Degeneracy of Nature! How I diſdain the 
Heart that harbours it !-—I freely now re- 
leaſe you of the Promiſe you made me, 
and which you had the Vanity to imagine 
merited 
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ny Tears does this Conſideration coſt me 
yet it is my only Defence Fool that I 
am to tell you ſo, but *tis impoſſible to 
conceal any thing trom you— In pity, 
therefore, ceaſe to tempt me—either re. 
ſolve to love me with Innocence, or I muſt 
reſolve to ſee you no more Oh God! 
how many Hells are in that word ?—See 
you no more ! It muſt not—cannot be 
while Life remains — es, I muſt ſee 
you this very Evening at the Place you ap- 
point; but I charge you by the power, you 
fay, I have over you I conjure you by 
that I have given you over me, to make 
no ill uſe of an Opportunity ſo favourable 
to your Deſires. Permit me to retain the 
charming Hope, that T akhways ſhall be hap- 
py in your Love, and, by not abuling the 
Confidence I put in you, prove yourſelf 
truly worthy of mine. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


'INCE I writ this (for I had not an 
Opportunity of fending it immediately) 
I have had an Acoount of Madamoiſelle 45 
L——. You know, and ſo does the whole 
Town, ſhe made a Sacrifice of her Ho- 


nour to her Paſſton, in favour of Monſteur 


de M———, and the Ingratitude of his 
Treatment ſince: The Miſery of her Con- 


dition now, is a ſufficient warning to her 


Sex; 


» _y 
—— 8% 


[ 47 ] 
Sex; and tho about three hours hence you 
may expect to ſee me, be aſſured I come 
* arm'd with a Reſolution becoming my 
Virtue and my Love. 


eee 


A BILL Ex, written on her Re- 
turn from the Appointment. 


O, Monſieur, no; the Outrage you 

have done me is not of a nature to 

be pardoned. How wretched had I been 

this moment, if Fortune had not been as 

* favourable to me, as your Inclinations 

= were the contrary ? And how much ought 

I to bleſs Madamoiſelle ge S for her 
ſeaſonable Interruption ? Is it thus that 

you return a Paſſion ſo true, ſo tender, 

and ſo ardent as was mine? And is it by 

ſuch means you think to preſerve the Re- 

card of a Woman of Honour ?——But, I 

ſee my Error, in believing there was a poſ- 

libility for one of your Sex to have Gene- 

rolity enough to entertain any further 

View than the Gratification of your own | 
Deſires Poor deſpicable Notion ! —Balſe 
Degeneracy of Nature! How I diſdain the | 
Heart that harbours it I freely now re- <= 
leaſe you of the Promiſe you made me, ; 
and which you had the Vanity to imagine 

mee 


= 
3 
= 
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merited the higheſt Reward —— Vitit 
Madamoiſelle & —, or who you pleaſe; | 
1 I ſhall not envy, but pity the unhappy 
# Contequences of your Addreſſes. I deſire 
* no other favour of you, than if, as *tis not 
{| impoſſible, you boaſt of the Tenderneſs 
q you have been able to inſpire me with, 
4 you will allo do me the juſtice to acknow- 
| ledge, I retain'd it no longer than you 
cont inu'd worthy of it. 
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A BILL ET, in anſwer to a Letter 
of Excuſe ſhe had received from 


bum. 


19 you then, unworthy and ingrateful 
as you are, pretend to juſtify a Deſign 
ſo injurious to my Honour? Can you ima- 
gine I have the Weaknels to believe my 
rendring myſelf deſertleſs of your Reſpett, 
ſhould more endear me to your Love? Oh! 
no; I am not ſo little acquainted with the 
World, or the Temper of Mankind: And 
when you reproach me with want of Sin- 
cerity, in refuſing to you, whom I pretend 
to love, thoſe Favours, which Duty obliges 
me to yield to a Husband whom I hate; I | 
muſt tell you, that I hate him not the 
thouſandth, thouſandth part ſo much al Z 
1 ove 


£ 
2 
72 


rap 3 
love you; and that I ſuffer his Careſſes, 
diſagrecable as he is now become, with leſs 
regret than I ſhould yours, all dear, all 
charming as you are; curs'd Apprehenfion 
would damp the Tranſport, reverſe the 
Bliſs, and make the Heaven of your Em- 
brace a Hell— But all theſe Arguments 
are now too late, I find it an Impoſſibility 
to continue an innocent Correſpondence 
with you, and mult reſolve entirely to 
break off ſend back your Letter, 
becauſe I will not give myſelf the trouble 
of burning it, and the greateſt Obligation 
you can now lay on me, is to write to me 
10m. - 
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Another BILL ET, in anſwer to a 


ſecond Letter, on the ſame eAc- 


count. 


AE! good God! what fruitleſs Trou- 


bles do you give yourſelt! ] thought 
the Billet I ſent you this morning had ſuf- 
ficiently explained my Intentions, to pre- 
vent your making any further Efforts to 
diſturb the Tranquillity of a Repoſe I am 
now endeavouring to regain. What Plea- 
ſure, lovely cruel Man, do you take in 
perſecuting me ? Your Letters never gave 


me 
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me greater Joy, than now they do Dif. 
quiet: nothing can be more tender, no- 
thing more paſſionate than the laſt you 


writ; yet nothing ever carried ſo little 


power of Perſuaſion. I have conſidered of 
all the Reaſons you alledge for your Ex- 
cuſe, and have added ten thouſand more 
from my own Heart; yet can find none 


ſufficient for your Juſtification : what more 


can I do for you?: To pardon you, and 
at the ſame time conteſs I think you un- 
worthy of it, were to encourage you to 
offend again; and to feign an Inſenſibility 
of the Greatneſs of your Crime, were an 
Affront to my Underſtanding I muſt 
then deſiſt all manner of Converſation with 
you Tis not long ſince that Reflection 
would have been the moſt dreadful one I 
could have entertained ; but in the Condi- 
tion I now am, nothing can alarm me 
I return this Letter, as I did the other, 
and, with my uſual Sincerity, aſſure you, 
that tho, I fear, I never ſhall be able to 
bring myſelf to love you leſs, yet I ſhall 
omit nothing in my power for that pur- 


poſe Adieu forever. 
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LETTER wm 


ASH ELL, dear Ingrateful ! well, I par- 
NE don you the Injury you have done 
me, and promiſe never to reproach 
you for a fault, which only the Violence of 
your Paſſion made you guilty of : I can no 
longer reſiſt the moving Eloquence of your 
Deſpair, and though you juſtly merited the 
Pangs you ſuffered, I could nor fee you in 
them, without becoming too much a Par- 
taker not to releaſe us both—and yet, I 
tear, I ſhall repent this ſudden Change— 
What carry'd me yeſterday to that Wo- 
man's Houſe where you found me? 
What prevented my leaving it as ſoon as 
you appeared ? Why did I give myfelf 
liberty to gaze upon thoſe Eyes, and liſten 
to That Tongue, which ne'er can plead in 
vain !——How did my Anger melt away 
at your Approach? How did my Soul 
diflolve in Love and Tenderneſs? - 
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And when you firſt approached me, and 
trembling, wich fileat Awe, preſſed to 


your Lips my too, too-yielding Hand, you 


might have read your Pardon in my Bluſhes 


My Spirirs were ſo much confuſed and 
hurried, betwixt a mixture of Extaſy and 
Pain, the few moments I was with you, 
that *tis no wonder, at my Return home, I 
ſhould be incapable of recollecting any 
thing J had ſaid to you; but by what 
you have writ this morning, I find my 
words did not abſolucely contradict my 
Heart. Whether it was the remainder of 
thoſe ſoft Emotions, the unexpected fight 
of you inipired me with, has been the 
Cauſe, or that there is ſomething in this 
laſt Letrer of yours, more tender, more 
perſuading than the reſt, T know not; bur, 
in ſpite of rhe Tears it colt me in peruling, 
J find it impaſſible for me either to return, 
or burn it, as I have done the others, I 
keep it in my Boſom preſs it to my 
Heart, which, while it bounds with tender 
Tranſports to meet the welcome Treaſure, 
upbraids, in burſting S1ghs, the niggard 
Bounty of 1ajurious Fate, which, for l. 


ſtautial, gives but imaginary Joys ——-Ab ! 


why thould Love like ours be term'd a 
Crime? — Why ſhould Defires, agreeable 
as well to Reaſon as to Nature. be with- 
itood Cruel Heaven! but why accuſe I 


Heaven >———Tis the Decrees of Man, 
not 
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not Heaven, are againſt us !— Max ! un- 


diſtiaguiſhing, unthinking Maz ! who form- 


ing Laws to bind the inconſtant Vulgar, 
could find no means to leave the nobler 


Part unchained, and made Marriage a Sa. 


crament alike to all. Good God | how 
much ſhould I be cenſured by ſome People 
for expreſſing my Sentiments in this un- 
guarded manner! But I ſpeak to one that 
loves me to one who, if the Graces of 
his Perſon firſt made me admire him, the 
Conformity of his Notions ſince has made 
me doat on—to one who, I hope, will take 
no advantage of my Freedom, and one 
who has already ſuffered too much for his 
Temerity to be in danger of a Relapſe 
No, by my eternal Hopes, I ſwear, could 
you be capable of offending me a ſecond 
time, in the manner you have done, tho I 


live but in the charming Contemplation of 


being beloved by you, tho my Soul hangs 
on you with a Tenderneſs almoſt unconcei- 
vable, there is no Death ſo dreadful, which 
I would not prefer to the ſhame of a Re- 
conciliation with you. For pity then fave 
me from the cruel neceſſity of Dying, ei- 
ther with Remorſe for my owsx Guilt, or 
Grief for yours; for with the ſame Sinceri- 


ty I have always uſed, I now aſſure you, 


that Life, in a State ef Separation from 
you, would be a Burden I could not long 
ſuſtain —— I loved you, even when 1 
thought 
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[ 54 ] 
thought I had the leaſt Reaſon to do fo; 
and how ſevere ſoever my Expreſſions 
might appear in thoſe three Billet, I ſent 
you, my Heart itill took your part, and felt 
Pains more ſenſible than any thing I writ 
could cauſe in yours. remember, in 
the Fury of my Reſentment, I gave you 
permiſſion to viſit Madamoiſelle de — 
or any other Woman you ſhould think 
worthy your Addreſſes. I believe I need 
not tell you that I reſume that Grant, and 
what would then have been an inconſolable 
Afflict ion, zow would be an unpardonable 
Offence. You know, belides my natural 
Propenſity to Jealouſy, I have Ambition 
enough to wiſh to engroſs all your mo- 
meats; and thoſe you cannot ſhare with 
me, I would have you ſpend in contem- 
plating me: nor do I, in demanding this, 
require more than an equal Return for 
what I give to you. But to convince you 
how lincerely I forgive the Error of your 
paſt Behaviour, and how much I confide in 

our Promiſe for regulating your future 
Conduct, I ſhall pur it in your power to 
prove yourſelf the Man of Honour you 
wouid ſeem, and which, ſhould you fail in, 
Iam every way the moſt unfortunate of 
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Women. My Husband will be all this Al- 
ternoon engaged abroad, and T have pro- 
miſed to paſs thoſe hours of his Abſence 
with a Sitter of his; but I know how to 
make 


[8] 
make a better uſe of ſo happy an Opportu- 
= nity, and when you have examined your 
Z own Heart, if you find yourſelf ſufficiently 
Maſter of your Deſires, to contain within 
the Bounds of Modeſty and Virtue, I ſhall ”+T 
meet you, at the good Woman's where you NY 
found me yeſterday, with all the Eagerneſs 1 
of tranſported Love. I hope to be there 
by four a- clock at fartheſt; but if you are 
obliged to wait a little for me, it will not 
be my Inclination that detains me. I have 
ſent a Note, to order her to prepare a 
* Collation of What Fruits are in ſeaſon for 
our Entertainment, and that little Repaſt 
with you will be more pleaſing, than the 
moſt magnificent Feaſt, debarred your Pre- 
ſence, or obliged to endure the Company 
of diſagreeable Obſervators But let 
us, I pray you, forget the little Divorce 
we have had, and the Occaſion of it ; you 
are ſufficiently juſtified to my Soul, and as 
J will not reproach, ſo do not you excuſe. 
would have nothing to poiſon the Feli- 
city of thoſe bleſſed moments, and ſure 
there cannot be a greater known, than when 
two Perſons, who want not Wit, and are 
equally loving and beloved, enjoy the 
Society of each other uninterrupted. My 
Husband, who has been all this morning 
at his Villa, is juſt now returned; and hay- 
ing brought your Friend Monſieur de P 
along with him, obliges me to finiſh my 
5 Letter 
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Letter ſooner than elſe I ſhould have done 
but J ſhall loſe nothing by ir, the Time 1 
ſhould have beſtowed in writing to you 
will be ſpent in diſcourſing of you. I doubt 
not but your good Qualities will be the on- 
ly Theme all Dinner, God grant my Coun- 
tenance does not betray the Diſorder of 
my Heart Adieu I never write with. 
out telling you a thouſand times over chat 
I love you——but I am afraid it will be 
impoſſible for me ever to ſay how much— 


nenen 


A BILLET, written the next 
Morning in Bed. 


O U ſee, my lovely Friend ! 'tis not 

impoſſible to be innocent and hap- 
Py ; at leaſt, I hope, I was not the only 
Perſon bleſs'd thoſe three dear hours, in 
which I yeſterday enjoyed your Society 
Yes; the Regret, with which you parted 
from me, convinces me of the pleaſure you 
took in having me with you, tho on Terms 
not the moſt ſuitable to your Inclinations. 
—Ah! what a glorious 07 have I 
gained ? How does my Soul exult with 


virtuous Pleaſure ? To ſubdue my own De- 
fires, is ſure praiſe-worthy ; but to have 
the power of jour. to {top the wild Ca- 


reer of untam'd Love, in the proud n Y 
* of 


. FR, 

of arbitrary Man, is Victory indeed! 
Now, Pm aſſur'd, you love me Love 
me as you ought, and if my vital Blood 
could pay the generous Compliance, I'd 
gladly ſhed the laſt dear Drop to prove my 


Gratitude ou now are all that 1 


could wiſh, and more, far more than I 
could hope—all excellent ! all Angel, in 
the ſhape of Man! What did I not ſut- 


fer laſt night (joy'd as I was in your de- 


lightful Preſence) for fear your Paſſioz 
{ſhould get the better of your Reaſon? and 
when ] permitted you to take thoſe little 


Freedoms, which, neither Honour nor De- 


cency could refuſe, I ſaw the C onfli& in 
your Soul, and pity'd you——Your ſteal- 
ing Sighs——your Starts your Trem- 
blings your bluſhing Cheeks, and fiery 


Eyes, confeſs'd the inward Strugglings of 
your warring Thoughts too plain, for me 


to ſuſpect (as perhaps ſome Women would 
do on the like Occaſion) that it was Diſ- 


taſte, Coldneſs, or any thing but that im- 
plicite Obedience to my Will, which all, 


who would be thought to love, ſhould pay, 


enabled you to keep the Promiſe you made 
me. Behold, how I loſe myſelf in the 
Thoughts of you, I had but one moment I 
could call my own ſince I came from you, 
and that T have employed in writing to you. 
My Husband, who roſe early, in order to 

take the Air this morning, and has pre- 
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LETTER IX. 


Os Receiv'd your Letter, as I do every 
I Q thing which comes 201 you, with 
s Raptures of unfeign'd Affection: 
But what, my Dear! my more than ever 
dangerous Charmer! can you believe 


think of the Contents Sure, all the Gac 
of Love and Wit conſpire to aid you, each 
ſtriking Syllable melts my Reſolves, thrills 


my tranſported Soul with guilty Extaſieg, 


and hurries every Senſe———While you 
fay, you always will retain the molt tric 
regard for the Preſervation of my Virtue, 
you expreſs yourſelf in ſuch a manner as 
deſtroys it quite My very Reaſon too 
now turns againſt me, and pointing ont 
I Wonders of your Merit, applauds m 
Paſſion, and condemns Reſiftance ——-T 
what then ſhall I fly? to Religion 
alas! Love finds a way to reconcile even 
that, for in adoring you, I adore the Power 
h 2 which 
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which form'd * Excellence — tlie more 
1 think, the more I am confounded, and 
every Argument ] alledge to ſave me, plun- 
ges me deeper in a Sea of Fondneſs 
Whither, Oh! whither will the Torrent 
drive me ?—againſt the daring, the pre- 
ſumptuous Lover: Pride arms us for De- 
fence; but when Deſpair appears, adorn'd 
like yours, it undermines the Fort, and 
baffles Force — ou have found the 
way to wind yourſelf into my very Soul, 
robb'd me of all the means of Oppoſition, 
and, by an artful jy ielding, conquer !—— 
You are become ſo much a part of me, that, 
methinks, I ſhould have no Reſerve, no 
{ſeparate Views —— —It was only the ter- 
rible Apprehenſions of being llighted and 
abandoned by you, when I had nothing far- 
ther to beſtow, has hitherto reſtrain'd me 
from granting all unbounded Love could 
ask; and, ifthoſe Apprehenſions ceaſe —— 
if Pm afſur'd of your eternal Gratitude 
and Truth, how then ſhall I find words to 
form Denials ?— ou are a Man, 'tis 
rrue, but then you are not,, or at leaſt | 
cannot think you are, compos'd of that 
ſame fickle and irreſolute Stuff moſt of your 
Sex are made of — No, Heaven, to that 
lovely, that moſt perfect Form, has join'd 
a Mind as faultleſs: You have Honour, 
Wiſdom, and Good-Nature ; the firſt of 
theſe excellent Qualities makes it mo 
e 
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ble for you to pretend a Paſſion where 
you have none, and the two laſt ever to uſe 
her with an Tndifference, whom you once 
believ'd worthy the moſt zealous Ardour— 
When a Woman is forſaken, it is not ſo 
much the Effect of want of Merit in her- 
ſelf, as in the Perſon ſhe has made choice of. 
We ſee the moſt tender, faithful, and moſt 
lovely of our Sex, after poſſeſſion, {lighted 
and contemned ; but 'is not this wholly 
owing to the wavering Diſpoſition of the 
Man? Certainly. What Character there- 
fore can ſuch a Wretch expect, but Fool, 
Villain, or both? To ſuſpect yox then, 
would be an Impiety one cannot, know- 
ing you, be guilty of—no; you have no 
Tincture of Deceit, no baſe Alloy of Arti- 
fice, or Hypocriſy ſullies the Brightneſs of 
that Angelick Nature. I could confide 
in you enough to hazard all — but yet, I 
wiſh, you would be ſatisfy'd with what 1 
have already granted; for though I can- 
not think obliging you a Crime, my un- 
* fortunate Circumſtances will make it ap- 
pear ſo to the World That Demon, Law ! 
——curs'd, curs'd Decorum! and tyran- 


nick Rules, bar up my way to your Em- 


brace, and fright me from my Joys——1 
know you will tell me, theſe Conſiderations 
are ſelfiſh, and that Love, if real, will over- 
look, or ſcorn, ſuch Obſtacles ———Oh! 
too, too ſure, it will- my rung 
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Soul avows the Almighty Truth, and, in 
neyer did any Man deſerve like you——ne- 
ver was any Wamas ſuſcept ible like me. 
?T'is hut a Day fince I beheld you, and yet 
it ſeems an Age I go with my Huſ. 
hand this Evening to the Opera; I wiſh 
vou would be there, he cannot avoid ſee- 
ing you, and will certainly invite you to 
come into our Box; we mutt both indeed 
be under a Conſtraint before him, but ſtill 
we {hall be together — be near, be cloſe to 
each other; and is not that, my charmin 
Friend! a Happineſs either of us wou 
go thro greater Difficulties to obtain ? 
Beſides, there are a thouſand ſoft Amuſe- 
ments, which even his Preſence cannot 
deprive us of ———1I ſhall often drop my 
Fan, — my Glove, — my Handkerchief, to 
giye you an Opportunity of reftoring them 
to me———- You may preſent me with 
Sweetmeats—Fruit—Snuff—and what hin- 
ders bur all thefe little Gallantries may be 
accompany?d with Looks, which may ex- 

lain our meanings to each other, tho un- 
intelligihle to any but our-felves : My Huſ- 
hand is little versd in the Language of the 
Eyes; or if he were more ſo, entirely unſuſ- 
picions of my Conduct, or your Deſigns, he 
Will be wholly taken up with regarding 
the Mulick, and I promiſe myſelf an un- 
conceivable Satisfaction in this — > 
ight. 


light———Ah! how cruel is my Fate, 
which will not permit me publickly to a- 
vow a Paſſion, which for its Zeal, its Püri- 

„and Truth, might be the Wonder of 
the admiring. World, and ſhame thoſe lir- 
tle wanton Keats, and Starts of Fancy, 
which, while they wear, diſgrace the name 
of Love I wiſh, merhinks (with what 
pleaſing Impoſſibilities do I beguile the 
Time ) I could wiſh; I ſay, not only that T 
were unmarried for your fake, for then our 
Fortunes would be too much upon an Equa- 
licy to make the Deference I would pay 
you remarkable; but to be ſomerhing en- 
nently great-—ſomerhing beyond even wild 
Ambition's Aim, that nobly ſcorning all 
my ſcepter'd Slaves, might, from all the 
Race of Man, chuſe you, adorned with 
Conſtancy and native Worth, to place my 
envied Glories on your Head, proud in the 
Title of your Wife alone or J could like 
not that for ten thouſand Worlds I 
would have any Miſchief reach you 
but it would pleaſe me to hear you were 
reduced to ſome great ſtrait, ſomething 
which threaten*d' even your very Life, and 
which nothing could redeem you from, 
bur my hazarding my own. How gladly 
would Tlay it down, and feel no Pangs in 
Death, but thoſe which leaving you would 
2 cauſe >——How romantick would this ap- 
2 pear to the generality of Lovers I mean 
| : | thoſe 


: [ 64 ] 
thoſe who are called ſuch, for to conceal a 
multitude of vaſtly different Views, that 
noble Appellation ſerves: In Courtſhip, it 
either clokes that brutal - Appetite which 
Humanity ought to be aſhamed of, or, if 
poſſible, a yet more ſordid Aim, vile In- 
tereſt after Marriage, *tis often worn 
for form; many Couples, whatever Rea- 
ſons joined them, having been obliged to 
pat on the Mask, are too modeſt to pluck it 
off, and cannot endure to avow the Difſi- 
mulation they have been guilty of, tho they 
continue 1t with Pain — Believe me, 
tis to ſome ſuch ends we are indebted for 
the number of Inamorato's which we daily 
hear of: A refin'd, ſincere, and difinte- 
reſted Paſſion is a Prodigy, which ſo few 
are capable of conceiving, that thoſe, whoſe 


Years have made them paſt, or more ſe- 


rious Avocations have taken off the Fol- 


lies of counterfeiting it, look on the Reality 


to be but notionary. But I reſolve to be 
a living Proot, and if no happy Opportu- 
nity arrives, whereby I may confute the 


ill-judging World; yet you! you who are 


all the World to me, ſhall own yourſelf be- 
lov*d, to ſuch a pitch of Elegance, as 'l ought, 


your boundleſs Sublimity of Thought, a- 1 


lone, can reach—T would ſay more, but 
am 1nterrupted Adieu 
quiſher of my Soul, adieu. 


POST. 


Wo 


Dear Vain 
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ro HO FAERS RT: 
PHE Perſan Who obliged me to break 
1 1 bt t 


off ſo abruptly, was Madamoiſelle de 
—. Thoped I never 
occaſion to mention her any more to you, 
but her Mother (curſe on the deſigning 
Beldame) makes a Ball next Tueſday at her 
Houſe at Auteville. Her Pretence is to 
return thoſe Civilities ſhe received at my 
Husbana*s Entertainment, and that which 
you made at Vincennes; but I ſee thro the 
Contrivance : ?Tis for your ſake alone ſhe 
would appear magnificent ; the Daughter's 
Vanity, and the Mother's Partiality, miſ- 
take the Gallantries you paid them for 
the Effects of Love, and both of them 
ſpeak of you ina manner, which declares 
they are not inſenſible of your Merit 
Now keep your Promiſe | Now hold 
your Reſolution of avoiding her ! —if 
any part of that Tenderneſs you have pro- 
feſſed for me be real, mortify the Pride of 


this Woman, and refuſe the Invitation 
to excuſe going, you may feign ſome ſlight 


Indiſpoſition, and be let blood; I would 
make the ſame Pretence, but that I fear 
it would appear like too great a Sympathy 
between us; and ſinceI am — to go, 
you may depend on having as faithful an 
Account of every thing that paſſes, as if 
1 you 


ould have had 


» — om 1 — 1 * 8 - . — , 2 - * — 7 — — ä we — 
* + _ n = <> — 5 — 2 * F A" 2 = Io a q Once — r >; . ö * 4 
—— rn 1 Dr 1 2 g's n S r 7 R J 3 - 1 
. — - 4 — — we. oF . — — renee rr Hs * — 2 . <a > = = r — < — — — — 2 
RX ©. n F ˙⁰.1 x I eo 5" wir; 4 8 7 b >: > 3 cc 3 — —— 
AR 8 2 x I EE _—_ I _—_— — — "<q — 8 . . Eon — 43” . 2 r 1 7 == x5 x nbd” — k — 
2 5 oe 2 5 5 ALY E: ' - * LS a „„ - : A - — 


1 
7 \ ne Wo San kn . fas Cam 


— 5 
= — - — 
— — 6; 
2 1 


os be — —— 
* — Es _— 
- 


1 
: 2 


IRE Eau 


—_— 2 2 * x 
AY TIES 
— —— — 


2 ELIT . 
— 2 


— — 


: EN: 


* . 
— 


5 * 2 - = — A 
— 
* * n id 


— 


— — 


1 
— 2 


ym 


"4 * n > 0 * — 2 3 3 22 MW 2 ** 
2 n e I 3.< Xe: ICs —_ KOT. Ori ». £5 — — rr TT»... 

— 3 I... ͤ .. ̃— —rkls— or nn. n 88 

r 5 — * — — — - \ ; 
— 6 een 3 - — — — — — — £ 
— EP 8 5 
« 2 = _ 
. 


: — 8 1 5 
— 4 L ws 
_ LOSES L — — — 
8 = — 1 2 
— — 


5 
— 


* 
2 


— — 


> = — — — = 2 
tb pp bee rn nie: 
— x 


the. ws 29 : 
— — 


—— > 
; * 
5 ——＋ 
mY 2-9 3s l . — — 
= - A = 


— bong 
3 
L 
- * * r 
— OED — 
. 


66 
re yourſelf 
P 


a 1 


your 
illing- 


Do not 
ice. 


ith this one Re 


you Serv 


7 


o loſe a little of 


di 


[ 


0 


dge t 


ratify her, who would v 
Il hers to do 


ueſt, nor gru 


9 
B 


therefore, fail to com 
lood, to g 
ly part with a 


you were the 


E 
E e 
2 be — , 1 3 7 2 * 
"PS , I . 5 Y a 
, — — r when wr concede 4.4 — ©...» te I 
iS "Mts . r — a + i 
—— r "Op nay Hr m4 8 

5 rr om OE "I „ 

hy Bot; is Sr . 2 * — % - 1 #34 i as, 2 +” ra es 

ro l — 4 _ - - — — 


— — a 


> 


* 2 8 2 
E 8 
: 


= S—_ ras. 


2 —— 


„ Y * — 24 2 
: FP 8 4 rr us 5 . 
Sp ce eat we; S 


/ 
: " J TT ONES . ESE >. * 
. — — TIENTS 


N 


n 


=> ad 


LETFEKM 


Hl what an Alteration has a few 
hours made in my Condition! With 
29D what Tranquillity did I yeſterday 
ſit down to write! And with what Confu- 
lion do I now begin | I fear, my 
deareſt Friend, I am undone.— Ever 
ſince we came from the Opera laſt night, 
my Husband has appeared in ſuch Diſor- 
der, as I am too well acquainted with his 
Humour, to believe could ſpring from any 
trivial Cauſe—1 do not remember ever to 
have ſeen him in ſo great a Perplexity ſince 
the unfortunate hour I became his Wife: 
He has, without doubt, taken notice of 
ſomething between us, which has alarmed 
him; but though I have recollected every 
thing that paſſed yeſterday, I am far from 
being able to gueſs at the Occaſion : but 
12 that 
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that ſome fatal one has happened, I am but 
too well aſſured Had you not (Oh how 
I tremble with the Apprehenſion !) any of 
my Letters in your Pocket, which by * ſic 
Accident you might drop? l fear, in ſpite 
of = repeated Prayers, you haye not 
burn them ——Confeſs the Truth, for 
Heaven's ſake, and eaſe me of this terrible 
Incertitude—my Thoughts are on a Rack 
If by your Negligence I am betray'd, 
there is not a Woman upon Earth ſo miſera- 
ble as myſelf, nor Max fo guilty as you— 
FF! did I ſay? — Alas! too ſure "tis fo— 
what elſe could have happened ſince laſt 
night to create fo ſudden a Change in his 
Diſpoſition ou faw how gay—how 
eaſy and unconcerned he was all the time 
of the Operz—yet as ſoon as hecame home, 
he ſhut himfelf into his Clofet, refuſed to 
ſup with me; and when he went to Bed, 
ſpoke not a word to me, but ſigh'd, as if 
his Heart were cleaving with each Breath 
he fetched. I durſt not ask him the Reaſon 
of his Chagrin, for fear of being told 
what would have ſtruck me dead with 
Thame; but pretended to fall faſt aſleep, that 
I might the better obſerve him 00 nf. 
tunate Opera, ſaid he, bow dearly have 1 
urchaſed the Pleaſure of ſeeing thee !———- Þ 
What Interpretation can I put on theſe 
words, but the moſt dreadful one my | 
Thoughts can form ?———Early in the 
ny mamaorning 


2 


rel _ 
morning he roſe, walked haſtily about the 
Chamber, then called to have his Coach 
got ready, and is this moment gone to my 
Father's; for the Servants told me ſince, 
that he ordered to be drove there Now 
tell me! now, lovely Ruiner! adviſe me 
what to'do !—Aſiſt me in this cruel Ex- 
tremity ——he is this moment, without 
doubt, complaining of me to my Parents— 
they will both ſoon be here, and, perhaps, 
bring with them a Teſtimony, too plain, of 
my Perfidy, for me to entertain the leaft 
hope of an Evaſion——— How ſhall I 
ſtand the Shock ? How bear the juſt 
Upbraidings of an injured Husband ? 
How endure the Rage of an incens'd. Fa- 
ther? or the more piercing Tears of a 
fond tender Mother, whoſe only Grief is 
for my Same Heaven! what will be- 
come of me? Oh that my Life were of 
as ſhort a Date as my Reputation that 
Icould die e'er ſee the Faces of thoſe I have 
wronged |——What will it avail me to 
ſay, I have been guilty. of no real Crime? 
Who will give Credit to my words, 
when ſuch Appearances are againſt me ? 
Or will the number of Examples of Wives, 
who have ſinned againſt their Husbands in 
this manner, ſerve as an Authority for me? 
——WIl all your Stock of Charms and Me- 
rit be a ſufficient Plea for my Defence? 
Oh! no, thoſe partial Judges will be blind, 
- "= 
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be deaf to all but Rage and Indignation—: 
But, if they were nor, if (which ſure, to 
Perſons intereſted as they are, would be 
the greateſt of Impoſſibilities) I could per- 
ſuade them to regard you with my Eyes 
to think no otherwiſe of my Fault than as 
of a Mi. fortune, which I could not, know- 


ing you, prevent; yet, even then, I were 


the moſt miſerable of Women : for, Oh! 
my dear Undoer ! how ſhould I be able to 
avoid condemning you? What Excuſes 
could my ingenious Love invent, of force 
enough to engage my Reaſon to forgive you? 
Muſt not my fond Heart confeſs you guilty 


of both Imprudence and Infidelity, and 


mingle Hatred with its Dotage > Have I 
not commanded——have I not conjur'd you, 
a thouſand and a thouſand times, to burn 
thoſe dangerous Teſtimonies of my Aft- 
tection, and is not your Diſobedience— 
your Refuſal worthy my molt ſevere Re- 
ſentment ? If my Suſpicion wrongs 
you, believe I find my Puniſhment in my 
Crime, and that, in but imagining I have 
occaſion to accuſe you, my Soul feels all thoſe 
Tortures, yours would merit if my Fears 
are juſt What is it, which the World calls 
valuable, I would not joyfully reſign, that in 


exchange I might be bleſs'd with the afſu- 


rance of your Innocence? And how many 
improbable Conjectures do 1 form, that 
my Husband's Ill-Humour proceeds not 

from 
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[ 77 ] 
from Jealouſy ? But *tis too viſible, and I 
endeavour to deceive myſelf in vain—his 
Return will ſhortly bring the cruel Cer- 
tainty ; but if I yet am dear to you, if my 
Peace, my Honour, or my Life be of any 
eſtimation with you, T beg to hear from 
you before Arm me, at leaſt, for this 
terrible Encounter; and if you cannot ex- 
cuſe what you have done, let me not think 
ou want Contrition for ſo ruinous an Ac- 
cident ; for that would add to my Afflic- 
tion, a Load more grievous, than all my 
Husband's, or my Parents Rage, is capa- 
ble of oppreſſing me with. Farewell 
may you be ever happy, whatever Miſe- 
ries are decreed for me. ER 
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A B1LLE x, ſent immediately 
after. 


BE comforted, my SouPs adored ! be 
comforted. As I have made you Par- 
taker of my Griefs, be now alſo Partaker of 
my Joy! The moment I had ſent my 
Letter, my Husband returned with as 


much Sati faction in his Countenance, as he 


went out with Diſcontent ; plucking off his 
Glove laſt night at the Opera, he drop'd a 


Diamond Ring, worth between five and 
{1x 
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ſix hundred Piſtoles; and thinking it too 
late to go back to the Theatre in ſearch 
of it, would not give me the Vexation of 
bearing he had ſo great a Loſs, till he was 
paſt all hopes of recovering it: (How little 
is he acquainted with my Sentiments } 
and how muoh more eaſy had I been to 
have known the Truth, though it had been 
twice as many Thouſands ?) This morn- 
ing, as I have before informed you, he 
went to my Father; but it was only to 
engage him to prepare me for the Misfor- 
tune, in caſe he ſhould not be able to re- 
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trieve it But he was more lucky than 


he expected; the Man, who takes care of 
the Boxes, found the Ring, and reſtor'd it 
immediately on his Enquiry : The Adven- 
ture has put him into ſo good a Humour, 
that he is preparing for our little Journey 
to Auteville with all the pleaſure imagina- 


* * 


ble. The Place of Rendevouz, for all 
the Company to meet, is the great Walk in 
the Tuilleries, where I intreat (in ſpite of 
the Reſolutions of yeſterday) I may not 
fail to find you — it will be no Feaſt to me, 
if you are not there, and I doubt not but 
you will behave yourſelf to Madamoiſelle 
d&——— in ſuch a manner, as ſhall give 
me no juſt Occaſion of Suſpicion ; and 1 
promiſe never to think ef affronted, til 
1 am really ſo. 
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Dog is molt true, thou dear Diſpoſer 


=) of my Fate ! it is moſt true, that 1 
was one of thoſe who adviſed you 
to go for Exglamd; but T could not have be- 
lieved you would have been brought ſo ea- 
ſily, if at all, to form fo oruel a Reſolu- 
tion Good God bew much has 
my fond Heart deceived it elf You have 
then determined for the fatal Voyage, and 
make no Difficulty to tell me ſo— What: 
faid I, 20 Diſiculty! alas! you tell it me 
with a barbarous Trazqmizy! an Uncon- 
cern more ſtabbing even than the parting 
with you you go to-morrow go 
without hopes of ſeeing me again theſe 


two years—and yet youtalk more calmly 


ot it, than once you would of a Week's 
Abſence—— Yes, ingrateful and forgetful 


Man! there wasa time when every little 


Separation merited Regret; when by your 
Intimacy 


75 
Intimacy With my Husband, you unſuſ- 
Qed ſaw me every day, Naht always 
ound the Hiſtory of your Love unfiniſhd 
What tender Languiſhments then ar 
company'd your Adieus ! — What ſoft 
Complainings ! ——W hat reluctant Sighs 
then manifeſted your Concern to leave me 
And when, at laſt, oblig*d, by cruel Forms, 
to part, how oft would you attempt to go, 
how oft return, repeat each fond Endear- 
ment oer and oer, and yet have ſome- 
thing (till to ſay, which a kind Billet would 
the next morning bring me; a thouſand 


nameleſs Soul- ſeducing Arts your Pa ſſion 


theu inſpir'd you with Heaven! why is 
Man, for Godlike Rea ſon, and for Strength 
of Soul, renown'd above our Sex, when 
Falſhood and Deceit make up his Being? 
The fleeting Air wears not more Shapes 
than does his changing Temper ! Nor are 
the inconſtant Seas Wa true ro thoſe who 
truſt them—Baſely ungenerous ! thankleſs! 
are you all! meanly ſubmiſſive, fawning, 
when you /ue————inſolent, proud, and 
pityleſs extreated———Art thou not ſo? 
and thou art ſure the beſt the very beſt, 
and moſt untainted of thy kind-+ſo ſweet ! 
ſo kind! fo lovely! and fo wiſe! that but 
for mutability in Love thou would!t be all 
Divine -I am not jealous now, nor do I 
thiak, in the long Series of our tender 
Friendſhip, you 8 had a Wiſh beyond 
2 me: 
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me *tis what you may, not what you have 


been guilty of, torments me. Abſence and 
Diſtance are cruel Foes to Love; and, Oh! 
you leave me (that's the Thought which 
racks me) with ſo ſlight an Impreſſion of 
my Idea, that it will be no difficult matter 
for the next face you ſee, more beautiful 
than mine (which Heaven knows 1s eaſy to 
be found) to drive me from your Memory 
for ever Forgive the Tranſports of my 
beating Heart, nor judge ſo meanly of 
me, as to believe me partial enough to my 
own Happineſs to wiſh your Stay—No, go 
where your Fortune ſends you——obey a 
cruel Mother, and ſacrifice to Intereſt and 
to Duty all——all but your Wiſhes 
{till let them be mine — ſtill let me pre- 
ſerve the envy'd Place I held in your 
Eſteem, and I' abfolve my Fate from all 
Injuſtice Great God! what Jncon- 


ſiſtencies does my good Opinion of you ſug- 


geſt ? Where are the Aſſurances you 
can give me of your Conftancy ?!——How 
can I entertain Hopes, which, with fo 
much Reaſon, appear fallacious even in 
their Formation? If, in me *twas the 
Effects, as ſure it was, of a refin'd diſinte- 
reſted Paſſion to bid you ga; had yours 

een ſuch, it had oblig d your 57 
no; 'cis too plain, Ambition is now your 
darling Miſtreſs, and content with having 
been able to ſeduce me from my Duty, 
| corrupt 


+ + 4 
corrupt my Innocence, triumph over my 
Weakneſs, and get the better of my Vir- 


tue, you leave me, without regret— 


Leave me, to fee me— when? Oh 


Heavens ! perhaps no more If 
I thought it too much to be ſeparated from 
you but by a few Streets, and curs'd thoſe 
interpoſing Houſes, which barred the Pro- 
ſpect of that dear Place where you reſided 
from my Window, how {ſhall I endure to 
continue in a NMingdom where you are not > 
— If every Day was loſt in which I faw 
you not, and the ſucceeding Night {till 
brought on Tears, how ſhall my Soul ſup- 
port ſo tedious an Abſence ?!——two Years! 
two Ages !—an Eternity of Woe !— 
Will not each hour yield me Encreaſe of 
Milery > Will not Reflection ſtill grow 
ſtronger in me? And Grief, Remorſe, 
Fear, Jealouſy, and Deſpair rack me al- 
ternately with inceſſant Horror— till they 
diſtract, or ſend me to my Grave? Les, 
this moſt wretched, this abandon'd Wo- 
man, will ſhortly diſcharge you of your 
Vows ; and, e'er you yet reach England, 
perhaps, my Soul (for that permiſſion is 
all Task of Heaven) may find its way be- 


fore you, and clothe itſelf anew in bo- 


died Air, to meet your Landing To 
what an extravagant pitch does the Whirl- 
wind of my Paſſion bear me? Confuſed, 
and wild, I know not what I ſay Re- 
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[7 ] 
ard me net; for if thou doſt, I Know, in 
pite of what my Deſperation made me 

utter, thou yet haſt Love enough to ha. 
zard all——— Remember, when Reaſon 
held Dominion o'er my Thoughts, how of, 
ten, and how ſtrenuoully I have pref&d 
thee to this Voyage; nay, chid that Ten; 
derneſs which engag'd thy Stay Rut 
Oh! there's mighty Difference betwixt a 
diſtaut and a preſent Wae———1 dare truſt 
myſelf to reflect no farther for fear of a 
Relapſe—Let me ſee you this Evening, as 
ſoon as poſſible, to conſult meaſures for our 
frequent writing to each other ——Miſe- 


rable Conſolation for a Loſs like mine! yet 


it is all my Fate allows after this night— 
this laſt dear, cruel night Wou'd to 
Gad it were alſo the laſt of my Life, and 
that I could be ſo happy as to die, before 1 
ſpeak that dreadful word, Adieu. 
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LETTER XL 


I is now three Days ſince your 
@ I Departure, yet I have receiv'd no 
ES3Y Leiter from you: Is this the Effect 
of all your tender Promiſes and Impreca- 


tions, that not one ſhould paſs without 
your Writing to me?: — Was that in- 


chanting Softneſs of your parting words, 
and the Tears which accompany'd them, 
owing only to a ſhort-liv'd Pity ? And if 
there was a neceſſity that T ſhould be aban- 
doned, is there alſo a Neceſſity that I maſt 
be forgdtten ? ——— Yes, yes, thou dear 
Deftroyer of my Soul, the great Aﬀair you 
go'on——Variety of Objects, and a thouſand 
gay Amuſements, which muſt attend 
where'er you come in place, have already 
blotred out the Memory of your Paffion 
and my Sufferings————Full of the hopes 


of future Grandeur, you go in ſearch of 


Fame and Honour, while I am left to 
mourn 
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L 80 ] 
mourn the Loſs of mine, to count the te. 
dious Hours, to number out my Days in 
Sighs, and haſten Time in vain— Alas! 
no Time can e'er retrieve my Innocence, 
or reſtore me to that Peace of Mind which 
thou haſt robbed me of Forgive the Un- 
kindneſs of that raſh Expreſſion, when to 
thy Merits I reſigned my all, I had, in re- 
compence, Joys! which could never be 
too dearly. purchas'd : For ten bleſs'd years 
who ever knew Felicity like mine! Tranſ- 
ports on Tranſports ſtill were multiply'd ! 
and from that ne'er to be, by me, forgot- 
ten Hour in which I ſaw you firit, down 
to that dreadful one of your Departure, I 
found I ſtill grew nearer to your Soul! each 
raviſhing Teſtimony of our mutual Ten- 
derneſs gave you new Paſſion ! me new Haß. 
pineſs ! And after ſuch a glorious Day, if 
a long Night of Woe ſucceeds, I ought 
not to complain No; by the Re- 
membrance of my Pleaſures paſt—by the 
Heart-rending Pangs I ſuffer now—by the 
charming Hopes thy well-known Truth 1n- 
ſpires—and by the agonizing Fears thy 
cruel Silence gives! I ſwear, I do not 
will not—cannot e*er repent that I have 
known and lov'd ſuch Excellence — nor 
would I, if 'twere in my power, forgo 
ſome rapturous Reflections, though to re- 
gain that dull Tranquillity I enjoyed be- 
fore. Are all thoſe dear Ideas * 

| : tin 


— 5 


= $n! 
tinct in thee? Can it be poſſible thou canſt 
ſo ſuddenly be chang'd from the fond 
melting Lover to the deſigning Stateſman ? 
Couldſt thou not ſpare, in all theſe three 
long Days, one moment's time to tell me 
that thou ſtill wer't mine? Or with thy 
Love haſt thou thrown off all Pity too, 
and Complaiſance, that you can neither 
feel, nor feigr, at leaſt, to feel ſome of 


thoſe Pains you give? Was it to prolong 


my Miſeries, you were fo laviſh of your 
Tenderneſs, to conjure me to preſerve my 
Lie? Does it afford greater Triumph to 
your Pride, that I ſhould die by your DI 
lain, than by your Alſence? lt is not 
cannot be and when I conſider the 
Impoſſibility of ſo ſtrange a Transforma- 
tion, it fills me with a rhouſand Terrors, 
that ſome * pernicious Accident has hap- 
pen'd, more dreadful to my Imagination 
than all I have nam'd can be Num- 
berleſs Miſchiefs wait on Travellers, and 


ſhould any fatal one have overtaken thee, 


how wouldſt thou, in the other World, 
forgive the Injuſtice of my Doubts or 
how could I forgive myſelf! —Grant, 
Heaven! thou mayſt be ever ſafe be e- 
ver well, whate*er becomes of me 


Still may thy Guardian Angel hover round 
thee ! and, in caſe of Danger, call down 


to thy Aſſiſtance whole Myriads of illuf- 
Farewel, my deareſt, my 


trious Spirits 
eternal 
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eternal Charmer ou cannot give 


me ſo welcome a Proof of jour Love, as 


to tell me you are in Health—nor can J 
give you a greater of mine, than to aſſure 
you, that your Life and Proſperity are my 
chiefeſt Care, and the Continuance of your 
Affection but my ſecond Wiſh 


LETTER XII. 


Writ the ſame Day. 


ARD ON me, O God of my De- 
PE fires! Pardon me, I beſeech you, 
for diſobeying the Injunction you 
me at our parting, not to afflict my- 
ſelf with cauſleſs Fears I ought indeed 
to have known you better, than to ima- 
gine there was a poſſibility for you (whoſe 
every Action is influenced by Juſtice and 
by Truth) either to deceive or ſcorn me, 
and to have imputed my Misfortune of not 
hearing from you to any Reaſon, rather 
than your Unkindneſs or Neglect but 
my Exceſs of Love (if that can be called 
ſo, which is inſpired by ſuch an Object) has 
often led me into the like Errors; and as 


I can alledge nothing elſe in my Vindica- 


tion, ſo I am confident I zeed no more to 
"200" render 


4 
i 1 5 
4 yo» 


[ 84 ] 
render me excuſable——How much unable 
am I to expreſs what *twas I felt, when, 
immediately after I had fent my Letter, I 
received hoth yours, which, by ſome neg- 
lect in the Officers, had been detained at 
the Poſt-houſe Such a mixture of Sur- 
prize and Extaſy ſuch a wild Torrent 
of o*erflowing Pleaſure, as ſurely none but 
thoſe who taite can gueſs at, ruſhed thro 
each Vein, and ſwelled me even to burſt- 
ing ſcarce could your Preſence give me 
fiercer Joys Oh thou for ever loy'd | for 
ever worſhipp'd! What ſhall J fay? 
What {hall I do to compenſate for all thy 
matchleſs Faich—thy matchleſs Tender- 
neſs?— All the Ideas formful Fancy feigns 
all the exemplary Tales of Conſtancy, 
of Purity, and Zeal, are poor, and want 
of thy Perfection — Methinks, I now no 
more regret our Separation; Virtue is not 
Virtue till'tis tempted, and Abſence is a 
fiery 

a 


y Tryal, through which Love ſeldom 
| ts, without loſing great part of its 
5 but thine, I am confident, will 
remain unſully'd, increaſe in Value, and 
ain a nobler Luſtre by ſo dangerous a 
Proof — — Yes, I will ceaſe Complaints, 


and till that happy point of Time arrives, 
which ſhall reſtore us to more ſolid Joys 
beguile the others with the delightful Ima- 
gery of Contemplation ! Remembrance of 
the old and frequent Letters ſtill affording 

mew 
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z Themes of Bliſs, will make the hours 


ſlide pleaſingly away, and we ſhall meet 
again, before we know we have been 4. 


vided ; if thoſe may be properly ſaid to be 
divided, whoſe Souls, like ours, are antted. 
| You tell me that (next to the ſeeing me) 


you deſire nothing more, than that there 


were a poſſibility of my being ſenſible, not 
only of every thing you By and do, but 
alſo of every Thought which paſles in 
your Heart Tis wondrous kind that 
render Wiſh——and, in requital, I muſt 
inform you, that the utmoſt of my Ambi- 
tion (making your own Reſerve) is to 
have the power, in words as expreſſive and 
as forcible as yours, to let you know how 
full —— how abſolute your Dominion is 
oer mint How much you govern all 
my Words and Aﬀtions——and- with what 
an Infinity of Pleaſure: each willing Senti- 
ment avows your Sway Oh thou 
tranſporting Dear! Wou'd Heaven, to make 
me worthy of thee, add to my Beauty, and 
inſpire my Mit, till both appear'd as pure, 
as ſparkling, and as laſting as my Love, I 
ſhould have nothing left to ask——but as 
I am, thus dreſs'd in languid Charms, Tam 
aſham'd that I poſſeſs ſo much, deſerve ſo 
little—Forbear then, I conjure thee, from 
this time forward, to give me Praiſes not 
my Due, but always continue to think my 
Paſſion a ſufficient Merit, to counterbal- 


lance 
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lance all other ImperfeQions— See ! what 
a cruel Accident now puts me in mind to 
what a Diftance you are removed ; the 
Boy, who waits to carry this to the Poſt, 
acquaints me, that my Time 1s almoſt 
elapſed, and obliges me to bid you Adieu, 
long before my Inclination would permit 
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Of this Nature. 


By Way of ESSAY. 
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4 DISCOURSE roncern- 
ing Writings of this Nature, by 


way of Efjay. 


H E Inconveniences, not to mention the 
Sf Dangers, Which there are in holding 
AE Correſpondence, ſuch as the pre- 


=== that an Endeavour to diſplay what is 
his to the meaneſt Capacity, may, perhaps, 
be looked on as impertinent by Ladies, who boaſt 


a Superiority of Diſcernment ; but as it is by 


thoſe only I am ambitious to be read, I muſt beg 
leave to remind them, that. it is that very Ele- 
gance of Soul, and refined Genius, which, while 
1t raiſes them above the reſt of their Sex, makes * 
them ſometimes too apt to deſpiſe thoſe neceſſary 
Cautions, without which, their Vit, like an un- 
governed Courſer, will be ready to plunge, not 
only their Reputation, but their Peace of Mind, 
into a Sea of wubles.; - out of which it muſt be 
with all the difficulty in the World, if ever, they 
are recovered, 

Letters from a Woman, diſtinguiſhed for her 
Beauty, Wit, Virtue, or any other Excellence 
are "5g great and valuable 5 Token of her Regard | 


ceding Letters, are ſo well known, 
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(2) 
as 9 | 1 ; 
for the Perſon to whom they are written, that it 
is not to be wonder'd at, that Men ſhould, by all 


- poſſible Aſſiduity, endeavour to obtain ſo under 
niable a Proof of Favour ; it is a kind of Food for 


their Ambition, their Love, and, too often, their 
Vanity: but what a Woman gains by her Conde- 
ſcenſion (beſides the Reputation of a Talent, 


a £ hs 


which had better be eternally concealed, than 


made uſe of this way) I cannot find our, 


There are no two things more inexpreſſibly diſ- 
tant in their Conſequences, than Mit and Wiſdom ; 
in confidence of the one, we run precipitately into 
any Labyrinth the Gaiety of Youth and Fancy 
may lead us to, nor doubt to find a Clue at plea- 
fure which will extricate us ; but the other inſpires 
ſelf- preſerving Fears, faſtens the Chain of Thought, 
and bids us ſtand upon our guard: therefore, 
where the former abounds, if there is not a great 
Stock alſo of the latter, the Owner will be liable 
to many Inadvertencies in her Conduct. What 
dares not a Woman do, when ſhe fancies herſelf a 
Wit ? ſecured by that, as ſhe believes, impenetra- 
ble Rampart, ſhe defies not only all the Darts of 
Flattery from without, but the ſecret Workings 
of Nature, and her Sex's 'Tendernefs within ; and 
for want of calling a Counſel of her "Thoughts, 
ſuffers the Fortreſs of her Honour to be beaten 
down by the more watchtul Fve, or ſurrendred by 
the treacherous Inmates. 

Frequent Examples make good the Truth of 
this Aſſertion; and as there is ſcarce a poſſibility 
for a Woman, famed for any Perfection, to eſcape 
Sollicitations of this nature; ſo in the reſiſting 
them lies the greateſt Proof of her Miſdom, as well 
as Virtue, How often have I heard ſome Ladies 
fay, when they find themſelves attacked, F wil 
write to this Fellow, —pretend an equal Regard, and 
when I have raiſed his Hopes and his Deſires, then 
þ turn 


RY 

turn him into Ridicule, and make him know the Artifice 
of Love is vain, when uſed tv a Woman of N. 
Thus do they unawares entangle themſelves ! 
Bur, alas! how common is it for a little Time and 
Aſſiduity in the Man to triumph over this Reſolu- 
tion, and how dear does the fair Deceiver, caught 
in her own Snare, pay for the Experiment? But 


as this can be the Caſe only of the Coquer Part of 


the Sex, who are generally too fond of their Fol- 
lies to be prevailed upon to quit them ; I ſhall 
ſpare my-ſelf and them the Trouble of fruitleſs 
Admonitions, and leave them 'to incur the Pu- 
niſhmenr their Vanity deſerves ; that of being of- 
ten in Love, as often forſaken, and always expoſed, 

But if there were really no other Dangers in a 
Converſation of this kind, than the Apprehen- 


ſions of its being known, and cenſured by the 


Malicious and Envious, which are certainly much 
the greateſt part of the World; the continual Un- 
eaſineſs which muſt attend ſuch Fears, one would 
think, were ſufficient to make any Woman, of 
but common Prudence, avoid the neceſſity of fal- 
ling into them: for, as Mr. Udall has it, | 


No would forſake a Walk, whoſe pleaſant Round") 
With fragrant Flowers and vernal Sweets was( 
c round, | 


For one where Thorns and Hemlock load the | 
Ground? | | | 


And that ſuch a Correſpondence, after Marriage, 
can be held without Pears, is abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble. In the firſt Place, a Woman had need be 
well aſſured as to the Honour of the Man to 
whom ſhe writes, that his Vanity—ſome cauſelefs 
Quarrel or a new, and one whom he may 
think, a more agreeable Correſpondent, may not, 
ſome time or other, influence him to expoſe her. 
| bp el i . 
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Opinion is partial, and thoſe of the beſt Senſe 
have often been deceived in the choice of their 
Friends. I remember to have heard a Story very 


credibly reported of a Gentleman, who to gratify 


the Ill- Nature and Malice of a Lady (whom he ei- 
ther loved, or had ſome potent Reaſons to feign 


a Paſſion for) ſo artfully counterfeited one for an- 


other, that he at laſt drew into a Converſation, 
which, if not the Deſtruction of her Virtue, was 
moſt certainly ſo of her Reputation ; and having 
compleated his Deſign, made his ſucceſsful Court 


to her Rival, with thoſe Trophies of his Con- 


queſt, her Letters in his hand, which the Prude 
immediately publiſhed, to the utter Ruin of the 
unfortunate, but too eaſy Believer. * That ſuch 
a Contrivance was baſe to the laſt degree, it muſt 
be confeſſed 5 and we cannot imagine there are 
many Men (eſpecially among thoſe of a liberal 


Education) who would, in this manner, ſacrifice 
any one Woman to the Reſentment of another: 


yet notwithſtanding, all wife People will guard 
themſelves againſt even a poſſibility of Danger. 
Conſidering the Artifices which are daily uſed in 
Affairs of this kind, tis not very eaſy. to diſcover 
a real Paſſion from a counterfeit, If a Woman loves, 


the is too inclinable to interpret every Action as 


ſhe would wiſh to have it, and as all Paſſions are 
at Enmity with Reaſon, this is the leaſt poſſible 


of any to be reconciled to it; for by the ſweet- 


nels ot its firſt Apprœaches, it makes us more 
unwilling than unable to drive it from our Souls. 
Ihe pleaſing Ruin comes dreſſed all in Smiles, no- 
thing ſo delightful as the firſt Dawnings of a 
riſing Lenderneſs, and we think *tis doing too 
great a Violence to our Nature, to cloud ſo ſweet 
a Sun-ſhine, with Rellection. Some indeed there 
are, Who have Solidity enough to weigh the Con- 


ſequence, to diſcern the diſtant Storm before it 


breaks 


(5) 


breaks upon them ; bur wanting Refolution to 


take ſhelter from it, are the moſt miſerable of all: 


tis better in ſuch a caſe to have no Reaſon at all, 


than not to have enough. The happy Idiot, bleſt 


in Security, poſtpones not her Misfortune ; and, 
perhaps, for many Years enjoys a ſtate of 'T'ran- 
quillity ; while the Woman of Wit, with aking 
Heart, perceives from far, the Ruin ſhe is ſure to 
meet, and fain would fly, but cannor. 

But ſuppoſe this is not the caſe, and that we 
have found a Perſon really adorn'd with Honour, 
Wiſdom, Gratitude, Secrecy, and Truth; and 


that a long Acquaintance, and deep Inſpection in- 
to his Nature and Principles, make the Liking 


| ſuch a one more the effect of Judgment than Fancy; 
which, by the way, does not very often happen: 
not but there are Men who deferve more than 
Eloquence can ſpeak ; but then they are but few, 
and *tis ſeldom that ſuch a one falls to the Lot of 
a Woman of Merit. | e 


Sincerity, like Fortune, ſtill is blind, 

The Faithful, rarely do the Fatihful find: 

Tou d too much take our Wiſhes from above, 

Shou'd we, on Earth, Heav'ns choiceſt 15 — 

555 e e ro“. 

But if two ſuch, equally worthy, equally loving 
and belov'd, by Miracle ſhou'd meet; yet, even 
then, a Woman of nice Honour cannot think her- 
ſelf ſecure: Letters often live longer than the 
Perſon who wrote them they may by ſome 
Accident be loſt—may miſcarry— ſomebody muſt 
be truſted to convey em, and the Fidelity of ſuch 
fort of People is not much to be depended on. 
But if all theſe Apprehenſions ſhould be likewiſe 
remov'd; if the Confidant be a Perſon of approv'd 
Diſcretion and Truth ;—if the Parties concerned, 
contrive ſome- Form of Writing unintelligible 1 
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(6) 
all the World but one another if to prevent 
Suſpicion, if even the Hand ſhould be ſeen, they 


are burnt as ſoon as read; yet what is all this 


Circumſpection, this Watchfulneſs, this Guard 


over every Action, Word, and Look, but a con- 


tinual Slavery, which, methinks, a Soul deſigu'd 
for Liberty ſhould ſcorn. 

But the greateſt, and moſt tormenting fear of 
all, is, that. we have, or ought to have, of our- 


- ſelves : when once a Heart has receiv'd the Im- 


preſſion of an Idea, tho never ſo ſlightly, Contem- 


plation ſtrengthens it inſenſibly ; and if we make 


never ſo many Reſolutions to contain ourſelves in 
the bounds. of the moſt ſtrict Reſervedneſs, we 
cannot be ſure but ſome unguarded Moment may 
arrive, in which Paſſion may triumph over Reaſon : 
Paper cannot bluſh, and our Thoughts, in ſpite 
of us, will often take a greater liberty in expreſ- 
ſing themſelves that way, than the natural Baſh- 
fulneſs of Virtue will permit em to do any other. 


But if it goes not ſo far, we are fill'd, at leaſt, 


While thus employ'd, with Sentiments not at all 
to the advantage of thoſe Principles we ought to 
cheriſh : beſides, the anſwering any Letters of 


this kind, is a ſufficient Encouragement to the 


Man to proceed ; and I have ſomewhere read, 


The Pen can furrow 4 fond Females Heart, 

And pierce it more than Cupid's talk df Dart 
Letters, a kind of Magick Virtue have, 

And, like ſtrong Philters, human Sculs enflave ! 


There is certainly an Influence in an artful, 
tender, and paſſionate Way of Writing, which 


more ſenſibly affects the Soul, than all the "Tongue 
can utter: Words, tho never ſo moving, and 
with never ſo great a Grace deliver'd, we may 
avoid liſt'ning to, or they may ſlide from our Me- 


mory, 
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mory, when Letters will remain perpetual Moni- 
tors. Tho we know each Line is an Arrow aimed 
at our Virtue or our Peace; our Curioſity, or our 
Inclination, ſeldom fails engaging us to peruſe 
them : from that we fall to examining the happy 
Turn of Thought, — the Elegance of the Expreſ- 
ſion, the eaſy Flow of Stile,— diſcover unnum- 
bred Beauties in every Sentence,— and admire the 
Author's Love, or Wit, or both, which have inſpir'd 
him with ſo uncommon a Delicacy : thence we 
reflect on his Behaviour while he was writing, 
—think in what manner he look*d—how he ſigh d 
what he wiſh'd—1magine we dive into his very 
Soul—find out Meanings there, to which, perhaps, 
he is a ſtranger and prepoſleſs'd by this time, 
conſtrue every thing to the advantage of his Paſ- 
ſton, and our own Deſires. In this pleaſing, but 
deſtructive Amuſement, we loſe our ſelves ſo 
long, that the return of Reaſon is too weak to 
drive it from our Minds; we wake indeed from 
the deluding Dream, but the remembrance of it 
laſts ; and Doubts and Terrors, mingling with Hopes 
and Wiſhes, make an eternal War within our 
Boſoms. . | WI 
This is a State of Life which certainly none 
wou'd be ambitious of; but as e ſlide into it by 
degrees, and unknown, as it were, even to our- 
ſelves ; our only way of Prevention, is to make 
the beſt uſe of thoſe Fears when they firſt aſſail 
us that is, to allow them to be juſt For, in the 
firſt place, no Woman, who had any regard to 
her Fame, ever put herſelf ſo much in the power 
of a Man, as to write to him, without believing, 
at leaſt, that ſhe might do it with Safety; and in 
the next, I have that Charity for my Sex, as to 
imagine, that even thoſe among them who have 
been led into the moſt criminal Converſations, = 
ter 


ter'd into em with no other View than what 
ſhou'd terminate in Innocence : therefore, 


Tear up the Seeds of the unrooted Ill, 
While they are weak, and you have power to kill : 
Ship not one Moment; who defers to-day, 
To-morrow may be hardned in Delay. Tate. 


And indeed thoſe little Fears ſeem deſign'd 
by Providence to correct that too great Softneſs, 
Which is generally found in our Sex: and, tho a 
Woman wou'd be a ſtrange fort of a Creature 
wanting 'Tenderneſs, yet where it too much 
abounds, or 1s miſapply'd, it commonly needs no 
other aſſiſtance to draw the Owner into the Path 
of Ruin. A Lady of my Acquaintance, perhaps 
not without reaſon, fell one day, as ſhe was ſit- 
ting with me, into this Poetical Exclamartion : 


Softneſs ! thou Origine of Female Moes 
hou Spring from which our common Ruin flows! 

In vain deceiving Man won'd kueel and ſwear, 
Were we, like him, hard-hearted and ſevere : 
But, by thy fond Emotions, firſt betray'd, 
Frign' d Sighs, falſe Vows, with real ones are paid. 
We wail Miſhaps which to no Heart were known, 
But what the Idea raiſes in our own ; 

With Sympathetic Taflnence idly mourn, 

And into Truth the well-wrought- Fiction turn 

Then, overaubelm'd in Seas of Paſſion fall, 

And Man, th unpitying Tyrant, ſeizes all. 


How much better is it then to force our Ten- 
derneſs to yield to our Fears, for once, than by a 
vain oppoſition be oblig'd to endure their Perſe- 
cutions for ever! that is, till we get rid of them 
to be tormented by worſe Feinds, Remorſe and 

Deſpair. 
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but you'll ſay, this is a Task much eaſier talk'd 
of than perform d. I grant it is, and that Love and 
Nature are Foes too mighty to be vanquiſh'd 
without a more than manly Reſolution : but ſince 
that Sex make no difficulty to reſolve to throw 
off their Paſſion, on the leaſt Appearance of any 
Inconvenience attending it; fo I would have ours, 
who have Certainty on their ſide, endeavour with 
all their Force to be before-hand with them. 

I have heard ſome Ladies (in the Infancy of 
Love) diſpute very warmly in its behalf, declare 
that they look'd on a ſtate of Indiſference, to be no 
better than a ſtate of Stupidity ; and that they 
wou'd not part with their Paſfion, with all the 
little Fears, Hopes, Wiſhes, Languiſhments which 
attend it, for the World : but, I believe, there 
are but few in whom this Opinion had any long 
duration. In a word, according to.the Effects it 
produces in the generality of the World, we may 


— 


ſay that Love is a Paſſion, which, while 'tis kept 


in ſubjection, diverts us with a thouſand gay 
Amuſements ; but the miſchief on't is, that from 
a Servant it quickly becomes a Maſter, and, then, 
no Tyrant ſo inhuman. 

Not but that there are a great many who exclaim 
againſt this Paſſion without any manner of reaſon ; 
and having gone as far with the receiv'd Opinion 
of the World, as I thought Juſtice would permit, 
I think myſelf obliged to redeem the name of Love 
from thoſe Aſperſions, the intermixture of other 
leſs excuſable Paſſions has drawn upon it: as 
much, at leaſt, as tis in my power, by making 
thoſe Remarks which have fallen in the compaſs 
of my little Obſervation. | 

Love varies in his Effects according to the Prin- 
ciples and Diſpoſition of the Perſon poſſeſs d with 
it; a generous Soul it enflames with a noble "Thirſt 
of Improvement, an Ambition to attain thoſe Ex- 
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cellencies which may render the Lover worthy of 
his, or her Deſire; aims more at deſerving than 
poſſeſſing ; and if deny'd a ſuitable Reward, rather 
pities the Blindneſs, than hates the Ingratitude of 
the Object. In a mean and narrow Mind, it in- 
ſpires mean and narrow Views, looks no farther 
than the gratification of its Wiſhes ; to gain, or 
ſecure that end, ſcruples nothing, tho ne'er fo vile 
or treacherous, and failing of it, turns all to Fury 
and Revenge: 'tis the baſeneſs of our own Na- 
tures which often hurries us to extravagant and 
wicked Actions, when Love bears all the blame. 
If we ſee Perſons tormenting their Families, 
and plaguing all the World who know them, with 
Jealouſy, we are apt to ſay, it is becauſe they love 
too well: A Man, indeed, whoſe Honour is at 
ſtake, may have ſome Excuſe for Watchfulneſs 
over a ſuſpected Wife; but when a Woman is jea- 
lous of her Husband, or her Lover, it ſprings not 
from Love, but Pride, Envy, or ſomething worſe, 
which it does not become a Woman's Pen to give 
a name to: or if we hear of any deſpairing Wretch, 
who, diſappointed of his Wiſhes, is ready to lay 
violent hands on his own Life, *tis all imputed to 
Love, when, 1n reality, *tis owing only to his own 
deviliſh and revengetul Diſpoſition. 

That Love, therefore, which is inſpir'd by a , 
worthy Object, in a noble Mind, is ſo far from be- 
ing pernicious, that it fills the Souls of two ſuch 
Perſons with a kind of heavenly Delight: they are 
bleſs'd in one another, happy in themſelves, and 
amiable to all who have the good-fortune to be of 
their Acquaintance. | 

I am ſenſible this Digreſſion is foreign to the 
purpoſe on which I far down to write, and that 
Vanity 1s a Foible fo much in faſhion, that a great 
many may take advantage of my Words, and 
imagine themſelves qualified for that happy Con- 
oo dition 
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4 I have been deſcribing : but I would adviſe 
all ſuch, before they make a Concluſion, to exa- 
mine carefully, not only their own. Hearts, but 
likewiſe, as much as in them lies, that of the Per- 
ſon they admire; and then, I propheſy, the number 
of thoſe, who in a Life of Love are threatned 
with a Hell of Inquietudes, will infinitely exceed 
thoſe, promis'd a Heaven of Felicity. 

But what can thoſe Women expect but Miſery, 
and the Contempt of the Perſon they admire, who 
are ſo weak, or rather forward, as to 8 
without a Summons? Cuſtom, and the more na- 
tural Boldneſs of the Sex, makes Courtſhip the 
buſineſs of the Man, and where Inclination dic- 
tates, the Tongue or Pen will never fail to ſpeak ; 
but where they are ſilent on his fide, the Wn, 
ſure, can have but little Hope hers. will ſucceed : 
and ſhe who takes it for a Maxim, that Love begets 
Love, will find herſelf miſerably miſtaken. A 
Gentleman of my acquaintance, who is neither 
ill-natur'd nor vain, gave me the proof of it the 
other day, by ſhowing, and giving me leave to 
publiſh a Declaration of this kind, which he had 
lately received from a Lady, for whom he never 
proteſs'd any thing more than a common Civility : 
there was a long proſe Letter, but I ſhall inſert 
nothing but the Lag of Verſe which concluded 
it, for fear my Readers ſhould be as much tired, 


as the Perſon to whom it was ſent. 


How vain are the Reſolves which Lovers make? 
Only in force, till we have power to break : 


A thouſand times, I, to myſelf, have ſwore, 
That on your daugerous Charms Id gaze no more; 


Far from the Mufick of your Tongue wor” dy; 
Keep my Griefs ſilent, and in Abſence dies, 
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Yet, when I'm told a Viſit you'll beſtow, 

A ſudden Joy does my Defigns 0 rethrow, 

I have no Breath no Voice to anſwer, No. | 
Pleas'd, tho confus'd, I ſcarce reſtrain my Feet 
From wildly running your Approach to meet : 

But when you ſee my Face—Oh then] if &er ) 
Jou d learn'd Love's Leſſon, which the Looks Kar 
In tender Characters, you'd read mine there. 

But you, alas] to ſoft Deſires a Foe, 

| My Tranſports cannot, or elſe will not know : 

» When I reflect, how with diſdainful Eye, 

Pre often heard you Cupid's Shafts defy ; 

T1 fain wiu'd ſcorn the Power which you deſpiſe, 
Aud quitting Love, to nobler Paſſions riſe, 

To merit your Eſteem, ambitious Aim |! 

Sublimely tow'r, by Friendfhip*s ſacred Claim: 

But ah ! the Weakneſs of my Sex denies ; 

Reaſon ill-guarded from my Boſom flies, 5s 
Nor can withſtand th Inchantment of your Eyes : 
The more ] look, the more my Soul diſſolves, 
And Charms refiſtleſs, melt my fix d Reſobves ! 
Too lovely, and too wiſe, with Honour uſe 


This fort d Confeſſion of an artleſs Muſe. 


But, if there be never ſo great a Sympathy of 
Sou between two Perſons, yet if there be any in- 
difſoluble Impediment, ſuch as Marriage, former 
Contracts, vaſt Diſparity of Birth or Fortune, 
Tc. to diſunite their Bodies ; the Bleſſings ſuch an 
Amour can produce, will hardly make amends for 
the Pains, What Proſpe& can a Woman have, 
who has diſpos'd of her Hand to one, and her 
Heart to another, but a dreadful Chaos of Confu- 
ſion, a mingled Maſs of Shame and Guilt, and not 
one glimmering Dawn of Hope to guide her thro 
that Night of Horror back to Reaſon's Day? 
What ſhall we do then? Muſt we, becauſe we 
Ate married, ſhun all Converſation but ſuch as we 
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are ſure can have no Title to our Eſteem ! or if 
we chance to ſee a Perſon adorn'd with all the 
Excellencies that Art and Nature can beſtow, 
muſt ive renounce our Senſes, be blind and deaf, 
to be innocent ?—No, certainly, and it wou'd ſa- 
vour more of the Prude, than the Free-Speaker 1 
profeſs myſelf to be, to lay an Injun&ion fo ſevere: 
tis an utter Impoſſibility to avoid loving ſuch a 
one, and I know not, it it wou'd not be a Six to 
deny one's Admiration to a Perſon who ſeems or- 
dain'd by Heaven to attract it. But then, in the 
Direction of that Love and Admiration, is our Vir- 
tue and our Wiſdom to be prov'd ; and I cannot be 
of that Author's Opinion, who, deſcribing a very 
lovely Perſon, ſays, 


In pity to your Sex, this Man was ſent, 
That you might love, and yet be innocent: 
For ſure no Crime with him you can commit; 
Or, if you cou*d, his Form excuſes it. 


The Merit of the Perſon is, I grant, a vaſt Mi- 
tigation of the Faults our Paſſion for him may 
prevail on us to be guilty of; becauſe Reaſon is 
then no more an Enemy to Nature, but gives a 
Sanction to each unbounded - Wiſh: yer ſtill 
there are ſuch Things as Religion, and the Eſteem 
of the World, which, if duly conſider'd, will weigh 
down all other Motives. , 3 
But to purſue my Deſign, which was not to 
enter any farther into a Diſcourſe of what the 
World calls criminal Converſations, than conſiſts 
in the writing part. The Lady, whoſe Letters I 
have taken the liberty to tranſlate, tho ſhe has 
been cautious enough in expreſſing any thing (even 
in thoſe the moſt tender among them) which can 
give the Reader an Aſſurance ſhe had forfeited 
her Virtue; yet there is not one, but what ſuffi. 
EPs clently 
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ciently proves how impoſſible it is to maintain 
ſuch a Correſpondence, without an Anxiety and 
continual Perturbation of Mind, which I think a 
Woman muſt have bid farewel to her Under- 
ſtanding, before ſhe could reſolve to endure. 

In the very firſt ſhe plainly diſcovers the Agita- 
tion of her Spirits, confeſſes ſhe knows herſelf in 
the wrong, and that every Expreſſion her Ten- 
derneſs forces from her, is a Stab to her Peace; 
ſhe dreads the Effects of her Lover's too powerful 
Attractions, doubts her own Strength of reſiſting 
ſuch united Charms as ſhe finds in him, and trem- 
bles at the Apprehenſions, that by ſome unlucky 
Accident the Secret ſhould be known. Every 
thing alarms her; the Viſit he made with that 
Gentleman, whom ſhe calls Monſieur de P 5 
the Loſs of the Diamond, and a thouſand other 
little Chances, which, in ſo long a Converſation, 
mult queſtionleſs have happened: is impoſſible 
to be conſcious of any thing we wiſh to conceal, 
without ſuſpecting the moſt undeſigning Words 
and Actions as Snares laid to entrap us, As the 
Thief takes every Buſh for a Purſuer, and on the 
leaſt Ruſtle which the Wind makes through the 
Leaves, is ready to lay down the Booty, which, 
perhaps, he has hazarded his Life to obtain; fo 
this unfortunate Lady, divided between Exceſs 
of Love, and Nicety of Honour, could neither re- 
ſolve to give a looſe to the one, nor entirely obey 
the Precepts of the other, but ſuffered herſelf to be 
tofled alternately by both. And tho the Perſon 
ſhe loved was molt certainly (if ſuch a thing can 
be) deſerving all the Condeſcenſions a Woman 
could make, by his Affiduity, Conſtancy, and 
Gratitude, yet it muſt be a good while before 
ſhe could receive thoſe Proofs; and the Diſquiets 
ſhe ſuffered in that time of Probation, were, 1 
think, if no worſe enſued, too dear a Price for 
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the Pleaſure of being beloved by the moſt enga- 
ing and moſt charming of his Sex. 

If then the bare Apprehenſions of any Misfortune 
attending ſuch an Amour, are terrible, what 
mult be the Certainty ? What Pangs, what miſera- 
ble Tortures of Reflection muſt we feel, when, 
convinced of what we feared, either from the 
Cenſures of the unpitying World, or the Inconſtan- 
cy of an ungrateful Lever — If, in ſpite of all 
imaginable Caution to preſerve it, ſuch a private 
Correſpondence be diſcovered, what dreadful Con- 
ſequences may attend it The Fury of a Huſ- 
band, ſo juſtly enraged, can often be ſatisfied 
with nothing leſs than ſomething fatal to one or 
both the Violators of his Honour ; or if any Con- 
ſiderations of Selt-Love ſhould ſet a Curb to the 
Violence of his Reſentment that way, either per- 
petual Quarrels, or eternal Separation, muſt be 
her Doom. Nay, put the Cafe, he ſhould bear 
tis Injuries with a patience which 1s not to be 
found in any other Nation, nor very rarely in 
ours, and he ſhould promiſe to forgive ſo far as 
not to reproach her; he never can forget : and 
how can a Wife, ſo culpable, endure even the 
Upbraidings of his Looks? What his Tongue for- 
bears to ſpeak, ſhe every moment will diſcover in 
his Eyes, each Glance will wound her with Re- 
morſe, and call the guilty Bluſhes to her Cheeks. 
Nor is it enough, if ſhe know herſelf innocent of 
any real Crime, it conſcious of having given a juſt 
Occaſion of Suſpicion. Shakeſpear ſays, 


—Trifles light as Air, 4; 
Are to the Jealous, Confirmations ſtroug 
As Proojs of Holy Writ He, 
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not, ſetring Religion apart, if it is 
alt, ſince the ill Conduct of a 
IWife 
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Me reflects upon the Husband, to give, by too 
free a Behaviour, the World cauſe to cenſure her 
and laugh at him, than it would be to grant even 
the moſt criminal Condeſcenſion with Circum- 
ſpection : but of the Fears, the Terrors, and con- 
tinual Diſquiets which muſt attend that Circum- 
ſpection, 1 have already ſaid enough, to let my 
Reader know how blameable I think any one, who 
enters into a neceſſity of making uſe of it. 

It, on the other ſide, a Woman ſhould find 
herſelf deceived in the Perſon for whom ſhe has 
deſpiſed all other Conſiderations, ſlighted, and at 
laſt forſaken by him ; how far beyond the reach of 
Words muſt be the Agonies of ſuch a State! 
What Idea of Miſery can we form which can 
come up to the reality of this! When Thought 
becomes a Rack, Remembrance a Hell, and paſt 
Endearments ſharpen preſent Pains, as the Poet 
juſtly expreſles it: 


What do the Damu'd endure, but to deſpair, 
And knowing Heaven, to know it loft jor ever? 


And yet, amidſt this Horror without a Name 

this burning — bleeding this Heart-rending 
Anguiſh, a Woman (if ſhe has ſtill ſo much Re- 
mains of Reaſon left, as to regard her Character) 
muſt be obliged to feign an Inſenſibility, ſmother 
the riſing Sighs, dreſs up her Face in Smiles, 
wear a compoſed Serenity in her Countenance, 
when all the Furies are at work within her, when 
her Soul ſwells with juſt Reſentment, and wild 
Deſpair disjoints each Faculty, and ſplits the 
Brain. Oh hard Condition! which while it 
yields the moſt exquiſite of Torments, forbids us 
to complain: All other Woes expoſed, create Com- 
872 and ary Pity eaſes Fortune's Wounds ; 


ut this revealed, ſmarts with ſeverer Pains! and 
| teſters 
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feſters in the open Air. Diſſimulation here as 
lone can aid us, and ſhield our Fame from the 
keen Blaſts of Eagle-eyed Detraction; but how 
difficult a Task tis thus to play the Hypocrite, or 
whether it be poſſible to do it undiſcovered, thoſe 
only, who have been in fo wretched a Circum- 
ſtance, can juſtly determine : but the multitude 
of Inſtances, which daily furniſh out the 'Tea- 
'Table Converſation, leave us no great room to 
believe that there are many Proficients in the Art 
on this account, however famous our Sex is 
eſteemed to be in any other. 

Sometimes too a Woman, beſides her own En- 
gagement, is ſo unfortunate as to place her Af- 
tections on a Man who is alſo married ; and what 
has ſhe not then to fear from ſuch a Rival? No 
Fury can equalize that of Female Jealouſy, the 
prideful Vanity of engroſſing a Heart, is a Foible 
ſo inherent to our Sex in general, but more eſpe- 
cially among the European Ladies, that nothing 
but a true Knowledge of the World, and an exact 
Scrutiny into ourſelves, can make us free from it. 
From hence therefore it follows, that the leaſt 
worthy have always the greateſt ſhare of Self-Suffi- 
ciency and Conceit, and conſequently can leſs 
endure to think another, if ever ſo deſerving, 
ſhould be preferred to her. She will leave no Ar- 
tifice unpractiſed to maintain her Prerogative, and 
ruin the Perſon who ſhe believes has invaded it; 
indeed, if the Man be really in love, or have a 
generous Diſpoſition, on him ſuch mean Deſigns 
will never work the Effect ſhe aims at; but then 
ſhe ſeldom fails of deſtroying the Reputation of 
the envied Voman She has the Ceremony of the 
Church—the Sanction of the Law on her ſide; as 
Cleopatra ſays, | e 
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She bears the ſpacicus Title of a Wife, | 
To gild her Cauſe, and draw. the Iiſt ning World 
To pity her Misfortunes —— 


And whether ſhe exclaims with, or without Rea- 
ſon,'tis all one, the Multitude generally take things 
upon Credit, few give themlelves the trouble of 
examining the Truth of what they hear, and there 
is a vicious Depravity in the Natures of moſt Peo- 
ple, which, inclines them rather to believe the 
worſt than the beſt. A Woman indeed, who 
takes ſuch Meaſures againſt her Rival, maſt not 
only render herſelf deſpicable and hateful to a Huſ- 
band of any Soul or Spirit, but alſo provoke him 
to exert that Authority, which both Divine and 
Human Law has given him over her, to curb 
the licentious Clamours of her Rage: But then 
what ſhe dares not attempt in publick, ſhe will be 
ſure to do in private; ſhe then works under- 
ground like a Mole. And as there are ſcarce any, 
it never ſo worthleſs, but have their Flatterers ; a 
Wife, in ſuch a Circumſtance, will find enough 
who will humour her. Folly, and perhaps, merely 
for the ſake of dear Detraction and Scandal, be- 
come her Emiſlaries of Miſchief : 'Theſe are imme- 
diately employed, and from- the exhauſtleſs Ocean 
ot her Malice, a thouſand Lyes and barbarous In- 
yentions run thro the Currents. of their 'T'ongues. 
Nor does ſhe regard the overwhelming her Huſ- 
| band's Peace of Mind and Reputation, ſo ſhe can 
but fink thoſe of the Woman he admires: The 

_ irrevocable "I'ye of Marriage paſt, nothing can 

make her lefs than 7//ije, and, fecure of being a 
Sharer in his Fortune, delights to plague a Heart 
ſhe fancies ſhe no longer has dominion over : 
And I think what the moſt excellent of our Eng- 
li Authors, or, I believe, I may venture to 25 
che 
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the World affords, has ſaid on a very different 
Subject, may be properly enough apply d to a 
jealous and meanly defigning Wife: 


The Fillage-Cur, by Night, thus barks within, 
Arm'd, in cloſe Quarters, with a Maſtiff*s Grin. 


But how vaſtly different (as I have before ob- 
ſerved) this Paſſion is from Love, I leave to the 
judgment of any diſintereſted Reader : Love is 
ſoft, ſilent, gentle, and humble; hard to believe 
Injuries, patient in enduring, and generous in 
forgiving them: Jealouſy imagines Wrongs when 
they are never meant, is reſtleſs and turbulent on 
Suſpicion, and cruel and revengeful on the Cer- 
tainty: loud, violent, and tempeſtuous, if let 
looſe; or baſely treacherous, undermining, and 
malicious, if controlled. 

A Woman, therefore, who, in ſpite of ſuch 
Obſtacles, allows herſelf to converſe with a Man 
more tenderly than ſhe is willing ſhould be known, 
walks as in a narrow Path, ledged on each fide 
with Thorns, which there is ſcarcely a poſſibility 
of paſſing through unhurt, either by domeſtick 
Jealouſy, or foreign Malice : The Husband's, or 
the Rival's Rage (if her Director Love has not 
more Eyes than Argus) will certainly take hold of 
her, and plant ſuch eruel Marks of Fury on her 
Character, as Time can never efface. 

Bur of all the Submiſſions which Love exacts 
from his Votaries, there 1s none ſo little confor- 
mable to Reaſon, as that of endeavouring to re- 
gain once loſt Affection. You may as eaſily hope 
to re-animate the Body, when the Soul has left it, 
as renew Deſire, once dead ; as Mr. Dryden very 
jury expreſſes it in the Character of Morat 
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To Love once paſt, we cannot backward move ; 
Call yeſterday again, and I may love. 


Yet there are ſome Women mean-ſpirited enough 
to attempt it ; and ſo weak, as to imagine a foo- 
liſh Perſeverance and continued Tenderneſs, after 
the worſt of Uſage, will, in time, have Influence 
over a grateful Mind, and lure the wandering 
Heart back to its former Fondneſs : but ſo far 
from that, I believe a Woman in greater danger 
of being abandoned by the Object of her Affec- 
tion, for loving too much than too little. If we look 
into the World, we ſhall generally find, that the 
more Merit of that kind a Woman is poſſeſſed of, 
the leſs ſhe is regarded by her Lover. The in- 
conſtant gay Coquette may uſe him as ſhe pleaſes, 
he fears to loſe, and therefore is aſſiduous; while 
the too-generous, faithful, undeſigning Heart, 
deſpiſed, neglected by him, ſhall groan beneath a 
Load of Anguiſh,-and, unpitied, break. 
This Humour, almoſt univerſal among them, 
is commonly termed Ingratitude ; that indeed 1s the 
Appendix, but I am of the opinion, there may be 
another Cauſe aſſigned. Every body knows that 
Men, in their days of Courtſhip, promiſe a thou- 
ſand times more than they ever mean, or indeed 
can perform; and there is a kind of Pride, mixed 
Shame in the Natures of moſt of them, which 
makes them uſe a Perſon the worſe, when con- 
{cious they are not able to uſe her ſo well as ſhe 
deſerves : and becauſe they cannot keep up to the 
Proteitations they haye wade, or any way equa- 
ze the Favours ſhe has beſtowed, diſown the 
"Tye, and ſcorn the Obligation. 
But, methinks, if a Woman would give herſelf 
leave to reflect, how little a Man (whatever other 
Excellencies he may he maſter of) who gives Oc- 
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caſicn of Complaint, is worth complaining to, or 
the ſmall probability there is of having thoſe 
Grievances redreſſed by him who has inflicted 
them; ſhe would never ſtoop to a Humiliation, 
at once ſo mean and vain. When after, perhaps, 
Years of Courtſhip, a thouſand Vows and Impre- 
cations, Tears, Sighs, Swoonings, and all the 
countleſs nameleſs Arts of well-drefled Flattery, a 
Woman has been brought to that degree of tender 
Paſſion, as to reſign her All—relinquiſh Honour, 
Virtue, Intereſt, hazard her Fame, and everlaſt- 
ing Hopes, to buy the Peace of an inconſtant, or 
deceitful, Lover; ſhe muſt be, certainly, of a moſt 
abject Soul, who can intreat for what ſhe once 
was fued to; from the Adored become the Suppli- 
cant, and, with a baſe Submiſſion, purſue, with 
weeping Eyes, and outſtretched Arms, the un- 
gratefuf Wretch, who flies the Shrine, where once 
his Wiſhes, Hopes, and all his Joys were cen- 
tered. No, in a Caſe like this, Pride only i is be- 
coming; and tho the Heart weeps Blood 
Eye- balls ſtart—each Limb, with 'T'remblings, lo- 
ſes its nervous Uſe and inward Horror ſhakes 


the whole Fabrick like an Earthquake; a noble 


Mind will ſtruggle thro the Pangs, if not conceal, 
diſguiſe, under ſome other Name, the unconquer- 
able Dart, affect, ar leaſt, a generous Diſdain, 
and ſeem to ſcorn the Scorner. 

Not but this Task is difficult, and the more ſo, 
becauſe in ſuch a Circumſtance we are too apt to 
ſuffer a little flattering Paraſite, called Hype, to 
linger about the Heart, and tempt us with a thou- 
fand pleaſing and fictitious Views. Remembrance 
too becomes our Foe——//hat has been, may be, ſays 
the ſelf-deluded Fair; my Eyes had once the power to 
charmin Softneſs once could ſootl and Wit 
achaut——thoſe Graces ſtill remain—they have not— 
cannot loſe their wanted Influence——at leaſt PII try 


their 


the 
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their Force — nor yield my Soul a Prey to Grief and to 
Deſpair, till further Proof. In this Belief ſhe calls 
up all her Beauties to her Face, ſummons in haſte 
all her Attractions to her aid—writes to him—in- 
vents a thouſand Stratagems to ſee him—kneels 
—Wweeps—and languiſhes—endeavours to alarm 
his Memory with the paſt. Pleaſures of their mutual 
Love to kindle his pity for her preſent Woes-— 
ſooths and upbraids by turns; but all in vain. 


The eager Hurry of Deſire once oer, 

We then are lovely, fair, or wiſe, no more : 
All our Defefts in Magnitude appear, 
And not one Virtue claims a pitying Tear. 


'The more we labour for the Attainment of our 
Wiſhes, (of whatſoever kind they are) the greater 
muſt our Vexation be, when diſappointed. We 
have then the melancholy Refle&ion, that we have 
loſt our Time, as well as our Deſires, and have ta- 
ken pains for no other purpoſe than to be contem- 
ned; at leaſt, it generally happens ſo, in the Affair 
I am ſpeaking of. Some Men, indeed, may have 
Good-Nature enough to pity a Paſſion which they 
no longer have 1t in their power to reward : but 
how poor a Relief is that? and how mortified muſt 
be the Vanity of that Woman, who finds in the 
Object of her Affection, a kind of a Regret and Un- 
eaſineſs for being beloved by her? But to one who 
has ſo much Generoſity as to commiſerate the 
Woes he has occaſioned, there are a Million who 
will deſpiſe, expoſe, and ridicule. 

Fondneſs often degenerates into Sillineſs; a Wo- 
man muſt, moſt certainly, very much leſſen herſelf 
in the opinion of a Man of Senſe, when he finds 
her capable of entertaining him with nothing but 
the Hiſtory of her Paſſion in his Preſence, and on 
every little Abſence, and perhaps but imaginary 
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Coldneſs, wearies him with Letters filled with 
Reproaches and Complaints. Such a Behaviour 
will in time grow too weariſome to be endured ; 
the moſt ardent Affection may be tired with roo 
eager a Purſuit, and Love, wanting a place to reſt 
and gather breath, will droop his Wings, and die 
amid. the Chace. Nor is this Impatience and Ra- 
pidity of "T'emper, always a proof of the moſt per- 
fect Tenderneſs: I believe, where a Man really 
loves, his Paſſion is as ſtrong, as laſting, and as 
noble, as any! Woman's can be; but whoever 2 
are, of either Sex, who ſuffer it to engroſs all 
their Thoughts, deſerve not the Eſteem of a Per- 
ſon of Underſtanding. When a Man, extinguiſhing 
the noble Thirſt of Fame, neglecting Buſineſs, the 
Calls of Glory, and the Service' of his King, his 
Country, or his Friends, in whatever Employment 
his Education, or Station, may make him fit for; 
and like Hercules, ſits ſpinning at a Diſtaff: his 
Soul becomes unworthy of his Form, he ceaſes to 
anſwer the End of his Creation, and diſappoints, 
not only the Expectations of the World, but his. 
Maker's Deſign. A Woman, therefore, who ap- 
proves of ſo degenerate an Effeminacy i in her Lover, 
cannot be ſaid to love him truly : he may delight 
her Vanity, but can never charm her Underſtanding ; 
and whatever Condeſcenſions ſhe may make him, 
are but to pleaſe herſelf ; for if ſhe be not a Fool, 
ſhe cannot think he merits the nobleſt Aim of 
Love, which conſiſts in giving, not receiving Joy. 
When Love animates the Souls of two worthy 
Perſons, it inſpires equal Ardour for each other's 
Glory; he bounds his Wiſhes, ſhe her 'Tenderneſs, 
both know to reſtrain their Paſſion, when giving 
a looſe to it might be a Prejudice: they meet not 
but when it is proper; and when obliged to part, 
a mutual Confidence makes their Separation eaſy : 
be is cautious not to give oc n of Complaint, 
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foe as much avoids the finding it; no Reproaches on 
the one fide, no Excuſes on the other, untune the 
Mind, and break the Strings of Peace 3 but a per- 
petual Harmony, ſuch as we call the Muſick of 
the Spheres, flows in a conſtant, ubinterrupted 
Round. 

But, as I ſaid before, Examples of Paſſion thus 
managed, very rarely happen ; both Sexes are too 
apt to be taken with the Outſide, and without ſtay- 
ing to examine if the Gueſt within be any way 
anſwerable to the Shrize, run on in a blind Race 
of Paſſion, till Poſleſſion opens their Eyes, and 
and ſhows the hunted Toy unworthy of the pains 
has been taken to acquire it: then conſequently 
follow, Remorſe, Diſlike, Contempt, and all the 
'Train of Inquietudes, which we daily hear of 
among thoſe who call themſelves Lovers. Mr. 
Rowe has very prettily expreſs'd the Misfortunes 
which mult attend thoſe of our Sex, who look no 
farther, when they make choice of an Admirer, 
than his exterior Graces. 


Mere you, ye Fair, but cautious whom you truſt, 
ou d you but think Lew feldom Fools are juſt 3 
So many of your Sex wou'd not in vain, 
Of faithleſs Men, and briken Vows complain : 

O all the various Wretches Leve has made, 

How few have been by Men of Senſe betray 41 

Convinc d by Reaſen, they your Power confeſs ; 
Pleas'd to be happy, as you”re pleas'd to bleſs, 
And conſcious of your Worth, can never love you leſs. 


Nor is this Caution neceſſary to Woman-kind 
alone; the Men have alſo their ſhare of Diſquiets, 
when, in the election of a Miſtreſs, Fancy, without 
Judgment, is conſulted ; the impertinent Whims, 
the fantaſtick Airs, the cauſeleſs Jealouſies, the 


frenzical Ravings, and the teazing 1 
thoſe 


( 25) 


choſe of our Sex, wha are neither by Strength k 


Natural Reaſon, or the Force of Education, rais d 
above what we may call mere Nomen, are guilty of; 
are very near as great a Perſecution to them, as 
their Deceit, Inconſtancy, and Ingratitude, can 
be to us. Tis therefore intirely an Impoſſibility 
for any two Perſons, who are not link'd by a Sym- 
pathy of Souls, a Conformity of Notions and Man- 
ners, either to love long or truly : and when either 
ſide diſappoints the Expectation of the other, tis 
a ridiculous Endeavour to patch up the broken 
Friendſhip ;, the old Gaps will ſtill appear, and 
widen on the leaſt new occaſion, till they ſhatter 
it to pieces. | a | 

When therefore a Woman, by her own Indiſcre- 
tion, has rendred herſelf incapable of maintaining 
the Conqueſts which her Eyes had gain'd, the wi- 
ſeſt thing ſhe can do, is to ſit down contented with 
the loſs, leſt by the vain Attacks ſhe makes to reco- 
ver it, ſhe diſcovers her own Weakneſs the more, 
and provokes the Inſults of the diſdainful Repeller : 
or if, on the contrary, the Man be the Aggreſſor, 
either through Careleſſneſs, Ingratitude, or Falſe- 
hood; and in his Behaviour after Poſſeſſion, falls 
ſhort of what he vow'd before; he ceales (as I have 
elſewhere taken notice) to deſerve her Favours, 
and ſhe cannot continue to make any Declarations 
of Love to him, without ſhowing herſelf guilty of. . 
a Meanneſs of Spirit which merits no better'T reat- 
ment. | e 

I have dwelt the longer upon this Subject, be- 
cauſe I know how common it is for a Woman to 
think ſhe can never ſay too many tender things to 
a Man whom ſhe has favour'd in this manner, and 
that ſhe has a right to upbraid him whenever ſhe 
finds him fail in the Ardour of his firſt Proteſta- 
tions. I will not diſpute the Juſtice of her Opi- 
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nion, dut would expoſe the Vanity of her Attempt. 
While this Paſſion continues, indeed, as the Poet 
ſays, 


No Follies fatal to the Fair can prove, 
All things are Beauties in the Nymph we love. 


But when once Deſire is fled, the foregoing Lines 
may be anſwer d with theſe ; x 
In the forſaken Fair no Charms can move, 

Her Beauties vanifh, when we ceaſe to love. 


A young Lady of my acquaintance, took me 


with her one day to viſit a Brother of hers, a 


Gentleman who is allowed (by all Judges of Me- 
rit) to come the neareſt to Perfection, of any that 
yet graced Humanity : and yet this lovely, this 
moſt charming Man, had an Be ache an In- 
gratitude in his Nature; which, if I had not been 
witneſs of, I could not have believed. While we 
were there, a Porter brought a Letter to him, 
which he broke open with a haſte which expreſs'd 
the pleaſure he expected in the Contents ; all the 
time he was reading it, his Eyes ſparkled with 
Joy, an agreeable Fluſhing ſpread o'er his Face, 
and gave a new Luſtre to his Complection: as 
ſoon as he had finiſh'd, he begg'd our pardons, 
and immediately fat down to anſwer it. Before 
he had well diſpatched that Meſlenger, another 
came, and delivered a ſecond Billet to him; but 
how different was the mannep in which he received 
this (it ſeems, ſo little welcome) Summons ! He 
careleſly threw his Eye over it, walk'd two or 


three Turns about the Room, yaun'd, gave a 
| feornful Smile, and at laſt made a ſhift to drawl 


out theſe Words to the Bearer ; Tel the Perſon, ſaid 
5 | he, | 
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he, that 1 have had 2 world of Bu fine that ths | 
Weather has been bad. and a thouſand things have” 


happened to prevent the Viſit I intended; but I think I 
ſhall be there in a day or two. His Siſter, who was 
no ſtranger to his Humour, preſently gueſs'd the 
Truth, and obſerving he put both theſe Letters 
into his Pocket-Book, which lay careleſsly on the 
Table, whiſper'd to ne, that ſhe would ſteal it, 


if ſhe cou'd get a convenient opportunity; imme- 


diately one offer d à propos: à Gentleman who had 
ſome private Buſineſs with him, coming to ſee 
him, he carried him into the next Room, and in 
the mean time, ſhe, not regarding his Diſpleaſure, 
to ſatisfy her Curioſity, took out both the Letters, 
and making an Excuſe to come away ſoon after 
he returned, went home with me, where we had 


the pleaſure of examining our Theft. The firſt 


Letter, that which ſo much tranſported him, 
was worded (for I kept it with a deſign to 


| publiſh) as a : 


Dr Sur, 


7 Long to ſe you, and haueing this Opurtunity of 
my Housbands been abrawd to nite, ſend to a- 
quaent you I ſhould be glad of your Company if not 
better ingadged. Pray come about ten of the clock, 
that my peepel may noe nothing of the matter. 1 
am, Dr Dr Sur, IS 


Yr. humbel Sarvant and 
faethful Lovear, 


e- Thi 
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1 75 never was worthy of your Affection, why did you 
I take ſo much pains to perſuade me to an opinion 1 


was ſo? And, if you thought J was, how am alter d, 
fince that happy Time ? Ih vain you wou'd concedl ny 
Mi fortune, I too well know the difference between Com- 
plaiſance and Tenderneſs, and ſhou'd think it much 
more generous in you, t0 confeſs the Trith, than by 
affetting a Paſſion you no longer feel, endeavour to keep 
up a real one in me: Inconſtancy is natural, but 
Deceit is the greateſt Villany a Man can be guilty of ; 
the one I can forgive, the other never! However, jou 
have nothing to fear from my Reſentment ; I have loved 
you, and ever ſhall, 200 truly to be capable of doing 
you any hurt, were it. in my power : all beg, is the 
Favour of one farewell Vifit, and you no more ſpall be 
troubled with the Complaints or Upbraidings of © 


Your Unfortunate. 


o 


This laſt Letter came (as his Siſter informed 
me, Who happened to be acquainted with the \ 
Lady, and knew her hand) from a Woman Who 
had no Foible, but her Love to him - from a 
Woman he had been indefatigable to gain, and 


| in whofe Poſſeſſion He once plae d his 'higheft Fe- 
| licity—— Yet, ſee the Inſtability of an amorous 

| Diſpoſition! A new Object no ſooner came in 

| his way, than he grew weary of the old one, 
i and for one of the moſt deſpicable of her Sex, 

C (as we guefs by her manner of writing) relin- + 
j | quiſh'd the moſt accompliſh'd and agreeable. 
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But to come to a concluſion, for J have already 
drawn out this Diſcourſe to a length beyond what 
I intended, there is nothing a Woman can do 
more to the prejudice of her Peace of Mind, her 
Honour, and her Reputation, than the encoura- 
ging a Correſpondence of this kind : nor can 
any Motives whatever, that ſhall induce her to 
it, be reconciled to Reaſon, or to Prudence. I 
have touch'd with as much Brevity as the Subjects 
wou'd admit, on the ſeveral Cauſes which lead 
to this Extravagance, and pointed out ſome few 
of the Inconveniencies which attend it. If the 
little I have done, may give occaſion to ſome 
abler Pen to expoſe them more effectually, I ſhall 
think myſelf happy in having given a hint, which 
"ok may be of ſo general a Service-to .my 
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Speedily will be fubliſt d, a Book entitled, 
HE Danger of giving way to Paſſion, in 
Five Exemplary Novels: Firſt, 'The | Bri- 

tiſh Recluſe, or the Secret Hiſtory of Cleomira, 
ſuppoſed dead. Second, The Injur d Husband, 
or the Miſtaken Reſentment. Third, Laſſelia, or 
the Unfortunate Miſtreſs. Fourth, The Raſh Re- 
ſolve, or the Untimely Diſcovery. F ifth, — 
or the Self abandon 'd. 


Written by Mrs, Eliza Haywood. 
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